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Mr. Whitelocke Bulftrode, 
of CGifford's-Inn. 


Here preſent you, my deat 

Friend, with a Diſcourſe , 
wherein I labour to advance the 
great and true Ends of Life, the 
Glory of God, . and the. PerfeQi- 
on and Happineſs of Man. I 
cannot, I confeſs, pretend to have 
come up to the Dignity of my 
Subje&, yet I have done what 
I could, and have attempted it 
with my utmoſt Force. I know 
you too well to imagine you 
fond of an Addreſs of this pub- 
lick nature 3 you love the real 
and ſolid Satisfations, not the 
Pomp and Shew, thoſe ſplendid 
Encumbrances, of Life : Your | 
A 2 rational 
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rational and vertuous Pleaſures 
burn, like a gentle and chearful 
Flame, without Noiſe- or Blazes 
However, I cannot but be con- 
fident, that youll pardon tte 
Liberty which I here take, when 
T have cold you, that the making 
the beſt Acknowled gment I could 
to one, who has piven me 1o 
many Proofs of a generous and 
' paſſionate Friendſhip, was a Plea- 
ſure, too great to be reſiſted. 


TI am 
Dear Sir, 


Uafcignedly Yours, 
R. Lucas. 
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T what Steps I am advanc'd thus far 

in my Enquiry after Happineſs, and 

what Connexion or Coherence there is, be- 
tween This and two other Diſcourſes al- 
ready Publiſh'd on That Subjed, i very 
obvious. In the Firſt, T endeavour to re- 
move theſe Objeftions which repreſent a 
Enquiries and Attempts after true Hap- 
pineſs in this Life, either as fantaſtick or 
unneceſſary, or which is as bad, vain and 
to no purpoſe : And after I have aſſerted 
the Value and Polſlibility of Zappineſs, / 
do in general point out the true Reaſons of 
our ill Succeſs and Diſappointment in Pur- 
ſuit of it. In the Second, I ſlate the true 
Notion of Human Lite, znfiſf upon the ſe- 
veral kinds of it, and ſhew what Qualifi- 
cations and Virtues the Adtive and Con- 
templative Life demand ; and then conſi- 
der how Life may be prolonged and in- 
proved. Tn This Third, 7 proſecute the 
fame Deſign, which I had in the two For- 
mer ; the promoting Human Happineſs. 
For Life, Perfection aud Happineſs have 
| B — i 
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a cloſe and inſeparable Dependance on one 
another. For as Life which vs the Ra- 
tional Exerciſe and Employment of our 
Powers and Faculties, does naturally ad- 
wvance on, and terminate in Pertetion, 
ſo Perfeion, which is nothing elſe, but 
the Maturity of Human Virtue, does na- 
tarally end in that Reſt and Peace, that 
Tranquility, Serenity and Foy of Mind, 
which we cal/ Happineſs. Now PerfeQton 
in an Abſtrated and Metaphifical Notzon 


of it, is a State that admits neither of 


Acceſſion nor Dimunition. But talking of 


it Pratlically, and in a manner accommo- . 


dated tothe Nature of things, the Petrfe- 
tion of Man confiſts in ſuch Endowments 
' and Attainments as Man u generally capa- 
ble of in this Life. And becauſe Man 
may be confidered either "in Relation to 
This, or to another World, therefore Hu- 
man Perfte&tion may 7 think, naturally e- 
nough be divided intoReligious and Secu- 
lar. By Secular, / mean that which regards 
our Intereſt in thi Life; By Religious, 7 hat 
which ſecures it in Eternity, the one more 
direfly and immediately aims at the Fa- 
pour of Man ; the other at the Favour of 

God ; the one purſues that Happineſs, 

what ever tt be, that is to be found in out- 
x ward 
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ward and worldly Advantages ; the other, 
That which flows from Virtue and a good 
Conſcience, *Tis eafie now to diſcern, 
which of Theſe two kinds of Perfection, 
is the more defireable ; the one purifies 
and exalts our Nature, the other poliſhes 
and warniſhes it ; the one makes a com- 


. pleat Gentleman, the other a true Chriſti- 


an ; the Succeſs of the one is precarious, 
that of the other certain ; having no De- 


pendance on Time or Chance, the Humour 


or Fancy of Man, the Pleaſure of the one 
ts ſhort and Superficial ;That of the other 
Great and Laſting : The World admires 
the one, and God approves the other. 
To be throughly perſwaded of This, is a 

good ſtep towards true Wiſdom, as being 
that, which will enable Man to fteer the 
whole Courſe of Life aright. But while 
T prefer the one, 1 do not preſcribe the 
Neglett or Contempt of the other, ſo far 
am Þ from it ; that I am of Opinion, That 
Secular Perte&tion has very often ſome 
Influence upon our Spiritual State , as 
well as its nſe and Advantage in Refe- 
rence to our Temporal one : That the moſt 
admir'd Accompliſhments of a Secular 
Life, are ſo far from being inconſiſtent 
with Religion, that they naturally ſpring 
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from it, and thrive and flouriſh moſt 
when they are influenc'd and cultivated by 
zt ; and judging that it might be of ſome 
ſervice to the World, to inform and' con- 
vince them of This, 7 bad' it ſometimes 
in my Thoughts, to have Treated here as 
well of Secular as - Religzous Perfettion : 


But doubting how well this might ſuit 
with. my Fanitzon, - and hiw-far. the beſt 


Obſervations 'T cou'd make ou this. Sub- 
jet, might . fall. ſhort of anſwering the 
Expetation. of. Men of. worldly Parts and 
Experience , I laid aſide the Defign. 
Here then, I confine my Meditations 
wholly to Religious Pertettion ; 7 ex- 
amine the Nature of it, both in General, 
and in Particular ; not only Stating. the 
true Notion of it, ' but alſo deſcending to 


the ſeveral Branches and Parts of it; [ 


free" it from thoſe Miſtakes and Diſputes 
that perplex.and encumber it, 1 lay down 
the Motives to it, and preſcribe the Ways 
of obtaining it. \ F.. 

. After. this ſhort Acconnt of my Deſign, 
the next thing I am to dois, to prevent 
if I can, thoſe Prejudices, which may 
etther wholly fruſtrate, or at leaſt very 
much hinder and diminiſh the ſucceſs and 
Influence of it. Some are apt to ſtartle 
| ar 
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at the very mention of PerteCtion, they 
have entertaind ſuch humble Thoughts, 
not only of Fluman Nature, but as it ſeems, 
of Drvine © Grace" to0,- and Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs, that all -talk of Perfettion 
ſeems to thew like the Preaching © a New 
Goſpel, and an obtruding upon the World 
a Fantattick Scheme of proud and pretend- 
ed Morality. But this Fear will ſoon vaniſh, 
when 1 tell ſuch, that I diſcourſe of the 
PerfeCftion of Men, not Angels: And, 
that 7 treat This, not like a Monk or a 
Sablime and ſubile Schoolman, but like. 
one, who have been daily converſant. with 
the Doubts and Scruples, with the Fears 
and Prailties of Human Nature, and de- 
parting Souls. I do not pretend to bleſs 
the World with the Diſcovery of New 
Truths. If at any time I place Old ones 
in a better Light," if I wipe off the Duſt 
which Diſpute and Time,” and the Cor- 
ruption of Manners has' here and there 
ſeattered upon them, 'tis the utmo$t [ 
aim at, {10-0 

But how Numerous will ſome ſay, are 
the Controverſies that: have in every Age 
perplex'd this Subjeft 2 'Grace and Nas» 
ture, Perfetion and Sin, Merit, Super- 
IFN + - Eroga- 
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rerogation, Sc. Theſe are Themes that 
have exerciſed, and embroiled the Church 
of Chrift, almoſt through all the ſeveral 
Ages of it down to this Day: And with 
how little Advantage to the Honour of 
Chriſtianity, or the Intereſt of Virtue 
have the brighteſt Parts and the deepe#? 
Learning been here employd? To This, 
all 7 have to ſay #, I write Pradiically, 
and conſult the Intereſt of Souls, mot 
Parties. 7 cannot but ſee, and that 
with Trouble and Regret, how much Chri- 
ſtianity has in almoſt all times ſuffered, by 
thoſe Nice and Subtle, by theſe Obſtinate 
and paſſionate Diſputes, with which Wri- 
ters have even oppreſſed and ſlifled the 
moſt Practical Saubjefts ; and do moſt ear- 
neſtly defire to ſee the Spirit of Polemi- 
cal Divinity caſt out of the Church of 
Chriſt, and That of a Practical and Ex- 
perimental one eſtabliſh'd in the Room of 
it. Though therefore, I have confider'd 
thoſe Contraverſies which concern my Sub- 
ett, it was with no other Defign, then to 
guard and fortifie my Reader, againſt the 
#7 Influence of ſeveral Errors with which 
they abound. I decline all uſeleſs Spe- 
culations, and labour wholly to reſtore Re- 
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ligion to its Native Strength and Beau- 
ty; fo that I think thu Objetion will not 
touch me, who do not propoſe to write a 
Learned, but aw Uicful Book. 

If any Man be apprehenſroe, that 'ti 
zmpoſſible to aſſert the Doitrine of Per- 
tection without looking a little t00 fa- 
vourably towards Pelagianifm or Enthu- 
fiaſm, or ſomething of this kind, I do 
here aſſure ſuch a one, that F advance 
»o Perfetion that raiſes Men above 
the Tſe or Need of Means, or invites 
them to negteft the Word, Prayer, or 
Sacraments, or # raisd on any other 
Foundation then the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
T revive not Pelagianiim, wor claſh 
with $2, Auſtin, 7 need not thoſe Con- 
ceſſions which he makes Caleſtius in the 
Cloſe of his Book de Perfeione Juſti- 
tix, 7 am perſwaded that the ftrength 
of Nature # too ſlight a Foundation to 
build Perfeftion on : I contend for 
Freedom from no other Sin then Actu- 
al, Voluntary, and Deliberate ; And /er 
Concupiſcence , or any unavoidable Dis 
temper or Diſorder of our Nature be 
what it will, all that I aim at bere &, 
| the Reducing, not Extirpatings if, And 

go {rally 
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finally , how earneſtly ſoever I exhort to 
\ PerteQtion, 7 can very well content my 
i ſelf with $t. Auguſltin's Notion of 27, 
namely, that it uw nothing elſe , but a 
daily Progreſs towards "Fhat -pure and 
unſpotted Holineſs, which we ſhall at- 
tain to in another Life. ' + 

Thus I think: { have ſufficiently guard- 
ed thi following \ Diſcourſe - againſt the 


. Miſapprehenfions © and. Fealoufies of all, 


who.: have any ſerious Concern for "Re- 
ligion, how much ſoever they ; may be 
Jſwayed by ſome particular: Opinions. 
But after all, 1 do not-expett that it 


| ſhould meet with a wery* abliging Re- 
” teption from, a great Part of : the World. 


Many there are, who will ever openly rally 
and ridicule all Attempts of thu kind 
And there are Others, who. will ſecretly 


Slight, and: inwardly deſpiſe them as the 


vain and fond Projetts of well meaning 
zndeed, : but, very weak, \and unexperi- 
enc'd Mortals. But this moves me [it- 
tle ; theſe Men are generally too much 
ſtrangers to Sincerity, to be competent 
FJadges of PerteFtion : Nor: do [. wonder, 


if the Corrupt and Vitious part. of  Man-. 
kind, be infecied with as much Malice. 


and 
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and Emvy againſt extraordinary Good- 
eſs, as' ſome are againſt Power ' and 
Greatneſs." | The Conſciouſneſs of much 


BaſeneſSs and Corruption' in ones felf, is 


apt to make one ſtrive to bring. down 
all Men to the fame Level, and'"to 
believe that there is nothing of PerfeCti- 
on in the World, but only a Ground- 
leſs, or Hipocritical Pretention to it. 


This is an Opinion, that ill Men gree- © 


dily embrace-, becauſe it gives them 


ſome kind of Peace, Security; and Con-, 


fidence ; whereas the contrary Opinion, 


as it wou'd be apt to make them a- 


ſhamed of their Preſent State, ſo wou'd 
it make them fearful and apprehenfroe 
of their Future One. 7 write not 
therefore to ſuch as theſe, nor can be 
much concerned what Cenſure they paſs 


0u a Deſign, again#t which, they have © 


an Inveterate and Obfinate Averſi- 
0n. | 
The Method I obſerve in this Trea- 
tiſe is. -In the Fult Seftion, 7 con- 
fider Pertetion more generally : In 
the Second , the ſeveral parts of it; 
And in the Laſt the Obſtacles and Im- 
pediments of our attaining it. Jn the 
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two firſt Seflions, 1 always firſt fix and 
explain the Notion of that State of 
Virtue which I Diſcourſe of. Next [1 
proceed to the Fruits or Advantages 
of it ; and in the laſt. place preſcribe 
the Method , by which it may be at- 


tained.” I : 


SECT. 


2 UCC eee BJ 
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TECT. L 


Of PerfeCtion in general. The Fruit 
of it. And the way to obtain it. 
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CHAP. I. 


The Nature of Perfe&tion explained, and 
Aſerted from Reaſon and Scripture. 


Oſt Diſputes and Controverſies 
M ariſe from falſe and Miſtaken 
Notions of the Matter under 
Debate: And ſo I could ſhew it has hap- 
pened here. Therefore to prevent Mil- 
takes, and cut off all occaſions of Con- 
tention (which ſerves only to defeat the 
Influence and Succeſs of Practical Dil- 
courſes) I think it neceſſary to begin 
here with a plain account, what it is I 
mean by Religious Perfeittion. . 
Religion is nothing elſe but the purify- 
ing and refining Nature by Grace, the 
raiſing and exalting our Faculties and Ca- 
pacities by Wiſdom and Virtue. Relz- 
gious Perfetion therefore, is nothing om” 
bo FE Cs, ut 
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but the Moral Accompliſhment of Hu- 
man Nature ;:; fucha Maturity of Virtue 
as Man in this Life 1s capable of, Conver- 


fon begins, Perfeftion.:confummates the 
Habit of 'Righteouſnels.: 'In | the.. one, 


Religion is as it were in its Infancy, in 
the other, in its Strength and Manhood; 
ſo that Perfettion 1n ſhort is nothingelle, 
but a ripe and ſerled ZZabit: of true Zdo- 
lineſs. According to this Notion of Re- 
ligious 'Perfeion, He is a Perfe® Man 
whoſe © Mind is pure and Vigorous,. and 
bis Body tame and obſequious, whoſe 
Faith 1s' firm arid ſteady, his Love ar- 
dent and exalted, and his Zope full of 
Aſſurance, whoſe Relzgion has in it, That 
Ardour and Conſtancy, and his Soul 


That Tranquility and Pleaſure, which 


beſpeaks Him a Child of the Lighe, and 
of the Day, a Partaker of the Divine 
Nature, and raiſed above the C orruption 
which is in the World through Luſt. 


This account of Religious Perfeftion, - 


is ſo natural and eaſie, that I fancy no 
Man - will demand a Proof of it ; nor 


fliould I go about one, were it not to 


ſerve ſome further Ends then the meer 
Confirmation of 'it. It has manifeſtly 
the Countenance both of Reaſon and 
51% Te: rd. fo 
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Scripture ; : And how Contradiftory 1o- 
ever ſome Antient and Latter Schemes 
of Perfefion ſeem to be, or really are, 
to one. another ; 'yet , do they all agree 


in. effect in what I have laid down. If 


we appeal to Reaſoy, no Man can doubt, 
but that an Z7abie of Virtue has much 
more of Excellence and Merit. i in it, then 
ſingle accidental 4s, or uncertain Fits 
and Paſſions; ſince an Zabit is not only 
the ſource and ſpring of the nobleſt Ati- 
ons, and the moſt elevated Paſſions, but 
it renders us more regular and ſteady, 
more uniform and conſtant in every 


thing that is good. As to good natural 


Dijpfiins; ; they have little of Strength, 
it 

raiſed and impraved into Z7abits. And 
for our Natural Faculties, they are no- 
thing elſe, but the Capacities of Good. ot 
Evil ; they are undetermined to the one 
or other, till they are fix'd and, influenced 
by Moral Principles. - It. remains then, 
that Religious PerfeZion muſt conſiſt in 
an ZZabit of Righteouſneſs: And topre- 
. vent all impertinent Scruples and Cavils, 
"Iadd a Confirmed and well eſtabliſhed 


One. « 
That 
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That this is the Scripture Notion of 
Perfettion is manifeſt. Firft, from rhe 
uſe of rhis Word in Scripture. Secondly, 
from the Characters and Deſcriptions of 
the beſt and higheſt State which any 
ever atually attained, or to which we 
are invited and exhorted. - © 

I. From the uſe of the Word: Where- 
ever we find any Mention of Perfetzon 
in Scrzptare, if we examine the Place 
well, we fhafl find nothing more intend- 
ed, than ©prightneſs and Integrity, an 
ugblameable and unreproveable Life, a 


| State well advanced in Knowledge and 


Virtue. Thus @pright and Perfed are 
uſed as terms equivalent, Fob. 1. and that 


Max was . Perfeft and Cn: fearing 


God and eſchewing Evit; and Palm. 37. 
37. Mark the perfett Man, and behold 
the upright Man, for the end of that 
Man is Peace. Thus again, when God 
extorts Abraham to Perfetion, Gen. 17, 
1. 1 am the Almighty God; walk before 
me and be thou perfef, all that He ex- 
horts him to, is a ſteady Obedience to 
all his Commandments, proceeding from 
a lively Fear of, and Faithin Him ; and 
this is the general uſeof this word, Per- 
fed, throughout the 0/d Teſtament, name- 


ly, 
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. 
% 


Religions P 'erfetion Explain'd. Is 


— 


—__ 


ly, to ſignifie a ſincere and juſt Man, that 
feareth God, and eſcheweth Evil, and is 
well fix'd and eſtabliſhed in his Duty. 


In the New Teſtament ; Perfeftion igni» 


fies the ſame thing which it does in the 
014; that is, Univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
and Strength, and Growth in it. Thus 
the Perfett Man, 2 Tim. 3.17. 1s one, 
who is throughly furniſhed to every good 
work, Thus St. Paul tells us, Co/l. 4. 12. 
that Epaphras laboured fervently in Pray- 
ers for the Colloſſans, that they might ſtand 


perfeit and compleat in all the will of 


God. In Jam. 1. 4. the Perfei? Man is 
one, Who # entire lacking nothing, 1. e. 
one who has advanced to a Matarity of 
Virtue through Patience and Experience, 
and is fortified and eſtabliſhed in Faith, 
Love and Hope. In thu Senſe of the 
word Perfef, St. Peter prays for thoſe 
to wham he writes | his Epiſtle, 1 Per. 
5.10. but the God of all Grace who cal- 
led us into his Eternal Glory by Chrift 
Feſus, after that ye have ſuffered awhile, 
make you Perfett, Stabliſh, Strengthen, 
Settle you. When St. Paul exhorts the 
Hebrews to go on to Perfettion, Heb. 6. 
he means nothing by ir, but that ſtate 
of Manhood whuch conſiſt in a _— 
| c 
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- led's Habit of Wildom and Goodneb. 
Thus 1s plain. #r/# from ver. x1, 12. of 

. this Chapter, where he bimſelt more ful- 
ly explains his own. meaning ; and we 
defire that every one of you do ſhew the 
fame Diligence, to the full Aſſurance of 
hope unto. the End ; that ye be not ſloth- 
fd, , but followers of. them who through 
. Faith and Patience. inherit the Promiſe. 
Next.irom the: latter eod of the 5 Chap- 
ter ; where.we difcern_ what gaVe OCCa- 
ſion\to; his Exhortation ; there diſtingui- 

_ tbing:Chri/zaxs into.4wo Claſlcs, Babes 
and Strong Men, LE. Perfedt and Imper- 
feth, hedeicrives Both-at.large thus : For 
when, for the time ye ought to be Teachers, 
e have need that one Teach you again, 
which be the firſt Principles of the Ora- 
cles of God'; and are become ſuch as have 
need of Milk, and not of Fironug Meat ; 
For every one that uſeth Milk is unskilful 
in the word of . Righteouſneſs ; for he u a 
Babe; but ſtrong Meat belongeth to them 
that are of full Age, even thoſe, who by 
reaſon of uſe have their Senſes exerciſed 
to: diſcern both good and evil, And 
thaugh here the Apoſtle ſeems more 
1minediately to regard the Perfetion of 
Knowledge, yet the Perfetion of Righte- 


ouſneſs, 


—_— 


——— 


ouſneſs muſt never in the Language of 
the Scripture, be ſeparated from it.*Much 
the ſame Remark muſt I add concerning 
the Zztegrity of Righteouſneſs and the 
Chriſtian's Progreſs or Advance in it. 
Though the Scripture, when it ſpeaks of 
Perfetion, do (ometimes more direly 
referr to the one, and ſometumes tothe 
other ; yet we muſt ever ſuppoſe that 
they do mutually imply and include 
one another ; ſince otherwiſe the Notion 
of Perfeftion would be extreamly maim- 


_ ed and incompleat. PFI1l infiſt' therefore 


no longer on the uſe of the Words Pet- 
fet and Perfefion in. Scripture : But as 
a further Proof that my Notion of Per- 
fefion is truly Scriptural, I will ſhew. 
2. That theutmoſt Height, to which 


_ the. Scripture exhorts us, is nothing 


more then a Steady Habit of Holineſs ; 


that the brighteſt Charafters it gives of 


the Perfet Man, the lovelieſt Deſcripti- 


' ons it makes us of the PerfefeFf? Stats, 


are all made up of the Natural and con- 
felled Propertzes of a Ripe Habit. There 


1s no Controverſie that I know of, about 


the Natare of a Habit, every Man's Ex- 


| perience inſtructs him in the whole Phi- 


loſophy of it ; We are all agreed, that 
* it 


— 


re, that 'it 
makes us exert our ſelves mo Deſire 
and; -Earneſtne(s, 'with Satisfaction and 
Pleaſure; that it renders us fix'd in our 
Choice, and conſtant in our AION, 
and -almoſt as averſe to 'thole things 
which are repugnant to it, as we are to 
thoſe which are diſtaſteful and diſagree- 
able; to 'our Nature. And that in a 
word, it ſo entirely, and abſolutely, 
poſſeſſes the Man, that the Power of it is 
not-to be reſiſted, nor the Empire of it 
to be ſhaken off; nor can it be removed 
and extirpated without the .greateſt La- 
bour and Difficulty imaginable. All 
this is 'a confeſs'd and almoſt. palpable 
Truth in| #Zabits'of Sin : And there is 
no Reaſon why we_'ſhould not -aſcribe 
the ſane Force and Eflicacy to Habits 
of FYirtze ; Eſpecially, if we. conſider 
that the Strength, - Eaſmeſs, and Pleq- 
-fure which belong uaturally to theſe Has 
bits, rreceive no ſmall Acceſſion from tte 
Supernatural Ehergy and Vigour of the 
Holy Spirit, IT will therefore in few 
words ſhew how 'that State of * Righte- 
onſneſs which the Scripture invites us to, 
as our Perfe4iov, directly anſwers this 
account I have given of an abr. | 
Is - 
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Is Habit in General a ſecond Nature # 
This State of Righteouſneſs is in Scrip- 
ture, called the New May, Eph. 4. 24. 

the New Creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. the Dzi- 
vine Nature, 2 Pet. x. 4. Does it conſe- 
quently Ru/e and Govern Man ? Hear 
how St. Pau! expreſſes this Power of 
the Habit of Holineſs in himſelf, Gal. 2. 
20. I am Crucified with Chriſt, never- 
thekefs 1 live, yet not I, but Chriſt lzveth 
in me ; and the Life which. IT now live in 
the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Soy 
of God, who loved me and gave himſelf 
for me, This is a conſtant Effect of Z7a- 
bits, and is equally diſcernablein Thoſe 
of Vice and Virtue, that they (way and 
govern the Man they poſleſs ; Rom. 6. 
16. know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
your ſehves Servants to obey, his Ser- 
wants ye are #6 whom ye obey; whether of 
Sin unto Death, or of Obedience unto 
Righteouſneſs ? 

Shall 1 go on to a more diſtin and 
particular Conſideration of the Proper- 
ties of an Habit? The fr is, a great 
Averfion for thoſe things which are con- 
trary to it, or obſtruct us in the Exer- 
ciſe of it. And this is direaly the Dil- 
poſition of the Perfe Man towards 
C 2 Temp- 


Sr 
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Temptations and Sins ; heis now aſhamed 
oi thoſe things which before he gloried 
in ; he is filled with an Holy Indignation 
againſt thoſe things which before he taok 
Pleaſure in ; and what before he courted 
with Fondneſs and Paflion, he now ſhuns 
with Fear and Vigilance." In brief, the 
Scripture deſcribes ſuch an one as poſlel- 
ſed withan utter Hatred and Abhorrence 
of every Evil way, and as an irrecon- 
Ccileable Enemy to every thing, that is, 
an Enemy to his Virtue and his God. 
Thus P/al. 119. 163. 1 bate and abhor 
lying, but thy law do T love, and werſe 
128. Therefore I eſteem all thy Precepts 
concerning all things to be right, and I 
hate every falſe way. And this is a ge- 
nuine and Natural Effect of Integrity 
or uprightneſs of Heart ; whence 'tis 
the Obſervation of our Saviour, Math. 
6. 24. Noman can ſerve two Maſters ; for 
either he will hate the one and love the 
other, vr elſe he will hold to the one and 
deſpiſe the other. And indeed every 
where a Hatred, a Perfe& Hatred of E- 
vil is accounted as a neceſſary Conle- 
quence of the Love of God, Pſa/. 37. 
IO. ye that love the Lord hate Evil; 
and therefore the P/almi/# reſolves to 

| Practiſe 


| Religious PerfeSion Explaind. 24 


i .. 


—=——__ 


— —  - —_— 


PraQiſe himſelf what he preſcribes to 
others, P/al. tor, 2. 3. 1 will behave my 
ſelf wiſely in a perfeft way : Owhen wilt 
thoa come unto' me2 Iwill walk within 
my Flouſe with 'a perfeit Heart : 
F will: ſet no wicked thing before mine 


Eyes: I bate the work of them that. 


turn afide, it fhall not cleave to me. 
And how can this be otherwiſe 2 The 
Love of God fnuſt neceſſarily imply 
an Abhorrence of Evil, and that Z7abiz 
which confirms and micreafes the one, 
muſt confirm and increaſe the other 
t00. | 

2. The Next Property of an Habze 
is, that the AZiovs, which flow from 
it, are (if we meet not with violent o 
nice performed with Eaſe and Plea- 
fare ; what is Nataral, is pleaſant and 
eaſie, and Habit is a Second Nature. 
When the love of Virtue, and the hatred 


of Vice have once rooted themſelves in 


the Soul ; what can be more natural 
then to follow after the one, and ſhun 
the other? Since this is no more then 
embracing and enjoying what we love, 
and turning our.backs on what we de- 
reſt. This therefore is one conſtant 
Character of Perfeios in Scripture ; 


© Deliobs 
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Delight, and Pleaſure, are evyery- 
where ſaid to accompany the Practice 
of Virtue, when it is once grown up-to 
Strength and Maturity : The ways of 
Wiſdom are ways of Pleaſanineſs, aud 
alt ber. Paths. are. Peace, Prov. 3. 17. 
Perfet Love cafteth out Fear, 1 Joh. 4.18. 
aud to him that Laves, the Command. 
ments of God are not grievous, 1 Job. 5. 
j: Henee it is, that the good May's de- 
ight # in the Law of the Lord, and that 
he meditates therein day aud night, Pfal. 
T. 2. Nor does he delight lefs in 40x 
then Meditation, but grows in Grace a$ 
much as Xnowledge; and abounds daily 
more and; more in good works, as he in- 
creales in the Comfart of the Holy Ghoſt, 


_ Conſonant to thi Property of PerſeFzon 


it is, that in Pſ@{vs. 39, and 119. and 
elſewhere frequently,, we hear the Pſal- 
wif .exprefiipg.a kindof inconceiveable 
Joy and Traoſport in the Meditationand 
PraQile of the Commands of God, - So 
the firſt Chriſtians who ſpent their Lives 
in Devotion,. Faith, and \Charity are 
ſaid, A. 2. 46. #0 have eaten their Meat 
with Gladneſs and Singleneſs of Heart, 
And 'tis.a delightfu] Deſcription we have 
of. the Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 6, 19 45 ſorrow; 


ful, 
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ful, yet alway bw" ; 4 poor, yet 
making F-n4 rich ; as having Fs 
JF, poſſe '%s all, things, 
* 3. Yigour and. A} zvity, o* Nag 
Farntffueh and ages x 
is a third Property 0 Hs bit. 
impoffible yot.to be in wu upon, tl of 
_ gs or ho we haye fn wk 
ztual Paſſion, if this eſſron 2y. be 
aloined mg;.an ac whicl has | 
- vet Strength 'a Authiority y rol 
uſtom, will exert" it "ſas wit 1 
warmth and 'briskneſs. Now cert 
there 'is nothing n ore frequently” ri aly- - 


ed of, or attributed tc to the Perfed Ma Ro 


Scripture, then Zeal an ron 
Spirit "in the ways of God; 
wonder: For when Adionsf How at 6 as 
from Principles tay tom, Ie 
(prin from Love, and are attendetf "yy 
ure, and arc "incited and quicke od 
oy Faith, and Hope too : How Gan xz 


. be, 'but that we ſhould, repeat 'em.w 


ſome Eagerneſs, and” feel an Holy Ta 
patiegce as often as we are hindered or: 


OT. 


Sppoicged 3 ? And as the Fo R (0 "he 
i kk that thys it ov hs to be, 
6-40 ere SY 5s Tat ances in 
d Teſtament, *: by New, o, "which - 

© Ys make 


the 


IT 
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make. it. eyident, that thus i it Was. "Shall 
I mention” the exam ple of our | Lord, 


w_ A 10. 38, 
Nan and Sravile 


leaſt too ener Fi. zis. to copy fg ; 
and yet, St.: Joby tells us, that, be, who 
ſays be abides in Him, ought bim elf alſo 
Fo walk, even as he wa{ked, 1Joh.2, 6. aw 
we are exhorted 7o Fa followers | of the 
Apofiles, as they were of Chriſt. But if 
the Fervency of Chrift, and St. Pau, 
ed. to, have. foar'd. out of the reach. 
| of fin Ferro eg we have Ivferiour 1n- 
ances enough to prove the Zeal and 
ay, on of Hahitual Goodneſs. [Thus 
David ſays of hirnſelf, Pſal. 119. 10. 
with hole Heart have 7 ſaught thee - 
and Tofiah, 2 King. 23-:25. 1s (aid to 
nnd {ol to the ord with all hu Soul, 
and with all his Might. How fervent was 
ma, wo departed not from the Temple, 
but ſerved God with Faſtings and Pray- 
ers, night and day > Luk. 2. 37. how 
Charitable Tabitha who was full of bY 
Works and od deeds which ſhe di 
AR. 9. 36. here. ſhall 1 _ C Lal 
A” I wg 
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us? With what words ſhall I ſet out his 
' Virtues 2 with what but thoſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt,. At. 10. 2. He was ade- 
vout Man, and one that feared God with 
all his Houſe, which gave much. Alms to 
the . people, and. prayed to God alway. 
But . peradventure. ſome may imagine, 
that there is ſomething. ſingular and ex- 
traordinary in theſe Eminent Perſons, 
which we muſt never hope to equal ; 
but muſt be content to follow them at 
a vaſt Diſtance, Well, let this be ſo; 
| What have we to ſay to, whole Churches 
animated: by the fame Spirit of Zeal 2 


What are we to think of the Churches 


of Macedonia, whole Charity, St. Paul 
thus magnifies, . 2. Cor. 8.2, 3. in agreat 
trial of Affliftion, the abundance of their 
Joy, and their deep Feverth: abounded 
to the Riches of their Liberality. For to 
their power ] bear record, yea, and be- 
youd their. power, they were willing of 
themſelves. And, St. Paxl declares him- 
ſelf, perſwaded of the Romays, that they 
were” full of goodneſs filled with all know- 
ledge ; Rom. x5. 14. And of the Coris- 
thiavs, he teſtifies, that they were enrich- 


ed in every thing, and came behind in no 


gift ; x Cor. 1. 5,6. that they did abound 


ZM 
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in all things, in Faith, in diligence, &c. 
2 Cor. 8. 7. T will ſtop here; 'tis in 
vain to heap up more Inſtances : Thave 
ſaid enou; h, to th 


mer 


Properly of 2 well confirmed Habit of 

Holinels, 

* T:.-1 »3 Wu. 3 {479 $ 3-6 ' "9 * , 
Laſtly » 18. Conſtancy and Steadineſs 

doybteg Property of Perfettion too. In, 

Pure, gr 5a are every where 


F Ss 


word, 


R 


Kience towards God ahd Map. And. 
T is to one Enbitually © 
7 
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Fr of Tiglinah : "endo te Cons. 
———_ faith St. Pay, 1 'Ti 5.% 
ity” out "of @ pure eart, pg bo A 
| Conſct nd of. " Paith anfeigne | 
is'is the utmoſt Perfefion Man % 
apable' of, . to have his! Mind edlight- 
xd, and his; Heart Pl rified ;_ and'to,be 
inform m'd, Kay and 1 75 med n. y Faith 
a Love, as y a vital þr e: And 
all this is Effential to Her Good- 


er Light or Sa- 
ils ,. let him read 
S Tm Chapter to his Holaans, and 
he wi Ars that he there 
finds the fhbſtance of what I have hi- 
terto advanced, 7here, though the 
ed it ef 'be not found, the 2hing 
called 'Perfettton, is deſcribed. in all the 
:ngth"\and Beauty, in, all the Plea- 
ſureand Advantages of it'; There | the 
Diſciple, of . Feſus is repreſented as one, 
who walks Be: hy the 7 but after the 
oe. as one” whom the Law of the $ 
t of Life by Chrift Jeſus has ſet Fe 
from the” Law of Sin and Death, one 
who & pear, does not mind or reliſh the 
things of he Fleſh, But the things of the 
"R_ One 'zn whos the Spirit 7 C og 
wells : 


/ 
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dwells : He does not ſtand at the Door 
and knock, he'does not make a tranſi- 
ent viſit ; but here he reigns, and rules, 
and inhabits: One finally in whom zhe 
Body is dead becauſe of Sin, but the 
Spirit uw life becauſe of Righteouſneſs. 
And the Reſult of all this is the Joy and 
Confidence, the Security and Tranſport 
that becomes the Child of God. Te 
have not received the Spirit of Bondage 
again to Fear , but ye have received 
the Spirit of Adoption, —_ we cry 
Abba Father. The Spirit it ſelf bear- 
eth witneſs with our Spirit, that we.are 
the Children of God ; and if Children, 
then Heirs, heirs of God, and joynt- 
heirs with Chriſt. . And now *tis no 
wonder, if the Perfett Man /ong for the 
Revelation of the Glory of the Sons of God!; 
if he cry out in Rapture, if God be 
for me who can be againſt me? who ſhall 
lay any thing to the Charge of God's 
Eleft 2 who ſhall ſeperate me from the 
Love of Chriſt > and ſo on. If any 
one would ſee the Perfef Man de- 
ſcribed in Fewer words, he needs but 
calt his Eye cn Rom. 6.22. But now 
being made free Jo Sin, and become 
Servants to God, ye have your Fruit 
unto 
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This Notion of Perfeftion counte- 
-- © panced by all ſices. 


"A Feet Thive'ſhewed that this Noti- 1 
TY on of Perfettivy is warrafited by 1 
Reaſon 4nd Scripture, 1 (tt hot why I 
I' Mould be very Solicitous, 'whether it I. 
do,* 6r 45 'not thath with the Opinions i 
of Met. But the "Truth: is, if we ex- 1 

athitte. tot {0 muth the Expreſſiors and 5 
Wors, ts the 'Sexſe and Meaning of all 
Parti>s Wot this Matter, we ſhall find 
then 'WAt enough agreed hit at the 1 
= tom. - And vis ho wonder, if (not- | 

withitindiopg (everatincidental Dz/prres) 1 

they Hold yer agree in the Mair - 
Sihce the Experience of Mankind does 

effily teach us, wha? ſort of Perfettion [ 
Hunjth Narare is capable of; and what 
ah, or cannot, aQnally be attaitied by | 
Marv. The Pelagians did not contend 
for ah ipelital Perfeftion, nor'St. Auſtin 
deny /ith'a one as was truly ſuitable to 
| Mas : 
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Man : : "the oxe. could "not 'be fo fir a 
Stranger to Human Nature, ds to'&- 
empt it, in Reality from 'thoſe Ertdrs 
and -Defets, which "the 'beſt of Men 
complain of, and Jabotr apainſt. Nor 
' was St. Auitin ſo little acquainted With 
the Power of the Goſpel, atid of 'the 
Spirit, as not to be wi ['enouÞh affered 
that Man might be Habitually 'Godd ; 

and that ſuch were illudhced 7 arid #Q- 
ed'by a firm Faith, s - a fervetit Love, 
and rip rounded Hope. The Dj ure 
between Them. theh edn&rting er. 
ſecien, did not - -conſilt-1 in This, Ser 

n might 'be Habitua Zood : | 
Was in Reality ackwow! '4'6n Both 
ſides: Nor whether the 1 Men Wete 
ſubje& to Deſetts, for Thu too, Bath 
ſides could-not but be (nfible of "Bur in 
theſe two things eſpecially. FFP, What 
was to be attributed to Grate, what to 
Nature? And this relates not to 'the- 
Definition or Eſſence of Perfettity, but 
to the Source and Origine of it, Second- 
ly, whether thoſe Irregular Moridtis . 
Defeats and Errors, to which the 'beſt 
Men were ſubje&;, were tobe accounted 
Sizs or not? Neither the one'fide hor 
the other then, as far as I can _— 
: 7 


Z2 
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did in truth miſtake the Nature of Z7# 
man Perfettion : Fach. placed it in H- 
bitzal Righteouſneſs; The one con- 
tended for no more, nor did the other 
contend for /eſS in the Perfe? Man. 
And when the oxe aſſerted him free 
from Sin, he did not affert him free 
from Defefs : And whule the other would 
not allow the beſt Man to be without 
Sin, they did not. by Six underſtand 
any thing elſe, but ſuch Diſorders, Oppo- 


fitions to, or Deviations from the Law 


of God as the Pelagian him(clf muſt needs 
own to be in the Perfe# Man. The + 
Diſpute then, was not what Man might, 
or might not attain to; for Both fides 
agreed him capable of the ſame Fab;- 
tual Righteouſneſs ; Both ſides allow- 
ed Him ſubje& to the ſame , Fraz/tzes - 
But oxe. fide would have theſe Frazlrzes 
accounted Sirs, and the other would 
uot. 
Numerous indeed have been the Con- 
troverſies between the Popr/ſb and Refor- 
med Churches about Precept and Counſel, 
Mortal and Yenial Sin, the Pofi6:lity of 
fulfilling the Law of God, the Merit of 
Good Works, and ſuch-like. Bur atter 
all, if we enquire what that ZZeight of 

Virtue 
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Virtue is to which the beſt of Men may 
arrive, what thoſe Frailties and | Infir- 
mities are to which they are ſubjeR, 
'twere I think eaſie to ſhew that the 
Wife and Gaod are an all hands agreed 
about this.” Nor does it much cancern 
my preſent purpoſe in what ſenſe, or 
on what account Papiſts think * ſome 
ſins Venial, and Proteſtants deny them 
to be ſo ; ſince neither the ane" nor the 
other, exempt the Perfeft Man from 
Isfirmities, nos aſſert any other Zeight 
or PerfetFiow then what conſiſts in 2 con- 
ſummate and well cſtabliſh'd Z/abe gf 
Virtue. Some Men may, and do talk 
very Wk ay : Bur it is very hard 
to imagine, that Sober and Pipus Men 
ſhould run in with them. Such, when 
they talk of, Fu/fling the Law pf God 
and keeping his Commandments, muſt 
ſurely underſtand this of the Law of God 
ig aGraczous and Equitable ſpl : And 
this is no more then what the Scriptare 
aſſerts of every ſincere Chriftzan., When 
they calk of, I know .ndt whit tran- 
ſcendant PerfeRjon. inf Monkery, they 
muſt ſurely njean nothing more, then 
that Poverty, Chaſtity and Obarlience 
y IRR 7 Wome. 
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are Heroick Inſtances of Faith and Love, 
of Poyerty of Spirit, and Purity of Heart ; 
and that an Aſcetick Diſcipline is the 
' moſt compendious and effeQual way to 
a Conſummate Habit of Righteouſneſs. 
Finally, by the DiſtinQion of Precep? 
and Counſel, ſuch can never intend ſure- 
Iy more then This, that we are obliged 
to /ome things under pain of Damoati- 
on; to others, by the. Hopes of greater 
Degrees of Glory : For 'tis not eaſe for 
me to comprehend, that any Man, 
whoſe . Judgment is not enſlav'd to the 
DiRates. of his Party, ſhould deny ez- 
ther of theſe two Truths. 1. That 
whatever, is neither forbidden, nor com- 
manded by any Law of God, is udif- 
ferent. 2... That no Man can do more 
"then love the Lord his God, with all 


his Heart, with all. his Soul, and with 


all his Might,. and his Neighbour as him- 
ſelf. 1 fay, there is no Degree or In- 
ſtance 'of.. Obedience, .that is not com- 
_ priſed within the Lazitede and Per- 
fetion of theſe Words. But whatever 
ſome of the Church of Rome, or it 
may be, the greater part of - it, may 
- think ; This, 'tis plain, was the —_ 
0 
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of the Ancients, St. Auſtin (a) could (a) Lue- | 


never underſtand any Merit or Excel- vu!” 


lence in thoſe things that were, Matter ſed ou 
of Counſel not. Precept, unleſs they flow- _— 


ed from, and had regard tothe Love of tum refs 

God, and. our dx rar 1 And Caffian's #7 51 
(5) Excellent Monks reſolved all the va» ad deligen- 
ue of ſuch things, to conſiſt ia their 0m 
tendency to promote Apoſtolical Purity mun prop 


and Charity. And Gregory Nazianzen if Penn, 
(c) thought it very extravagant, to pre+ Foo bo 


tend 10 be Perfefter then the Rule, wn (b) 4s 


Exadter then the Law. (oila yoo = 


litates 
Statutes videmus, & tempora ; & que fic obſerv, s [andti cant, ut 
omi(ſe ni of += Media effe LA of et, ac "a | nr agri- 
cult any ivities, ſolitudinis fee Colla. Parr. 
Talem 1gitur Defnitionem ſupra Jequnii, &c. Nec in ipſo ſpei noſtve ter- 
minum defigamus, ſed ut per ipſum ad puritatem Cordis & Apoſtolicam 
Cbaritatem pervenire | + ibid.,: (c) wait '5Þ rips rep pragyr 


9s To Owrie, —_ 5 agrinee tduTregN "ey mis «AF 
cx thay Greg. Nazien. : 


The Quakers have made much noiſe 
and ſtir about the Doftrine of Perfefi- 


on, and have refledted very ſeverely on 


others, as ſubverting the. great | 
of our Redemption ( A <= IS A 
ance from Sin ) & upholding . the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs : But with oh 
Juſtice will. eaſily appear whea I have 
re th. their Sexſe, which I will 

D 2 do. 


F —_ 


Dm 


i 


 Robighons\ Perfelion Explain d. 
)&o very: Impartially, and-in-as few and 
| DAYS plain! words as l can. Mr.W.P. (&) 


29008 "| tells 'us,- that They are fo far Infallible 


and. Perfett, as th are led by tbe Spi- 

-- rift.” This/is indeed 7rve, but 'tis mcer 

.. Frifling: For This is an Infallibility and 

'. » Perfettion which. no man denies, who 

_ _ beheves in the Holy. Ghoſt ; (fince who- 

-.. . 4, ever: follows/ Hs Guidance muſt 'be mn 

--  the-right, unlefs the Holy Ghoſt him- 

..-1 ſelf beinrhewrong ? He urges, 'tis true, 

_ © | ® great\aumber - of ''Screprares to ſhew 

(they are his own words) '#bat" a State 

Er Perfettion from Sin 5 bough not in 

foo WW; {om aud Glory # attainable 

-. ,  iaithis Life; But this" 1s roo dark and 

Dix orr a. hidt. to infer the. Senſe . off his 

{ Fo Jig: from jt. © Mr. Ed." Burroughs (© 

Fes, &e.1s* more” full. We Believe (faith 

that the Saints upon Earth may receive 

neſs of Sims, - and may be-perfettly 

freed from the Body of Six and Death, 

and'in Chriſt may be perfett and with- 

oat Sin, "and. may have vittory over all 
Temptations, 'by Faith ' in Fefus Chriſt. 

And: we believe every Saint that is £1 

ted of God, onght to preſs" after Perfetti- 

on, and\to over-come the Devil, and all 


his Temptattons\ upon Farth + "Ard we 


Believe. 


CP EY LS. etna, 
"—_ 
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Believe that: faiehfa ware: iofer. 27; 
fat ghar '#ty and  "betc gt Fer 
without Sin in the Image of the ie 
Aud ſuch walk ot after the: Fleſh, But 
after the Spirit, and are. in Covenant 
with God, and their fins are ttiottedione, 
and remembrtas more Por abey | craft 
to commit fm, being Bors of the Sent\af 
God. If by Sw here, he means; 'aghe 
ſeems too,” De/itberate-or 'Pre ſammy tu- 
ous Sin ; I'do not think any Rſlablah'd 
Church, whether Proteſtax#' or >Popi 
Teaches otherwiſe. -Mrov\Barctay-: GH —_ 
goes very Methodically "to work, wand 
tft ſets down«rhe\ſtgrebfrothe:'Qtheſt 
on 1 \thew eoiibates thoſe that differ | 
Him, Kermr intiy Obje&ions\\cut- of 
Scripture z "and '; Vafldy;etabtiſbes' this 
Own. Dbariner: 7As to then Paſallith 
whith houſjercs; he:tcts us knowp Thur 
ir-is to be detiveddrom: zh Spore of 
Che ; thatiit:conſiſtsnotin awTrrpoF 
Gviliry os of. Sidning;] bur = Pofliditity''of 
tor Sinning 42> And: that tis !Pe:f2# Dian 
is'tezpable:bf:Daily--Growth” and: (Jar 
provement.” ..Mihett: —__ [ lvecad- 
ded; that he ſpeaks ny of: Thur 
which we call Wil 1%, 'as' appears 
0 ——_— A of iry-dapis ck 
+ = 


» 


3v Religrous Perfetion Pxplaind. 


it, iniquity; Wickedneſs; Impurity, the 
Service of Satan, and. attributes. ſuch 
Effects. to: it) as belong. not-.at 'all to 
what we'call Sims of. .Arfixmity ; when 
| T.fay-Fhis is added to render his: Senſe 

_ clear,:\can- readily \ fubitribe 110 him : 

For. 1 know«.no ſuch Dofrines in our 

Charch as Thoſe which lie there: oppoſes ; 
namely,::that the Regenerate are to live 
in'$:, atid that\their\ Good Works :are 
Impare 'and'Sixful. But then; he etther 
miſtakes the: Main Point: in: Debate, vr 
. >, '- prudently.:declines it: For'ithe Queſti- 

-* .” on:is, not, whether good-Men may-live + 
in' Mortal or Wilfal- Sin, but whether 
good \Meo are not ſubje&t:to Frazl/ies 
and 1ufirmities, which are-indeed Sivs 
though'riot /#:mputable under the. Cove- 
nant'of Grace, Whether -:the (Quakers 

got:naw. inquire! becauſe"; if they- be, 
they+! are ' already | :confidered. - 'Fwo 
thingsthere are in Mr. Barclay's : ſtate 
of the Queſtion, which I cannot ſo. well 
approve of; the Oc'is, that he expreſſes 
himfelff6 injudicioufly: about.the growth 
and” improvement of' :his Perfeft : Man, . 
that: he ſeems to  forget| the Differerce | 
the Seriptares make between Babes _ | 
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full Grown| Men in Chri#?, and: to place 
Perfection fo.:low in reference to Pofi- 
tive, Righteouſneſs, or: Virtue, as if it 
conſiſted in ; Negateve. only, or __ 
from Sin. -:/The Ocheris,::That thoug 

he does not, peremptorily/affirm a State 
of  Impeccabjlity;attainable in; this - Lite, 
yet he: ſeems inclined to Belzeve it, and 
imagines it countenanced by x Fob. 3. 9. 


But he ought: to have :conſider'd; That 


whatever-[mpeccability may be-inferr'd 
from that:7ext, it 15 attributed, .not to 
ſome extraordinary Perſons, but: to all 
whoſoever they, be that areBorn'of God, 
bat-this is: out of -my way... All\that [ 
am:to obſerve upon the whole 4s, that 
Theſe Men: place: Perfeion eſpecially 
inrefrainingfromS:n : Ladvance higher; 
and: place! it:.in- a welbſetled Zahir of 
Righteouſaeſs; :-:And I believe they- wall 
be-as little diſlarisfied with me for:this, 
as | am with-them, for aſſerting the Per- 
fect Man freed- from. Sin. | For; as:Mr. 
Rarclay expreſſes himlf,. I: think.he has 
in;reality . no Adverſarics/but:Avtimomz- 

ans;and Rawters.,, fo © 
;-As to That. Perfeftion\which! us mag- 
nified: by. : Mi/tzeal- Writers, ſome of 
Them haye. only darkentd und. obſcured 
D 4 the 


19=.. 00 = Explaigrl 
ix pleni9m - 2 Soph Ee of 


Them rag 75g with more - Life: 
and' Heat than::other:-yſ6n / ordinarily 
dy, reorathend nothing i but that 26 
liveſs which-begios 'in rhe! Fear, and is 
cohſammace:ia'the Love of God; which 
enlighrens:the Mind, the Heart, 
and (fires and anites Man'to his Save- 
raigr Good, 'that is God: And 1. am' 
ſure 1:ſhall nor differ-withi Theſe, 1: 
There are, 1'confels, almoſt imumera- 
yrs fayings of the Fathers, which ſuffici- 
wely taflts how lathe Friends they were 
rep brag [nm ſuch a Notion of it as 
stov generally embraced in the Church 
jo Rome. > Thee Primitive > 3 
bat: Emery: TE was n pro- 
fefled ans Atl Glf- IE - 
—_—— 'to' Saperervgation 'a 
ri; and ir invited Menvarneſtly'rorre-: 
flet upon 'ithe Sins and' 8/3ps of Life; 
and ou that Oppoſition: which the Law 
— Body. maintains! againft the Law. 
of the: Mind, in ſome Degree or other; 
in the Beſs Men. This Confideratio- 
repre \Biſbop of deryora to that 
! hogeſt C FRaque Juſti- 
tra Noftra licet per Chioeets Infufro- 


nem 


_—_— — ww we a 7 AR Ot een + 
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emf 02 P#;> 606: though wilr'R rEyY 
eg 'wf "tha? Foot _ Spe." 
rit" feels abrond'im' our Heirtd)' be" Sh 
cere and Real; yeb'fs\ i not" and 
_ conſummate, beeauſe of the Oppoſition” of - 
\ Concupiſcence: $0 that Rt is an indiſpen- 
fable Duty of Chriſtianity, to be perpetu- 
42 bewailing the Errors of Life. Where- 
fore we are oblig'd Mb t6 confeſs with 
Se. Auſtin,, That exr. Ri range. in this 
Life, con As SfIng 7u t e Pardon "of dur 
Sins, then the” het jection of our Vir- 
Fes. All this is endoobredty true, but 
ednitrtis norms "Þ never [Print Sfany 
mitts patiing the Could of! Lif&ipiAbout 
$i: Nor d6/'fevrend for bis a fas. 
felfion as St. Adil 10, Whith 
will a9vie of int) Iyefeale; ad bs Sung 
from Deſt nd Pyevrs!' Phe 
the” bwber rafd,>Veoafelb Tock - ii 
think, fore! carry thiomants} 


06 "far : 
#ndwhile they'labour ro\abkrd thts" Þyide 
and Confidence of mln; give” roo mmutti 
irfou efit" to” Nez ove” und -Pre- 
_ 'T exemor {ce '(b3w-! | 
Relapſes into Deltberate ARs of . 
e@nels, cat conſiſt with @ wellſthd and 
eſtubliſy'$ Kaho "of Goodneſs, The 
rr; haben ir ſore, 'aad a Torr of 
Implicite 


Relig Frfeien Euplaw. 


th” tl. ae od ed Ree. Sond 


Inglicts -Faith for their, : Authority in 


others; bas'.produced|.many. awwary 
Bapreions, yd L ter ba very anſound 
and. CLOUs Netions —_ a mat- 


CHAP, v1'Y 


Wfec deduced from the Noth: 
> Opt, of Perfebhian. . 


: "_— Vir, 


in the two former C 
fix'd the. Notion of Religious Per- 
jottirs and; prov'd it, conſonant ta Reaſon 
and Seriptuce; and not fo.only, but. ak 
fo, made ir appear, that it is countenan- 
tha" Unanimons Conſext of 44, 
who : ve.eycr: bandled This - SubjeQ.. 
I have, now; to;da, but by way. 
of Tvference; to. repeoſegzrehe, Adventages 
We may reap.from it. 
+1. It 35fxom' hence. plain, That Per-. 
ſod mult ny poghen mn Famnatck 
Spocula vor yarary rvVances, 
but- inthe; ſolid -and nfefal; Yzrtzes of 
the Goſpe/;in the Works. of Faith, the 
Labour of, Love, and. the. Potioncs: .of 
OPEC ; 


(\ 
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_ ; in the Purity. and Humility of 
a Child of Light; in the Conſtancy 
and Magnanimity which becomes: one. 
who - has brought..the Body; into; fub- 
jection, and bas ſet his AfteQions. on 
things above... Thig, ſtate.of ; ion 
is, well enough; deſcribed by, the Ryle of 
St.. Bennet. _ Ergo his omnibus ZHumilita- 
21s Gradibus aſcenhs, Monacbus i-mi#%k 4d 
| Charitatem, '&q. The, Monk\baving; -paſ- 
ſed through theſe ſeveral Stages of Fln- 
mility or Mortification, wif. arrive -at 
that; Love of, God which: caſteth.out. fear-; 
by mbich he wil. be enabled to perform al 
things with Eaſe and hy and. 'a; 
it. were : Natural/ _ f Pere: 
form 'd with Re! 'Dr read $2ibe, 
ing now moved and akon 
rars...of Hell, but by eli oght in Good- 
neſs, end the force of ay —_— Hdabits, 
Both which, Chriſt, by bis . Spirit, Fauch- 
ſafes. to. increaſe and; exalt_inchix; Ser- 
way? now: cleans d'- and purg from all 


Sin. aud Piced i) Ying oy LEAs 23 17 
2. This'/Notion of .P erfefian, Proves 
all Men: to-lie-under .an O#hgadien:.to 


it.:: For 2s Allare;copable of amiHebit 
of -HolineG, ſ0;:is it the\ Duty.,of All 


(O  endeovpur aler it.. \If Perfe#ion were 
indeed 


the. ters, 


Li 


OO EI NPE I—_y at 
— 
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_ Gifts. 


— Avgelical State ;'if it did id con 


fiſt in ary Exemprion: from all Defects 


_ and Infirmitics, and in ſuch/an Elevation 


of Vertus; to which nothing can be *'ad- 
ded ;©4#44-1:confels, all Diſcourſes of it, 
and tAch "more alf-rrempre (after it, 
world be! vain "and itſoſetit tos.”  F 
again” it- diÞronfift i ome Hero- 
ick —_— Re"  xphich\ frould 
_—_ LON thing fo Sr 
lar in it; 'esThould' make © 46 Jowke 2) 
like a'Mrace thana' Duty, it were thex 
tobee t-once nan; Ae, from 
ſome" \Dxtradrafinary Perſon, called! ro 
by" Poenliar - I»ſpirations, and Exers- 
'But' if -Chr/tian Per- 
#5 'Thaye proved, only a well 
Fhubirt of >Gortinefs, if "ir 


. bg: 


AiſeÞ food SiieHi 4 valy, When S;xce- 


any i at and ony, Hot 


when bw: thet” cis plain;rhat every 
ben) re $f cundewien Oblipation."to 
"ICE »rhe i :Sopiprave "Ox 
horts All zo operf felt Holineſdvn the fear of 
ay Rd "iy Perfet60n, Fleb. 6. And 
45-08e> great ond; of 'ths 


j00 of 2 finding SMoniftry ini the 


Churches (of Chih, Ts. the ; perfe 
Ing. the" Saivts, the - edifyany* the - Body 
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of Chriſt , til we ab come in the Vvity of 
the: Faith, and of the' Knowledge | of the 
Son of Ged, unto a | Perfeth Mon, unto 
the meaſure of the flature of : the. fuineſs 
of Chriſt, Eph. 4.125 13. And.hence it 
is, that we fiod "the - Apaſies. purſuing 
this great End, by their Prayers' and 
Labasrs, earneſtly contending and-en- 
deavouring to ' preſent all. Chriſtians 
Perfe before God. x 'Theſl: 3.) 10. : 
Night. and Day praying: exceedingly, that 
we might ſee your | face, avd; might per- 
fedt that which u lacking 4» your Faith. 
Col.-1. 28. Whom/ we preach, warning 
every.'Mar, and teaching every Man in 
«4 wiſdom, that: we: may. preſent. :every 
Man perfett in Chriſt) Jeſus; (ee: 1 Pet. 5. 
x0,'Coll. 4. 13. Nay turther,.the Scrip- 
tare: frequently puts. us in: mind;- that 
they' are in a State: of Dayger, who do 
not proceed and grow in Grace, and: preſs 
on yer uy dr 5c = All.this is 
very eaſily accountable, taking PerjeZi- 
on for a ebl ſetled Habit of Holineſs ; 
but en.no other Notion of it. - 11: + 

- 3- This Acconnt of | Perfetion: re 
moves Thoſe Scraples. which are often 
Qarted: about the: Degrees of Holineſs 
and, Meaſures .of Duty, and are'wo 


[9 
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to: diſturb the Peace, :clog the Vigour, 
and 'damp-the Alacrity of many well 
Meaning -ac Good People. Nay, ma- 
ny'of Acate Parts and Good Learning, 
are often'puzled about. this Matter-: 
Some teaching that:'Man is not bound 
todo "his beſt ; others on the quite 
contrary; that he is ſo far bound to it, 
that he is always oblig'd to purſac 'the 
moſt 'Perfef# Duty, to chooſe the moſt 
Perfe "Means, and 'to-exert the utmoſt 
of thatSrrexgth, and aQ according to the 
utmoſt of that Capacity with which God 
| has endowed him.:Now all theſe things, 
when 'we come 'to apply theſe General 
Dodrines'to Particu/ar Inſtances,: and 
a vaſt variety 'of Circumſtances, have ſo 
much *Latitude, Ambiguity, and Un- 
certainty 'in them, that Men of 7ender 
Conſciences, -and Defefive Underſtand- 
ing, reap nothing from ſuch high flown 


Tudeffuite Diſcourſes, but Doxbrs and 


Scruples.” It requires a Strong and Pe- 
netrating -Judgment, to reſolve what 'is 
the urmoſt Extent of our Power and 
Capacity ; What the eff Mean, and 
what the moſt Perfett Duty, when many 
preſent themſelves to us, and all warz- 


ouſly circumſtantiared. But now, as I 
have 


i 
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have ſtated Matters, we” are bound in- 
deed to purſue and labour' after Growth 
and [mprovement in the Love'of God, 
and Charity towards our Neighbour, 
in Purity, Humility, andthe hke: And 
this we ſhall certainly do, if we be 
Sincere ; in other Matters we are left to 
our Prudence; and if the Error of our 
Choice proceed only from an Error in 
Judgment, not'a Corruption in our Hearts, 
we are ſafe enough. ' He, 

4. "Tis very eafie to diſcern now 
where we ſtand in reference to Perfe?+ 
on; how remote we are front it, or how 
ear to it. For the nature of an Habit bes 
ing plain and Intelligible, the' Effe#s and 
Properties of it, obvious to the'Meaneft 
Capacity, is eafie to determine upon an 
Impartial Examination, whether we be 
Habitually Good or not, or what ' 4p- 
proaches we have made towards it. And 
becauſe this is a Matter of no ſmall /m- 
portance, and Men are generally back- 
ward enough to advance too far into 
ſuch Refleiovs and Applications, as may 
breed any Diſturbance totheir Peace, or 
any Diminution of their Good Opinion 
for themſelves, though neither the one 
nor the other be too well —_ - 

all 
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tall got nbigkany, Fume; PHDep A if. 1 
heretaks; this task upon me z. Pon Yea 
your by AT” Particular ions, 

to lay- every, Man's. [9 4s plainly 
open to. his-Fiew as | cag..:; . 

' iſt, Then;,from; the Nation $3EE gle 
ven of Tara: it £-+ohma That: of 
a Man's Life he. very. never, Uocon: 
ſtant, bee ig ne to it (elf,. if 
he- be to day. a Saint, and, to morrow'a 
Sinner, if he Yfeld to day.to.the. Motives 
of the. Goſpel, and Impulſes of the Spr- 
rit,. aod to morrow to the Sollicitatians 
" of the Fleſh, .and Temptations of ty 
World, be. is far from being FOI; 
far, . that there is not ground enough to 
conclude Him Sixcere or Reas,. though 


Imperfeft Convert, The * only _ 
tain Proof of Regeneration is Victory 


he that is born of God over-cometh. the 
World, 1 Job, 5. 4- Faith,: thou it be 
Zrue, is not bad | Saving,and Juſtt- 
fying till it-have ſubdued the 1947, . and 
captivated the Heart, 5. c. till we. be» 
dy Live by. Faith ; . which is. 'eVi- 

from That Corn. 1nthe, Parable, 
.which though, it, ſhot.. up... yet; had. it 
not Depth / of Earth, [nor Root enough , 
and therefore - was withered. . U ap \ and 


rought 
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brought forth, »o fruit. Regret and 
Sorrow for Sin is an Excellent Paſſion, 
but till it has {ſubdued our Corruptions, 
chang'd our AﬀeSions, and purified our 
Hearts, tis not that Saving Repentance 
in the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 7.10. Godly ſorrow 
worketh Repentance, ngt to be repented of. 
We may have ſome ſudden Heats and 
Paſſions for Vertue, but if they be 
too fhort liv'd to implant it in us, 
this is ot that Charity or Love which 
animates and impregnates the New 
Creature mentioned, Gal. 5, 6. Faith 
working by Love. Laſtly, we may have 
good Purpoſes, Intentions, nay, Reſolu- 
tions; bur if theſe prove too weak to 
obtain aCongueſt over our Corruptions, 
if they prove too weak to reſiſt the 
Temptations we were wont to fall by, 'tis 
plain that they are not ſuch as can de- 
monſtrate us Righteous, or entitle us to 
a Crown, which 1s promiſed to him that 
overcometh, And here I cannot but re- 
mark, to how little purpoſe Controver- 
s have been mulciplied about the Ju- 
Tification of Man. *'Tis one thing for 
God to juftifie us, 42. e. to Pardon our 
Sins, and account us Righteous and his 
Children ; and —_— for us to now, bo 
= 


——_ 
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| be aſſured that he does ſo. If we enquire 


after the former, 'tis plain to me, that no 
Man caf be accounted Righteous by God, 
till he really # fo : And when the Man 
is Sanfiffed throughout in Spirit, Soul, 
and Body ;* then 1s he certainly Juſtified, 
and not till then. And this 1 think is 
confeſſed. by all, except Antinomzans ; 
and whatever Difference there is amongſt 


. Chriſtians in this Matter, it lies in the 


Formsand Variety of Expreſion. They 
that contend earneſtly for the Neceflity 
of Good works, do not, Iſuppoſe, ima- 


 gine, that the Works are Holy,before the 


Heart 1s ({o; for as is the Fountgin, ſuch 
will be its Srreams, as is the Tree, fach 
will be its Fruirs. - What Mbſurdicy then 


' bs there in admitting that Mean are jaſti- 


fied before they bring forth Good Works; 
if they cannot bring forth Good Works 
till they be Sandified and Chang'd 2 On 
the other hand, they who contend fo 
earneſtly for fo fcatien by Faith with- 
out Works, do not only fuppoſe that 
the Man is throughly changed, by the 
Tafuſion of Habitual Grace, butalfo that 
this Grace, as. ſoon as it has opportuni- 
ty, will exert and expreſs it (elf* in good 


Works: And they do readily gcknow- 


ledge 


” 
"4 
4 . 
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work by Love, is an Hiſtorical Unani- 
mated Faith. And if fo, how natural 
is it to compriſe 1n that Holineſs which 
juſtifies, not only the change of the 
Heart, but of the 4fﬀions 2 But here I 
think it is well worth the conſidering}; 
whether that thorough Charge in the »a- 
ture of a Sinner,which is called Holineſs, 
be now effected at once, and in a mo- 
ment, and not rather gradually and in 
time? For this may give ſome light to 
the DoArme of Juſtification, and draws 
off from Speculations and Theories, to 
more Uſeful and PraQtical Thoughts 
and Diſcourſes about it. "Tis true, in 
the Primitive times , when the Con- 
_ rey Aoenſt es bt by a 

azling liglit, -by Sarpt1 Miracles, 
by Rxberntt Influxes of the Sp7ri:, and 
the Concurrence of many extraordina- 


ry things, Sandtification (as in the Goaler - 


and his Family, AQ. 16.) might be be- 


doubt it ts rarely ſo with us at thy 
ay ; our Vices are not fo ſuddenly 
ſabdued, norour Vertues fo ſuddenly im- 
planted. Oxr Convictions in the Be- 
ginning of a are ſeldom ſo 
| 2 tull 


gue and finiſhed in the ſame hour. Bur 
d 


ledge that - the Faith which does wor + 
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full and clear as. Theirs: And if we 
may judge. by the Efes, *cis bur fel- 
dom that the Principle of a New Lite 
is infusd in the ſame Plenty. and Power 
it appears to have been in Them. And 
if ſo, then theſe things will follow ; 
7. Though.in the firſt Plantation of the 
Goſpel Men being converted, as it were 
in a Moment, ingratted by Baptiſm into 
Chrif}, and receiving the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Earneſt of their Fuftification or Accep- 


' tance with God, and their future Glory : 


We may very well ſay of them, that they 
were not only Fuſtified, but allo knew 
themſelves to be ſo, before they had 
brought forth any other Fruit of Righte- 
ouſneſs, than what was implied in the De- 
dication of. themſelves to Chrif# by that 
ſolemn Rite of Baptiſm; but at zhu day, 
when Converſion is not effeed in the 
ſame manner ; when Faith and Good 
Works do mutually cheriſh one another, 
when Righteouſneſs is nor brought forth 
into victory, but by Joxg labour and tra- 
vel; I ſee not why Faith and Good 


Works may not be pronounced jointly 


and axtecedently necellary to our JuS77- 
fication. - 2. The DoQrine of + Jnfu/ed 
| Habits 


— —————_— 
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Habits has been much ridiculed and 
expoſed, as abſurd by ſome Men; and I 
muſt confeſs, if it be Eſſexttal to a Ha- 
bit, to be acquired by length of time, 
and repetition of the ſame Acts, then 
an [»fus'd Habit is a very Odd Exprel- 
fion : But why God cannot produce in 
us thoſe ſtrong Diſpoſitions to Vertue- 


in a Moment, which are nataraly produ- . 


ced by Time; or why we may not af- 
cribe as much efficacy to Infus'd Grace, 
as Philoſophers are wont to do to repeat- 
ed ' Ats, I cannot ſee > Nor can [ ſee 
why ſuch Diſpofitions when: I»fus'd,may 
not be called Habits, if they have all 
the Properties and Effetts of an' Habit. 
And that ſuch excellent Diſpoſitions were 
on'a ſudden. wrought in the Minds 'of 
Chriſtians in' the beginning of Chriſti- 
anity, -is too plain from the Hiſtory of 
thoſe times to'need a proof. Butwhether 
ſuch Changes are ordinarily effected fo 
ſuddenly at 2hrs day, -we have much 
reaſon to doubt ; nay, Ithink it appears 
from what I have (aid, there is ſufficient 
reaſon to'deny it. And if ſo, the 7nfu- 
fron of + Habits cannot beſo properly in- 
ſiſted on 'mow as then; and we may be 
more ſubje& to make aunwarrantable In- 

"1 ferences 


Te Klin Faſcia 


ferences from the. Doftrine of [ufus'd 
Habits, then they were in thoſe brighc 
and Mzracalous days. 3. As our Pro- 
greſs to Saudificatios mult be ſlower then 
tormerly , as it muſt, be /ouger be- 
fore the Grace that is infusd ſo far, 
maſter our corruption, and dilate and |} 
diffuſe it ſelf through our whole Nature, | 
as that we may juſtly be denaminated 
Holy and Righteous from the. prevalence *' 
of this Holy Principle: So by a neceſla- | 
ry conſequence, our Juſtification mult 
commence /ater. But alzgr all, 1 know 
. not why we ſhould be fo inquiſitive af- 
ter the time of our Juftification by God. 
The Comfort of a Chriſtian does not re- 
ſult immediately from God's. Juſtifying 
him, bur from his knowing that he does 
ſo. Andif this be the thing we are now 
ſearching; after, namely, what rational 
Aſſurance we can have of our Juſtificati- 
0»,and when, as indeed it is ; then,though 
I do-not pretend to determine, that Man | 
# not, or may not be Jullifid. or account- | 
ed righteous by God, upon a thorough 
| Change of Mind or Soul ,. before this 
change diſcovers it {elf in a. Series. of 
Viftories over thole Temptations by 
which he was led Captive beiore ; *n 


— 
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I aſſert Firſt, That the: true and ſolid 
proof of the Sunftificarion of the Heart, 
1s Sauftity of Life. | Next, when Þ tallt 
of: Fifory, | ſuppoſe Man- gags | 
ſappole him excountred by Temptations 
20d Exemies ; and they I affixm; that the 
Faith which s not ſtrong enough — 
= is not - ſtrong enough to 'Juſtifte ; 
ny Man dendas? ang 0 Fo Faith 
which is Foil'd to day, uer tOmor- 
: T anſwer, I muſt leave this to God: 


Eea can pronounce nothing: of the Sixcerz- 


ty of the Heart, 'but by theoutward: Des 
portment and Succefs.. ' And th thisbe the 
proper way of judging'oF a Man's Since- 
rity, I am ſure Imay with - mack more 
confidence”. affirm ,' thati nothing leſs 
then YV:fory can be a clear! Argument 
of Perfedion. My buſineſs therefore ſhall 
ever be to be Holy, and then I'm ſure 1 
ſhall be -F##Zifed; 116 1 be Holy, God 
who. cannot err will cer account 


me (o ; andif{ ceaſe tobe 3! God muſt 


ceaſe. . to arcount:'me' fo. :Aad this is 
all which | defi dofign by this: tong” Pera- 


graph:\ That is, to reader m_ more 


careſtand diligent 1 in making their Cal- 
ling: and Ele&tion fare, and' to prevent 
Prefumption and groundleſs Configtnce. 

E 4 And 
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And that nothing that I have here ſaid, 
may be- perverted to dvoatrary purpole ; 
that no-Man from ſome paſſionate reſolu- 
tions or {uddenichanges of his own Mind, 
may be termpted to-conclude too haſtily 
of his being [F«f7ified, as if the change 
wrought -in,-him,. were equal to 'that 
commonly: effected in the pry Converts 
of Chriſtianity ; - | think it nor. amiſs to 
put-ſuch a one mn mind, that even 7he/e 


were not Juſtified, unleſs they did pro- 


feſ6. Chriff: with the Mouth as well as 


Behkeve: in. him with (the, Heart ; and 


that this/peblick Profeſſion of Chriſti- 


anity in'#bpſe :: days, was: equivalent to 


many Good: Works in Theſe. 


ger and. Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, has 


reaſon to ſuſpe, that bis Rega/arity is: 


little more; then' common. Defgercy and 
Czvility, and-to doubt, leſt 'his: Religi- 


. on be nothing elle _ but Cyffom':or com> 
mon. Prudexce. I ſee not. bow.ſo mich 
Indifference and i Sluggiſhneſs, can' conſiſt 
with a firm Belief and Expetation of a' 


Crown, with a ſincere : Love 'of God and 


Righteonſueſs. But if we ''may ſuppoſe 
ſuch u one reſtrained from-Evil, and. 


pre- 


2 _ n 


_ 24h He that feels in himſelf little or 
no Fervency. of Spirit, little or no Hun-: 


% _ 
—_ %” _——_— 
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preſerved in the way of Duty, after a 
ſort, by the Fear of God, and a Defire 
of Heaven, yet certainly this 'can be 
but the Ivfancy of the New Creature 
at moſt : And the 'beſt advice that can 


be given ſuch a one, 3s ſurely that of 
St. Peter, that by adding one degree of 


Vertue to another, he would uſe all "di- 
ligence to make his 'Calling and Elefion 
ſare, 2 Pet. i. 10. | 

3dly, If a Man's Religion produce 
very few Good Works, or fuch only 'as 
put him to little travel or expence, we 
may conclude, that this Man is-'not 
PerfeF; his Charity is too weak, too 
narrow to be that of an exalted *Chri- 
ſtian : The beſt rhat we can think of 
ſuch' a one is, That he is yet* taken up 
in the Diſcipline of Mortification," that 


heis contending with his' Lu/ts'and Paſ- 


flons, which are not yet fo far reduc'd, 
{o-far 'ſubdu'd and' brought under, as to 
leave him in' a State of Liberty and 
Peace, arid in a capacity of extending 
and * enlarging his Charity. This Re- 
mark, | that 'the 7yconfiderableneſs of our 
Good Works is reaſon enough to que- 


ſtion, ' not only one's Perfet:on, but * 


Sincerity, holds good in ſuch Caſes only, 
where 


LO = —_— 


[at 
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where neither the Opportunity nor Ca- 
pacity: of higher and nobler Performan- 
ces 1s wanting. I dare: not pronounce 
that no Man can be a Chriſtian, unleſs 
he be fit to be a Martyr: 'Tis true, the 
loweſt . of Sixcerity muſt - imply 
2 purpoſe and Reſeiution of Univerſal 
Obediegce, in Defiance of all Temptati- 
ons3, but yet That Grace, for ought | 
can prove to the contrary, may be ſuffi- 

- Cient to-Save a Man, that is, ſufficient to 
maſter the Difficulties be is to encoun- | 
ter. with, although - he ſhould not be 
to. grapple with the  Diſtempers and 
Tryals to which the Body, and the State 
of arotber Man may be {ubjea, Sure- 
the Wiſdom and the Faithfulneſs of 
can, be no Re gi they. 
to-..qualifie any one for the.diſcharge of 
thoſe duties which he thinks fit to call 
him.to: And if the diſcharge of. ſuch 
duties be-aot a ſufficient Proof. of, our 
Sincerity,' we can. never have-any,-but 
muſt, be always held, in ſuſpence. and 
torture about our future State, \... I foe 
no reaſon. ta:queſtion,:but that the-Dif- 
Ciples of our Lord were in/ a State. of 
«Grace before the Refurrefiion, and the 
following Pentecoſt: And yet eng + [ 
| ave 


i Fae Ep a 


have plain Reaſon to believe,. that they 
werenct fit to be Martyrs and Coxfeſors 
till then ; the. Grace they had Zefore 
might, F doubt it not, have <cnabled 
them to live Yirtouſly amidſt Copmoen 
and Ordinary Temptations : But it was 
neceſſary rhat they ſhould be endow'd 
with Power from, oa High, before they 
could be fit to encounter thoſe fery 
Tryals, to which the Preaching of the 


dre. je. able to. drink of the, Cup, that .7 


fear 


A... __ 
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fear G«i/t more then its Puniſhment : 
Such 'a Love of God, as rather then 
offend Him, to be content to Precipi- 
tate and Plunge bimſelf into the. Jaws, 
not of Death, like the Martyrs, but of 
Hell it (elf. | | 
qthly, Tf the Duties of Religion be 
very troubleſome and wneafie to a Man, 
we may from hence conclude, that he 
is not Perfeft : For though the Begin- 
ving of Wiſdom and Vertue be general- 
iy barſs and ſevere to the Foo/ and Sin- 
er, yet to him that has Conquered, the 
Yoke of Chriſt is eafie, and bhisBurden 
light, to him that u filled with the Love 
God, bis Commandments are not grie- 
woxs; hence 'is that obſervation of 'the 
Son of 'Szrach, Ecclus. 4. 17, 18. For 
at the firſt ſhe will walk with him by 
crooked ways, and bring fear and dread 
pon him, and torment him with her diſ- 
cipline, until ſhe may traſt his Soul and try 
him by her Laws, then will ſhe return the 
fraight way unto him, and comfort him, 
and ſhew bi m" her ſecrets. The reaſon 


Z 
of this Aſſertion 'is palpable, it is the 
nature of an Habzt to render difficult 
Things eafte, harſh Things pleaſant, to 
fix a floating and uncertatrn Humour, - 

- | Nurſe 
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Nurſe and Ripen a weak and tender Di/- 


_ poſition into Nature. And'tis as reaſon- 


able to expect theſe effes 1n Religious, 
as in any other ſorts of Habits, 

| Lafthy, He who does not find Religi- 
on full of Pleaſure, who does not Glory 
in God, and rejoyce in our Lord Feſus, 
he who is not filled with an humble 


Aſſurance of the Divine Favour, and a 


Joyful expeftation of Immortality and 
Glory, does yet want {omething,. he is 
yer defetive, with reſpe&t, either to 
the brightneſs of IPumination, the Ab» 


ſoluteneſs of Liberty, or the Ardor of _ 


Love ; he may be a Good Man, and have 
gone a great way in. his Chriſtian Race ; 
but there is ſome thing ſtill behind to 
Compleat and Perfed him ; ſome Error or 
other creates him groundleſs Scruples, 
ſome Incumbrance or Impediment or 
other, whether an Infelicity of Tem- 


per, or the Incommodiouſneſs of his 


Circumſtances, or a little too warm an 
Application towards ſomething of the 
World, retards his Vigour and abates 
his Jffedtions. 

I have now finiſhed all that Ican think 
neceſſary ro form a general /dea of Re- 
ligious Perfeion : For I have not only 

| given 


— 
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given'a plain; Definition or Deſcription 
of 'it, and Confirmw'd and Fortified that 
Deſecriptida. by Reaſon and Scripture, 
and the currant Senſe of all Sides and 
Patties, but have alſo by. various 7vfe- 
texces, . deduc'd from the Geyeral Noti- 
on of Perfefion, precluded all ground- 
tefs Pretenfions to 77, and enabled Men 
to fee how far they are removed and 
diftavut from it, or how near they. ap- 
proach it. The »ext thing Iam to do, 


according to the Method I have propo- 
ſed, is, 'to confider the Fruits and 4d- 
vantages of Perfeftion. A conſideration 
which will furniſh us with many great, 
and I hope effetaal Incitements or 
Motzves to it; and demonſtrate its Sub- 
fervencit to our Happineſs. 


CHAP 


of the Fruit of PerfeSion. 


CHAP. IV. 


A General Account of the Bleſſed 
 Effeds of Religions Perfe&i- 
ONs ; - * 


H E Glorious and Delightful Fruits 
 J of Religious Ferfettion,may be re- 
duc'd to thefe four Heads. 


Firſt, It advances the Hewour of the 
True and Living God, and of his 
Son Jeſus in the World 

Secondly, It. promotes the Good of 

Mankind, 

ms , It produces in the Perfe# 

voy, A bp Aſſurance of Eternal 

Mis wo pats him in Poſſeſſion of 
true Happineſs | in ehis Life. 


Of the 2wo former, alley coking 
here; defigning to inſiſt upon them 
more particularſy. In the following 
Seton under the Head of Zeal, where 
I ſhall be oblig'd by my Method to con> 
fider the Fruit of it ; only TO_ 
ere 


1 
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here fotbear Remarking, That Perfedtion 
while it promotes the Honour of God, 
and the Good of. Mar, does at the ſame 
time promote our own Zappineſs too ; 
fince it muſt on this account moſt effetu- 
ally recommend usto thz Love of the Oe 
and the Other; Them that Honour me,ſaith 
God, 1 will Honour, 1 Sam. 2. 30. And 
our Saviour obſerves, that even Publ;- 
cans ' and Sinners love thoſe who love 
thew, Matth. 5. 46. Accordingly St. 
Lake tells us of Chriſt, Lak. 2. 52. That 

Jeſus increaſed in Wiſdom and Stature, 
and in favour with God and Man ; and 
of thoſe eminently Devout and Chari- 
table Souls, 4. 2. that they bad fa- 
wour with all the People ;\ {o reſiltle(s a 

charm is; the beauty and lovelineſs of 
Perfe&t Charity, even in the moſk, de- 
prav'd-and corrupt Times. . And what 
a Blefing now, what a Comfort, what a 


Pleaſure is it, to be the Favorite of God 


and Man! 

The Z7hird and Fourth I will ow dif. 
courſe . of, and that the more /argely, 
becauſe as to Aſſurance, it is the fads. 
tiow of that Pleaſure yd is the. richeſt 
Ingredient of Human Happineſs in ” 
Lite. And, as 7oour preſent Happineſs, 
rm 


| Grounds on which Aſſurance depends 


_ a perfect eaſe about this Matter.. T 
firſt is, am affared that I am 6 Heſ 


fe >) 
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which is the . fourth Fruit of Farhaas. : 
it is the very zbing for the ſake of which, 


I have ingag'd.in my preſent ſubjet 


And therefore it is very fit that I ſhould - 
render the tendency of Perfection to pro= 
cure our preſent. Happine . very conſpi= 
cuous. Beginning therefore with Aſſu-. 
raxce, I will alert the Poſibilzty of at» 
raining it 40 c&i Life; not by embroil- 
ing my ſelf in the Brakes .of ſeveral 
nice and ſubtle Speca/ations with which 
chis (abject is over-grown, but by lay- 
ing down in a Prattical manner, the. 


which we ſhall be able at. once to dt 


|  cerathe truth/of the Dofrize of Aſi 


raxce, and its dependaxce upon Per fettion. 
Now , Afuraxce. may, relate 10. the 
time Preſex# or to Come : For the 7 
lution of zwo Queſtions, gives the Mind 
he 

ut 


at. | 
in a ſtate of Grace? The ſecond,. am -[ 
aſſared that 1 ſhall continue ſo to my 
Life's exd? To begin with the rf, the 
Anſwer of this Enquiry depends on 
three Ground. 
Firſt, A Divine Revelation, which de- 


 Elares in- General, n ſhall. be Saved ; 


rarely 
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 nandely, "They who Believe and Repent. 
a any Bed doubt" but that Re- 
pro wee towards. God, and Faith in our 
Lord efus. El rift, as St. Paul \peaks, are 
| Conditions of Life. *Tis 
rtyc," the Norion of Repentance is miſe- 
6-4 perverted by /Jome,” and that of 
ob bY others: Bur what remedy is 
zpainft che Luſts and Paſſions of 
Met ? "The Stripture does riot only #e 
ire Repentance and (Faith, but it ex- 
plains and deſcribes che Nature of Both, 
by ſuch Contpi icuous and Infalfible Cha- 
Salers. the 06) Man ca» be Miſtaken in 
ths te THUS, Bat his Error muſt be 
to fome "Criminal: Prejudices or 
e005 That Byaſs and pervert him. 
Good Men have ever - agreed in 
theſe Matters : And Catholick Traditi- 
vn is no where more ancontrodable then 
here ; the General Doetrine'of all Ages 
bath been, and im this ll 'is} that by 
Repentance we are to underſtand a New 
Oature and, New Life : And by Faith, 
when diſtinguithed from Repentance (as 
it ſometimes is in Scr7 eld a Reliance 
upon the Mercy of Go the Me- 
rits and | Tarerceſſion of Feſus, and 4- 
-tonement of hn Blood. * Heaven lies 
ofen to all that perform theſe Cond:tz- 
ons 5 


WLIO TED OI 


ONS ; "0 of the- Goſpel atteſt 
this; yer th the ' Subſtance of: Chriff's 
Commiſſion to his ApePles, 'that they 
ſhould Preach Repertance and bow er 
of Sins through his Name amongſt of 


Nations. - And: this is one Bleſſed ddvan- 
has above 
De- 


rage, which Revealed Religion 
Nataral ; 'that it contains an 
claration of the Divine Will, concerning 
the Pardow of all Sins whatſoever vu 

theſe Terms. © Natural | —_ 
reaches us that: God is - 

reaches us that he is Fu/# too, ES ang 
never aſſure us, what Boands''God will 
ſet tothe Exercife of the ove or the: 
and whey Jaſtice, and whey 
take Place: What Sins are, and 
not Ca 
and\Repentance. And his wvcertars 
conſidering _ ow of the” beſt L 
was ever naturaily apt to beget Deſpo: 
EEnCies, Mclancholy. and" fometimes 
Su itious dread of God. 

The Second 'Ground- of affurarice as 
ic relates to'our preſent State, is an Ap- 
Plication of the Condition of Life laid 
dowa in the Goſpel to a Man's own Par- 
ticular Caſe, thus ; They that Believeand 
Repent ſhall be Seved ; 1 Believe and 


F 2 


others 
ſhall 
are 


pable of the benefit" of _ 


ono rnnntirooon—n 


© 
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Of: the Fuit of Farfobhion: 


Repent;l fore / ſhallbe. Now 
that. a. Man-.upon. an 966 ot of 


1? Rs throughly efſvred: that 
wal, ve.and _ 4 as: evident 


| bom. Seriptare;.. which does-.not only 


exhort vs\toenter upon this Examinat- 
6%, but. alſo. aſſert, 'that Aſſurance, Foy, 
and Peace; are the natural Pruzzs.of it; 
But. let..a Hon examine ' bimſelf, and.. ſo 
let bim- eat. of that Bread and'drink of 
that Grp; 1: Cor. 11 +28: Exanine your 


ſelves whether ye he is the Faub, prove 


your 10m: ſe 


elves © Know. ye mot. your own 
[elyeg:bow' that that Jelar Chriſt @. in you, 
extept ye be-Reprobates 2 2.Cor. 1 IK 
But Sanitiffe.- the Lord. God in your 
Hearts, and be ready always. to give ” 
anſwer to. every: Man that agheth. you 

reaſon. of the hope, that is in you'' ak 
aeetneſs and fear, x Pet.' 3. 15.' And 
hereby we do that we know him, if 
we keep his C ommandments.; 1 Joh. 2. J. 
Beloved, if our Hearts condemn us not, 
then have we, confidence \ towards God, 


- 3;Joh. 3: 2,,../Tis;true, Men. do often 
'Jecezve themſelves, and entertain a more 


favourable Opinion of; their ſtate then. 
they ought. But whence, proceeds. this > 
Ben iram. too tra on: Saperfeint 

oY 


3 


Of the: Bruit of vFirfechioft, 65 
Refle&ions' ow themſelves, orawee atall; 
And. therefore: the Apaſtle itepehes tis 
phinly, that the.only way «ear gorre& 

_ this Error, is aSivcere:andwiligent (earch 
— $:For ifcr4' 1/Maw think 
bamfelf take fonittbing when: he's — 

be dece;jverb bimſeif:| But let every” Dan 

— 

eyeing in Dimſetf aionc;” and ud 
rotates 4-20 6-3; 4-' Buy its 04jett- 
ed againſt allthis, that: the:1/Yearr of 

Maris fo zeceirfa, that itivis:3 very 

covery. fit. We: often: think ourſelves | 

Sdxcere,whenthe'fuccelsatthenext7ewp- 

cation gives us guſt 'reafomitocoalt:11Hhi 

Sincerity into;queſtion > Gich-ivrhe cot 


of 


herged upon 


fofely) framoannright: ; 
Selves fromthe affeftion} and i 
which A I a To 
5q 3 


Cn our wirel Hearts. joe 


gy A Sincern Chriſtian; but eſpe 


Vertuse,': 
= 
paſſion Tice k wr nies 
le paſlible he fhould i+ 


ron, whether h Bard Chas ir age 


may Eaſily: 
yg ane by 1 .the> inward 
; oF cher Sbul;: 1f-bie 


Epariz, raqre [then uſter thasof' ſew 
oy ENNIS OR 


4 ®n 0 
% 
' " 
: -w , 
* 


a carried aptatds' fe *quentTy 
of Farth\and Love, abit | 

ve. bo 4 familiar ane 

fation with Netven; that 

be delivered fibih this Wolof 

and this Bot dy of Death; and 


he R 6f* PE; bf 
> the $$. i, thy, FS 


theſe m_ be the ; 


Euvnings of the'S 
a —— Man, G's 
often enters into=His"\C 
munes with his own: HeaMt, 
neYant of *YNiein? It” cavuel 
word, can the 'Relictanct 
and the Allurements*0 the 
pon ec —— 
the H rind T after : 
dives FN on gn, 


Pleaſure, -brisk 


a 


caped erngrnrys er wie 
through Daffo ind” that fe Crea- 
W's ar leaſt Py up tntsx' Perot? 
Man, 


rl Gf Few. a 


wre of the Sextere. ofthe 
of . GBrif.. . Thirdly, The -lureſt 
'a State of Grace, "1sour abound: 
ery +. Tow hal know the 
| ty its, Frazt, is 0: Males own 


20d, it, can never d& e us: He 


Or dlealinoc + we,be Jigorous and Ge- 
065 in the Exe of: Charity, we 
al El HTO bai - we 


jt 
Fi .of 6 Sou 19. give. our 
CET 


rele i Jock Warks being: 


. ZJ 
* * * 


the natu-. 


" Ofivhe Frum of | FerſeSinge. 


owes HS ono” © —— 


ral Fruit of Grace, : At 18 impoſkible - WE 
thould aboand: in;the” oxe-without:being 
poſſeſſed wath the other. One would _ 
now, that-there:ſhould'be in 
ther needful ta eftablifh-the © —_ 
ofa Chriſtian ; and ytt-God Qut. of hegard; 
no. doubt, 'ito: thy: vaſt - Importance: and 
hon Influence of Afſurance-as forniſts» 
edus with-avother ground of.it, which is, 
: The Zbird and Loft; namely; the; Te. 
Gichooy of the: Spid#e. \.) Ibis Spicit;-a 
i.effs.us-in out Fuabipatipu G: F- 


rafefies and:c | brim 
— 


/aſfra 7 fatiping ov 


Radatron, rat oy 
Boe 4-1909ge' | _ 4, x6; 12 Gar. 


«km 
6 theſ@and: ſuch; 
relate mo Twbic i 


| 


of the Fra. of Perfebtion. 


Yet are there Texts enough which af: 
go that the irit — —— 
imparted rs'through all 
i Sort be one 
mn = _ vo 2 N_ 


bewieatretibed om ire of bondage 
bus ye ID veceivell\ybe - 
em ci cry #dhda 
rico in ;jelf. beareth. wit> 
neſsmith'o jou che dbat wh are theThit- 
gren of God, 'andl if Children,-they beirs, 
hedrs of-God; mid yoyne heirs witÞ.Chrift; 


. pd ny np men ph 


| Fatdanbreating'rh 
of Gf rhymes your 'F: Tribal: 
Hioenorhinl Patience," Patience Experk- 


Of ith Pate of Perſltiob: _ 
Spirit of Loudz| happy is kit who is par- 
taker of ir, He has-dtrained; rhe Marurks 
ty.of ' Perfeltion'lld Pleaſate;”! I outs 
{carce forbear goingþin with forme of the 
Fathers, who 0 hovughtrhat Gach wi'cheſs 
could never 4 canferos tors 
bear applying tofacth, thoſe words; Rev: 
2... 'G. Bly wnd- Fiery Ws 
have [ Frere wn erupt 
'Time: of mz"! \ ) ba! FOI) 


ak (\Pheaſite 

res _ roy har 4" oh,” - 
"Dp i 

usqherefore inthe! cr place exiunive 


wage” ET rs not 
20.abpot-a6; prove: God'w ever 
_ to-afiſf the / hyper I: im 


the: Ribs that hes:; 
1 ft his: 3-4 vs 


ito theſn Fea «rs; that they 
dogs or ts he is::Delight and 


TLove,: Irs ay je both .4do 
Tron of gs ta goad ons 


= x; Gbd-:whitever 
| beloved Childs I and 


Ns, can Terhpt hin « 
Gifts, or repent him of tos Favours 
He knows not only that God is fait 

and, avill-oupt; ſufftrbiv(te- be » 
above whi 'F +a Some] —_— 


fo, tha ha 

the Right-band of Gadl;180 —_ with 

the Faghero who. cagupt butprevail::Nor 

is this all yet; he hasa things 

on Plead for him with God : There = 
iT + & | 1s 9 


he 
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FR 


his:7ears. which axe Bot/cd, up, there. 
are his Prayers and .cllws which ; ©gene 
up.\for. 2 Memoriat:.before God.; 


TRA an Union . 2 it _ asit were 
inanimated or incorporated. with him, | 
and become eſſential to his Being : 
Whence it is, \that the; Spirit is ſaid to be 
grieved when he is forced and compelled 
£0. Ferire 

24, The Second Ground os Allurance 


for the time to come, is the jaſkcione y of 
Divine Aﬀiſtance. The good is 
well aſſured, that God W never wo 


the Protection of his Providexce,. or the 
Aid of his Spirit : And what. can, be too 
difficult for theſe Provillence' can pre» 
vent a Temptation, or remove it, the 
Spirit can ſupport him under it, and 
enable him to vanquiſh it ; nay, it. can 
enable him to extract new j Rrength and 
vigenr from it, my Grace u ſufficient for 
thee, 


_ 


is & a Hook ba Cy wrizeeq here 


-—» gp RG es. + 
_ 4 


| and he cannot fin 


Of the Fiuit'of PerfeSion. 
who loves him above all :chiogs 
has done fo levwg > "Can he ft > 
betray his Savion#, who has: long re- 
joyced and” gloried in him, 'who' hes 
beers long accuſtomed to look upon” off 
the Gloties 'and SarisfaQtions 'off this 
ee by ar droſs in compariſon of 
him > Can be, in one word, ever be ſe- 


"3-41 


duced to renounce and hate Religion, 


who has had ſo long an Experience of 
the Beauty ond of the Pleaſure of it 2 


Good Habits when they arg. grown up 
to Perfettion and Matwrity \cem to me 
as wataral, as *tis pofſible' Evil ones 


ſhould be: And if fo, ”tisno leſsdifficule 
to extirpare the Ore then the Ozber. 
And T1 think I have the Scripture on'my 
ſide in this Opinion : Does the'Propher 
Jeremy demand, Can 'the Ethiop# 


| change bisSkin, or the Leopard bis Spots, 
—_ you that are accuſbomed to do 


Evil lars to do Wall, Jer. 13.273. St. 
John on the other hand does affirm, 
Whoſoever is born of God doth - not com> 
wir fin, for bis Seed remaineth in\ bins, 


| becauſe be it bovitef God 
3- 9. Wheſoeve 


r Ep. r abideth 'in bim 


fiwneth wot, v. 6. Theſe are the Grounds 
of Aſſurance with reſpe& of the' aime-r0 


come 


{-- + __—_ 
— 4 


ARE 1. 4 


8. | Ofiitho Pinit of Ps ion 


:;As:to Perſonal: and Peremproty 

ination. to.:Life: and Glory, 'tis 
at, or; A centroverted Pojat, and there-. 
fore axgft tobe laid as:the Fondation of 
. But ſuppoſiit were granted, 
I ſee —_ CO » ey ect our. 

fy, HnCE: THE W467 AMON 
thoſe a; Kickle fer i#, adviſe: all - 
Govern themſelves by : the genera! _ 
miſes. and Threats of the. Goſpel ; 
| look upos: the Fruits of. Righteeuſurf 3 i 
the only: ſolid proof of a fate 'of Grace ; 
pms the Dominion of 
any Sin, not-to preſume upon Perſonal 
jen, but to look upon themſelves 
as-in a ſtare of Damnation, till they be 
recovered -qut of it by Repentaxce. 
Thus- far. all fides agree ; | and this I 
think is:abundantly enough: for here 
wehave room — for Joy and Peace, 
and for Caution too; room enough for 
Confidence , and for Watrchfulneſs too : 
The Romanifts indeed, will not allow 
us..to.be certain of Salvation, Certitu- 
dine fidei cui non _poteft ſubeſſe falſum, 
with ſuch-a Certainty as that with which 
we. entertain ian Article of Faith, in * 
which-there is no room for Error ; 31. 


we are not ſo /ere that we are in the 
| Favour 


®) 


% 


I Of the F rail of Perfection. 8 ' 


Favour of God, as we are or may be 
that there 2s a God. We are not fo 
ſure, that we have a title to the Merits 
of Chrift, as we are, or may be, that 
Feſus is the Chriſt, Now if this aſſer- 
tion be confined to that Aſſurance which 
regards the time to come, as I think it 
generally is ; and do not deny Aſſu- 
rance in General, but only certain De- 
-grees or Meaſures of it ; then there is 
nothing very abſurd or intolerable, in it. 
For a {eſs Aſſurance then that which this 
Doctrine excludes, will be ſuficzent to 
ſecure the Pleaſure and Tranquility of 
the Perfe# Man. Burt if this aſſertion 
be deſign'dagainſt zbat Aſſurance which 
regards our preſent State, then I think 
it 1s not /oxxd, nor agreeable, either 
to Reaſon, Scripture , .or Experience. 
For fr/?, the Gueſtion being about a 
matter of Fa, 'tis in vain to argue 
that cannot be, which does appear ma- 
nifeſtly to. have been: And certainly 
they who rejoyced in Chrif? with Foy 
unſpeakable, and full of Glory, were as 
— fully perſwaded, that they were in a 
State of Grace and Salvation, as they 
were that Feſus was Riſen from the 


Dead. Secondly, 'ris one thing to bal» 
G " lance 


— 


Of the Fruit ef | PerfeGion. 
lance the Srrength 'and Degrees of Aſ- 
farance'; another to'ballance che Reaſons 
of it. For it is very-poſlible that 4ſſa- 
rance may be ſtronger, where the Rea- 
fon of *it may not be-{o\clear and: evi- 
dent 'as"\where the 4fſurance is leſs. 
Thus for Example; the evidence | of 
Sexſe ſeems 'to moſt learned Men to 
be ſtronger then that 'of "Faith : And 
yet through the affiſtance of the &pj- 
rit, a Man may embrace a Truth that 
depends upon Revelation, with as much 
confidence and certainty as one depend- 
ing npoa""8eſe. And "fo it may bein 
the eaſe of Aſſurance : The. Spirit of 
God may by its Coneurrengg raile our | 
Affurance'as high as he pleaſes; although 
the \Reaſon-68which it be built, ſhould 
not be Divine and Infabible, but meer- 
ly "Moral, and ſubjeRt'at leaſt to a poſ#- 
Gility 'of 'Error. But Thirdly, Why 
ſhould not the certainty I have concern- 
ing my- Preſent State, be as Divine and 
Intallibk , as that T'have concerning 
an” Article of Faith? if the Premiſes 
be Infaflible, why ſhould not the- Con- 
'clufion? He | that” Believes and Repents 
"1 in-a'State of Grace, 1s a -Divine an 
Tafgllible ' Propoſition : and why may 
OO - + | not 
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nat this other ».1 Believe and. Repent, 
be: equally lofailible, though,oat <a 
ly Divine? What Faith and: REpentance 
I$,..1s. repeal kd ; and. therefore ;there is 
na,zgam tor m here; miſtaken : 
Beſides, lam aed and guided in the 
Tryal of my Selt by the Spirit of Ged. 
So that the txuth of -this. Propoſition, 
I Believe and Repent, depends partly 
upon the evidence of Senſe; and I may 


be as are /of it, as of what Þ do or leave 


pews _partly upon the. evidence of - 


inward Senſation, or my. Conſciouſneſs of 
my own Thoughts ; and I may be as 
fare of it 251 can be of what I love or 
hate, rejoyce or grieve for: And laſtly, 
it þ 0a upon- the evidence of the 
Spirit of God: \ which aſifs. me in the 
Examination of my Self according to 
' thoſe Characters, of Faith and Repen- 
 rance, Which he .hath himſelf revealed. 
And when 7 conclude fromthe two for- 
mer Propoſitions, that 7 am in a State 
of Grace, ke..confirras and ratifies my 
| Inference. And - now, let any. one tell 
me, what. kind of certainty. that is, that 
can be greater than zhis 2, Ll have taken 
this pains. to ſet, the Doctriae of Afi 
rance in a clear Light, becauie. it.is.the 
G'2 _ great 


 _ 
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great Spring of the Perfe# Man's Com- 


fort and Pleaſure, the fource of his 


Strength and Foy. And this puts me in 
mind of that other fruit of Perfeon, 
which in the beginning of this Chapter, 
I promiſed to infiſt on," which is, 


Hts Subſerviency to our Happineſs in 
this Life. | _ 


That Happineſs increaſes in propor- 
tion with Perfe#:0n, cannot be denied, 
unleſs we will at the ſame time deny 
the Happineſs of a Man, to exceed hat 
of an Infant, or the Happineſs of an 
Angel that of Man. Now. thu truth 
being of a very great 7mportance, and 
ſerving ſingly inſtead of a thouſand 
Motives to Perfettion, I will conſider it 
impartially, and as cloſely as I can. 
Happineſs and Pleaſure, are generally 
thought to be only two words for the 
ſame thing: Nor 1s this very remote 
from truth; for let but Pleaſure be ſolid 
and laſting, and I cannot ſee what more 
1s wanting to make Man Happy. The 
beſt way therefore, to determin how 
much Perfeftio® contributes to our 
Happineſs, is to examin how much it 
contributes toour Pleaſure. If 


Of the F ruit of PerfeSlion. 


If with the Epicurean, we think ""Y 


lence our, ſupream Happineſs, and define 
Pleaſure by the abſence of Pain, then I 
am ſure. the Perfe& Man: will have the 
beſt claim to it. He ſurely is freeſt 
from the Miſtakes and Errors, from 


the Paſſions and Follies, that embroil 


Human Life :- he creates no evil to him- 
ſelf, nor provokes any unneceſfary dan- 
ger. His Yertue effetually does that 
which A4the;/m attempts in vain; di- 
ſpels the terror. of an inviſible Power : 
he needs not drown the Voice of Con» 
{ſcience by Wine, or Noiſe, or the toil 
of. Life ; it ſpeaks nothing to him, but 
| What is kind and obliging ; it is his 
Comforter, not his, Perſecutor : Andas 
to this World, he reaps that ſatisfaction 
and tranquility from the Moderation of 
his Aﬀ/eQions, which 4»bit;on and 4va- 
rice do in vain;-promiſe themſelves from 
Preferments. or the increaſe of Wealth, 
If therefore there were ayy ſlate on this 
ſide Heaven. exempt from £411, .it muſt 
be. that of the Perfef Man. But he 
knows the World too well to flatter him- 


ſelf with the expeRation of. Iudolence, 


or an «nd;ffurb'd tranquility. here be- 
low ; and is as far from being deluded 
G 3 by 
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by vain 'ZZopes, as from being fear'd by 
by vain” defirey. "He 49s 'the World 
has its 'Evilr, and thacithey canfiot 
wholly be - aveided ; he rows it, arid 
dares behold them with'open Eyes, ar- 
vey their” Fore, and fee and' try their 
Edge. Antthen when het has collected 
his owes ſtrength, and called in the 447 
of Heaven, he ſhrinks fidt-nor deſporide; 
but-meers Evil: with thar\\Courage, and 
ears it with 'thit Toennrf of Mind, that 
he ſeerns even in his AﬀiZ#tons 'nhearer 
to: Tydolence , then” the'' Foo! and Sim 
wer in ET *"So that" I can- 
not forbear-profeſſing; there appears ſo 
much Beauty, ſo much /ovelineſs in' the 
deportrnent of the Perfef? Man, with re- 
fpeR'to' the ZFvzls 'of Life, that for 
that- reaſorr alone; were there no other, 
T'fhould admire and'prefer- his 'Perrxe 
above" any Poſſeſſion of | Enjoyment of 
Life;'' Give me leave''tb* compare the 
Saint and Simner'on: this! occaſion; and 
but 'very-briefly: The wiſe Mar's eyes, 
faith Solomon, * Eccleſ.” 2.'14. are in bs 
heal; bus the fool walks in darkneſs: The 
wiſe Man ſees that' he has Fiiemies; I 
mean Evils; and therefore he _— 
im- 


the F ruit of PerfeBlion, 


himſelf well of their Stretigth; obſerves 


their Motion, ari& prepates for the En- 
cothter : bur Ignorance and” Stupidity, 
is the greateſt bleſſing of the Sinners 
Life ; and his moſt admit'd Quality is 
not to be appretienſive of Evil, till ir 
craſh him with ,its Weight. Bur if the 
Sinner be.. nor. foo? etiough to arrive at 
this degree of brutality, then as ſoon 
as thie_report'of the moſt diſtant Evil, 
or the tnoſt inconfiderable,' reaches his 
Ear, how it -fills bis Imagination, how 
it ſhakes his Heart, and how it embit- 
ters his Pleaſures? And ro what poor 
ard” deſpicable Arts, to what baſe and 
diffionotirable fhifts dares his Fear force 
him > When on the ſane occafion' we 


Laftly,if we conſider thewicked atid the 


G 4 like 
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like is the ſtate of the ove_in reality to 
that of the other, even while the out- 
ward circumſtances are the ſame 2 What 
Chearfulneſs, what Courage, what Re- 
Hgnation,, what Hopes adorn the Ore! 
What Inftru&tion to all, what Satisfaci- 
on to his Friends and Relations does 
his Deportment afford ! And how does 
it iaſpire and warm the Breaſts of thoſe 
that converſe with him, with an eſteem 
for, and love of Goodneſs, and himſelf ! 


- What Charm, what Delight is there 


in- thoſe gracious Speeches, that pro- 
ceed at this time out of a Good: Man's 
Mouth ! 7 know that my Redeemer liveth : 
The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh 
away, and bleſſed be. the Name of the 
Lord : Thou of wery faithfulneſS has 
cauſed me to be afflifted : God is the 
Strength of my Heart and my P lag [12 
ever: And {uch-like. And how often 
does he - pour out | his Heart in. ſecret 
before. God 2 How often does he. re- 
fle& on the gracious and wiſe ends of 
Divine Chaſtiſemeat ! And how often 
does he with deſire and thirſt, Medi- 
tate on that - fulneſs of Joy which: ex- 
pets him in the Preſence of ' God ! 
But let us caſt our Eye now on the 
MM. ' Polup- 
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Pelaptuary, on 'the Ambitious, 00: the. 


Covetous, or any other ſort of Sinner, 
_ under Diſgrace, Poverty, Sickneſs, or 
any ſuch Calamity ; what a mean and 
deſpicable Figure. does fuch a one make ! 
What Impatience, what Defpondency, 
what Guilt, 'what Puſillanimity ,, does 
every Word, every Aion betray! Or 
it may. be, his Inſolence ts turned int» 
Crouching and Fawning; his Rudeneſs 
and Violence, into Artifice and Cunning ; 
and his Irreligion into Superſtition. 
Various. indeed are the Zumours, and 
very different the Carriage of theſe un- 
happy Mea in, the Day of 7ryad ; but 
all is but Miſery in a different dreſs, 
Guilt and Baſonef under. a different ap- 
pearance. . Here I might. further re- 
mark, that zha? Faith which produces 
Patience in Adverfity, produces . like- 
wiſe - Security and Confidence. in_ Pro- 
ſperity. 1 will Jay me down ( may 
every good May ſay in the words of 
the Pſalmift ) and ſleep, and riſe again, 
for thou Lord ſhalt make me dwell. in 
ſafety. Apd ſurely the one is as ſervice- 
able to the eaſe of Human Life as the 
other. But Ithink I have faid enough 
to ſhew, that if Pleaſure be ſuppos'd to 
ee am Ts 
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imply no mivre-then Telolence, the Per- 


fett Man has withotit Controverfte- a 


far greater ſhate of it tak any other 
can pretend to. * ' -* 

But' Tet” us take Pleaſure to be, not 
a meer Calm, but a gentſe Breeze; tiot 
to conſiſt in meer _— and Quzer, but 
a delightful Motion ;\ hot? inf the meer 


6 ho ime ing acarly ap- 
it. erfettion, Ter confident, 


the nw oeting yi =o Aon, Me 


How Þ many - 
Pleafares bas the wiſe" Mat which'de- 

petid: Hdt bn” Firrure: but Hinſelf (1 
mein hs ence: ack late grity } and 
co whitch the Sinner TOE. Stranger! 
my Plethre, what! Trittthp h-is equal 
"gf 1} l Porert Min, when) he 
ps ef if" O4g, "atiCitiaes his "Boaſt'of 
eifreg Edey 2” When he * rejoyees 
itt thi b Joy whptakable and 
Fi > "When, "kelog f#d with 
all of 4 of Gott, ttan dog #- by 

A ' Vital "Setile” m"_ Divine" 


the atid exa/zed by he n m 
Hs eye uy 


the Spire * Ado 'Z08 , 

he maitilns x Felaoſkip with the Fu: 

ther and. WP his Son Fefus 7 All Com: 
munion 


o 
| II 
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mugion with God, conſiſts" in thisJby of = 
Love and Aſſareuce, and his a'tafte' of 
Heaven in it,” "Let the'tholt PoYthware, 
and the wiſeft Epiturean tov,” Ranſack 
all 'the Store-houſes and Treafiires of 
Natare, let him Muſter ' together all 
bis 'Legions of Pleaſares, and let him, 
if he can, conſolidate and incorporare 
thern all, and-after all, being pur into 
the 'Scale againſt 7h3s alone, they will 
pore lighrer- then Vanity it ſelf. To 
the Care, the Delight, the Love, 
of an Almighty God,'to be deat to" him, 
who is tht Origire and Fountain of all 
Perfetions, Lord! What "Reſt, whar 
Confidence, what Joy, what Extacy, 
do' thefe 'thonphts  breed'! | How \ſub- 
licfe, how lofty,” how delightful and 
raviſhing are thoſe Expteſſions 'of' St. 
Fohn / x FEpiſt.3. x, 2. Behold, what 
manner of Live the Father. has beſtowed 
upon 'us, thit we ſhould be called the 
Sons bf God: Therefore the World know- 
eth us not, Eat it knew him not. 
Beloved,' now are we' the Sons of God, 
and it "doth not yet appear what. we ſhall 
be; But we know, that when be ſha 
appear, we ſhall be like him, for we fhal 
Jee him as he is, And thoſt apain of the 
is  * Palmift, 
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Pſalmiſt, I am continually with thee, thou 
doſt hold. me by my right hand : Thou 
ſhalt guide me with thy Counſel, and after- 
ward receive. me into Glory, Plal. 73. 
2.3z.2-d7) But 1 will deſcendto cooler and 
bumbler Pleaſures. It is no ſmall Hap- 

ine(s to the Perfett Man, that he is 
bimſelf_ a. proper Obje&_.of his awn 
Complacency. He canreflec on the Truth 
and Juſtice, the Courege and Conſtancy, 
the Meekneſs and Charity of his Soul, 
with .much Gratztude towards God, and 
Contentment in himſelf, And ths ſure. 
ly he. may. do with good Nw: For 
the Perfetions of the Mind, are as 
juſtly.to be preferr'd before thoſe of the 
Body, as:thoſe of the Body before the 
Gitts of, Fortune nor is it a Matter 
of ſmaZ importance to be pleas d with 
one's ſelf. For grant any one but thy, 
and he;can never be. very Uneafie or 
very. Miſerable ; but without this, there 
are very few thiogs which will not di- 
ſturb .and_ diſcompoſe ; and the moſt 
obliging Accidents. of Life will-have no 
relifh 1n_ them. Tis true, Foly and 


V anity does ſometimes create a /e/f-Cons- 
placency in the Sinner ; why, even then, 
'tis a pleafing Error. 


But there is as 
| much 
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much difference between the Fuſt and 


Rational Complacency of a wiſe Man + 


in himſelf, and the miftake» one of a 
Fool, as there is between the falſe and 
fleeting Fancies of a Dream, and the 
ſolid ſatisfaRions of the Day. This will 
be very manifeſt upon the ſig hte? View 
we can take of zboſe Actions, which are 
the true Reaſon of the good Mans Sati/+ 
faftion in himſelf, and render his Con- 
ſcience a continual Feaſt to him. 

It is commonly ſaid, that Fertue is 
its ows reward: and though it muſt 


be acknowledg'd, this is a reward. 


which is not ſufficient in aZ Caſes, nor 
great enough to vanquiſh ſome ſorts 
of Temptations, yet there is a great 
deal of Truth and Weight in this ſaying. 
For a ſtate of Vertue is like a ſtate of 
Health, or Peace, of Strength and Beau- 
ty ; and therefore defireable on its own 
account. And if Pleaſure, properly 
ſpeaking, be nothing elſe, but the a- 
greeable Exerciſe of the Powers of Na- 
ture about their proper Objedts ; and 
if it be then abſolute and compleat, 
When theſe Powers are raiſed, and the 
Exerciſe of them -is free and andiſtur- 
bed , then certainly Virtue which is 

| nothing 


——— 
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nothing elle,but. the Perfe# Action. of 
2 P Nature, as far! as.the Oze and 
the;0:her,- may: be admitted in; this 
ck ai Mart o/ity, ; mult be a very caos 

rable Pleaſare., Acs..of Wiſdons 


- and; Charity, the Contemplation. of 


Truth. gad tbe love.of Goodneſs, muſt 
be mot} uo:urgl and delightful exerciſe of 
the Mind of ' Man ; | and. becaule Truth 
ag Gopnpeare Infiniteand Omnipreſent, 
and nothing can hinder the Perfed Man 
from-cantemplating the 'ane, and loving 


the--orher, Sheevlors does he in his - | 


re6.90d meaſure parti of his Se/f- 
wad as he does of ether n__ 
ons of .Ged; and-enjoys within himyaif 


_ aninexhauſtible ſpring of. Delight, How 


many, haw variqus are the . Exerciſes 
and Employments of the Mind of Man / 
And: when, it-is ance poliſh'd and culti- 
vated, how agreeable are they all to 
invent-.and- find out, to illuſtrate and 
adorn, , to prove -and demanſtrate, .to 

weigh, diſcriwinate-and diſtinguiſh,.to 
deliberate calmly and impaztially, tag 
with an abſolute Liberty, to-deſpiſe little 
things and lagk boldly on dangers ;40 do. 
all rhiggs dextrouſly, .to converſe with 


a ſweet and yet a manly Air, in ps 
| an 
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and open, yet taking, obliging Language / 
How del; ghtful are theſe things in them- 
ſelves / How: much do they conduce to 
the ſervice, the beauty and dignity of 
Human Life / T'o theſe accompliſhed 
Minds we owe Hiſtories, Sciences, Arts, 
Trades, Laws. Fromall which, if others 
reap an unſpeakable pleaſure, how much 
more the Authors, the Parents of them ? 
And all this pyts me in Mind of oxe 
great Advantage which the Perfef? Man 
enjoys above the moſt Fertunate Senſu- 
aliſt ; which js, that he can never want 
an Qpportanity to imploy all the Yigour 
of - his Mind, »ſefaily and delightful. 
Whence it is: that Retirement, which is 
the Priſon and the Puniſhment of the 
Fed, is the Paradiſe of the Wiſe and 
Good, CSE 
 Butket us..came 'at length. to zhar 
Pleaſure which depends | upon £Ex- 
ternal Obje&s; where, it\ any where, 
the Fool and - Sinner, mult - diſpute his 
Title to Pleaſure with. the, Wie and 
Good. How. many things are there here 
which force-us to give-the Preference 
to. the W:/e' Man ? I will nat urge: that 
a yarrow, 2 private Fortune can furniſh 
Rore enough for all the Lppetites of Fer- 
Fre ; 


— 
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tue ; that a wiſe Man need not at any 
time purchaſe his Pleaſure at too dear 
4 rate 3 he need not lie, nor cheat, nor 
crouch, nor fawn : Th is the price of 


ſinful Pleaſure. I will not, I fay, urge 


theſe and the like Advantages, ſince the 
World thinks it want of Spirit to be ' 
content with a little ; and want of wit 
not to practiſe thoſe 44s, let them 
be' never ſo baſe, by which we may 
compaſs more. Il only . remark theſe 
few things. Firſt, the Wiſe Man's Pro- 


pee, is enlarg'd. He is like an Artiſt 


or Philoſopher, which diſcovers a zboa- 


ſand Pleaſures and Beauties in a Pzece, 


wherein the 7d:ot can ſee noxe : he ſees 
inall the Works, in all the Providences 
of God, thoſe Depths, thoſe Contri- 
wances, which the Foo! cannot Fathom ; 
that Order, that Zarmony, which the 
Sinner is inſenfible of, Next, the Plea- 
ſure of Senſe, that is not refined by 
Pertue, leaves a ſtain upon 'the Mind : 
"tis courſe and turbulent, empty and wvex- 
atious. The Pleaſure of Yertue is like 


- 2 Stream, which runs indeed within its 
Banks, but it runs ſmooth and clear; 


and has a Spring that always feeds the 


Current : But the Pleaſure of Six is like 


a4 
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| a.. Land flood -Impetuous,: Muddy 5 and 
Irregular:::And-as ſoon as it-fer/akes the 
Gronpd:it\over-fow'd, it leayes nothing 
behind-itz«but/{zme and: /tb; Laſtly, 
the W:/e: Man, forming.a' true Effzmate 
ofithe'Objeits of Senſe, ad -notlooking 
- upon:them as bis Z/timate-end, [enjoys 
ali that is in them} and 1s, not-foal'd. by 
an. Expeftatzon'df more. ; Thus: having 
bonlider': the GZjefts of, Human: Pleas 
Jure, \two ; things. ' are. \plain,, firſt," That 
_ the -Perfe# Man has maxy Sources,.'or 
Fountains of ' Pleaſure, which\the Simmer 
never taſtes of, which: he:cannot: reliſh, 
which: he is a:Stranger to'\;; Next, as to 
extward things;. that \Ze.has. even here, 
many Advantages above + the.'other. 
"But what is more: confiderable yet, is, 
All the claim the. Sz»wer lays to Pleaſure 
415 confin'd\to the-Preſent Moment, which 
is extreamly ſhort and :extreamly wn- 
certain , the /Time that is Pa and. to 
Come he quets\all Pretention to, or ought 
to do {o. : As ito the time Paſt, the 
"thing is | ſelf evident : For the ; Sinner, 


looking back, ſees bis Pleaſures aod Sa- - 


tisfaftions, the Good Man-his Tryals and 
Temptations. paſt and gone: Fhe Sinner 
(ſees an end of his oor and his Strength; 
| ; the 


—_——R 
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; the Goid Mi of his Weakneſſes and Fob 


fies;the ove when he looks back is encoun- 
ered with Sin and Folly, Wickedveſs and 
Shame, the ether with+ Repentance and 
Good Works ; Gayile 'and Fear haunt the 
RefleRions of the one, Peace and Hope 
attend thoſe of *the ozher. As. to the 
1:me to' come,"'the Atheiſt hath =o Pro- 
ſpect:ar- all i beyond the Grave, the-Wick- 
e> Chriftian a very difmal on one, the weak 
and- Inparſett a doubrfut one: ; :only the 
Wiſe” and Porfedt- an aſſured; Joyful, 
ahd" delightful one.” \:And this purs me 
jnimindiof>zbat which/is 'the pr 
Fruit .of-PerfeAion, and the trueſt 2nd 
greateſt'F /eaſute of Human Life, that 
Is: Aſſurance, aſſurance. of the Pardon. of 
Sin, aſſurance of the | Divine Favour, 
afſararice of Immortality and Glory. 
\.- Need & prove, that Aſſurance. is an un- 
ſpcakable/ Pleaſure: One would think 
that to Man who is daily engagd in a 
Corflit with fome Evil or other, it 
were ſuperfluous to prove that it is a 
mighty Pleaſure to be rais'd, though xo? 
above the" fault, though of above 
- the Reach, yet- above | the Fenom and 
Molignity of Evils : To be f# d with 
Joy, and Strevgth, and Confidence ; = 
ride 
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ride triumphant under the ProteRion of 
the. Divine Favour, and fee the Sea of 
Life, ſwell. and. toſs ir {elf in yain, in 
vain threaten the Bark it cavnor fink, 
iz vain invade the Cable it cauzer burſt. 
Qne would think, that to. Man, who 
lives all his Life long in Bexdage for fear 
of Death, it ſhould be a ſurprizing De- 
light 0 , Degth lie gaſps at his Feet, 
Naked and ar” wit on Es 
without Farrar”. : wo would figally 
think, that to. Man, who. lives, rather 
by Hope..then Enjoyment, .it:ſhould not 
be Oy: to prave,. that the Chrifts- 
: ans Hope, 'W 45:greater, 
its Objects more gloriousandi its Succeſs 
more certain than that of any worldly 
Fancy, or Project, is full of Plaſare ; 
and that it isa det; +»y Ergſpert to roo 
the Heavens opene 
our Prince and rome ing at _ 
Right Hand of Gad. | 

Thus I have, I chink, ſufficiently made 
qut the Subferviency of Perfettiontg the 
Hoppineſs of this preſent Life , which 

was thething.propos'd to be done i in this 
Chapter. Nor can I imagine whas,0&jefi- 
ons can be ſpruog to invalidate what I 
have laid ; ynleſs there be any thing of 
Colour in theſe two, H 2 i. To 


—_ 
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' x, *To''rea _— Pleaſure," will ſore 
one'ſay,” which you have diſerib'd here, 

it requires ſornething! of ' an exalted 
Genius; ſome: Compaſs of Uriderſtanding; 

ſome Sagactty and Penetration; Fo'this 
I Anſwer;'1 gan? indeed" that ſome'of 
thole* Plegjures which F have reckotrd 
up-as}'belovging to the” 'Perfet?''Man, 

demand's Spirit r72/5'dalitle-above\ the 
Pulghr * * Bat the: iricheft Pleaſures, "not 
the io Paliſb'd' and: Flevited Spirits; 
but” the © moſt” Devour” ani * Charitable 
Souls afe'\beſt -capatile'sf. ''2Sich vre' the 


Rn 


Peace and: lr os Which! ariſes from 
the Coipiefhand: Rechetow' of all inotdt- 
nate” ions; the' Jatisfaction which 


accotmpariſes afineere" and vigorous if 
charge'of ca and our Refle&tions 'ap> 
on i” - the Security ang Reſt which flows 
irom Self reſignation,” and Confidence 'in 
the Divine ProteQion : And" laftly, the 
Joy that ſprings from the full aſſurance 
of Hope. 
Bur 2/y, It may be Objected, "tis 
true all rheſe things ſeen ro hang. to- 
N gether well enough in Speculation, but 
when -we' come to examine the matter 
of fat, weare almoſt tempred co think, 
that all which you have” faid to prove 
. z 
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the ways of Wiſdom, ways of Pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her Paths, Peace, amounts 
to no more 'then a pretty Amuſement 
of rhe Mind, and a Y7fonary Scheme 
of Happineſs. For how: few are'there, 
if  a»y, who feel all this to be truth, 
and Experiment the Pleaſure you talk 
of ? How few are they in whom we 
can diſcover avy ſigns of this Spiritual 
Joy or fruits of a Diviue Tranquility or 
Security? T anſwer, in a word, The ex- 
amples of a perfet and mature Vertue 
are very few ; Religzon runs very low, 
and the Love of God and Goodneſs in the 
Boſoms of moſt Chriſtians {ufters ſuch an 
allay and mixture, that it 1s #o wonder 
at. all, if ſo zmperfe a State. breed but 
very weak and imperfeit Hopes, very 
faint and doubrfub joys: ' But I hall have 
occaſion to examine the force of this 04- 
jetion more fully, when I come to the 
Obſtacles of Perfeftion: 
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Of the Attainment of PerfeQion, 


Particularly an account of the 
Manner by whicth Man Ad- 
ances or grows up to 7t. 


Have in the fr/t, ſecond, and rhird 
I Chapters _—_— _ Notion of 
Religious Perfettton. In the fourth Chap» 
ter, * ea on two hem of " | 
Aſſurance and Pleaſure : My method 
therefore now leads me to the Artain- 
ment of Perfeftion. Here I will do 700 
things. x. I will trace out the ſeveral 
Steps and wdvaxces 'of the Chriſtian 
towards it, and draw up as it were, a 
ſhort Hiſtory of his Spiritual .Progref, 
from the very Infancy of Vertue to its 
Maturity and Manhood. 2/y, I will diſ- 
courle briefly of the Motves and Means 
of Perfeftion. 


Of the Chriſtian's Progreſs towards. 
Perfection. | | 


Many 


Of the Attainment of Perfeion, voz. 


Many are the Figures and Metaphors 
by which the Scripture deſcribes this ; 
alluding ove while to the Formation, 
Nouriſhmeat, and Growth of the Naty- 
ral man; another while to that of Plants 
and Vegetables : Oxe while to the dawn- 
ing and increaſing Light, that ſhines 
more and more to the perfet Day. Ano- 
ther while to that ſucceſſion 'of Labours 

and Expeations, which the Husband- 
- man runs through froth Plowing to the 
Harveſt. But of all the Similes which 
. the Spirit makes uſe of to this end, there 

Is one cpeculy that ſecitis ro me to 
give us the truelt, andthe livelieſt Image 
of the Change of a Sinner ifito a Saint, 
The Scripture repreſents Sin as a ftate 
of Bondage, and Righteouſneſs as a ſtate 
of Liberty ; and teaches us, that by the 
ſame ſteps by which an enſhved and 
oppreſſed People artive at their Secular, 
by the vety ſame does the Chriſtian, as 
his Spiritual Liberty and Nappinels. 

Firſt then, 4s foon bs iii Jackenicot 
or Mercy, ot atiy other ſort of Call, 
awakens and penetrates the Sinner, as 
foon as a tleat Hate breaks in upon him, 
#td makes him ſee and conſider his own 
ſtate, he is preſetitly agitated by vari- 

me ous 
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ous, Paſſwns according to. his different 
Guilt and Temper, or the different Calls 
and Motives by which he is. wroughr 
upon : One” while. Fear, another while 
Shame ; one while Indignarion, anather 
while Hope, fills his. Soul: He reſents 
the Tyranny, and complains of the Per- 
ſecution of his Luſts ; he upbraids him- 
ſelf with his folly, and diſcovers a mean- 
neſs and ſhamefulneſs in his Vices, which 
he did not refle& on ſufficiently before ; 
he'is vex'd and troubled at. the plagues 
and miſchiefs. his Sin and Folly h 


already procured him, and thinks he 


has reaſon to. fear, if he perſiſt, others 
far: more intolerable, . Then he calls to 
mind the Goodnels, the Jong-(uffering 
of God, the love of . Jeſus, the. Demon- 


Pration of the Spirit and of Power ; and 


how diſtant foever he be from Vertue, 
he diſcerns there is a Beauty and Plea- 
fure in it; and cannot but judge che 
Righteous happy. Theſe thoughts, theſe 
Travels of the mind, if they be nor 
ftrangked 'in- the Birth by a Man's own 
wilfulneſs. or. Puſillanimity, or unhappi- 
ly diverted upon ſome Temptations, do 
Kindle in the Boſom of the Singer, the 
defires 'of Righteouſneſs and Liber- 


. JrtodSas. Sun 
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ty;they fill him with Regret and Shame, 
caſt him down; 'a8d humble him: before 
| God, and make. him finally reſolve on 
ſhaking oft the Yoke. This may be cal 
led a ſtate of /Jumivation; and js a ſtate of 
Preparation for, -or Diſpoſition to Repen- 
zance : Or if it be Repentance 1t ſelf, 'tis 
yet but an Embrio : To perfed it, "tis 
neceſlary. . a DYg 
b Secondly, That the Sinner make good 
_ * his Reſolutions, and aQtually break with 
his Luſts ; he muſt reje& their Sollicitg- 
tions, and boldly oppoſe their Come 
mands, he muſt take part with Reaſon 
and Religion, keep a Watch and Guard 
over his Soul, and muſt earneſtly ig- 
bour by Mortification and Diſcipline, 
by Meditation and Prayer to root out 
Vice, and Plant Vertue in his Soul, 
| This in the Language of the Prophet 
is ceaſing to do Evil, and learning to do 
| well, Ta. 1. 16, 17. He that has pro» 
ceeded thus far, though he feel a great 
Confli& within, though the Oppolition 
of Luſt be very ſtrong, and conſequent» 
ly the diſcharge of his Duty very difh- 
culc, he; is nevertheleſs in a ſlate of 
| Grace ; but in a ſtate of Childhood ton; 
hes fixcere, but far from being uy 
<6 n 
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And yet thi is the ſtate which many 
continue in, to the end of theit Lives, 
. being partly abus'd by falſe Notions, and 
raught to believe from Row. 7. that 
there is no higher or perfedter ſtate ; 
partly intangled and incumbred by ſome 
unhappy cirecumſtances of Life : Or it 
may be, the Force of Impetu of the 
Soul, towards Perfedion, is much abated 
by the SatisfaRion of Proſperity, and 
the many Diverſions and Engagements 
of a Fortunate Life : But he that will be 
Perfe muſt look upon this ſtate as the 
beginaing of Vertue. For it muſt bere- 
membred, that a ſtubborn and powers 
- ful Enemy will not be ſubdued and to- 
tally brought under in a Moment. The 
Chriſtiar) therefore muſt proſecute this 
War till he has finiſhed it; I will not 
ſay by Extirpating, but diſabling the 
Enemy. But here I would have it well 
obſerv'd, that the Reducing the Enettiy 
to a low condition, is hot always effe&- 
ed by an uninterrupted Series of Yiffo- 
ries ; for ſeldom is any ſo Fortunate, or 
ſo Brave, fo Wiſe, or ſo watchful, as 
fo tnieet with no Check iti the lon 
Courſe of x difficult War ; *tis end 
if he be not diſcourag'd, but _ 
| an 
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and awaken'd by it. Ahd to prevent 
any fataldiſaſter,too Ertors thuſt caretul- 
ly be avoided. F378, « Bfty and ford 
confidence in our ſelves, with att ovet- 
weaning contempt and xt of the 
Enemy : And zex?, all fal{s and cow- 
ardly ProjeQs of Truces ind Accotnnio- 
dations : Nor is the fitting down con- 
tent with poor aid low Attdinments 
very far tetnoved from this Latter. 
Thi is the ſecond Stape of the Chriſtian's 
Advance towards Perfefon ; and ry 
be call'd the ſtate of LZierey. The 
third 2nd haſt, which now follows, is 
the ſtate of Zeal, or Love, or as #:yR3eÞ 
Wrighters delight to call it the ſtate of 
nin. | | 
The Yoke of fin being once ſhaken 
off, the Love of Righteoulheſs , and 
a delight in it, is more and more in- 
creaſed : And »ow the Man proceeds to 
the aft round in the Scale of PerfeR3- 
ov. The Wiſdom, c_—_ and Vigour 
of a Convert, is generally at firſt em- 
foyed in ſabduing His corruptions, in 
Conquering his ill Habits, and Defeating 
his Enemies, it watching over his own 
eart, and puarding himlelf againſt 
Temptations, A 
e 
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he is in full Zzberty to purſue the works 
of Peace and Loye: _ Now. he may ad- 
vance from weceſſary to voluntary Acts 
of Self-denial, which; before would have 
been putting old Wine into new Bottles, 
contrary. to: the Advice of our Mafer, 
Mat. 9. 17. Now he: may calarge his 
Knowledge, and. exchange the Mz/k of 
the Word for ſtrong Meat,tor. the Wiſdom 
and the Myſteries of it .; Now he may 
extend. his watchfulneſs; .his. care ; and 
whereas. they were: before. wiſely, for 
the moſt part, confined to his own ſafety, 
he may now, like our Saviour, go about 
doing. goed, AR. 10. 38. protefting, 
ſtrengthning,and reſcuing his weak Bre- 
thren ; propagating the Faith, and-en- 
ues the boſoms of Men. with the 
love of Jeſus and his Truths: Now in 
a word, he. may give. himſelf up to a 
Life of more exalted Contemplation, Pu- 
rity and Charity, which will be natural 
and eaſe now, though it were not fo in 
the beginning. And this. Life is . ac- 
eompanied with Peace and. Foy is. the 
Holy Ghoſt ; with Confidence. and 
Pleaſure : Now the Toke af Chrift 
# cafie , and bus burden light , now 
he rejoyces with Foy . unſpeakable, and 
+ | Hopes 
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Hopes full- of Glory, Now- 'tis not ſo 
much he that lives ,. as Cbriſt 'that 
lives in © him, For ' the life | which be 
#ow->/eads, is entirely the | produ&t. of 
Faith 'and 'Love,: and his greateſt -bu- 
fineſs is ro maintain'the Ground: which 
he:has got,” and 'tothold faſt the ſtead- 
faſtneſs' of this Hope unto the:end. -, 
- To render this ſhort account of; the 
growth/'of 'Vertue, from its very Seed 
to. /Maturity;-;the:-more «ſef«,,; and+to 
free-it from ſome;/cyuples, which it may 
otherwiſe give occaſion to, I will -here 
add':#wo x. three Remarks. . x. /That 
the. State-and Habit of«Perfeftion, 1s. 2 
different: thing from ſome | ſuddaia 
Flights, or Efforts: of an Extraordinary 
Paſſion, 'and'fo is the fixt, and eſtabliſh'd 
Franquility- of - the Mind, from ſome 
ſuddain! Gaſts, 'and ſhort hived fits of 
ſpiritual Joy: ' :No man attains to the 
Habits of Vertue:and Pleaſure but | by 
deprees'; and-'the natural "method and 
order by which he: advances-to ; ezther, 
is: that which I have ſet down.: But as 
toiſome Sallies of the moſt pure and ex- 
alted Paſlions, as to ſhort liv'd: fits of 
Perfefion,as to tranicient Taſts,ſhort and 
ſuddain trapſports of ſpiritual Pleaſure, 
” : it 
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ie is-very: often otherwiſe... Gad ſame- 
rtimes,: either to allure. .the. frailey of a 
new 'Convert, or to Fartifie his Reſoju- 
GR ſome hazardous Tryal, does 
to an. extraordinary height, 
by more then uſual Communications of 
his bleſſed Spirit; and:raviſhes him b 
ſome Glances, as it were of the Beatific 
Viſion. 7 es of Love, the melting 
our ar of a piqus . Sorrow ; | the 
b of: Refohation; ny Faith, the 
ence and Exultancy-of Aſſurance, 
do ſometimes accompany ſome. fort of 


Chriſtians -in the be ginningeof Riglite- 
oufneſs; or-in the Oe af | I{nination. 


Where 'the Convidtion is full,the [magi- 
nation lively, and | the Paſſions tender, 
it is more eaſic to gain Perfettion. then 
to preſerve it. When. a Profligate Sin- 
ner in'the day of God's Pqwer is ſnatch'd 
like a Fire-brand out of the Fire, reſcu- 
ed by ſome amazing and furprizing Call, 
like Zrael by Miracles out of Egype, I 
wonder not, if ſuch a one /oves much, 
becauſe much has been forgiven bim; 1 
wonder not if he be firaliowed up by 
the deepeſt and the livelieſt ſenſe of Guile 
and Merey ; I wonder" not, if ſuch a 
one'endeavour to repair his paſt —_ 
y 
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by . Heroick Acts, if he make; haſt to 
redeem his loſt time by a zeal and vi- 
gilance hard to be imitated, neves-.to 
be-parllel'd- by others. Hence, we read 
of Fudah's Love in the day of ber Eſpau- 
ſal;\ Jer, 2.2. 'And of the firſt love of 
the © Church of: Epheſus, Rev.. 2.4. as 
the moſt Perfe&. Aad in the firſt rymeg 
of the Goſpel, when Men. were Con- 
verted by, aſtopiſhing Maracles,; when 
the Preſence: and Example of Jeſu and 
his Followers, when the Pexſpicuity and 
Authority, the Spirit and. Power, the 
Luſtre and Surprize of the Word: of Life, 
and Salvation over-yower'd and 
tranſported the Minds of, Men, and 


made.a thorough change.in a moment ; 
and when agaze, No.man proleſſed Chej 
Rianity, bar he,cxpeReg. by, his Suffer- 
ings and Martyrdom to ſeal the'truth of 
his Profeſſion, -4 wander nat..if Vertue 
ripened faſt yoder- (uch* miragulous 'In- 
fluences of: Hegyen, or if. 4{{arquce 
ſpraog upina.moment fromthelebright 
proofs of an unſhaken Integrity, But 
we,. who live-is colder Climates, who 
behold nothing in ſo clear and... bright s 
Light as thoſe happy Souls did, myſt 
be-content to make ſhorter and aver 
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Steps towards Perfefion,and-fatisfie our 

S with 2 natiiral; ; fk miraculous 
Progreſs. And we, whoſe! Verrues are 
erally 2nd ler-grown; and our'Try- 
#ls n6\ oe then*common. ones; fave 
yo” 'feaſohi'to exped the\Joys. of' al. Par: 


oe Marance, ue 6 on” x63 Prha 
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rol ee: ont obeo and; 1 Col w{r 
I: wm the effett of amuch Labour 
and Travel'Self-denial and Werefifileſs 
on atid'Conftancy; Many ''ave 
the Dangers, which "0s are to encoun- 
ter through our whole-Progreſs towards 
it,” Why'elſe ate weexhorted, ro: learn 
#4 MO yood * To 'perfett' Holineſs inthe 
your "God, «Tor: 7..1,/2.: To be lee: 
in rhe 'Sp irit of * our Minds; from 
dy toc Et 4 24" To warth, and 
faſt to quit us bike Men,'to be firong > 
. 16: 13: To'take to us-the whole 
Won of God that we" 'may be ' able't 
fant againſt the wiles of 'the' Devil, aud 
mbey we hate doe all, to ftand, Eph. 6. 
TT.14. 7Þ uſe al Ailigence to make _our 
cabing and 6leftion ſure,” 2 Pet, 1." 10. 
8nd fuch” like 2 Nay, which is very re- 
markable, theſe and the like Exhortati- 
Ons 
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ons were addrefs'd to Chriſtians in thoſe ; 


>times, which had manifold advantages 
above theſe of owrs. If I ſhould ſa 
That the Spirit of God, the Sundtifying 
Grace of God, was then power'd forth, 
in more plentiful meaſures, then ever 
after, not. only Scripture, as I think, but 
Reaſon too, would be on my ſide. | 'The 
Iatereſt of _the Church. of Chriſt re- 
quired it ; SanRtity being. as, neceſſary 
as Miracles to Convert the Jew and the 
Gentile. But beſides this, the then won- 


derful, and ſurprizing Li OM of the 


Golpel, the Preſeace of in the 
Fleſh, or of thoſe who had. by Eye- 
witneſſes of his Glory, a crowd of won- 
drous Warks and Miracles, the expeQa- 
tion of (eerie things, Temporal and 
Eternal Judgments at. the door ; and an 
equal pls 236 of Glorious ones too: 
All theſe things breaking in, beyond ex- 
peRation, upon a Jewiſh and Pagan 
World, over-whelm'd before by thick 
darkneſs, and who abominattons were 
too notorious to be conceal'd, and too 
deteſtable to be excuſed or defended, 
could not but produce a very great and 
ſudden change. Now therefore, if in 


theſe rimes, many did ſtart forth in a 
| moment 
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moment fit for Baptifm, | and Martyr- 
dom, if ttiany . amon theſe were ſud- 
denly changed, juſtified and crowned, I 
ifrags oo; this was 2 day of Power, 
by of 6 | wherein God afſerted 
Bah exalted his 'Son,, ahd” reſcued 
the World; by" a ſtretched: our Hand, 1 
diced not arg from ny be bis 
rg to ex any | ke at 7his 
"But, nar if ol ting all this, 
Catiahs - thoſe happy times, amidſt 
fo many Advantages, ftood in »eed of 
. ſuch Exhortations, whit, do not; we'in 
theſe Times? If fo much Watchfulneſs, 
Prayer, Patience, Fear, Abſtinence, and 
earneſt Contention became them, when 
God as it 'were bowed the . Heavens and 
came down, and dwelt amongſt Men, what 
becomes us'inthoſe da s, in the dregs 
of time, 'when God'ſtands as it were 
aloof off, 'ro' ſee what will be our ht- 
ter end, retired behind" a'Cloud, which 
our Herefies and* Infidelities, Schifms 
and Diviſions, Sins afid* Provocations, 
have raiſed? To conclude, he that will 
* be Per fe miſt 'not fit like the Lame 
Man Tf Betbeſdab Pool , expetting gill 
ſome - wel come to cure him; but like 
_ our Lord, he muſt climb the Mount, 
; _ and 
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and Pray ; and then. he; may- be tran(- 
formed, he may be raiſed as much above 
the Moral -Cormption of his Nature by 
Perfefion, 'as; our Saviour. was, above 
the Meannets and Humility of his Body, 
by bis Glorious:7ransfiguration. ' Theſe 
two Obſervations: are. of manifold uſe. 
For maijy expeX Pleaſure' when they 
have no-right to it;- they: would. reap; 
before Vertue be grown up and-ripen'd ; 
and: being more intent upon the Fruit of 
Duty, tlien-the: dilcharge of it, they 
are frequently diſappointed and diſcou- 
raged. © Others there are, who miſtaking 
fome fits:and> flaſhes of Spiritual Joy for 
the: Habirual Peace and Pleaſure of Per- 
fefion, do entertain too early Confiden- 
ces, andinftead of perfecting Zolineſs in 
_ the fear of God,- they decline,| or it may 
be', | fall away through Negligence 
and Security; or which :is as "the 
Daties of Religion grow: taſteleſs and in- 
ſipid to 'them: for want of: that Pleaſure 
which they: ignorantly. or/ preſumptu- 
vufly expect ſhould conſtantly attend 
*em : And ſo they are: diſheartened: or 
diſguſted, and give: back; which they 
would never do, if they did rightly un- 
derſtand, that ' Perfe#:on is a work of 
. F2 : time, 


ler 
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find himſelf as ſuddenly led down to 


time, that'@ ſetled: Tranquility, an Ha- 
bitual Joy of Spirit, is the Fruit only of 
Perfeftion; and that thoſe ſhort Gleams 
ot Joy,” which-break in-upon new Con- 
yerts, and {ſometimes on. other imper- 
te! Chriſtians, do depend upon extra- 
ordinary Circumſtances, or arepeculiar 
Favburs' of Heaven. Laſtly, there are 
many, Who have entertain'd very odd 
Fancies about the Attainment of Per- 
fefion ; they talk anda as if Perfett;z« 
on were the Product, not:of Time and 
Experience, but an Inſtant; as if it were 


_ to be infuſed ,in' a; moment | not | ac« 


quir'd ;; as'if it were a: meer: Arbitrary 


Favour, -not the Fruit of Meditation and 


Diſcipline 2 .*Tis true, itcannot be doub- 
ted\by a.Chriſtian, 'bat 'that': PerfeTion 
derives it (elf. from Heaven; and that 
the Seed of it," is the Grace of God: 
Yet itis true too, and can; as little! be 
doubted by. any. one /' who conſults the 


Goſpel, and: che Experience of the beſt 


Men, that: we maſt watch, and pray, 
and contend, labour, and perſevere, and 
that - long too,: &re we can. attain tit. 
And whoever fancies himfelf, rapt up 
into the tbzrd Heaven on a ſudden, will 


the 
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the Earth again ; if he do not | uſe his. 
utmoſt diligence to fortifie his Reſoluti- 
ons, to cheriſh the New-born- Flame, 
and to guard and / improve his Ver- 
cues. - . =, 

3/y, It . may be Osjefed againſt the 
account I have given of the growth of 
Vertue, that when I come to the Ma- 
turity of it; my Colours are foo bright, 
my Strokes 'too-bold, and the Form | 
have given it- #00 Divine. ' For you: dif 
cribe/it, will one fay, as if Man, now 
grown Perfect, had nothing to do, : but 
to enjoy God,” and himlelf; as if he 
were already entered into Reſt, and did 
aQually fe down with Chrift in Hea- 
venly places: as if'in a word, Yertue 
were no longer his task, but Pleaſure; 
as if he had nothing to do, but to 
rejoyce continually, nothing further to 
preſs after, nothing to combate, no- 
thing to contend with : Whereas the 
Fathers generally, and all Judicious 
Medern Writers ſeem to place Perfeion 
in nothing higher, then in a perpetual 
Progreſs towards it ; they look upon 
Life'as a perpetual warfare, and utterly 
deny any ſuch Height or Eminence as 
is rais'd above Clouds.and Storms, ay 
V I 3 boys 
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bove Troubles and 'Temptations. . But 
to thi, I have ſeveral things to ſay, 
which will clear my ſenſe about this 
Matter, and; difpel all Q&jefzons. Firſt, 
I have deſcribed the laſt Stage of the 
Chriſtian's ſpiritual Progreſs, : which I _ 
call' a ſtate of Zeal, and in which I ſup» 
.-poſe the Chriſtian to commence Perfect; 
this I ſay,: I have deſcribed in the ſame 
manner, and, as near as.I could in the 
ſame words, which the Scripture does, 
Secondly, 1 do not pretend any where to 
aſſert, that there is any ſtatein this Life, 
rais'd above Tryals and Temptations. 
Alas! The moſt Perfe# Man, will find 
it work enough, to- make good the 
Ground he has gain'd,. and . maintain 
the Conqueſt he. has won ; much watch- 
fulneſs and labour, much humility -and 
fear, and many other Vertues are ne- 
ceſlary to Perſeverance in_ a fiate of 
Perfettion. Thirdly, Asthe World goes 

now, and indeed ever did, Perfedton is 
a ſtate we arrive at very /ate; and all 
the -way to it, full of Labour and Tra» 
vel, full of Dangers and Difficulties ; 
ſo that upon this - account, the Life of 
Man may weli enough be ſaid to be a 
. perpetual Warfare. But Fourthly, 1 do 


by 
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by no. means affirm, that the Perfe# 
Man is incapable of Growth and Im- 
provement. Of this I ſhall have occa- 
ſion to unfold my: ſenſe more fully af 
terwards. In the mean time I cannot 
forbear obſerving here, that there is a 
great difference between the growth of 
an Imperfet and a Perfett Chriſtian ; 
for ſuppoſing Grace to be always in- 
creaſing, and the very Maturity of Ver- 
tue to:admit of Degrees, yet the marks 
and diſtin&tions of ſuch different Degrees 
are ſo-nice and delicate, that the 4d- 
vances. of the Perfef Man are ſcarce- 
perceptible to himſelf, without the 
cloſeſt and ſtricteſt Enquiry : . Much 
leſs can they fall under the Obſervati- - 
on of others. The jir/# Change - of a 
Sinner from Darkneſs to Light, from 
Vice to Virtue, from an averſion for 
God and Goodneſs to a Szxcere, though 
not a Perfef Love of both, is very 
palpable : So again, the change from a 
ſtate of weakneſs and- inconſtancy, to 
| one of ſtrength ; of conflict and difficul- 
ty, to one of eaſe and liberty ; of fear 
and doubt, to one of confidence and 
pleaſure, .is little lefs evident and-ſenſt- 
ble. But the ſeveral degrees of growth 
& I 4 afterwards, 
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afterwards, the improvements, what- 
ever they be, of a Mature Rate, are of 
another, Nature, -not : conſiſting in a 
Change,:but- Adition ; and that made 
inſenfibly. Here therefore, the Perfeft 
Man, in' order to maintain the Peace 
and Pleaſure of his Mind, need not en» 
rer into a. Nice and Scrupulous-Exami- 
nation of the Degrees. and Meaſures of 
his Virtues; 'tis (ufficient that he make. 
good his Poſt, *tis enough it he follow 
the advice of St. Paxl, x Cor, 15. 58. 
If he be ſteadfaſt and unmoveable,. and 
ang abounding jn the Works of the 
Lord, | 
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CHAP. VI, 
Of tbe Means of PerfeGion. 


Con I infGſt particularly, on every 
Y 


) one of the Meays or Infiruments of 
Perfeftion, it would lead me through 
the whole Syſteme of Religion ;it would 
oblige me to treat of all the Articles of 
our Faith, and all the Parts of Moral 


Righteouſneſs. For the Vertues -of the 


Goſpel 


A. - 
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tually Miniſter to their own growth 
and ſtreogth. And Prayer and the 
Lord's Supper, not to mention Medita- 
tion, Pſalmody, Converſation, Diſcipline, 
are founded: upon the beliet of all the 
Myſteries of our Religion; and conſiſt 
in the Exerciſe of almoſt all Chriſtian 
Graces, as Repentance, © Faith, Hope, 
Charity : But this wopld be an endleſs 
cask. I purpoſe therefore, here only 
ta lay down ſome few General Obſerva- 
tions, which may ſerve for direQions in 
the uſe of Goſpe! Means, point out the 
End we are to aim at, and enable us to 
reap, the utmoſt Benefie from them. 
Theſe 0b/ervations are. 

I. The Prafice of Wiſdom and Ver- 
tue is the beſt way to improve and 


ſtrengthen both. 


2. The Twogeneral andimmediate Jx- 
Framents, as of Converfion, o of Perfe- 
Jion too, are the Goſpel! and the Spirze. 

3. The. natural and immediate Fruzt 
of Meditation, Prayer, Euchariſt, Pſal- 
mody, and; good Converſation, is, the 
quickning and ——_ the Conſcience, 
the Fortifying and Confirming our Re- 


ſolutions, 


$ 
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ſolutions, and the raiſing and keeping 
up an Heavenly Frame of. Spirit. 

4. The 'immediate? Ends of Diſci- 
' pline, are the'ſabduing the Pride of the 
Hearr, and reducing the 'Appetizes of 
the Body. $43 , | 

5. Laſtly,” Some kinds of Life are 
better ſuited and 'accommodated to the 
great Ends of Religionand Vertue, than 
others, -1 will very briefly Illuſtrate 
each. of theſe Obſervations, and fſug- 
geſt from them ſuch Rules, as I ſhall 
judge moſt ſerviceable to promote Per- 
fefion. Far | 


 &. x. The Prafice of Wiſdom and 
Vertue, is the beſt way to improve and 
ſtrengthen both. This'is a Propoſition 
almoſt Self-evident : For beſides that, it 
is acknowldg'd on all Hands, that the 
frequent repetition of ſingle As of Ver- 
rue, is the natural way to arrive at an 
Habit of it; the Praftice of Vertue gives 
a Man great boldneſs towards God, 
mingles Joy and Pleaſure im all his Ad- 
dreſſes to hum, - purifies | and enlightens- 
the Mind; and entitles him to more 
plentiful Meaſures of Grace, and higher 
degrees of Favour. If ye continue in 
 OIOED is my 
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wy, Word, then are ye my Diſciples in- 
F ay - and ye ſpa. Fark the Truth, and 
the Truth ſhall make you free, Joh. 8. 31. 
3»: To him that hath, ſhall be given, and 
he ſhall have more abundance, Mat. x3. 
12. If this be fo, as undoubtedly. it is; 
It is plain, That we ought not to be 
fond of ſuch a Solitude or Retirement, 
as cuts off the opportunity of many Ver- 
tues, which may be daily prattis'd ina 
more publick and aftive Lite. The true 
Anchorite or Hermite, was at firſt, little 
«better then a Pious Extravagant : I will 
not ſay how -much worſe he is ow. 
Meditation and Prayer are excellent 
Duties, but ''Meekneſs and | Charity, 
Mercy and Zeal are not one jot in- 
feriour to them. The World is an ex- 
cellent School to a good Chriſtian; the 
Follies and the Miſeries,: the Tryals and 
Temptations of. it, do not only exerciſe 
and employ our Vertue, - but cultivate 
and improve it : 'They afford us both 
Tuſtruftion and Diſcipline, and natural- 
ly Advance us on towards a ſolid Wit- 
dom, and a well-ſetled Power over our 
ſelves. . *Tis our own fault if every Ac- 
cident that befalls us, and every one 
whom we converſe with, do not teach 

| us 
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us ſomewhat ; occaſion. fome- wile Re- 


fle4ion ; or _enkindle: ſome; Pious \Af- 
fefion in us. We do not reflet on our 
Words and AQions, 'we:do- not obſerve 


the motions of our. own'Hearts as dili- 


gently as we ought; we make little or 
no Application of what we ſee or hear, 
nor learn any thing from the Wiſdom, 
and the Vertue, | the Folly and : the 
Madneſs of May, and the conſequences 
of both : And fo, we neither improve 
our Knowledge, nor our Yertue, but are 
the fame. to day we-:were yeferday, 
and Life waſtes away in common Acci- 
dents, and cuſtomary Actions, with as 
little alteration in us, as'in our Afﬀairs: 
Whereas, were we mindful, as we ought 
of our true Intereſt, and deſirous to 
.reap ſome ſpiritual Benefit. from every 
thing, the Vertues of Good Men would 
enkindle our Emulation, and the Folly 
and Madneſs of Sixers would confirm 
our abhorrence for Sin ; from ove we 
ſhould learn Content, from axother . In- 
duſtry, here we ſhould ſee a Charm in 
Meekneſs and Charity, there in Humili- 
ty ; in tbz Man we ſhould ſee Reaſon 
to admire Diſcretion, and Command 
of himſelf, in hat Courage and Cons 

ſtancy, 
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ſtancy , Afſiduity and. Perſeverance : 
Nor would it: be ſs uſeful to us, to 
obſerve, how Vanity expoſes oxe, and 
Peeviſhneſs torments another -; how 
Pride and Ambition embroil a third; and, 
how hateful and - contemptible Avarice 
renders a fourth; and to trace all. that 
variety of ruin, which -Luſt; and Pro- 
digality, Diſorder, and Sloth leave be- 
them. 

And as this: kind of Obſervations 
will fill us with ſolid and uſeful Xnow-: 
ledge, fo will a diligent attention. to the 
Rules of Righteoulieſs,. and diſcretion 
in all the common and daily ations of 
Life, enrich us with'true Yertue, Reli- 
gion "is not to be confin'd to! the Church, 
and to the Cloſer, -nor to be; exerciſed 
only in Prayers and Sacraments,  Me- 
ditation and Alms ; but every where, 
weare inthe Preſence of God, and. every 
Word, every Action, is capable-of Moe- 
rality. Our Defects and- Infirmities, 
betray themſelves in the daily Acci- 
dents and the common Converſation 
of Life ; and here they draw after them 
very. important . Conſequences ; and 
therefore here they are to be watched 
oven, regulated and govern'd, as well 

as 
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as in our more ſolemn A@tions. *Tis 
to the Vertues or the- Errors of our 
common "Converſation ' and ordinary 'De- 

ent;'that we owe both our Friends 
and Enomies, our 'g60d''or bad: Cha- 
rater "abroad, our Domeſtick Peace or 
Troubles ; -andin a high degree, the im- 
provenient: or | depravation of our 
Minds:--Let no 'Man-then, that will 
be Perfe or Happy, . \ abandon himſelf 
to his 'Mumeurs or 'Inaclinations in his 
Carrmige towards his Acquaimtance, his 
Childten;'/ bis / Servants: Let \no Man, 
that-witt} be" Perfelt' or 'FJappy, follow 
"y dice or” Faſhion in the common 
\cuftornary' Aﬀtions of Life : But let 
hin aſſure: hiriſef 'thatb Yy 2 daily 'en- 
deavour? to" conforin theſe more' and 
rore the" excellent Rules of the 
Goſpel, 'he'is to train up himſelf by 
degrees'to-'the' moſt” abſolute 1W3/dow, 
and the moſt Perfeft-Yertue, he is ca- 
pable of. ' And to thisend he muſt firſt 
know himſelf, and thoſe he has ito do 
with, "he muſt diſcern the proper Sea- 
ſon- and the juſt Occaſion of every 
Vertue ; 'and then, he muſt apply him- 
ſelf to the 'acquiring the Perfection of 
it by the daily Exerciſe of it, even” i 
thoſe 
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' thoſe things;: which, for- want of due 
RefleQion, do'not commonly ſeem of 
any* great importance. To one, that 
is thus diſpes'd,: the dulneſs or the 
careleſneſs of a Servant; 'the | ſtub- 
bornneſs of a Child, the foureneſs of 
a Parent, the- Inconſtancy of Friends, 
the Coldneſs of | Relations, the Neg- 
le& or Ingratitude of the World,” will 
all prove extreamly uſeful; and benefi- 
cial; every ' thing will inftrut him, 
every thing will afford an! opportunity 
of exerciſing ſome Vertue ' or atiother ; 


f5 that ſuch a one fhall be daily learn- 


ng, daily growing better and wiſer, 4 


gs, The * 1wo great” - Ioflriouents, 
not of Regeneration only, but alſo of 


Perſeverance and Perfeftion, \ are the 


Word andthe Spirit of God.” 'Thisno 


Man doubts; that'is a Chriftian: And 


therefore I will not go abut" to prove 


it: Nor will I at preſent” diſcourſe of 
the Energy and. Operation of the oye, 


and*the other ;* or examine what each 
15 1n its (elf, or wherein the' one differs 
from the other. 'Tis © abundantly e- 


\nough, if we be aſſured, that the Gope? 
and the Spirir, are proper and- ſuffici- 


Ent 
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ent Means to attain the great Znds, 1 
| have mentioned, namely, our. Conver- 
þ verfion and Ferfedion. And that they 
| | are ſo, is very. plain from thoſe Texts, 
, 
: 


which - do ' expreſly aſſert, That the 
Goſpel contains all thoſe Truths, that 
are neceſlary, to the clear Expoſition 
| | of our Duty, or.to the moving and ob- 
UIgiog us tothe Practice of it. And that 
J: the  Sprrit implies a ſupply of all that 
a ſapernatural ſtrength, be it what it.w1ll, 
| that is neceſſary to enable us, nct on- 
| | | ly to will, but to do, . that which the 
| | Golpel' convinces us to be our Duty. 
Such are, Rom. 8. 2. For the Law of 
the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath 
made me free from the Law of Sin :and 
Death, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. Al Scripture 
wv given by inſpiration of God, and u pro- 
fitable for Dottrine, for Reproof, for Cor- 
redtion, for Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs. 
That the Man of God may k Perfe8, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works, 
2 Cor. 12.9. Ayd he ſaid unto me, ") 
Grace u ſufficient for thee, for my Strengt 
is made perfett in weakneſs. Moſt gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my In- 
firmities, that the Power of Chriſt may 
T3 reſt upon me, x Vet. 1. 5. Who are my 
YF J 
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by the Power of God through Faith unto 
Salvation, ready to be ebeatil it the laſt 
time 3 'Tis needleſs to multiply Texts 
on this occaſion, otherwiſe *twere very 
eaſie to ſhew ; That all things neceſſa- 
ty to. Life and Godlinefs, are contain'd in 
the Word and Spirit ; that what evet 
is neceſlarily to be wrought in .us to 
prepare us for, or entitle us to, Eter- 
nal Salvation, is aſcribed to the Goſpe/ 
and the Spirit. This truth then be- 
ing unqueſtionable, that the Goſpe/ and 
the Spirit are the two great Inſiruments 
of Perfeftion; we may from hence in- 
fer two Rules, which are of the moſt 
Univerſal ufe, and ofthe moſt power- 
ful efficacy in the' purſuit of Perfe#70n; 
:. We cannot have too great a Value, 
too. great a Paſſion for the Book of God; 
nor fix: our Thoughts and Hearts tov 
earneſtly upori the truths of it. ' We 
- muſt imitate the, Theſſalonians, in behalf 
of whom St. Paul thanks God, - becauſe 
when they received the Word of God 
which they. heard of him, they received it 
#0t as the Word of Men, But as it is in 
Truth, the Word of God, x 'The(. 2. 13. 


that is, we muſt entertain the Goſpel, as - 


that, which has Infallible Truth in all 


= * its 


— 
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its Dodtrines, uncontroulable Authort 
ty in all tsPrecepts, a Divine Cerrain- 
ty in all its Promiſes and Threats, and 
a Divine Wiſdom in all its Counſels and 
Directions ; And he that thus believes, 
will certaioly find the Goſpel to work 
effetually in him, as it did- in the 
 Thefſalontans, What Light and Beauty 
will be diſcern in all its Deſctiptions 
of our Duty ! What force in all its per- 
ſwaſions! what Majeſty, what Digoity, 
what Life, what Power, what Conſola- 
tion, what Support ! In one word, 
what Heaveoly Vertue will he diſtern 
in cach part of it, and what vaſt ahd 
unfathomable Wiſdom in the whole 
Compoſure and  Contrivance of it ! 
How will he then admire it, how will 
he love it, how will he ſtady it, how 
will he delight in it ! How will he be 
tranſp by the Promiſes, and awed 
by the Threats of it! How will hebe 
pierced and ſtruck through by thoſe 
Exagperations of Sin, and Captiv'd 
and Enamour'd by thoſe lively and 
Divine, Deſcriptions of Vertue he meets 
init} How will he adore the Goodhefs 
of God, conſpicuous in our Redempti- 
on ! How will hebe inflamn'd oy 
ove 


love of Jeſus , and be amaz'd at his 
Condeſcenſion and Humility ! This and 
much more is the natural effe& of our 
receiving the Goſpe/ as we ought, and 
pondering the truths of it with de- 
'vout and incefiant Meditation. This 
the Royal P/almift was abundantly ſen- 
ſible of, Tby word have 7 hid in my 


Heart ; that I might not fin againſt 


thee, Plal. 119. 11. Zhou through thy 
Commandments has made* me wiſer then 
mine Enemies: for they are ever with 
. me. 1 have more underſtanding then all 
my teachers : for thy Teſtimonies are 
Meditation, ver. 98, To which I 
' might add many other verſes out of 
that Pſa/m, containing the various and 
mighty Effefts of the Word of God. 
Nor will any one. think, that I attri- 
bute too: much to the ſtudy of this 
Word of Life, who ſhall conſider that 
it' is one 'of the great Works of the 
Holy Spirit, to incline our Heart) to 
the Teſtimonies off God , to write his 
Laws in our Hearts, to diſpoſe us to 
attend to revealed Truths; and in one 
word, to-fix' our Minds and Thoughts 


upon them. ©, Since the Spzrit tos 
gether with the Goſpel, wa joyar Prin- 
"W'3 ciple - 


—— 


— 
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ciple of Regeneration and Perfettion, 
'tis- manifeſt; That. we: ought to live 
. In a continual dependance upon God. 
He muſt be our Hope and Confi- 
dence. in the Day of Tryal : He muſt 
be our Praiſe and Boaſt in the Day: of 
Vidtory, and in'the Day: of. Peace : when 
we /ie down, and when we riſe, up, we 
mulſt- fay ' with the P/almift,: "tis thou 
Lord that. makeſt me dwel in ſafety, 
Pal. x. 4. We: muſt. look--upon our 
felves as ſurrounded. by. Enemies, -and 
beſieged by- Spiritual Dangers, as Da- 
wid was by Temporal : Aod.'as be in 
the one, {o'muſt we 1n- the other, ex- 
pet:Strength and Salvation from: Zim. 
Through God we ſhall do waliantly ; for 
he it is that ſhall tread 'down'our Enc- 
mes, Pſal: 60. 12. Many Natiogs compaſs 


Lord 1 will deftroy them. And when 
we have conquer'd: Temptations, and 
routed the Powers of Darkneſs, we muſt 
aſcribe all, not \to our + own. ſtrength, 
nor  to'our own watchfulneſs,: but. to 
the Grace and the Power of God,  Zf 
the Lord himſelf had not been on our 
fide : Now may Iirael ſay, if the Lord 
himſelf had not been on our fide, when 
the 


me round about ; but in the name of the © 
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the Legions of Hell combined with the 
World and Fleſh againſt us, they had 


ſwallowed us up alive, Plal. 124- I, 2, 3. 
Now many will be the happy effects of 
this dependance - upon God: we ſhall 
be paſſionately deſirous of his Preſence, 
of his Grace and Favour; we ſhall 


_ . dreſs and prepare our Souls, we ſhall 


awaken and diſpoſe all our ' Faculties 
to receive him ; we ſhall ever do the 
things that may invite and prevail with 
him to abide with us ; we ſhall be ap- 
prehenſive .of . his forſaking ws, as the 
greateſt Evil. that can betall us. Lif# 
up your Heads, O ye Gates, and be ye 
lift up, ye everlaſting Doors ; and the 
King of Glory ſhall come in, awake O 
, my Soul, raiſe thy ſelf above this 
World and Fleſh, that thou mayeſt 
be fit for the Xing of Glory to dwell 
in thee: who. 1s the King of Glory? The 
Lord ſtrong and mighty,” the Lord migh- 
ty in Battel ;. that Holy Spirit that 
{ubdues our Enemies, that ſtrengthens us 
with might, and fills us with Courage 
and Holy Alacrity, P/al. 24. 7, 8. Nor 
does the Pſalmiſt prepare his Soul for 
God by Meditation only, and Spiritual 
RecolleRion, ' and Soliloquies, but by a 

K 3 careful 


——_—_y 
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careful and circumſpe& Regulation of 
all his. Actions, Pſal. ror. 2, 3. 1 will 
bebave my ſelf wiſely in a perfgfi way ; 
O when wilt thou come wnto me? [will 
walk within my Houſe with a perfed? 
Heart. 1 il er no wicked thing before 


mine Eyes: 1 bate the work of them 
that turn afide, it ſhall not cleave ta 
me. And how earneſtly does he pray 


againſt God's forſaking him? Pal. 
5I. I1. Caft me not away from thy Pre- 
ſence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from 


we. The Reſult of all this, muſt needs 


be Stcadfaſinefs and Growth in Holineſs 
and Goodneſs. For firf?, This is the 
natural influence of ſuch a dependance 


upon God ; it places us 8s always be- 


fore Him, and-makes us walk humbly 


ly a Majeſty : 1 have ſet the Lord al- 
ways before me ; becauſe be is at my 
right-hand, I ſhall not be moved, Plal. 16. 
I. Secondly, we canget doubt but that 
Gad, will plentifully beſtow his Grace 
on thoſe, who thus rely upon him. 
For where can He beſtow it with more 
Advantage tq his —_ or to the Pro» 
pagation of Holineſs ; both which we 


? 


and circumipectly as becomes thole, : 
_ that are awed:by the Preſence of ſo Ho- 


CP 
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& to him? Who is a Subjet 
more of it, or who can be 
better egtitled w = mo thus 
depends upon God ? begs it Zune 
bly, and receives it Thankfully ; ſa he 
will Husband it Caref«lly, and employ 
. it Zealouſly. 
$. 3. In Prayer , Meditation, and 
other /uftrumental duties of Religion, 
we are to aim at oe or all of theſe 
tbree things. 1. The Quickning and 
Enlivening the Conſcience. 2. The Con- 
firming and Strengthning our Reſoluti- 
ons of obedience, 3. The Raiſing and 
Keeping up Holy and Devout Aﬀeti- 
s. Great is the benefit of each of 
theſe : Teuderneſs of Conſcience will keep 
. us, not only from Evyil, but every 
 apperrance of it ; increaſe of Spiritual 
| Strength, will render us ſteadfaſt and 
q unmoveable ia all the Works of God ; 
| and Holy Pafſios will make us abound 
| in them. To ſpiritual Paſtor we owe the 
Zeal and Pleaſure; to ſpiritual Strexgth, 
} or Liberty, the Conſtancy and Uni- 
formity, of an Holy Life; and both 
Strength and Paſſon are generally ow- 
ing to a Tender and Enlightend Cone 
ſcience, For while the Conſcience pre» 
| K 4 lerves 
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ſerves a quick and niceilenſe 'of Good 
and ''Evi};/'all the great+ Traths - of the 
Goſpel will have their ' proper Force, 
and natural Efficacy upon us. Theſe 
then are the Genuine Fruits of Medi- 


tation, the  Eacharift, Pſ/almody, . and 


ſuch-like : If they do not add Life and 
Light to the Corſczence, it they. do. not 
avgment our Szreygrh, nor exalt our 
Paſſions, if they do not increaſe our 
Ccereſtation of Sin, and our Love to 
God and Goodneſs; if they do not 
quicken and excite Devout Purpo- 
les, if they do not engage and refreſh 
the Soul by Holy Joy and Heavenly 
Pleaſure ; if, I fay, they do-not in ſome 
degree or other promote theſe. things, 
we reap #0. benefit at all from them, 
or we can never be certain that we do. 
But though the Ends I have mentioned, 
be of this great uſe to all, and conſe- 
quently all are obliged to aim at them, 
yet may the different Defeds and Im- 
perfectionsof different Chriſtians, render 
oxe of theſe Ends more neceſſary then 
another : And by conſequence, it will be 
IViſdom,” more immediately and direct. 
ly to intend-and purſue that. For Ex- 
avple, it a Man's Temper be ſuch, Fm 
$3 _ iS 
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three Ends I propoſed to a Chriſtian in 
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his Paſſions do' ſoon kindle, and ſoon 
die again ; that he is apt-to Form wiſe 
and 'great 'Projets, and as unapt to ac- 
compliſh any: thing; in '2b#z Caſe, it 
will be his Duty ro'aim eſpecially. at 
the increaſe of Strength 'But it -0n 
the other hand, a Man's Temper be 


Cold and Phlegmatick, Slow and Hea- 


vy ; it is but fit, that he ſhould parti- 
cularly apply himſelf to the awaken- 
ing and exciting Devout Afections in 
his Soul. For as excellent purpoſes do 
often miſcarry for want of Conſtancy 
and Firmneſs of Mind: /o Steadineſs and 
Firmneſs of Mind, doth ſeldom efte&t 
any great matter, when it wants Life 


- and Paſſion to put it into Motion. Again, 


if one's paſt Life has been very Sinful, 
or the preſent be not very :Fraitful, it 
will behove ſuch a one to increaſe the 
Tenderneſi of Conſcience, to add more 
Light and Life to its Conviftions ; that 
by a daily Repetition of Contrition and 
Compunction, he may waſh off the 
Stain, or by the Fruitfulneſs of his 


following Life, repair the Barrennef 


of that Paſt. Having thus in few words, 
both made out the Uſefulneſs: of thoſe 


the 
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the performance of 1 Inflrumental duties 
of and ſhewed in what Caſes 
he may be | to aim more imme- 
diately at ' one then avotber, I will wow 
enquire, and that as briefly as I can, 
bow theſe three Ends may be ſecured 
_ romoted. 
| .. Of Tenderneſi of Conſcience, or 
Fa full and lively Convietiooas of it. 
' To. promote this, the frft thing ne- 
| ceſlary is Meditation. No Man, who 
diligently ſearches and ſtudies the Book 
of Gad can be a Stranger, to himſelf, or 
to his Duty. Net to is Duty; tor this 
Book reveals the whole Will of God in 


Jafallible Charafers of Good and Evil, 

| Right and Wrong, as render our Igno- 
rance or Error inexculable : It points 
out the great Exds of Life o plainly, 
and conducts us to them by ſuck gene- 
ral and unerring Rules, that there is no 
variety of Circumſtances can fo perplex 
and ravel our Duty, but that an hone/? 
Man by the help of this, may eafily 
diſcover it. For this Reaſon 'tis, that 
the Word of God is called Light, be- 
cauſe it does —_—_— between 
| e 


clear and full Terms, it gives us ſach 
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like a Zamp does manifeſt the Path 
which we are to choole, _——_—_— 
that Mzf and Darkzefi, with which the 
Luſt of Man, and the Subtilty of Hell 
has covered it. And for this Reaſog 
'tis, that the Good have fuch a Yale, 
and the Wicked, ſuch an Averfiox for 
the Book of God. For, every one that 
doth Evil bateth the Light, neither com- 
eth to the. Light, leſt bis Deeds ſhould be 
reproved. But he that doth Truth com- 
eth to the Light, that bu Deeds be 
made manifeh, that they are wrought in 
God, Joh. 3. 20, 21. Nor can he that 
Studies the Word of God, be a Stranger 
to Himſelf any more then to his Duty. 
For this Light ranſacks all the Recelis 
- of the Soul; it traces all its AﬀeRions 
back to their firſt Springs and Sources ; - 
it lays open all its Defires and Projeds, 
and ſtrips its moſt ſecret Purpoles of all 
their Diſguiſe : For the word of God i 
quick an rful, and ſharper then 
two Edged Sword ; piercing even to * 
droiding aſunder of Soul and Spirit , 
and of the Joynts and Marrow ; and is 
a diſcerner of the thoughts, and intents 
of the Heart, Heb. 4. 12. In a word, 
if we would preſerve the Cenſciency 


quick, * 
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quick, add ſevfible,: we muſt be ; daily 


convetfarit.in the Book of God. For this 
comrmagids (with 'that.. Authority, 'in- 
ſtrafts) with [that  clearneſs, - perlwades 
with-that Force, reproves with that Pu- 
rity, Prudence, and -Charity, that we 
ſhall- not-eaGly be able to-refiſt it ; it de- 
ſcribes:Righteouſneſs and Sin in ſuch-true 
and lively Colours, proclaims'Rewards 
and. Puniſhments in ſuch powerful and 
moving. Language, that it rouſes even 
the Dead in Sin,' penetrates and wounds 
the ſtupid and obdurate. 

To Meditation we muſt add Prayer. 
For this is. a very proper. and eflentiaf 
Means to refreſh and renew in the Soul, 
the Hatred of Sin, and Love of Good- 
neſs ; and to improve thoſe Impreſſions 
which Meditation has made upon it. 
We cannot eaſily put up Petitions to 
God with Confidence, unleſs we do the 
things that. pleaſe him ;. for our Hearts 
will. miſgiveus, and our very Petitians 
will reproach us: And the meer 7howgbe 
of entring. more immediately into "he 
Preſence. of God, does. oblige us to 
more careful Tryal and Examination of 
our Actions. For God being not 
Omailcigat þyt Juſt and Holy too, we 


can 
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can no more fatter our ſelves with:the 
Hope of Pardon for any Sin. into. which: 
we are betrayed by. fondnels;qr. negli- 
gence, then we. can imaginehim Igno- 
rant of: it.. Butithis is not all ;:we.are 
to'pray, that God would enable us to 


earch out and diſcover our own, Hearts, 


Pal. 139.23, 24. Search me O God, ' and 
know my Heart : Try me and: buow my 
Thoughts ; and ſee.if there. be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the may. Ever- 
lafting.'' And if we..do: this ſincerely, 
God. 1 will undoubtedly, our. Re- 
queſts ; and will lay open. to-us all, our 
preſent Defects, -and -,-[nfirmities., .and 
ſhew. us how far-ſhort. we. come of the 
Glory-'of. God : that Perfefion of Holi- 
neſs and Happineſs, , which mapy. Emi- 
pent - Saints actually arrived. at upon 
Earth. -: And/we way be {ure,' that Light 
which breaks /in upan, our. Mind with 
this Brightneſs, will not ſuffer any. la- 
tent. Corruptions t0.. continue. unc ſco- 
vered ; ;nor permit us £0. forget, the 


Stains: and: 'Ruins, which the Sins, of 


our.. paſt Life, . haye..left. behind.them. 
Converſation is another Way, by MPA 
we learn to know: our, ſelves, and by 


which, Conſcience is - kept \awake x; and 
in 


— 
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in its Pigonr. How Convidtive , 
how: * is the Diſcourſe of a De- 
vout and-Prous _ When he com- 
plaias,'or when he rejoyces, when he 
relaces'the Hiſtory of on Experi- 
ence; when he lets us ſee the Deſigns he 
has av Ferns; and the excellent Ends his 
Soul chirſts after, how- does our Heart 
bara within ns? What variety of Afefti- 
os oct raiſe in us; when he makes 
his remarks on Humwan\Nature and the 
World; when he bewails the diſhonour 
of 'Gad and the decay of Religion 
 attiongſtivs, when be relates the miſe- 
ry und mitt of Sinners, and ob- 
ſerves” the particular Sins and Follies 
that -occafioned it > How often does he 
hereby #7 us to wiſe. RefleBtions on 
our ſelves? How - new Beauties 
does he ſerver to us in Vertue, how 
many "Deformities in Sin, which had 
fox ch ngeye = pp But *tis not 
the ny; grD O __— OO my Friend, 
but his.Life alfo which I de- 
rive,” or may (do lo, Jnſftrallion and Ad- 
anyone 'The Perfeltions ofmy Friend, 
and the mildelt, and 
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neſs and Luſtre of his Pertae, [ diſcern 
beſt the Weakneſs 'and the 'Dimneſs of 
my own. How often have I been mo- 
ved to turn my Thonghts with ſome 
Intlignation on ny own Heats and Com- 
motions, while 1have admired and bleſt 
the (weetneſs and the pentleneſs, the 
ſoftneſs and the calm, very conſpicuoes 
in an excellent Friend? And whenl have 
heard avother mention his Nightly Pras- 
ſes, and thoſt' Divine ts which 
filled the  Zvtervals of his 'Sleep, und 
made thoſe Hours that are {© burthen- 
ſome to ſorne, the moſt entertaining 
and delightful parts of his Reſt, how 
have I been inwardly filled with Con- 
fafion atrd' Shame > How ' have . I up- 
braided and reproached ' my ſelf, con- 
demned the fluggifhneſs ofmy Daies, the 
dulneſs and the wandrings of my Soul 
by Night 2 And I believe every fincere 
zn muſt find himfelf thus affected on 
the like occaſions. For in thi kind of 
Reprof, which I talk of, there is ome- 
more of Force and Au thority than 
is to be found m any other ; for the 
Example of Friends, does not only teach - 
us what we arc todo, but demonſtrates 
alſo that it way be done, Nor does 
Ver-. 
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 Vertue any-where appear with ſo lovely 
and charming. 'an Azr.;as '1n a Friend, 
But, after. all, amongſt all the benefits 
we. gain. by excellent Friendſhips, we 
ought not -to reckon #his as. the /cafF, 
* that it is oge, and that an indiſpenſable 
Office, of Friendſhip, i to. admaniſb and 
reprove::.;For the, reproofs of | Inſtruttion 
are..the; Paths.of Life, Prov. 6.2.3. But 
then, that we may, be. capable of this 
Bleſſing, we muſt diſpoſe our Minds to 
expet and. bear reproot.:. We muſt ſtrive 
after an humble and teachable temper ; 
and. we-muſt invite. and incourage. our 
Friends toithis kindeſt Office;;. not on- 
ly by unaffected requeſts, but alſo by 
obeyivg - their- advice ,  pardoning what- 
ever Infirmity may. be interſpers'd with 
it, and c/oving.them-the better, as in- 
deed they delerve : For there..is ſcarce 
any better;-proof. of their , Aﬀection, 
Prudence; and Courage, which they 
are capable of giving us.  - 
2ly.: A-Second End; of Inftrumental | 
Duties: is/;the ucreaſe of Spirithal 
Strength. - Now Spiritual Strength CON- 
fiſts in'the., Power and. Dominion we 
have over our Aﬀections. and Actions : 


and it ſtands upon #wo Baſes ; the Re- 
.  *duflion 
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duftion of Sin, and the Growth of Yer- 
tne ; whatever does weaken and reduce 
our prepenfions to Sin, whatever pro- 
motes the ſubjetion of the Body, adds 
Power and Authority to the Mind, 
3nd renders Vertue more eaſe and pleas 
fant. And becauſe Vertues have a mu- 
tual Connexion and Dependance up- 
on one another ; therefore whatever 
promotes any one, promotes all. But 
eſpecially whatever ſtrengthens our 
Hope, or quickens our Fear, or enlarges 
our Knowledge, and increaſes our Faith; 
_ this does. confirm and eſtabliſh our Re- 
ſolution more then any thing elfe, 
Faith is the Root, Fear the Guard, and 
Hope the Spar of all our Vertues. 
Faith convinces us what is our Duty ; 
Fear makes us Impartial, Diligent and 
Watchful ; Hope refolved, and active 
in the Proſecution of it. It being thus 
clear, what our Spiritual Strength con- 
ſiſts in, it will be eaſie to diſcern by 
what weans we are togainit, ButT cart 
here only ſuggeſt thoſe Hints and [atima« 
tions which the Reader muſt upon ocga- 
| flon, as he needs, inlarge and improve. 
_ I. Meditation is the firſt thing neceſla- 
ry. We muſtoften ſurvey the VO 
L A 


m4 
"= 0 


gs of the Hiteimins If" Perfoblidhs 


add Foundations of our Falth ; v8 mt 
conſider frequently "and ſeriouſly he 
Scripture Topicts of Hope and ' Fear 
ſach are the” Death of- fr, 1 Judg- 
ment to.come, the Holiticls and _ 
and the Omnip wid of God 
muſt diligently obſerve the Wits w; 
Stratagems 6 Satan,*rhe. Arts and In- 
ſinuations of the Wot/Ztnd 'Flefh,” aid 
mark the Progreſs of Sis ſro its very 
inning to Maturity. ;, and pry this 
with a particular rega ff to, the Corrup: 
tion of our own Nature, and the decer 
fulneſs of our own Hearts. We mbyt 
often ponder | upon the Beauty ati 
Peace of Holineſs, the love of God and 
of Jeſus, the Vertnes, 'fufferin $, "und 
Crowns of Martyrs. _ And fnaly Ft we 
will increaſe .in ftrength, we mu it pra- 
ile this duty of Meditation: oth and 
we muſt not ſuffer our felves to be 
wihdi rawn from.it, Kut prevail'd with 
tO | intermit it on an ny {li it and trivial 
Pretences. ' And becauſe' we are not 
fways. "Maſters of ogr -own Affairs, 
9, Foptegenty of "our Tine, _ 
ore ought. we £0 have ever ready 
Kon nd, a good ColleQion of Texts, ich 
contain in few words, the Power and 
Spirit 


Saviour did: 


yon oe ow TR oo ot OI 
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Spirit of Goſpel" Morives,: the Petfeltion 
and Beauty of Daties; and the ſubſtance 
of Advice and Counſel': And to fix 'thefe 
fo in our*: ; that they may ſerve 
as'a » Shi#9d"'for us” to' oppele, as our 
againſt the "Darts" of the 
Devil, and'as afapply of 'extcellent and 
uſeful Thoughts upon a ſuddain, -{o that 
in all the! kttte'Interruptions* of | buſi- 
neſs, and-the-many little 'vdcancies: of 
the Day; the'Mind, which is-an'aCtive | 
and bufic Spirit, tay never want a'pro- 
per /abjet' to work upon ; much lefs 
looſe ſelf in wild and: lafie' arriuſe- 
ments; or defile it ſelf by vai or Vi- 
cious Thoughts. - But we muſt not on 
ly take care that Meditation be frequent, 
but alſo that it be not looſe" and) y 
To which bo It ore 7-ti 
S our” ſelves as well as' the 
ef and to' be intimately-acgq fo | 
with the advantages and thiſedvantiges 
of our-- Conſtitution ; 'and': our” 'Ste 
har (6 in our” Meditations oi the Sc 
thres, we may more particelatly/ fave 
att Eye 0n-rhoſe' Vioes Ears moſt ob- 
noxious 't0,-and 'thoſe-Vertaces which 
are either ore neceſſary, 'or” more ſees 


uo! — 
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: Next; after. Meditation muſt follow 
Prayer. : Great. is the Power of Prayer 
13, promoting - Chriſtian Strength and 
Fartirudez whether weconſider its Pre- 
valence wpen God,: Or-its natural IHnfiu- 
enee «pen -onr- + ſafves.... It we. confider 
the. Jatger, what Divine. Force. and En- 
ergy-. is. therein .the;: Confidences of 
- Faith, the. Joys. of. Hope; the earneſt 
Longings and Deſires of Love, the ten- 
 ;Sorrows of Contrition, the delight 
it Praiſes. and Thaokſgivings, the Ado- 
rations, and - Self ions.of. .a\ pro» 
found -Humilicy., and.; the. Reſolutions 
and Vows of:a perie&t Abhorrence of, 
and Holy Zeal: 9? lndigaation a cainſt 
Sin! How do. thee - £5. mobey and, 
enrich.the Soul. How. S they raiſe it 
hi r:a0d. big "ns the Corruption 
ch" 18 it; S World. through Luft ! 
Haw do theyirenew it daily, and make 
it-a;;Partaker- of the Divine Nature / 
The Repetition. of,,the- ſame. as natu» 
rally -begets an Habit; and Habit is the 


Strength apd PerjeCtion of the Soul ; 
for it is, @ diſpoſition ripen'd. and con- 
firm'dby Cuſtom. How naturally then 
mult. Prayer -fortifie the. Mind, ripen 
good Diſpoſitions, or add-Strength and 


Pere 


( 
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Perfe&ion to'good Habits! Sinee it is 
nothing elſe, -but a'repeated Exerciſe of 
almoſt all the Graces of the Goſpel, Re- 
pentance, Faith, Hope; 'Charity, and 
the like : And ir-ought to be obſerved, 
that Prayer gives us a frequent oppor- 
tunity of "exerciſing thoſe Vertues , 
which we ſhould not otherwiſe ' be ſo 
often oblig'd to do. If Secondly, we - 
enquire into the Prevalence ' of Prayer 
with God, we ſhall have further Reaſons 
yet to reſolve, that it is a moſt effe- 
Qual means of increaſing | our ſpiritual 
Strength. What will God deny tothe 
Prayer of a Righteous Man? He may 
deny him temporal things, becauſe they 
are not good for him : He may re- 
fuſe to remove a Temptation, becauſe 
this is often an occaſion of ' his own 
Glory and his Servants Reward, but he 
will never- refuſe 'him Grace to Con- 
quer it. He will no more deny his Spi- 
rit to one that earneſtly: and ſincerely 
begs it; than':the natural Parent will 
Bread to his hungry and craving Child. 
And no wonder, ſince Grace is as ne- 
ceſlary to the ſpiritual Life as Bread to 
the natural, the goodneſs ''-of God ' is 
more tender and compaſſionate than any 
L 3 Ig- 
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laſtin&, in; Human Nature; and the 
Purity.amad | Perſetian of God more 
2zealouſly.;folicitous for.the Holineſs and 
Immortality: of bi Children thea Earth» 
ly- Parents: can be for, a Sickly, perifh- 
'Y ou Prayer-\ontributes > Tg to 
' the Streugtheving and Eſtabliſhing the 
Mind of Man in Goodnels, oy then 
we muſt, remember, that it, muſt hpve 
| theſe #wo:4Rualificatiovs 5: it mull. be free 
quent, and» iwceſſantly Jmportunate. - x. 
It rwuſt be Frequent: F: would have 
this Rule: 'comply'd- with/ as far as it 
may, even :1n; our ſtated, :regular, and F 
ſolemn Addreſſes'to God. But becauſe 
Buſineſs, and ſeveral Obligations we 
lie under to .the World, do often preſs 
hard upon us,” therefore muſt I give the 
ſame: Counſel here, which I did before 
under the Head of Meditation, that is, 
to have always ready and imprinted in 
our -Memery-ſeveral Texts of Scripture, 
containing the moſt weighty and- 1m-+ | 
portant Truths, in the moſt piercing "| 
and moving. Language ; that we may 
be ableito- torm theſe on a ſuddain in- 
£0 | Ejaculations , in; which, our Souls 
may mount up into Zeaver, _ 
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the: Ardours-:and. Tranſports of Defires 
and: Praiſes; as. the Angel did; in the 
Flame. of Manoab's Sacrifice. 2. Pray- 
er. muſt.be 2»cefſantly Importunate, Im- 
fortunate it will be, if the Soul be pre- 
par'd and diſposd as it ought ; that -is, 
if it be diſengaged from this World, 
and polſteſied' ientirely: with the' Belief 
and earneſt Expectation of a better ; if 
it be humbled wit; (elf, diſclaim all 
Strength -and Merit: of its own, and 
reſt wholly on'the Goodneſs and All- 
fuſficiency of God. -- I addi Iucefſantly 
m Conformity :to the Parables.of our 
Lord, \ Luke 's 1: $.-and T8; 'Fs ; and the 
eteAcnd{as of the pate, x Thefl5.157: 
And whoever confiders. Human Nature 
well, and remembers how: ſoog: pious 
Motions vaniſh; - and ;how ! little they 
effe&, will difoern a plain Reaſon, both 


for Yebemence and' Perſeverance its Pray: 


er : For Yehemence, that the-Soul itiay 


be ern lar aeapoenty Aran no F 


for :Perſeverance,: that fuch'1 


may -not be effaced- and_ obliterated} | 


Nor let any one fancy, That © Praye# 
thus qualified has not a better influence 
upon God as well as upon our ſelves : 
?Tis trae, God'js- yoid of 'the / painful- 
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"neſs and defe&ts of Aumas Paſſions , 
but - not, of the. Perfe&ion of Divine 
ones, Woe were to: us, if God were 
an inflexible, inexorable Deity, and in- 
capable of being wrought upon by the 
znceſiant Importumty of his poor Crea- 
tures : Woe were ta us, if the ſoftneſs 
and the tenderneſs of the Diuize Nature, 
did not infinitely exceed the little re. 
ſemblances of it. in Mas. . If in @ word, 
God did not abound in'Goodneſs, Mer- 
cy, and Compaſſion, moreeaſily to be 
moved and excited than thoſe Human 
Paſſions that bear ſome Awvalogy. to 
them. Next to Converſation with God 
by Prayer, the Converſation of goodl Mex 
does wonderfully contribute to the 
building us up in Faith and Vertue. 
How does the Senſe and Experience of 
ſuch as deſerveour eſleem and affeion, 
ſettle and eſtabliſh our Judgment when 
they- concur with-us > How does their 
Knowledge enlighten us, their Reaſon 
{trengrhea our Faith, and their Exam- 
ple enflame 'us with Emulation. A 
pious Friendfhip renders Religion it 
ſelf more engaging : It SanRtifies our 
very Diverſions and Recreations, and 
makes them miniſter to 'Vertue ; it 
| minds 
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| Minds us when we are forgetful, ſup- 

ports and encourages us; when we faint 

-and tire,  reproves and correfs us when 

we give back, and recalls us' into the 

right path, when wego out of it. | This 

is, or this ſbox/d be, the buſineſs of 

Converſation, the. end and advantage 
of ' Friendſhip :'' We ſhould be often 
talking together 'of the things of God, 
communicating and ''laying open the 
ſtate of our Souls, our Fears, our Hopes, 

our improvements” 'and' 'defedts; we 
ſhould- watch over one 'another, com- 
fort :and ſupport one another; our Diſ- 
courſe” ſhould. always miniſter new 
warmth; or- new ſtrength to our Holy 
Faith and ' Love. - ' But among a# the 
means of Grace," there is #o one does 
ſo much corroborate and wouriſh the 
Soul of Man as the Holy Eaxcharift. 
How many wiſe and Impartial Reflet- 
ons does the Preparation for it occalſi- 
on? What unfeigned Humility, and 
' what a profound Awe of the Divine 
Majeſty, does a previous Self Examina- 
tiow beget in us 2 What a tender ſenſe 
of the Divine Love does the. Contem- 
Plation of the whole Myſtery enkindle? 
What Firmneſs and Reſolution do = 
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derive. from: freſh Yows'and repeated 
S';/and theſe offer'd up with 
much Soleronity. And-how-much,final- 
isthe Habit of Holineſs i improved by . 
a /pirituel Pleaſure, mee of the ſen- 
ſible Afferances of Grace and Salvation 
work in us, 'by that Awe and Holy Fear 
which the' whole aRion deaves. behind 
on our Minds, and:the Zeal, Yagilance, 
and Circumſj jon it: obliges us to: for 
the time following :: Not to mention 
here, -how' the Participation of this 
Holy Sacrament obliges: us to a moſt 
ſolemn Exerciſe of Repentance towards 
God, and Faith uy -our Lord Jeſus, of 
Brotherly Love- and' Charity, and the 
Hope of Immortality and Glory. Here, 
mm a word; we pI. to. meet God, 
as wewould do inDeath end Judgment ; 
bere we make an open Profeſſion of our 
Holy Faith, renounce the World and 
Fleſh, all - our ſinful or vain deſires ; 
devote our: ſelves to the Service of Fe- 
ſus ; and learn'to expeRt Happineſs from 
ng'cle, but the Merits and the I- 


mitation of :his Croſs. : So ' profound 

is the Wiſdom of this Inſtitution, that 

3 ovidently ſpeaks God the Author of it, 

and prodaims the too common ag r 
» 1) 
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ofiFin moſt-pe .parts of this Nation, an in 
Sin and 2 | 
__ 23-4 Third end 

ties of Religion, | is;the raifing and keep» 
' ing up Holy and Devout Aﬀetions. 1 

Ag not: why: Paſſtex is lo commonly 
undervalued by diſparaged in! Re/ig/on, 
unleſs they who/ thus treat it; \mean 
nothing, by: it; but « ſhort-liv'dand ſu- 
 perficial commotion,of the Mind, which 
leaves no. print'or: reliſh behigd. it, © and 

is'preſeatly. ſucceeded by Sin.and:.Fok 
h Holy  Paſpon 
| dhe th of the Sp 'tis the ſtate and 
Pa. of the Mind when it is on 
ly . moved and affected. And there 
to. form to ones ſelf . Re/igian deſtitute 
of Paſſion, is little better than to con- 
tent ones ſelf with one that is lazy, 
lukewarm, and lifeleſs. And though 
there be. fome Tempers very unapt to 


be: moved, . yet. 'tis hard to unagine how | 


even "theſe a be weought up to aRe- 
ſolution, or 
ed.and comigndd without . their \ being 
afieRed fo throughly, as:ta eel: cicher 


a real, Paſſion, or ſomething very riear- | 


ly approaching .one. 'Tis.-.an excellent 
TOON) of Sp when the: _— 
y 


Aefammtat Du- 


is the. vigaur and 


'that Reſolution be ſupport- 
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fily elevated, and tranſported into Holy 
Paſſion: And I find that all thoſe Yertnes 
or rather As of . Yertue which are. de- 
ſcribed to the Life, 'and- which are by 
all judg'd moſt: Perfeft, and Lovely, 
have moſt of Paſſer 'in them... How 
warm and Paſfonate was the Love of 
David for his God / What Flame, what 
vehemence 'of Defire was he moved by, 
when he cries out Pſal. 42. 1,2. ds 
the Heart panteth after the water-brooks, 
panteth my Soul after thee, O God : 
My Soul thirſteth for God, for the living 
God. What awful Concuſlions and A- 

_ gitations of Spirit did he feel, when 
thus deſcribes his Fear, My Fleſþ 
arembleth for fear of thee, and 1 am 
" afraid of thy Fudgments, Pial, 119. 
I20. What iffldtions of Soul, what 
tenderneſs of Heart do we meet with 
in the Repentaxce of St. Peter, when 
He went forth and. wept bitterly | Of 
Mary Magdalen, or whoever that Wos 
mas 10 Luk. 7. was, when ſhe waſhed. the 
Feet of our Saviour with ber Tears, aud 
wiped them with the Eairs of ber Head t- 
And of the Royal Pſalmiſt when he wa- 
tered bis Couch with: bis Tears, Pal. 6. 
6. Nor were the Pleaſuregof Afurarce 
-.. leſs 
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leſs ſenſible and vehement then the for- 
rows of Repentance, when the fir# Chri- 
Stians rered with Joy unſpeakable, and 
Hopes full of Glory. Shall 'I here add 
that Aloly Indignation _ Sin, that 
vehemeant deſire of -making ſome Re- 
paration . for .it, which is the effe& of 
Godly Sorrow, that Zeal and Fervency 
of . Spirit in the Service of God, which 
is the bigbe/# Character of Perfetion it 
ſelf » __ ok __ Paſſions. $4 muſt: 
not; for thou ey have ;heat 
and agitation. of. Paſſion, they. haye.. in 
them the firmneſs and. ſteadine(3 of an 
Habit. And I wiſh with all my Hearc, 
that-all choſe other. excellent | 4ffeFrons 
of. Soul, which I hefore named, could 
be rendered Natural , and. Habitual, 
The: zcareri'we come to ths, -undoubt- 
edly. the, Perfefter... 1 doubt. Mortality 
is. 4gcapable: of any ſuch Tags; But 
the- more frequent as.well as the more 
vehement and: feryeax, the better cer- 
tainly. For great is the Force and. Ver- 
tue. of Holy Paſjes.:. the flame of ; Love 
refines our Nature re add Purifics-i it. from 
all irs Drols; pr of a Godly Sor- 
row, extinguiſh all. our carnal and world- 
ly Luſts, and the Agitations of | Fear 


per- 
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erve the chaſtity hd purity of 'the 
— d "Ys cn = 
ws,” thr! tv an = 
nattirat” theſe Hom a 
IIS "7 it W whe ; i 1 
> I Raby expo offered 
-Traths.” Dy ar Means 
= may "attain to this; Fi," KS briefly 
to be conſider. ' Ti certain, that great 
and- Irtiportan, woriderfil and glorious 
Tratby wiltl'n ot fai{* to' affe&-us, and 
, unleſs Luft or Infidelity 
pid' and impenetra- = 
or F'Fruths are”ſ/ath, 
ct. the _ 


fenfible Meta of if Object a Ow 


"Tpigination;" for © wane" of 
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but it ſhews alſo, how to/ model and 
fortn' our = mages that rey prove 


riot. _ and fhup the  Ob- 
& bf our Thoug oy be _—_ 


oy nol ſuf Ele oe onto 


let it be clad with t wararal Ci 
camftances, tet itbe "thadebs } particalar 


as it can, by fixing its Eye wpor' us, and 
Ne H Wo Frm mes ns; bur 


and in the firft Place, tet the 
Proof of it be pokeety Prayer 
is an Exerciſe 1 fo 'move the 


Paſfon : The Min having di ed 
it {elf from: all arthly and Bodily AF- 


fecions-is prepared for the impreſſion | 


of Trath and the Spirit of Go? :; "it 
draws'nearer into the Preſence of God, 
and the ſenſe of this ſheds pdt Re- 
verence upon'it; ithas a 

er 'and more ſerious Fiew! of Divine 
Things, then when it is obſcured _ 
diſturbed by ' worldly Objedts. ' 

word, Mediration' is in ” this "viefgx os 
der'd more ſolemn and more particular ; 
and when the Holy Fire is kindled in 
che Soul, it difates and diffuſes it ſelf 
fore and more, till the ſtrength of De- 
fire, the vehemence' of Holy Love; 
rranſcending the weakneſs of this Mor- 
| tal 


= 


calm-' 
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tal Nature, we faint under the Paſſions 
that we-cannot bear. The Lord's Sup- 
fer is an Holy Rite, wonderfully adap- 
ted to-raiſe .excellent Paſtors : Here 
Chriſt is,. as 1t were, ſet; forth Craci- 
fied amongft us ; we (ee His Body bro- 
ken , and . His Blood : poured forth ; 
bere with a devout Joy: we receive and 
embrace Him by-Faith and Lovein thoſe 
Symbols .of: His Body and. Blood, and 
Pledges of His: Love..  'The: Sox! muſt 
be very 2 prepared, it muſt have ve- 
ry imperfe&t. Notions of: Sin and Dam- 
nation, the Croſs of Chriſt, Grace and 
Salvation,; which is not ſenſible of a 
Crowd. of \Holy: Paſtons ſpringing up 
 In..it at bis Sacrament. Hymns. and 
Pſalms. have, by I know not what Na- 
tural Magick, a peculiar Force and O- 
' peration upon a pious Mind. Divine 
Poetry bas anoble elevation of Thoughts 
it does not deviſe and counterfeit Paſf= 
ons, bur only vents thoſe which it feels ; 
and theſe.are pure and lovely, kindled 
from above. Therefore are all us 
Characters natural, its Deſcriptions 
lively, its. Language: moving and pow- 
erful ; and- all is ſo. diretly ſuited. to a 
-Deveut Mind, that it preſently enters, 
it 


f 


— 
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it, moves, and actuates it, inſpires and 
informs it with the very Paſtons it de- 
ſcribes. And though all good Men are 
not.eqzaZy mov'd in this Duty, yet all, [ 
believe, are - more or /eþ mov'd. It 
was very much the buſineſs of the Pro- 
phets, and all of Prophetick Education ; 
our Lord and his Diſciples /pradtis'd it 
frequently ; it was ever a great part of 
' Religious Foy, and one of the greateſt 

Plealures of pious Retirement : And I 
wiſh from my Heart the eſteem of it 
were revived in our Days; I perſwade 
my ſelf it would add much to the 
Warmth and Pleaſure of Devotion, it 
would contribute to introduce Religzor 
into our Families; and for ought I 
know, into our. very Recreations and 
Friendſbips. And this minds me, that 
as I have under every foregoing Head, 
taken notice of the Advantages of Cor- 
_ verſation, {a | ſhould not forget it here. 


This has a lively influence up5n our | 


Minds, and always kindles in the Soul 
a gentle heat. And did we but accu- 
ſtom our ſelves'to exntertaiz one ano- 
ther with Diſcourſe about another 
World ; did we mingle the Praiſes of 


God with the Feaſts and Joys of Life, . 


M did 


did we retire to our Country» Houſes 'to 
contemplare' the variety: and riches of 
Divine'W {dom and Bounty in. thoſe a- 
turakScenes of Pleaſure which' the Coun- 
try affords, and did we-now and then 
invite our Friends to joyn with us in 
oftering up 'Halelyjahs to God on' this. 
Account, 'what Brightneſs and Serenity, 
what Calm'and Pleafure;: would this 
diffuſe throagh all our Souls, throngh 
all our Days/ Te this that I have faid 
touching the exciting Zoly Paſſions, I 
wilt only; add one Odſervation, formed 
upon thoſe: words of the 4poſtle, Jarn. 5. 
13. [i.any among you afflifted'? Let him 
Pray, Wany merry Lot: him fing' Pſalms, 
That; Re/igjon muſt: be' zecommodated 
to' Nature: and that! devout Paſſſons 
wilt ſoon ſhoot up, ' when they* aze-en- 
grafted upon a Natzrat Stock. With 
which/h will joyn this ozher, That ſince 
we are moſt afteted by ſuch truthy'as 
. are moſt particular,circumſtantiated; and 
ſenſible, - and: therefore imprint them- 
ſelves more-eaſily and _ on '' our 
imagination; for this'Reafon,' I ſhould 
recommend the Reading the Lives of 
Saints and excellent Perſons, were they 
not generally writ ſo, that we have 
| rea- 
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reaſon to deſire forhewhat more of the 
Spirit--of Pzety in the Learned, and 
more-of Judgwtnt 'in the Prons, who 
have:employed their Pens on this Ar- 
gument. © | 


. $.:4. The immediate Ends of Di/- 
cipline are, the ſubdning the Pride of the 
| Hteajt, and the reducing the Appetites 
of the Body. By Diſcipline, IT here un- 
derſtand whatever voluntary Rigours we 
impoſe on our ſelves, or whatever v0- 
lentary Refiraints we'lay upon our” al- 
lowed Enjoyments. And when I fay 
that the Zumiliation of the Heart and 
ſubjefion of the Body are the immedi 
ate Ends of both, I do not exclude any 
other which may be invo/ved in theſe, 
or 7eſult from them. Now, of what 
Importance theſe two things are, I need 
not ſhew. For fince all Sin is diſtingu- 


iſhed in Scripture -into the filthineſs of 


the Spirit and the Fleſh, it is plain, that 
the Pride of the Heart, and the LuF 
+ of the Body, are the two great cauſes 
of all Immorality and Uncleanneſs. 
And therefore; theſe are' the wo preat 
Ends which the Wiſe and Good have 
ever had in their Eye 1n all their Aﬀts 
of © M 2 of 


— 
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of Self- denial and Mortification. This 
is ſofficieatly atteſted by the Example 
of David, Pal. 131::Lord, 7 am not 
high minded : I haue uo proud looks, 1 
do not exerciſe my ſelf in great matters ; 
which are too high for me. But I re- 
frain my Soal, and keep it low, like.as a 
Child that is weaned from his Mother : 
Tea, my Soul is even as a weaned Child. 
And from that other of St. Paxl; r Cor. 
9.25, 26,.27. And every one that ſftri- 
veth for the Maſtery, u temperate in al 
things. Now they -do it to: obtain a cor- 
ruptible. Crown , but we an incorrupti- 
ble. 1 therefore ſo run, not as uncertain- 
ly : So fight I, not as one that beateth 
the Air : But I keep under my Body, 
and bring it into ſubjettion ; left that 
by any means, when 1 have preached to 
others, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt-away. 
Whoever thus mortifies the Pride of the 
Heart, whoever thus brings under the 
Body , will ſoon find himſelf truly ſet 
free; and Mafter of himſelf and' For- 
tune : He will be able to ran the way 
of God's Commandments, and to advance 
on ſwiftly towards Perfetion, and the 
Pleaſure and Happineſs that attends 


Wt. 
And 
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And to attain theſe'. bleſſed. Ends, I 
do not'think that we need enſnare our 
Souls in the perpetual. Bonds of Mo- 
#aſtick Yows ; 1 do-not think that we 
are-;to expole our. ſelves by any Ridi- 
caleus or Faxtaſtick obſervances: There 
is, 1 ſay, zo need.of this; for we may, 
as oft as we ſhall fee: fit,, retrench our 


Pleaſures, abate | of, the Shew, and fi- 


of Lite ;.we:\may. renounce our: 


own Wills to comply :/with.theirs, who - 


cannot fo well -pretend;: either to. Au- 
thority or Diſcretion : And if theſe 
things cannot 'be: done in ſome circum 
ſtances without becoming Fools for 
Chrift, that is, without that Tamenels, 
that Condeſcenſion,. that Diminution of 
our ſelves which: will ' never comport 
with the: Humours and: the. Faſhions of 
the World;here is{til] the more roam. for 
Mortification, and for a nearer and more 
eminent Imitation of: the Bleſſed eſs : 


Provided ſtill we declide all Aﬀecation 


of Singularity; avd when we PraQile any 
extraordinary - inſtance of Self- denial, 
we:be ever able to-juſtifie it to Religi- 
ous and Judicious;Perſons by the Pro- 
polal of. (me excellent End. Fafting 
indeed is plainly PET in Scripture, 


3 and 
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and though the Obligation to..it witltre- 
tpe&t to' us Frequency and Meaſure be 
not theſame on al, yet: a ſhould fome 
time or' 'other Practife- it, as far as\the 
Rules of: Chriſtian! Prudence "will: per 

mis.: | And -Þ have: often: thought, : that 
Faſting ſhould generally: conbiſt;; rather 
in'Abttinence from pl/eafug Meats, than 
from--aZ.; not the Food which _—_ 
aur- {tre ngth, bnt-: that-which fly os 

the Hem 4 miniſtring ___ dir oy to 
Wantonneſs and-Luxu 


| For 'the better: wHion of Volucs 
tary: "Diſcipline, I propoſe by: way: of 
Advicethree things: r. 1do-nort think 
it' beſt *to bring" our ſelves under any 
perpetual and -unalterable -ties in any 
fiance of) ' SelKdeniab:: 'There- is 8 
Vertue'in Enjoying the World as well 
as in Renouncing/it 5 and "tis as great an 
Excellence of Religion /to- know: how 
to\abound as how! to ſaffer want: Nay 
what is more, all-voluntary' Auſteritics 
are in order to" pive''us @' Power: and 
Dominion over our: ſelves in/[the ige- 
neral courſe of 's 'proſperous Life ;/and 
Laſtly, I very muchdoubr, when once 
a Man has long andoooſtamly accuſtoms- 
a —— to wy Rigour, whether it 


cont inue 


-» 
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continue wm have much of Mortiffcati- 
oin it, or Whether it {6 effeually 
tehd to promote our Spiritual Liberty, 


as'it would if we did return ro it but 


now and thex'as we faw occaſion. 2. We 
muſt nor multiply «»xeceſ/ary Severities; 
td that no Man may think more fieed- 
ful than really are , I obſerve here, 
that as there are-very few who have 
not. in their Nature very <onfiderable 
Injirmities, ſo are there", a few who 
have not in their Fortune vety conſide- 
rable [nconvenienties: And'if they would 
apply themſelves to the” Maſtering of 
both theſe as they ought, they would 
ſtand in ef azed_of the Diſcipline of 
Arbirrary uſterities, © Thefe ae ma- 
ny things. foo' ys to be 'tak bn no- 
rice of, "_ do prove, ſafficient 
to* -diſtutb'the Sky 'of oft: oft, and be- 
tray them t6' tnany Paſſions and Inde- 
CEncies : _ Nay, the weaknefes of good 
Men 'are' fon times fed by 'Temptati- 
ons of very little momefit; Now to 
ſarmount |t theſe Temptations, , * and. to 
frame and ; accommodate the Mind. to 
bear the little ſhocks and juſtles, which 
we daily meet with, without any Dil- 
cotapſare of: Diſpeaſure is a Matter 


M 4 
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cipling. Though I do not mean hereby 
to exclude all woluptary Topairens ; 
: . os . for 
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for. in order to. MafFer the Evils which 
we cannot avoid, it may be of good 
vſe.now and then to form the Mind by 
voluntary Trials and Difficulties of. our 
own chooſing. . 3. Laſtly, we muſt 
ever have a:care not to looſe the Sub- 
flance for the- Shadow, not to reſt in 
the Means; .and neglet the End ; be- 
ing much taken.up in Diſcipline. without 
producing any Fruits of it. For this 
1s taking much pains to little purpoſe ; 
travelling much without making any 
Progrels, But much more muſt. we 
take care in. the [»ext place, that- the 
Diſcipline we put our ſelves upon. do 
not produce any #4 Fruit, To which 
end, we muſt carefully obſerve three 
things. _ x. That, we keep to that Mo- 
deration which Spiritual Prudence re- 
quires ; neither expoſing nor _ entan- 
gling our ſelves, nor diſcouraging 
others by Exceſfſes and Extravagancies. 
2. That our. Seif-denial never betray 
us into. Pride .or ©ncharitableneſs ; for 
if it tempt us to over-rate . our :ſelyes 
and deſpiſe others, this is a flat Com- . 
_ tradiflion to one of the main Ends of 
Chriſtian Diſcipline, which is, the Z«- 
miliation of the Heart, 3. That we 
| - ever 
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ever priſerve, nay, erealſe the Swerr- 
uni GenMlexe ſs of var - Minds+ for 
wW er 'tnakes us lotir 'and morole; 
or  peeviſh and unforiable, | rakes [us 
certainly ſo much worſe: And inſtead 
of begetring in us nearer: Reſertiblancts 
of the Diet Native; gives us a'very 
ſtrong: tinate' of a Diveliſh one. A- 
©tharefore/ih "the" Life of Ay: | 
#hony The Hermite " odſerves,. i | 
other His" great * Vertues "That after 


of rio Years ſpe ES Kind 
160" (RNs Ea Ge 
TN es 


prob wer 

rb nts * 199" RE 2," yer 
#; norms. He dr not-appeat to His 
Friends" yy hs filler” of 'ſavige, but 
with” #9 "0 " ſottable Mir : And 
ers Nec bat littke” reaſon, why 

the ''Eoot ſhould be” lowttog and 'cof- 
ray; when the Heart”is filled with 
Joy"thad Charity, Goodnefs, and Plez- 
ſare?” A'Serene open Cvanttnance, and a | 
chearfu?. prave 'Deportment, does beft 
fait®the pen Aitity, Party, and on 
why ofa Chiri ian Mind. 


$5. Lofty, Some kinds 'of of "fe, 
ate better faited: and accommodated » 
c c 
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the great 'Eyds of Religion and Vertue 
than others; © 1'ſhall not here enter into' 
an Examination of | the' Advantages or. 
Diſadvantapes' there are in the -/everat 
kinds-of Life ' with reference to Religi- 
on. The ſethng bu and'ſeveral other 
things 'relating to'it' was" one Main de- 
fign of "my /af} Book.' All therefore 
that I have here to do is bit'to make 
one plain' [vferente from! all 'that has 
been advanced in this Chapter, If Per- 

feftion and Happineſs cannot ibe obtain- 
ed without a frequent ard ſerious' 4p- 
plication-of ours ſelves to the Mearns 
here inſiſted" on, then 'tis phin, that 
vie oupli to caft our Lives, if we can, 
mto ſuch 'a'Merhod that we'may be in 
a capacity'to 'd6"this. '-To-ſpeak more 
partjcularly: and cloſely,” ſince-Medita- 
tron, Prayer, 'and ; Aoly Converſation, 
are ſo 'neceflary to quztken the Conſci- 
ence,” exeite our Paſſions, and fortifie our 
| Refolations," it is evident that it is as 
neceſſary foto model and! form our 
Lives, that we'may have time enough 
to 'beſtow on theſe. - For they, whoſe 
Minds and Titne are taken 'up by the 
World have very little leiftre for things 
of this Nature, and are very little _— | 
£ pos c 
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pos'd to; them, and! as>ill-qualified - for. 
them. As to Corverſation, asithe World: 
goes now, 'tis not to. be expeRed that: 


it ſhould have in it-any reliſh-of Piety, 


unleſs between ſuch ; as have entered in- 
to a cloſe, and ſtrict Friend/ejp.” Rut 
the Worldly Man. is.a ſtranger .to true 
Friendſbip, 'tis too. facted, too: delicate 
a thing tor, a Mind, devoted; ito the 
World to be capable. of, . . A. regard to 
Intereſt, to.-fome outward-Forms and 
Decencies/; -the, gratification i,of; ſome 
natural lactionion. the ogcaliinp-of ſome 
king. of Diverſion.and Enjoyment, may 
invite him to' more Familiarity. with 
ſome, than others. But 'tis:hard to be- 
lieve, that there; ſhould'be any thing in 
{uch- Combinations, of tbat which is-the 


_ very. Life, and-,Soul of Friendſhip, 4 


ſincere... and. yndeſigning Paſſion, cin- 
creaſed by mutual Confidences-and Obli- 
gations, and ſupported aad ſtreogthen'd 
by Vertue aod-Honour., As to. Prayer, 
Mes of bufineſs do 1:doubt. oftaer read 
or ſay Prayers, than Pray ; for "tis very 
hard to imagine that a Soul that grovels 
perpetually | here upoa Earth, - that is 
inceſſantly Solicitous about, the things 
of this World; and that enters _— 

y 
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ly upon'this Duty. without any Prepa- 
ration, ſhould immediately take Fre, 
be filled with Heavenly Vigour, and be 
tranſported with earneſt and impatient 


deſire. of. Grace and Glory. . Ah! How 


bard is it for him who Hungers and 
Thirſts perpetually after the. profits of 
this World, to Hunger and. Thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs too) It ſuch Minds; as theſe 
retain the Belief of a Providence, ſome 
awe of God, and ſome degree of Gra- 


 titude towards Him, 'tis as much as may 


reaſonably be'expeRed from them; and 
may his avail them as far as it ca / 
Laſtly, as to Meditation, how. can it be 


imagined that ſuch whoſe Minds and 


Bodies are fatigued and barrafſed by 
Worldly Bufineſs ſhould be much inclin- 
ed to it, or well prepared for it > How 
ſhould theſe Men form any Notion of a 
perfet and exalted Vertue, of devout 
and Heavenly Paſſion '> What Concep- 
tions canthey have of the Power and 
Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, of Poverty of 
Spirit, or Purity of Heart, or the Dif- 
fuſion of the Love of God in our Souls? 
What Idea's can they entertain of an 
Heaven, or of Angelical Pleaſure and 
Beatitude 2 In a word, the Relzgion of 


Men 


— 
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wr _ Swaps this World, when 
nd to yr 4a mia ofter 

_, Lg conff in 2s 
things, 'in \Ab/aining. mn Picked 
_- aoing: the Works of their civil Cat. 
- ang" how far they may: i be ſeh- 
Rs of | higher-| Obligations” eter- 
mite Nor: + { Whar- s Me evey 
it | is to-thele poor Creatures; thar'*c1s 
the Faſhion-of their Country, as well 
as'a Precept of 'our Religion, to Dedi- 
cate' ove Day* 1n ſeven to the Service 
of God \and' their Souls! Bat have: I 
not -ofters Fawght; that Purity of In- 
tention Converts the Works of a /ecalar 
con into "the Works of Ged? I bave 
oy 'tis _— tavghr, *cis' the Do- 
ret the Goſpel ; ant therefore I 
ſhalt never rerraf it; but ah ! How 
hard a'thing i it for a Worldly Man to 
maintain this Parity of Intention! How 
hard «& thing is it for a Mind eaten up 
by - the Love and Cares of his World 
to do" all: tro the Flonour of God! 
Though therefore I cannot rerrat this 
Doderine,. yet the” /orger IT live, the 
.more reaſon do T fee, for qualifying and 
—_ with this Caution: Let no 
Gn defires to be Saved, Fo 
els 
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leſs that deſires to: be Perfedt, .take San- 
cuary in —_— of Intention, while he 
ſuffers the Works of. his ſecular: Calling 
to ingroſs his Soul, and entirely Uſurp 
his Time. If ſecular Works exclude and 
thruſt out of doors ſuch as are proper- 
ly Religious, it will not be eafie to 
conceive, haw the Power of Godlineſs 
fhould be - maintained, how / any wiſe 
Thoughts, or Heavenly Deſires ſhould be 
preſerved in ſuch Men; or how, finaþ 
ly, thoſe who have utterly given up 
themſelves to the wiſdom of this World, 
ſhould retain any true value for thoſe 
Maxims of the Goſpel, wherein con- 
fiſts-the :rne Wiſdom, that is fromabove. 
All that I have faid againſt a Life of 
BufineſS may,' with equal or greater 


force, be urged againſt a Life of Plea- . 


ſure: tmean, thats which they call /y- 
nocent Pleaſure: The one and the other 
entangle and enſnare the Mind; the 
oxe and the other leave in it a peculiar 
reliſh, which continues long after the 
harry, both of -Pleafure! and Bufinefs. 
i» over. But all this while, IL would 
_-notihave what I have ſard be: extended 
further, then I defign-it, to: raiſe /cra- 
ples un Pertuous and Good —_— = 
| ead 


. 
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ſtead :of | reforming the too eager Ap- 
plications . of. the TGA to the ings 


hep pan 


— = — 


CHAP. VIL. 
of Motives to: Perfe&ion. 


ENtametebles are the Motives to Per- 

; fetiow, "which offer themſelves to - 
any: one, _ refle&s ſeriouſly. on o 
Argument. :-' An--hearty.-endeavour  af- 

ter:\Perfettion: is the: beſt proof of face- 
rity ;.:the-neareſt : approach to: Perfett;- 
o#, is the :neareſt-approach to/ the: ut- 
molt /ecarity this) Life -is capable -of. 
Great 1s the. beauty and. lovelineſs of 


. * TY'T 
£ '% 


| an exalted Vertue, great the Honour 


and Anthority of-it; and-a. very. happy 
Influence 'it has even-vpon our Tempo- 
ral Aﬀairs: And to this may be added, 
the Peace and Tranquility- of a wiſe 
Mind, -ſanRiified Aﬀetions, and a Re- 
gular Life. Beſides, 'the Love of God 


1s:boundleſs; and the Love of Jeſus is 


ſo too, and therefore | demand not a 
lazy, feeble, or unſteady. Vertue ; but. 
| '2 
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a ſtrong and vigorous. one, a warm and | 


ative ; ſuch as. a true Faith, great 


Hopes, and a paſſionate Love do na-. 


turally excite us to... To all this 1 


might add, that the/Spirzz of God is 
always preſſing on ag advancing, de-: 
firous to communicate. bimſelf to 'us 
more and more plentifully, if we be 


not . backward or negligent -our ſelves, 
' But theſe and many other Enforcements 
to the 'dury -of Perfefion, ſhould I en- 
large on them, would ſwell this 7rea- 
' tiſe toan intolerable bulk.” 'Not indeed 
is it neceſſary ; for the 4th Chapter, 
where 1 treat of the Fruits of Perfedti- 
ox , does contain ſuch Motives to it, 
as are ſufficient to excite in any one 
- that reads them, a moſt” vehement de- 

ſire and thirſt after it. Here therefore 
all that I think fit todo, is, 'to put my 
Reader in mind of another Life : In the 
Glories and Pleaſures of which, I need 
not prove that the Perfect? Man will 
have the greateſt ſhare. 7h is a 
Motive, that muſt never be our of the 
thoughts of . the Man that will be Per- 
fe# ; and thar for three Reaſons, which 
I will but juſt mention. | 
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1, Without avother Life, wecan ne- 
ver form aoy troe Notion of + a Per- 
fett Yertue.” , Sociable and Civil Ver- 
tues may he tupported by 7. _— 
Motrves, and fram'd and model'd by 
VWorldly. Conveniencies ;-but a Divine 
Vertue muſt be byilt upon a DFvme 
Life, .upon a Heavenly Kingdom. The 
Reaſon of this Aſſertion is plain ; the 
Megns muſt always bear Proportion 
to the End; where therefore the end is 
an Imperfe&, Temporal Good, there 
. heeds no more then imperfect unfinifþ. 
ed Vertue to attain it ; but where the 
the end is Heavenly 'and immortal, the 
Vertiue ought to be ſo too... Were there 
no other Life, the Standard and Meq- 
ſure of the Good or Evil to be found 
in Aﬀtions, would be. their ſubſervien- 
ey tothe temporal Good or Evyil of 
this World ; and by a neceſſary con- 
ſequence, it would 'be impoſſible ro 
prove any higher degrees of Poverty 
of Spirit, Purity of Heart, Charity and 
the like, to be truly Yertze, then what = 
we culd prove truly neceſſary topro- 


cure the Good, or guard us againſt the 


_ Evil, of 7his Life ; And if fo,” 'tis'ea- | 
le to conclude what mean and beggarly 
kind 
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kind of Vertyss wayld be produc'dfrom 
this ground. - 47% 

- 3 Without: exother Life, all other 
x" to FE will uy arg 
ent, For taough,  generelly- (peaking; 
ſach is the Contrivance of Human Na- 
_ bus; that: neither the common 'Good: 
of civil Soejety, nor. the more particu» 
lar Good of privece Men, <a be pro- 
Giice of {ocieble. and political Yertaes ; 
yet *tis certain, that not only in many 
extraordinary Cailrs ; there would be 
no Reward 3t ll i for: Ferese; if there 
were not one reſerved: for .it int avo- 
ther World ; but alſo in mofF- Caſes, if 
there were not a fate Pleaſure, that did 
infinitely out-weigh the enjoy ments of 
this Like, Men would 6-00 'OSfgetion 
to PerſeHiov. For what ſhouldraiſe them 
above the love of 4x Warld, if there 
were No ether > Qr above the: love of 
the Body, it when they died they ſhould 
be 'no' more for ever 2 And certainly 
our Minds would acver be able to ſoar 
very high, nor ſhauld we ever arrive at 
any Excellence. ar PerfeQtian 'io any 
Action, if we were always -under. the 
influence of the love of the World, and 
the Body. N 2 3. A 
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3. A'Life to come is alone a ſuffici- 
eat Motive to, Perfeftion. Who will 
refuſe to endure hardſhip as a good Sol- 
dier of - Chrift Jeſus,” who firmly be- 
lieves:that He is now'a SpeRator, and 
will very ſuddenly come to be a Judge 
and*-Rewarder-of bis ſufferiogs 2 How 
natural is- it. to” ran with Patience the 
Race that-is ſet before as, to him who 
has an Eternal: Joy, an Eternal Crown, 
alway in his Eye? -And if a Life to come 
can make. a Man rejoyce even-io ſufer- 
ing Evil, how much--more in doing 
Good? -If -it \enable- him to Conguer '1n 
the. day - of. the Churches Tryal and 
Afﬀiction; -how much more will it.en- 
able him; 'to- aboined in all Yertues in 
the' day of its Peace -and Proſperity ? 
How: freely will 'a Man give to the di- 
Atrefſed Members of Chriſt, .who believes 
that: he ſees Chri#F- himſelf ſtanding by, 
and- receiving, it”! as - it were by their 
-Hands, and placing 1t to his own ac- 
count;- tobe repaid-a thouſand-fold -in 
the great day of the Lord: How eafily 
-will a Man allay the ſtorms of Paſſion, 
and caſt away rhe weapon of Revenge 
-and: Anger, with -Indignation . agaiolſt 
himſelf, if his Faith do” but 0 
> | - bim 
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hinx often' with a:view of that Canaan, 
which the Meet in Heart ſbal inherit 
for. ever > How: Importunately - will a 
Mean-pray for the Pardon of Sin, whoſe 
Senſe, whoſe; Soul, whole Imagination 
is ſtruck: with-a dread of being tor ever 
divided from God, and excluded from 
the. Joys and. Vertues 'of rhe Bleſſed 2 
How fervently. will a Man pray for-the 
Spirit of God, for.the Increaſe of Grate, 
Whoſe Thoughts are daily-{wallowed 
up with the. Contemplation of an Erer- 
nity ; and whoſe Mind: is as.fully. poſ- 
fels'd of the ea and the Glory of 
awother World, as of the emptinels and 
vanity of this > How natural, finally, 
will -it- be. to -be. poor in Spirit, -and to 
delight in all cbe Offices of an unfeign- 
ed Humility, to.that Man who has the 
Image of- Faſus . waſhing the feet... of bis 
Diſciples, and a little after Aſcending 
up.iato Heaven, alway before him? 

' But I know it will be here 0bjefed, 
we diſcern not. this Efficacy. you attri- 
bute..to;this, Marive. . The Dodtrine of 


.Preached throughout Chriſtendom; and 


yer Men generally ſeem to ;haye. as 
(0 N3 much 
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mveh fondneſs for 1his World, as they 
evuld wore thete no v;her'v- Tiicy pra- 
Rilb no Vertues but ch as ure Profi- 

table ind Fathivnable, -6t nobe any Ter- | 
ther than they are (6. To this .1'an- 
ſwer, rhauph- wot -a6t rhiis; the” ors 

hope; 'very.. fiery, 'Who ts: 6 
ile; a) that aS in gonoral &0 w»bt, 
pen Fac want, 'either/of due Ci 
federation, - oc fietn: Betith, of this/D&- 
@rime'of another Life." Fr from not 
Confiderativg it as 'we hould, *Tis 
the. pjeviteſt diſudvaheage 'of the Ob- 
Joſe of Fiawth,' cormpared with thoſe 
; her they'are diſtant | and-m- 
viſible "me therefore That will be Per- 
fe, that"will Uerive atly Strength and 
Verve” from” this: BIorove, mult ifup- 
ply this diftatree by devout and GBiily 

vmplacten {Ne omuſt \farchy che #6. 

eAs'of Furtb hotie to hith'; he 


ence "aid the forte: 'of 
MeHitarion ; which F ke do, them will 
his Pullb "tartkinly 2frove' vital anal 
ViAtoriohs Priveiple "tht v avill rio Pleg- 
Fife ith Hs) World Beale wo contbate 
thefared Ropes "of Us "Riew'wen, Hor 

any 


Hreving © Jew 


 Grownds 6n which the Faith and Hope 
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any: worldly: Evil: or)difliculty' fiiſtain- 
ed:'for Vertue' be: able" to confrom tie 
Terrots: of ani Hed++ A' Second Reion 

be oe Motive: dotlh:nor: Q ow 
It 


uld, is want 66: Fazzb, We doublth 
we waver, we (lagger; or. ike! t 
upon:truft'; afſenrmgvery ery ſlightly-ar 
ſuperficially to' the: BoEtrine of avdzber 
Life, 'and looking upon. good' Works 
rather as not inj tos this\ World 
then ſerviceable ro.4; berrer * And: then, 
'tis no more wonder: thide\ the awbilre- 
ving Chriſtian does not-eoter'into Per- 
ſection and Reft, than" that the: wwbe- 
did-not :- Tis no: more 
wondet)1f rheword:of Life do oy 
firche Chriſtian, when not be 
him; then if-it Jo! not' profit ro» Papa 
who has vever beard of ie. 
15 here ſaid of Infidelity, is in its Teeſe: 
and proportion true when applyed-to 
a weak and imperfeF Faith. Hu, there- 
fore * that” will be PerfeF mu daily 


pray,;-Lord, 1 Believe; help thou mine 
a«nbelief. He muſt daily Conſider the 


of a Chriſtian ſtand; rhe expreſs decla- 
rations'of the Divine Will concerning 


bo utare * m—_ and 'Glory * 
N 4 the 
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the Children of -:God'; the demonſtra- 
firation of this:contained in the Reſur- 
reQion of Jelus from": 'the Dead; and 
his Aſcenſion, and: Seſſion at the R 
Hand: of /God : And this = may 
add;' the: Love of God, the Merits of 
Jefas, and the 'Stateand Fortune of 
Vertue in this-World.: For al which 
one. May be: able to infer the undoubt. 
ed certainty of -avetber World: The 
Sam of all amouants'to thzs:;. whoever 
will:/be Perfe#;: muſt - daily, 'Þ ſhould, 
I think, have ſaid; aJmoſt hourly. pon- 
der theb/eſedveſfs that attends Perfettion 
1n..anotber Life ;; he: muſt ponder it ſe- 
riouſly, that he may: be wr, per= 
fwaded of -it ;iheimuſt , it .oftew, 
that. the Notions of it maybe freſh 
and-lively in eg rs | 
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? of. the FR Parts of Perfe ion. 
{Aſi th from Pers of Rel 


or warmer Notiew of.: PerfeBion- al 
ready-laid:down.- If; we conſider Mas, 
whoſe. Perfeftion-I am. tremting; of, as it 
is. plain that--be- is, made. up. of Sol 
_ \Bedy, 10.;'tis as. plain that Moral 
Perfetties relates to. the Sow, as the 
chief ſubje& of it, _ to.the Body | no 
otherwiſe then as the l»frament. of 
that tcouſnels which is-planted in 
the Sow/: Now in the Sou/ of Man we 
find theſe three things; Underſtanding, 
Wis, and-Aﬀfettions : In the Improve- 
ment and Accomp liſhment «f which 
Human. Perfeliion muſt conlequently 
conſiſt, ' And | if we enquire wherein 
| this Improyement or Acco liſhment 
lies, 'tis 4 Truth ſo obvious that it will 
not need / any; proof,; that Illumination 
Is the. Perfettion of the Underſtanding, 
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Malls 


Liberty of the W:1l, and Zeal af the 
Aﬀeftions. in the xt place, we 
_— upor e Dbſcription I have be- 
n, nothing 1s 
- nos er ai 
m Habit of Righteou three 
thinps 'are;"\tedciiary : _ Tti Teo 
ofls 


_ e of oft” Duty,” 
«The $66duing-ourri and: 
Paſſint, chat 'We' thay" x 


perform ie. *'Liftly; = 
ber” "Ware and vigorous'':Proſecst 
of ' it. *In" theft Tofoithaſs Coofits 
Pitdninartbl ii" the "Jecond!, 'Laber 
Y; 81d 46 xH&#hird, Ztab:' Upon the 
whole thew $1 opted the 
Nature of 'Perfeltion, ind dF-Mis, that 
Foe HOW to teedt in order *bf rheſe 
, Itlemiination,' Liberty and 
ks 1d Wany” Efleneidl Pats -of 
fou8 Pe Veltfn Nor maſt I ſtop 
hots, bit ul Yo thoſe thize'tinaveid: 
'ad? pe For” whether we 
' Man's 
fects of his 
oa en pe" xoaſckr 
etidanee. 


[on Sits; we” 


ork cone 


| God 
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rence w0'x 
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Conſummation of his Perfefion ; or 
whether, Laſtly, we conſider the ſcan- 
tineſs, and deficieney, not only of this 
or Man's . Perfedion in tar, 
bu te man Perfed&ion in pk we 
- cannot but c e, that nothing can 
become” Mortal Map (evett rficnigh! all 


it —_ Crown all his A@ions, and of 
that Beauty and Excellence, that Grace 
and Luſtre to all his other Vertues, that 
is wholly rg retider "ther! AC- 


——_—_ 
es ore we 


= 1 te peta: : he 
t 'Ol 
RAN Rake of My od 


I, of rd 
7 1thal figh 


Tlumination W be, 


"CHAP. 


of Wi Nlaninaton whar it remit = 


P; Ir, To hew bow it : may be obtain 


Fe 3: 1. What it is... I "NUTS in the 
point tof Allumination, as it does.in 'that 
- Bay rn oh All Men at fuſt hearing 


ingots al an. Ny and fiea- 


te of Light 
; Hloppeneſs 
<; hr are as 


and bow Atteined. 
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Pleaſure that makes the orher. The 
Luſt and Paſſion of ſome, the Super- 
ſtition and Prejudice of others, Curioſi- 
ty:and Confidence, Weakneſs and De- 
1gn, Enthuſiaſm and Fancy, embroil 
and perplex all:things. However, eve- 
ry honeſt Man hath a Cize by which 
he may eſcape” out of this Labyrinth. 
The Scripture ſhines with bright and 
gracious Beams throug all this 
Darkneſs : And if we will attend 'to it, 
we cannot wander into any dangerous 
miſtake. This deſcribes the ſtate of 7 


lumination very plainly to us; calling | 


it ſometimes Wiſdom, ſometimes Xnow- 
ledge and | underſtanding', ſometimes 
Faith, ſometimes the Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom and Revelation. Next, it acquaints 
us with the Defig» and End of it ; name- 
ly, to. coxvert us from the ' power of 
Satan:to the: ſervice of the Living God, 
to: Purifie and Sandtifie- us, to enable 
us.to approve the Holy acceptable and 
perfett Will of God, and in one' word, 
to' make us wiſe unto Salvation. Nay 
it procedes further, - and /points out - to 
us;particularly-rhe Truths in the Know- 
ledge:;.of which 1//amivation conſiſts. 


Thus the 01d Teſtament reckpns _ 
- 


. 


= What, 


demi to be, ſometimes the Fnewledge of 


of ba 


Ged, 'Omatimes the. Knowledge 


Law: {omatunes tho Theder/tauding af 


Praverbs and Parablec; © ul of dl denial 


nota fu ws, bis ak 
to know thee the ouly true Ged, and. Jo- 
Jus Chriſt whone tbog haſt heſs fent : That 
Chriſt is the Way, the Trath, aud the 
Life : That. iv Him are hid all the 
Treafures of Wiſdom aud Kuauledge : 
That true Un rſtandir conſiftt in 
knowing the Wl of Godly mhich Will 
is our Sandification. And when St. 
Paxil underſtands by Wiſdem, as fome- 
times be does, the penetrating into the 


bk a * 


'demption: carried On,: 


_——— — — 
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T:Of 


Recefles of: the Qld Teffament, and dif- 
covering' the: great Defigm.of Mav's Re- 
through all the 
Apes of 'the-World, and through a wiſe 
variety of. Diſpenſations, 'this alters not 
the Notion of | Ziumination :: For | this 
does not" point out to us'any new, or 
Te Fane 
pecutiar Way of OXpiaLnyzng; or £ 

ing- and coufirning the great Chriſtian 


Do&rines. 'To conclude, we : may ca- 


filp - learn what fort: of XAzeomirdge- the 

pirit of God recommends to us above 
all other, from 'thoſe' Petitions which 
St. Paul purs/ up for the Zphbefians, and 
Collofia 
thus ; That the God of eur Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Father of ak. Kervue 
anto you the Spirit of Wi 6, Re- 
velition in the RT of rr the 
Byes our Underſtanding being en- 
Chen, zoble ye may Free, Ars zs the 
Hope of his Calling, and what the Riches 
of the' Glory of his Inheritance in the 
Saints, and what is the exceeding great- 


' nefSof his Power to us-ward who Believe, 


according to the working of - bis. Mighty 
'Power , which he wrought - in pray 
when he raiſed him fromthe Dead, aud 
$530 ES ; nz fat 


#s. | For the Former he: Prays * 
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ſet him at his own Right Hand in the 
Heavenly places, &c. Eph 8. 17, 18, 
y, 20. For:the Latter thus: 7hat ye 
might be filled with the Knowledge of bis 
Will, in all: Wiſdom and | Spiritual Un- 
derſtanding'; . That ye might walk worthy 
of the So unto all pleaſing, being fruit- 
ful in every good work, and increafing 
in the Knowledge of God, &c. Col. x. 
9, 10. ..If from theſe and the like 7exrs 
we form a general dea of Iiumination, 


1t:will-be:this : ///aminat;on 1s a' State 


of Knowledge, conſiſting, in the aboliſh- 
ing or relinquiſhing thole. Errors, which 


deprave ant pervert our Aﬀections, and 


* . undermine: and ſupplant the Empire 


and Authority of Reaſon ; and in en- 
tertaining and. embracing thoſe 7ruths, 
which-purifie the one; and reſtore-and 
eſtabliſh. the other : All this in order 
to entitle us to ' the Favour of God, 
and ableſſed -Eternity. I might con- 
tent my (clf with this general Delinea- 
tion of 7llamination, But becaule this 


is a ſubje&t-from'which we cannot but 
reap ſo rhuch Pleaſure and Advantage, 


as will: abundantly requice whatever 


| Labour can be beſtowed upon it, I 


will proceed to a fuller diſcovery of it, 
if Ican. Thumination 
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 {lNumination then being a State of 
Knowledge, the Objed of this Knowledge 
being Path, 'tis plain, that in order to 
form a. juſt and diſtiat Notion of 70u- 
_ mination, it will be neceſlary to enquire 
into two. things : Firſt, what kind 'of 
Truth.; and Next, what kind of Xzow- 
ledge of theſe 7ruths, conſtitutes 70u- 
mination. | | 
_ x. Of the 7ruths which uminate. 
We have many noble Characters, in. 
the 0/4 Teſtament, and the New, which 
diſtinguiſh zheſe from 7ruths of an in- 
feriour Nature : All which are, Ithiak, 
comprizd by Solomon in very few 
words; Prov.. 24. 13, 14. My Son, 
ſaith he, eat thou Honey, becauſe 2t is 
good ; and the Honey Comb, which is 
ſweet to thy taſte ; ſo ſhall the know- 
ledge of Wiſdom be unto thy Soul, when 
thou haſt found it ; then there ſhall be. 
a reward, and thy expetation ſhall not 
be cut off. Solomon here, as is very uſu- 
. al with inſpired Writers, does com- 
pare Spiritual with Corporeal Things, 
or llluſtrates the ove by the other. He 
tells us that, what Zoxey is to the Bo- 
dy, that Wiſdom is to the Soul: And 
recommending rigged from two 

F | - IftÞ 
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incomparable Properties, its Miniſtiin 
to Health, and Pleaſure, he recom- 


mends the Latter from Advantages, 


which bear indeed ſome Reſemblance ; 


but are as much Szperiour to thele, 
as the Soul is to the Body. My 
Son , eat thau Honty becauſe it is 
good ; 1.e. becauſe it both cleanſes and 
parges all noxious Humours, and HOu- 
ries and Lies grow the Body : And 
the Honey Comb becauſe it is ſweet to 
the taſte ; which is the ſecond Excellence 
of this fort of Food, nartiely, its Plea- 
Jantneſs; and properly urged to invite 

e Eater : Then proceeding to com- 
pleat the Compariſon, he adds, of ſhall 
the Knowledge of Wiſdom be to t by Soul, 
when thou Lal found t ; i. e. it ſhall 
Miniſter to the Purification, Strength, 
and Delight of thy Soul. But this is 
not all: Though the Paralfel can be 
extended no further between Zone 
and Wiſdem, yet he does not think fi 
for that Reaſon to omit one of the great- 
eſt Excellencies of Wiſdom: Arid there- 
fore he adds, then there ſhall be a re- 
ward, and thy expefation ſhall not be 
cut, off. Wiſdom does not only perfet 


and entertain our Minds, but allo it 


g1Ves 
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gives us a title to thoſe Rewards, for 
the enjoyment of which it prepares 
and firs vs. Here then we have from 
Sotomon the true Properties of true 

om: By theſe we may pronougce 
fafely of all the different kinds of Xwow- 
ledge; diſtinguiſhing the precious from 
the vile, and fixing the true Eſtimate 
of Each. If there be any fort of 7raths, 
whoſe Xxowledge does not promote, but 
obfiruf theſe great Ends, theſe we are 
to deſpiſe and flight, to ſour and hate. 
But if there be any Azowledge, that 
does »either oppoſe or hinder, xor yet 
contribute to theſe Ends, unleſs acci- 


. dentally, and very remotely, for zhis 


we may have ſome, but »o very great 
ard oreſteem. But whatever XAxow- 


ledge that be, which isattended by theſe 


Fruits, this is that which we are #0 
ſearch for as for bidden Treaſure : This 
is that which, when we have found it, 
we are to value above the Gold of Ophir, 
the Topaz, and the Carbuncle, and all 
precious Stones, The diſtinguiſhing 
CharaJers then of Zuminating Truths 
are four: _ | f 


O 2 I. They 
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1. They. Parifie us. 

2. They Nouriſh, and Strengthen us. 

3. They Entertain and Delight us. . 

4- They procure us a glorious Re- 
ward. '. 


x. They | Parifie us. This is a Pro- 
perty , which the Royal Pſalmiff free 
quently - attributes to the Word of God, 
that it is pure and c/eay, Plal. 119. and 
ellewhere. And the New Teftament 
frequently aſcribes to Fazth, and Zope, 
that they purifie the Heart, x Job. 3. 3. 
Afﬀs 15. And this fure is the firſt 
thing neceſſary to the PerfeXing the 
' Soul of Man. *Tis with the Sou/, as 
with the Body; it muſt be firſt cleanſed 
from hurtful Humours, before it can be 
fed, and nouriſhed ; purged of its Errors, 
and Vices, ere it can beexriched with 
Divine Vertues, and attain that Liberty, 
and Strength, wherein conſiſts the true 
Greatneſs and Excellence of the Mind of 
Man. The firſt Step towards the Per- 
fedtion of Yertue, is the relingquiſhin 
our Vice ; for.we muſt ceaſe to do Evil 
ere we can learn to'do Good : And the 
firſt Step towards the Perfeftion of 
Wiſdom, is the diſpelling thoſe —_ 

which 
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which deceive and miſlead the Mind, 
and pervert Life. What theſe were 
in the' Few, : and Gentz/e, and what they 
are at th;s day. in as, it is cafie,enough 
to diſcern. ..The:Mind of Man; as'tar 
as Ican obſerve, is naturally- proxe to 
Religious Worſhip. Net only the con- 
fideration of the wonderful Mechaniſm 
and contrivance of the World, and of 
Events, ſtrange, ſuddain, and unaccoun- 
table, - but allo : the; Conſcience of his 
own Impotence, and Obnoxiouſneſs, 1n- 
clining/him- tothe Belief, and-prompt- 
ing him to/ ſeek: the Patronage, of 
an Zyvifible, ' All ſufficient Power. In 
the; next place, the. Mind of 'Maz is 
ever. prone, to. propoſe to him ſome 
great, ſome ſoveraign Good; in which 
he- may acquieſce, 'and by which he 
may ſecure himſelf, as well as he can, 
apainſt the: Indigence and Poverty of 
his Nature, and 'the Changes: and Re- 
volutions, the Diſaſters, 'and the Mj- 
ſeries, to which this Mortal State is 
expoſed. Theſeare two things of that 
Importance,” that no man can err in 
them, but-;the- Error muſt prove fa- 
tal ro: his Repole. - He that ſets up to 

- himſelf for his _ 


ate End, an emp! 
fol 
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and uncertain Good, inftend of'a Soledl 
and Ereraal 'ohe, muſt needs (be as 
dladed und difappointed, as 
'be 'maſt, who 'ſers- up. to. genie a 
falſe God, /inſtead«of«the #rue;; or goes 
ubdiit To / "endear:and mcommend him- 
ſelf eo/the "trae, 'by - falſe 'and ſwper- 
Parwir MWorlbip. Now (ijn'theſe:pomts, 
ithe Few and "Gentile were 'miſerab/y, 
-though ''hot *e / miſtaken. The 
Gentile worſhipped |Devils, inſtead of 
-God : Their -MyNeries were: 'eitherſen- 
Fil, "vr (ernel:; their;  did:oft- 
iner incoorage Sin, than Vertue. And 
'as to"thi6jriſoveraign Gd, their Fleazes 
*were \ſet- this World, zupon:the 
'Pompand Pleaſire, xgpen thecaſe'3nw) 
'Hoheurof ie; ; arideheyhaceithernons, 
Delis datk, 8d antermin 
ond? the' 6 Grave: 2Rill ' it” was 
ian be. ras , fall of Fableswnd 
4dHe >Pharito'ms. The Jews, \jthough 
they" 'enjoy'd -the -Orucies' of God, ant 
-gerienally »preſerved! che Worſhip of:one 
'true'and' living God, yet were theyrnot 
free fron” very deplorable >Errors 've- 
ting ts theſe! poitirs :2'They | ſeemed, 
rofave2tafhed the -2#4e> God cinto iam 
"F0Ve; ad to-hive 'efitercalned ſomeNs- 
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tievs of Him very Tepuggent 10 Wy 
Nature : they | lopked ' upon, 
the Gad of the Jews, not of the Gowider: ; 
6 @ JOE Perſovs, as apr ova 
pots, tot i Natzoo ; 98 d as gdelight- 
_ ed, with @ Religion, _ ÞÞ- of \nu- 
meraus Rites, and Ceremonies, and ex- 
ternal OT— Agd this, could 
gat. but have a very {ad influence up» 
og. their Religion as it really had: The 
HdineSs which is truly. acceptable to 
God, being nagſected, ,and hs ns 
and Saddyciſm, or Fbariſaiſw, i. e. Sen- 
ality. or FHypocrifie, introduced. in the 
room ht And as to their wir 
Epd, or lupream, Goad, the $ads 
denied the Reſarreds on, Angels, ang 
S$pirits;;, and;therefore "tis not to be.ex- 
_ Lum ſhould. bart any.de- 
boye the. Pleaſure of the Boay. 
rok ugh the Phariſees acknowledg- 
ed Angels, and a. Reſurrettion, » Yet cap 
we,ngt diſcern, that they had a.;regl 
valve far any.ching, be 5.he gg 
Power, ap 4 af this, Farid, And 
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"$6 that upon the whole, the Jew and 


Gentile'were alike wicked : Only the 


Wickedneſs of 'the Fews, had this Ag- 


gravation in it-above that of \the* Gew- 
tiles, ' that they 'enjoy'd the Oracles of 
God, 'and the Favour of a peculiar Co- 

verant: - This being the ſtate'of Dark- 
neſs,” which lay upon the Face of "the 
Jewiſh and Gentile World, our” Lord, 
who was to be a Light to lighten 'the 
Gentiles, and the Glory of bis: People 
Iſtael, advanced; and eſtsbliſhed in the 
World that Do&ride, which \direaly 
tends ro diſpel/theſe' Errors, and reſcue 
Mankitid from the Miſery that attends 
then.” For-all - that the Goſpe/ contajrts 
may be reduced” to theſe "bows Hends : 

Firſt, the Aﬀertion of ove only true 


-God: with ra bright and full Revelation 


of his Divine Attributes and Perfetion. 

, an Account of the Wil of 
'God,' or the Worſhip he (delights in, 
which is a Spiritual one, together with 
ſuitable Means, and Motives : in which 
Hſt- is contained a full Declaration of 


 'Marx's: ſupream Happineſs. Thirdly, 


'the- Revelation of one Mediator between 

God and Man, the' Man Chriſt ' Jeſus"; 

through whom we have acceſs with wr 
ue 


pI 
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neſs to the Throne of Grace; through 
whom we have obtained from the Fa- 
ther, Grace, and Pardon, and Adoption ; 
and through whom, Laſtly, all our Ob- 
lations-and Performances 'are acceptable 
to Him. ' The Defgy of this ' glorious 
 Manifeſtation was to opex Mens Eyes, 
to turn them frow Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan to the Living 
God - That they might obtain Remiſfjon 
' of Sins, and an TaleSlanee .of Glory. 
' Theſe'then-are the'zruths which 7nmi- 
.uated- the Gentile and; Fewiſh- World ; 
And- theſe are the truths which muſt 
Ihuminate us at this day. Theſe 'dil- 
pel all 'deſtruQtive Errors, that lead us 
to Vice; or Miſery : Theſe ' point out 
-OUr ſfupream - Felicity, and the dire& 
- way'to'it : Theſe open 'and enlarge the 
Bye of the Sowl, enable it to diſtinguiſh, 
and judge with an unerring Exatneſs, 
between-Geed and Evil, between Sub- 
ftantial 'and Siperficial, Temporal, and 
Eternal Good. And I wiſh from my 
' Soul, whatever Light we pretend to at 
this Day, we were well grounded and 
eſtabliſhed in'rheſe7ruths. 1 doubt not- 
withſtanding'our Belief of one God, and 
one Mediator; and notwithſtanding we 
9 ES ; are 
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18-8 it; be warſbipped Ju if 
and ie Truths. 2nd .notvithſtandiog ou 
eve 8 Life £0 came ; I 
no mb ren | 

Bf, WE, YgERc err-\in two 
Maiv Pojnts; wor the Notion we 
cgi Ger of Religion, a0 the 29- 
dee wwe ace to det apap the Wſarid ang 
She: Rex. . Far who, that refles.upon 
the: Bomp,end Rride of Life, upgn the 
eas, \the ifoltnek, and the luxury. of ir, 
;upep the. dxqthing(s ,and- ghe freedom, 
ahevadity an umpertingnce, to lay .no 
worls, of Comuer ation,. Will ;ogt.con- 
glyde,ithat eitherwe havg;renpunced our 
Beliggan,; or form $o-0uriſelves top com- 


phaint, and:indulgant\. a Natcor of tit > 


For 35.it%xs $þe-4qitation of Telus 2 4s 
.this$0: walk,as he walked jn ihe Warld 
Ganhis be theeNepartagept of _— 
Whom:3he-V otid-antl the Body 1 5s:;GCru 
;Gified?2 (Gan Yuch .aLife a9) this is flow 
Tow, _ 5age: bs og Haith, 
gpe 2 Fo again .can-re- 
uponhe!iPaſſinn .xve;diſcouer for 
Expetorit and;Precexence, Qurithirſt, of 
Power, our, ravenons defire-of FFeaith, 


-and noteontlude, thetwobaremfetcn 


Our 
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our main:Zed, that we ſet a 


tue :upon abivgs, and that whatever we 


04>. 


talk of an_#ternity, we-look upon this - 


World as enr portion, and: moſt 
vadluable:Good2: For can 'ſuch a xender 
concern/for, duch an cagerquriuitalter 
temporal things flow rem; nay onlfiſt 
with, . purityiof Heart, and of 
Spanit, _—_ 1ove of * Gad, ami aDe 
Heaven? Whooverthen will tbe Perfet?, 
or ..Zappy, muſt carefully: avoid both 
theſe. Errors:: Hermuſt nevervhink that 
Religion carrdabfiit wathout 
and vigour of -our- Affeft ions: +Or:thar 
the:Bentand Vigouriof:our Souls can be 


pointed towards God, and yetthe Azr of 


ouriDeportment: ants Converſation beear- 
thy, :fenſual,:and-+ Vain, ; EVER 
to-2 Ragan Pride, .and : ſbew of : Life. 


Next, :ie uſb never:cherillpin. hinſelf 


the (love of:ebinitferld : : 'He:muſt never 


took-upon him(eifiother: than a Stravger 
and Piberimvait: He-maſt never befond 
:of:the:R/eaſure of tit: He mult [never 
formwain Defy»s and Projetis:aboutir; 


Fat wk ex wes" =: 
wdagredients. zour-iduppocſs,! but 
as \lif7rawents.of.iF/ ertue, cor Yhort\Re 


ach Ca in'our: No: 
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And: becauſe all our miſtakes about the 
Nature and Perfeftion of Religion, 'and 


the Falue of Temporal things, do gene- | 


rally ariſe from: #-7:g45a10 4 
that peculiar 'Sin to: which-our Conſti- 
tution betrays us; therefore the Xnow- 
ledge: -of : our." ſelves, an intimate ',Ac- 
axce with all our natural Proper- 
fions, and Infirmities,. is no. inconlide- 
rable: Part. of i ///amination. For we 
ſhall ciever: addreſs our: ſelves heartily, 
to _ ws of a Diſeaſe which we know 
mot or tothe.reftifying any in- 
aan, till we are ut 6 _ 
ctd that'tis irregular, and dangerous. 
;- ab. The! Second Character of 10umi- 
ating Traths-is; (that they.-are ſuch as 
feed and: nouriſh, corroborate and improve, 
the Mind:of, Man. . Now the Broper- 
'tiesof! Bodzly-ſtre th are:ſuchas theſe: 
Itenables: nol Baſtteand 'repel Injuries, 
-to bear: Foil: and: Ttavel, | ro perform 
dificult-Works-with.: ſpeed: ad caſe, 
and-finally; it[prolongs Life. to:a much 
further date;;than weak-and crazy Con- 
Ritytions:can arriveat. And ofall theſe 
we-find' ſome Reſewblances i in Spiritual 
Strength 1-But: as much: more Perfel7 
and on asthe Spirit isabove the 


ih 
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Body. Thoſe Truths then are. indeed ""Y 


Iuminating, which enable us to vanquiſh 
Ti emptations, to exdure with Conſtanc 


and | Patience the Toils, and Hard- 


ſhips 'of our Chriſtian warfare, to dif- 
charge the Dutzes- of our Station with 
Zeal and Vigour, and which, Laſtly, 
render us firm, ſteady, and immortal. 
And theſe are the glorious effets which 
are attributed to the 7raths of God. 
Hence is the Goſpel called- the Power of 


God unto Salvation, Rom. 1. x6. and. 


hence it is, that we read of the Ar- 
mour of God , Epheſians 6. 11x. The 
Sword of the Spirit, the Shield of Faith, 
the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, cc. 
to intimate to us the Strexgth and Ver- 
tue.of the Word of God, and that it 
brings with it ſafety and ſucceſs. And 
hence it is, that the Word of God is faid 
to. quicken and FFrengthen ; that May is 
ſaid to live, not by Bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
Mouth of God ; that Righteouſneſs is caÞ 
led Everlaſting ; and that be that dpth 
the Will of God is affirmed to abide for 
ever : To teach us plainly, that there 
is nothing ſteady and unalterable, ao- 
thing durable, nothing eternal, but God, 
Divine Truths, and thoſe that are form- 
ed and modeled by them. \ There 


ts 4 
i £2. Ma * 


| CCIPIEY 


Iltemination What, 


There are Traths indee# which are 
meerly Barren, and @naftive, which 
aattfe and ſufpend the Mind, bne ne- 
ver benefit ig: bat there are others 
whrictkr are, m the age of Solomon, 
ke Health to the Navel, and Mazrow 
to the Bones: Wiſdom and Vertne, Life 
and Honour, the Favour of God and 
Man, attend them where ere t 
dwell. And theſe are the 7raths whic 


Hluminate : Traths that are Active, and 


Fruitful ; that make us wiſe and good, 
perfeAt and happy : ſuch as we have a 
mighty Totereſt in, ſuch as have a 
ſtrong Ioffuence upon us, ſach as give 
a new Day to the underſtanding, and 
new Strength and Liberty to the Will ; 
fuch as raiſe and exalt our Aﬀedtions, 
and: render the whole Man, more ra- 
tional, more ſteady, more conſtant, 
more uniforen. Theſe are the Truths 
which make Men great and modeſt in 
Proſperity , ere& and couragious in 
Adverfiry ; always content with this 
World, yet alway full of the Hopes of 
a Better : Serene, Calm, and well aff 
red, in the preſent ſtate of their Souls, 


'and yet thirſting after Perfeftion, Ma- 
exrity, and the ablolute Conſummetion 


of 


" nating Trath is, that they are Plraſant 
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of Righteoufneſs in the World to come. 
Now the Traths that effe& all this, are 
alk tedacible to thoſe which I have 
mentioned tnderthe former Head : For 
1m thoſe we fidd al that is veceſſary to 
Life and Godlineſs, to Yertue and Glory | 
i thoſe we find all that is neceſſary to 
raife ahd ſupport true Magnanimity, to 
ehlarge arid free tle Mind, and to add 
Strength and Courage to it. . For what 
cit mote certainly promote all this 
than Immortality and Glory > What can 
be a ſurer Foiindation for the Hope of 


| both to reſt oh, than the Favour of 


God hithfelf > And what cat more eb 
ſeFually reconcile and ingratiate us 
with God, thin ſincere, univerſal Righ- 
teoufheſs, and the Mediation of his deatly = 
' 3: The 7hjrd Charater of Znmi- 


and Apreeable to the Soul. Hente it is 
that the Royal P/almiff protiounces the 
Word of Gdd:fiweeter than the Hokey, and 
the Honey Comb : that he aſcribes to it 


 . Delight and Foy; For he tell us, that 
#t rejoyces the Heart, that # enlightens 


the Eyes. Ard accotdingly we 'fitd 
tlie true Servants 'of God, not only 


Tihumninetion What, * 


continually bleſſing and praifing God in 
| the Temple, but magnifying him by 
Pſalms i and; Hymns 1n their . Priſons, 
and 'rejoycing [in the midit of 7ribulati- 
on, | But. when'T reckon '\P/eaſure and 
Delight | amongft the Fruits of /llumi- 
ziox, 1 muſt. add, that \there is a vaſt 
difference, between,the F:ts and Flaſbes 
of Mirth, and the ſerenity of a Fix: and 
Habitual' Delight; between. the 77tilla- 
tions of Senſe, andthe ſolid Foys' of the 
ſures of ' Fancy, and of Reaſon. And 
when I hy Wc in the 
Knowledge of pleaſant ' and» « lo 
T1 re. =—Y 'of rational Pleaſure, 
an habitual. Tranquility of/ the Mind : 
And- then the, Matter is beyond Que- 
ſtion. Whateveri'Truths do contribute 
to- promote. thzs, the 'Study and Con- 
templation- of zhew, muſt be our true 
Wiſdow. Joy, when *tis- ſolid and ra- 
tional,. does enlarge'and exalt/the Mind 
of Man : *Tis, 'as' it were, Health to 
the' Navel;' and Marrow to- the Bones ; 
it 'renders' us. more thankful to God, 
more kind and courteous to Man. *Tis 
an” excellent Preparation'to invite more 
Plentifully Influxes of the Spirit of God. 
OE ence þ.. 


| 


a boo 4 divalill _] 


Hence did Elijah call for. a Mufical "= 
ſtrument, 'when:he deſired to Prophefie : 


And we find the Company of Prophets 
rgjoycing- with: #dymns:, -' Mufick,. and, 


anos - all ontward Te 'of the, 


ward Tranſports, and Raxviſhmeac. of 


their Minds. : And as I am. pervades. 
that, that: which: diſtinguiſhes; a Gogly, 
ſorrow, from « Warldly. or. Inpjous one. 
Repentauce and Contrition, om. the: As 
ganies and. fi Prephaitics.t 
the peace; and \frayg ahich Koen 
it\s.10: am] das 6 ge 
pre.rand:-invite-us -to- COI 
Sorrow for Sin, lor-ths Reaſon, wor _ 
cluding. others. becauſe i pacerally leads 
poiſe» gnd- Foy 4 Aſo atone 
ow diflipating | che \ IS, 
ſtreſſes of «Guile, like\mild nnd frat: 
ful Showers thatdo- {ay; po3-oetep? *: 
word, thers::1s-ne fyuch;powerfal. 
dote 9 ng) may 4 | A 
defiry, as:Holyr:Pleafme,: Pious: 
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nation tris at will confiſt. in quirti 


thoſe: Errors; which beget Melancholy, 


. Deſperation; and in 
2 "our view of ;x 


ing 


dt ibn © 7 "OA -- £6 Life 
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ane Done: trained! 


Life ;/ and "a inviee hin e-{6r 
@hories an: Pkaſures,- i\ another, 
above any thifg that" the Their 

0an concervet © Gudbis & vf Hope 
He has all Fubeſ and Sf weyin yo 


Is Ga; who have! eb" Foralfor Heir 
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'to an. Eternal Reward, - A; ſhort and 
impure: Pleaſure,. and a tranſcieat Jv- 


tereft,..is..all that chi: ſort of Knowledge - 


can 4 low.z: and very) often, inſtead. 
of Pleaſure. 0g. Profft, it 'requites its 
with. Pais and Trouble. The 

[t mlgpchoſe Truths, which 

a mole, on thoſe 
DN. *Tis the 


Farit of God; 
\ - 4 and Go- 


e.lojte. js to, be:ear'd, and 
O Ge xt67 A, \ Fear not them, 


Fe for a moment the Ap- 
"og or.the Deſires of a 


Fancy'; ad dove it wot ; 
but 
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but love tlie Father, 'who after the dif - 


— 


- ſolution of the vital Union'betwixt Sou! 


and Body, is able to confer Life and 
Happineſs on both to all \Brernity. + 
Thus have -I-conſidered.- the - Chara- 
ers of [lluminating Truths.' And. the 
whole of what I have faid/-amaunts to 
theſe two things. 1. There'\are” 7uths 
of very diffevent kinds: :Zrauths that 
are of no aſe; ſuch are thole which are 
either 7rifling or ' meerly* norional, and 
can have no.Influence on; Human Lite : 
Truths that are of 211 ſeg" ſuch are thoſe 
of which conſiſts.the Arts.of Sexſaality, 
Avarice, Vanity and Ambition : Theſe 
are- to: be deteffed, the: former tobe 
contemned, by all that ſeek after true 
Wiſdom. p Wig there are Zruths of 
an. inferior uſe ; ſuch . as concern-our 
Fittunes, . our. , Relations, - our: Bodies ; 
and theſe may be allowed their proper 
place,. and a reaſonable Yalue. . But thi 
Traths which - concern the Peace, ang: 
Pleaſure, and, Strength, aod Liberty of 
our Soxls.; which procure 'us the Fa- =. 
voar of God, and the Grace of his Spirit; © 
the Zraths,in'aword,. which ſecure our 
Temporal and Eternal Happinels ; theſe 
are Illuminating Truths, theſe have a 
P 3 Eras 
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tranſcendent. worth, and. dincfliweble Ex- 
cellence,-or-UſefulneGs,: and conſequent-. 
Iy;canneverbe-too dear to us. 2: Since 
the great: \Chdrefters.of [6/aminating. 
Truthy,do extAly fir the:Geſpel of, Fes, 
7is'\ plam, that rbis--is thas.' 
| Kuo Yer Hogettedb to Stndy - 
and uight;- this: is that Divine Ebiloje- 
phy, whole Principles nd-Laws we muſt 
aceſlantly revolve and ponder. *Tis 
= without. reaſon, . that - he P/almiſt 
beſtows ſuch [glorious Zlogies: upon the 
ward of :Gedj' Fſek. 1'g."-and; elſewhere : 
That he: s; | one while the 1n- 
trinfick Excellence and Beauty, ets 
while the. Force: and Efficacy: of it. ; 
eyer and: anon, enlarges bimfelt = 
the: advantages, 
tages, which-reward the Meduationand 
- Praftice ofit; Of all Perfettions 7 hive 
feen. an end': But thy m4 wager are 


exceeding hroad. © They. are pare, 
endure: for 'twer; t ins er Fa 


and: rejoyee' the Heart. Moreover by 
ther thy Servant: 33 warned; and mn 
keeping, of them there | is ' great Reward. 
That is, by ther we arepreſerved. from 
all real Evel, and puz. iD pol: of, 
or entitled. 20, all. xed{i. Gard: How 


{x THF | at 


s, the unſpeakable-advan- 


end how Arainhd 


well did+ St: Perer anſwer, whit our: 
Lord asktd his Diſciples, will Sg ao 
from me'# Lord; whither' rg 

h haſt the * words * 'of 


know n0thing but ered "2 * 
Cratified > p or He the ry, the Truth, 
and the' Life; and 'in Him be bitl a 
the Ti A - Wiſdom ant? RNs 
- But afterall," as there” is 1'Form of 
Gollinefs, "fo there is a For df Know- 
tedge, without the prey of 'it. The 
Kne —_— of the ſame 7raths, as 1 
the beginning,” in; "differend 
Perſons may be very edt; ; as Meet- 
mg with 'a very ' differen Reception. 
Our Conre +: gion may be more clear, 
or confuſed, more lively, orfaint, more 
perfe@,” or aimed : And: vur "Aﬀent 
may be ſto il or weaker. ' In ſame 
they msy only float oem » 
otheys they may penetrate deeper”: A 
the De res "of cir Tuflueyce een 
A Voter glbioduryy 4ie ny 7 to 
-manner of thei” Recepriov. 
For” this reafort it will be” eel 2a 
the right underftatidingof'a Fate of Ih | 


wvination, to diſcotirſe. © 
'2; Ofithe Nature of chac Knowledge 
we muſt have of the Former Truths ; 
P 4 to. 


þ. IE 
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' bad og 


to. ſhew,, what. ſort. of Conception , we, 
muſt. formiof, them, what kind of 4 
we.muſt pay. Gas” and what kind 

muſt employ. about 
hn laid down 


Eun thoſe 7; reths,. ſo will I 


ay. down the Properties, of that 
Lrobede of them, which is Eſſential t to 
naked FR 
Ke” Thewinating, K mwhede e muſt be 
deeply rooted. This our * aviour has 
taught us in that Parble, wherein he 
has obleryed to us, $46 the dd hot 
h,of Earth, as it ſoon {prung 
LO n hn and dryed away. 
whe. often know, or pretend to do fo, 
the Rudiments of our Religion, without 
the Grounds and Foundatias of it. We 
embrace, Conc{ufions, without examining 
the Principles from whence they flow : 
and. contrary to the: advice of the 4po- 
ile, we are. unable. to giue, a reaſon, to 
any one. that. asketh us of the Faith, and 
the Hope, that is in us... And then OKrs, 
is not properly Knowledg, A oi Opinion ; 
'tis. not Faith, but Cred is not 
a firm. Perfmaſton, but an ow ly 
Aſent. And this, is, overthrown. . by 
every. aa defaced, or a 
| | ur 
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blur'd. by, every; Atheiſtical ſuggeſtion, | 
or Prophane Objeftiov. Does the World 
or our. Luft tempt us, as the Devil did 
þ our-firft Parents, -ye ſhall not ſurely Die ? 
how. eaſily is that Faith ſhaken, which 
is #0 better. founded} How eafily is a 
Man induced to Hope;' that Sv is not 
very. fatal and pernicious, that God will 
eaſily be prevailed with to +pardoy it, 
that the Flames of Hel are Metaphorz- 
cal, and its Eternity a miſtakes Notion, 
and growndleſs- Fancy, if he be'ignorant 
of the true. Reaſons of God's Wrath, 
and Iudignation, . which are founded in 
the very Nature of God and Sin?' Where- 
as-on the other hand, he that well nh- 
 derſtands. both: thefe ;'the Deformity,. 
and Tendency of Sin, and the Holineſs, 
and. the Purity, of the Divine Nature, 
cannot but diſcern an- irreconcilable Op- 
poſition between them'; and he convin- 
ced, that were there no Tribunal erec- 
ed for the Sinwer, - yet would Sz be its 
own Puniſhment ; and thatan intolerable 
Hel, conſiſting in the diſorder of Na- 

ture, an excluſion from God, &c. would 

be the natural and neceſſary ſue of it. 

The ſum of this Argument s, that 

Knowledge,which has no deep root _— 

& 


© nmnation har, 


je my 'be vverthrown'by ever aft: 
Thar Pats Which" 9  fittle more than 
edel) omen gn 

| . Now'the' Grownds of 
"and Dity ate fully! and clear- 
op eG 5 "Attd here 
hem. When 


Paith of St. Thomas did; int: part at ya 
depend upon Yonkers of; 
Thornas, ” becauſe — cM nth ps 
baft believed, foht: 2d; nd fo did 
that of the reſt of ther; who were Eye | 
witmefſet of he Reſurrefivw and Afccnr?- 
or of rhe Bleſſed eſis.” The Doftrine of 
ont' Grd "nd 4 Fadgment to come, may 
receive” 'rvch* o_ arid” ffrew th from 
natural And whtitever eftab- 
lifhes a reonahd Track will be fo far 
from diminiſhing, that'it will, increaſe 
the Yerree"atd Effcacy of it. All the 
Ciuti0» | think fit 'to give here is, that 
we be fare that the Grbimd be Phin, 
and Firmh, © on | which 'we build the 
Belief” of 'an Ilaminatine' Truth. Phi- 
loſophy," tt many * cafes”, is clear" aritl 


CON» 


17-8 


comvictive:: St. Paul. himſelf amongſt 


the Gentrles frequently appeals to-Rea- 


ſox... Bux 200 often we call our Faxcy, 
;andqbtrude upon the World, 


the: wild and nadigeſted. "Thexrdes of a 
27091;0n, for 


her ot 


warm and confident 7 
new: Dri/coverzes;.. What 
was Groftick Philoſophy once 2 
it-produce but: 24 Corruption >of the 
Chriſtian Faith ? | And what can-'be ex- 
pected from:Myf:ck, Enthufiaftick Phiz- 
/ofophy, .or Divinity, mn ary Ape, any 
Man may gueſs, without any deep Pe- 
netration. Nordo I doubt bat that all 
judicious. and experienced- Men;. do-as 
much deſpiſe and nauſeate the Blen- 
dures and. Mixtures of pretended Phi/o- 
fophy with our Faithand Morals, as the 
World generally does, the ſabrilties 
and perplexitiey of the Schools. For 
my . part,. I.can't endure, to 'have my 
Religjon lean upon. the rotten props of 
precarious . Notions. © I admire, I love, 
the Elevations 'and Enlarge 


ements of 
Soul : But I can have no value- for un- 
accountable Amuſements or Rambles of 
Faxcy. An itchiof Novelty or Curiefs 


ty. has a TinRure in it of our Original 
Ae L ever faſpe®t an hay 
that 
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that carries' an ir of Novelty init ; 


and do! always -prefer' a vulgar Truth 
before. rgfnred Error. : They are valgar 
Truths; which like wuigar Blefſimgs, are 
of moſt-uſe, and trucft worth : And (ure- 
Iy..onr:. Saviour thought fo, when: he 


things from «the -wiſe,' and prudent, and 
revealed them wnto Babes. And when 
he- himſelf-taught the People with pow- 
er'amd-antbority, 'anil not as the Scribes, 
he-did advance no ſubtil Theories, but 
bright; 'and-dazling, uſeful, and convi- 
ctive Treths: This minds* me of ano. 


- 


ledge: ef; | ; 

/ 2. This Knowledge muſt not be ob- 
ſcore, and+confuſed.; but Diſtin and 
Clear:\.\Where the: Images of things 
are ſlight, faint, 'and vaniſhing, they 
move.Men but very weakly, and affe&t 
them but very coldly-; eſpecially in 
ſuch! Matters 'as are not: ſubje&t to our 
Senſes... And this 1 perſwade my ſelf 
is-one | chief Reaſon, - why thoſe glorious 
and wonderful Objefts, God, a Jud, 
0 come, Heiven,' and Hell; do 7 rike 
us ſo feebly, and operate ſo-/irtle. We 
have: generally no lively, diſtin, ws 
Hos. Cicar 


thavked bis Father, that he had hid theſe 


ther \ property of laminating Know- 


and how: Att ained... 


clear Conception of them: It;being; 0+ 
therwiſe: -impoſlible, That things ,ingheir 
own Nature dreadful, a amazing, 
ſhould excite. in.us.,»o Fear 3:0r that 
things in their. own. Nature "infioitely 
amiable, ſhould enkindle in vs #o Paſon, 
no. Deſire. The: Notions. we: have: of 
Sprag god 74. On Tg hr: 
ry, and 2mperſetZ Quy: 
over, them lo. ſlight] ly, that. they: {earce. 
retain, any. print, Or... Fr4ces:; kr them. 
Now. this, ſort « or pn pre 


Tk __ bangs Ma 
ve. _ —_ - ET 


Solitude, and; Retyeart. from:the.unaile 
and the hurry of; the —_ >Peripus, 
frequent, and devout , Cone opemplatien 1s 
neceſſary | to. form,un our | Va glear, 
diſtin, and ſprightly - Notions » And; 
to communicate thele well toHhn Fon 

,. they 
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che mult beexpreſies, in An 

puageſ" 28//biog." Traps -T ropes gures. 

Ah \=!Did--we hearty this, we 
ſhould fare uhtor- more'cime tothe 


thinle-t{mt to diſcover: them 
it” wets! enough+ ro'ler” our Thoug] 
alvibe 4þoathem>- -Btie we ſhould ſhy- 
abate aces EX- 


were tiecefla- 


_ vaſtly" exeded "the tees; 'and  thar'we 
exc et,pf 6 juſband adequate No- 


3+ This 


'Lan-' 


of "Divine Zharht ; and we: ſhould: not 
Yits 


ke Hftiop, And Cifdinct fr. 


and. by bow: dtteined. E 


— 
————_— 


3- This Xuawledge- anulk in not. be-in 
te Udetienting, c vndige- 
pr rig — Nur = ha 
cadte. tia No 
_ pa . We mwulkknaew the 
rrue:valueand we) every Powe of 
. every:Trath;i ind beable: readuly: 10. 
ply: \them: Far !what does: : i 
how:importane'7 rethr are im analves, 
if they are tict (0:26.06 2: What dory it 
avaib that 1 they-are- iapregaated: with 
- Life and/Powen| if 'Z hr Ga 
CO CG avid 29 we Bk 
] @:(00Os! - 
I ” Ki AT eee hy ec :khe 
Know Goſpet Threats, 
= 95 mer ys 
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Guard, for our> Support, and Strength, 


if notwirhſtandiog | be: caf down, .and 
broken, under every ' Adverfity > And 


thus I might-go on, and ſhew you, that 
the -XFnawiedge which is:not di In- 
to Nouriſbment is, if notiaburden, of:no. 


benefiteo'us. *'Tis plain; [2ba? 1 is t0-ave 
nothing” worth, which 7 make. xo''#ſe- 
of.' 'We muſt - then/'follow the -advice 
of: Solomon, and never quit the Search 
and Meditation of 7eath, till we grow 


intimate” and familiar with it; and 40 


have it always ready, for# Guide, and 


and for our 'Delipbe ahd Pleaſure. >We' 
mult bind 3t- about our: \Featt, as he 
ſpeaks; and. Yiewit ws 4v Ornament. about 
our Neck.” Then; \phew'we' yo- forth, it 
ſhall lead us; inbow too fnipy te it ſhall. keep 
us; \andwhew'we awake, ieryball talk with 
as : "For the" Nome witty 

and the Law is- 4 


In a wo Xoxrmy on 
im \Er, | Opera- 
tive ix us;(but ome etion of them 
by ferions-anddevout.\ ation,\ as 
ry in'a'manner awcorporate: them with 

-. And *this 'the Scripture plainly 
try when" to Genifi the. Force and 


Vertue 


abil bow An aimed. = 
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Vertue of tho Goſpel, above that of.the 
Law, it uſes theſe wojds: For this 
s the Civenant that I. wif! wake, with 
the. Houſe of I(rael after. theſe, days & 
ſaith the. Lord, Iwill gut my Laws into 
their Minds, and. write;them. in their 
Hearts,' Fleb..8. io. intimating, thating 


Laws, no Privciples, can. ever anfluence 


us,. till they by deeply: impriwed it 
our Heats: : RT INNRY NEL 
To: wind ep; all Shere are 


2 | 
Mad ni api ry ae en 


There is x Knowledge which, ſeryes.us, 
only as Py/ad's tap did: Mofes:; to. fiew 
us Cavan,” but fot. to bring 4i\igto it. 
There- bs; 4: Knowledge; hich 
ſerves usz: only! is. the 7alens did the 
wicktd Servant 
wa#ds; bir Priny/bmens And finally, 
there\'is & which, like the 
Talents.in the Hand: of the- faithful and 
good Stewtrd, enriches us finſt,and 
mends us afterwards,t6d higher Truſts and 

Digaitiesz. which: : and pou 
our Nature: firſt, aiid then Puts Us. i- 
to poſſefhen of ſuch. Ble Bleſinge as, only 
_ chus improved” an perfefted is 
le 'of, And this Anowledge 


$; 2riot.- _ procure. Re- 


TECOMS 


| ſt nov be. ns - Ad and | 


andi- 


m—_—_—_ 
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undigeſted one ; it muſt not be a con- 
fuſed, and obſcure, a weak and imper- 
fe one: This is wot the Awowledge 
which will bring forth theſe: excellent 
Fruits, which we have reaſori to _ 
from true 70uminatiov.  But:it mult be 


a Anowledge that has all the quite. cox. 


trary CharaQters : even ſuch as I have 
before deſcribed at large. [Thar this is 
an' Obſervation of the greateſs weight 
and moment, is evidext-to any one, who 
will give himſelf leave to make any Re- 
fletion"dn'the preſent State: of Chriſti- 
anity. For how does' the power of 
Darkneſs prevail, amidſt the Tight of 
the Goſpel > How has the Devzl erected 
his Throne 'in the midſt of that Church, 
which ſhould: be the Xingdow of ' God : 
and Sin and Death. reig» where Life 
and Immortality are Preached. Whence 
is this? Are Men igzorant of thoſe 
Truths which make up. the Syſteme of 
true Wiſdom ? Thu is not ealie to be 
emagined; icarcely of the darkeſt cor- 
ners of the Popiſh Churches; much 
lels of ' ours. And therefore we muſt 


conclude, that this is becauſe our Azow- 
| Tedge is not ſachas it ought to be, withre- 
ſpect to its c/earneſs, certainty, and Dz- 
gefiion. 


CHAP. 


Ll 


' and how Attained. 


QHAP. IL 


Of tbe Fruits and Attainments of 
Hlamination. 


JAving diſpatched the Notion of 
Illumination in the fore <going 

Chapter, and; ſhew'd both what ruths, 

and what ſort of #nowledge of them is 
requiſite to it ; Tam next to treat, | 


r. Of the Fruits. And 
2. Of the Attainment of it. 


S. 1. As to the Fruits of ages 
tion, I have the leſs need to infiſt 
them, becauſe whatever-can be. 
this Head, has been in a manner _—_ 
pated : All the Characters of 1/lumina- 


ting Truth and Illuminating "Aches the 


being ſuch as ſufficiently 
bleſſed effefts of true Hamination 
will, therefore, be: very ſhort on ps 
Head ; and only juſt mention two Ad-. 
vantages of /Ilumination. As the uſe of 
Light is eſpecially twofold, to Datighe, 
2 a 
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and Guide us; ſo do we reap two benefits 
from Illumination. | 

1. The'fr#f, and oft immediate one | 
1s, That it /ers the whole Man, and the 
whole Lite righ7; that it _ obr Aﬀeti- | 
0zis on their proper natural 04jef, 
and dires if [ our Pr nally to their true 
End. Ido not mean that the Tnder- 
ftandiny tnftantly and necciitily imflu- 
ences ad derermibes the WPHI. \ Expe- 

prpienecy tefls'ug, that we Have a Yiera/ 
Ei : 'T lit dit tons are tod 
often. andependint 6f -our Rexfon ; that 
we /in againſt the DiQtates of of nn 
that we pufſue falſe Pleaſure, and a 
falſe Inter6f3, ih opyolition to the 7Fuc, 
and | in plain oppoſition to our Judgment 
roiy: oleh eaſt to # Jedare, nt calm one. ( 
Ace: tt6 Reaſon | alf this i is; Poſen | 
we conſift 'of to — and r 
rant. PPIvebpes; 2 Body, and 4 
_ erofoliered by two different Wort, 
ard an everndl ore. Butaſl 
thi carte Eyed 'tis certain. that 
Illuntnw ww che Mind has a mighty 
Inihuonec pon u#: For it is convinutd 
exvithng tf we Defires, and exee 
lent 5: *'Tix always alluting and 
inn us us rownrds our Sovereign Good, 


and 


—_— 


4nd bow ditaintd. 
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and reſtraining and detering us from 


Sin and. Deoth : It alarms, diſquiets, 
diſturbs, and perſecutes us,as alter as we 
err and wander from the Path of Life. 
In one word, the great Work of Im 
»atian 15, to be always repreſcating the 
Beauties,and Pleaſures, and the Beatitnde, 
and Glory, of Yertue ; and remonſira» 
ting the Evils, and Diſhbnours, the De- 
formities, and Dangers of Yice : ſa that 
a Man will never be at: ref#F, who has 
this Light within him, till it be either 
extiuguiſhed or obeyed, 
2: This Light within us, if jt be. fol- 
lowed, ' and complied with, not mud- 
died, and diſturbed; if it be not quenched, 
and extinguiſhed, by wiljul $18,; or un- 
pardonable Olcitaney, and Remilneſs.; 
if in a word, its Influence ke nat in- 
terrupted, diſperſes all aur Fears, as 
well as Errors; creates an unſpeakable 
Tranguility in the Soul ; ſpreads gyer 
us a calm and gloriaus Sky; and makes 
every thing in us, and about ug, look 
gay and werdavt, and beautifal.. The 
Diftpation of Pagan. Darkneſs," and. all 
Participations, or Relemblances. of it ; 
Deliverance from a ſtate of. Bondage 
and Wrath ; the Pears of God, the Lowe 


4 of 
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of Jeſus, the Fellowſhip of the Holy 
Ghoſt; the Immortality of the Soul, the 
Reſurreftion of the Body, the Perfetion 
and Bleſſedneſs of Eternity, good God / 
what (urprizing, what raviſhing 7hemes 
are theſe, for the thoughts of an ex/igh- 
tened Soul to dwell upon ! Bleſſed and 
Happy is he who enjoys this Pleaſure 
upon Earth. And that we may, I am now 
to Diſcourſe 


S. 2. Of the Attainment of Ilhuminati- 
on. Now whatever advice can relate 


to this, may be. reduced under two 
Heads : 


x. What Qualifications do render Man 
capable of Ihumination. 

2: What it is that one duly qualified 
is to do in Purſuit of it. 


$. 1, To begin with the Qua/ificati- 
ons requiſite to lamination. One Man 
is diſtinguiſhed from azother ſeveral 
ways ; By his E/ate, or Fortune ; by 
Natural, or acquired Endowments ; and 
by Moral Diſpofitions : and each of 
theſe may have ſome, though a very 


gifferent, Influence upon Human Por- 


fediton, 


— 
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feftion. For if we enquire after onl 

the Eſſence, and Integrity of Perfeition ; 
then are there ?wo or three Moral Qual;- 
' fications, which are all that is required 
in order to this : But'if we enquire af- 
ter the /argeneſs of its Stature, the Sym- 
metry of 'its Features, the Laſtre of its 
Complexion, and the Elegance of its 
dreſs ; thea may we allow ſomething 
to be afcribed' to Fortune, to Nature, 
and a liberal 'Education. This is an O&- 
ſervation very neceſſary to be made. 
For though every Man may be capable 
of Perfettion, that is, Habitual Holi- 
eſs, if is be not his own fault ; yet is 
not every Man capable of being equaly 
Perfef :- becauſe of that cccidenal <Va- 
riety whichl have ſuggeſted ; and which 
flows from different Gifts of God, which 
depend »ot on our ſelves. "This being 


premiſed in order to prevent my being. 


miſtaken, I proceed aud determine. 

1. That //umination depends not upon 
a Man's outward Fortune. There are in- 
deed ſeveral ſorts of XAuowledge which 
we can never arrive at without much 
lciſure, and much expence : And in or- 
der to ſupport the one, and enjoy the 
other, it 1s requiſite that we be Maſters 


Q 4 """""_ 
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of a Fortune. Hence. 1 that O&- 
ſequatins the duther of E icus, 
2) Sy SA "be Wiſdom of FRey wi 
6 cowerh- by opportunity @r 

and be that bas Little buſineſs ſhall Pall be 
Piles. 4 the follpw- 


. And therefore ur 
| he. excludes. the Husbaqud- 
man, the Statuary, the Eager the 
Ne Tr MES! Oy onſequent- 


2p 


Labours Ir Mete WY 6 ns 
io. AY the, neceſſary. Providen for 


Tife ; theſe, Lay, he. expindes from 


mY retent to. Wiſdo Hlow can 
1B; er We Aa that Moe the Plough, 
pau je pr in the Gaad ; whoſe 
pr ts of] lacks £ ic, But this 1s 
Not. the Wi hab Eats FA af- 
oor and: Whigh conſtitutes {/lumination. 
That conſiſts not ys mn Laws of our 
Earthly, but Heaven) Country.: Nat 


in Arts and Sciences Which relate to 


the Body and minifier to.'a temporal 


purifie the Soul, and miniſter ta an E-+ 
ternal one; no, not in Netiopal Improve- 
ments of the Mind, but in S piritual, 
and Yital aues, And theretore the 
Husbandman, and the Artiſt, the Me- 
cbanick, and the 7] rader, are as capable 
of 


Life ; s but in thoſe Divine Truths which. 
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of. olds ſort of Wiſdom, as the Man of 
Office; Mony, or Quality. There needs 


no Wealth to render one the Child of 


Light and of the Day. There is the 
Book of Nature ; the Book of Revelation ; 
both the Books of God, beth writ through- 
out with" glorious. /Zamizating Truths ; 
Theſe lie wide open to every honeſt 
Chriſtian, The Beiag, and Nature, of 
God; the Mediation of -Jeſus ; and a 
Judgment. to come ; the Nature, and 
Neceſlity; of Holineſs ,: are fully reveal- 
ed, and. unanſwerably proved. And 
though every hopeſt Man be not able 
to diſcdver all the Arguments on 


mn. 4. 


which they ſtand, yet may he dif- 


cover exough; and what .1s more, - he 
may! have an inward , vital , ſenſible 
proof of them ;_ he may feel the Power, 
the Charms of Holineſs ; experiment its 
Congraity and Lovelineſs to the fIuman 
Soul ; and obſerve: a thouland Demon- 
ſtrations. of its ſerviceablepeſ# to. the 
Honour of God, and the goed of Marr 
kind : He may have a a tull convictive 
ſenſe, of the. Manifeſtation of the Di- 
vine Perfedtions, in the great work of 
our Redemption ; and the excellent Tex- 
dency of it may be {o palpable, and con- 
{picuous to him, as to leave no _ 
| or 
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for Doubts, or Scruples. But beſides 
all this, there is a Foice within, there 
is 2 Divize Teacher and Inſtruftor, which 
will ever abide with him, and lead him 
into all neceſſary Truths : All which is 
implied in thoſe words of our Lord, f 
any Man will do bis will, he ſhall know 
of the Doftrine ; whether it be of God, 
or . whether I ſpeak of my ſelf, Joh. 7. 
I7. iP II 

2. Extraordinary Natural parts, ſuch 
as Sagacity, or Acuteneſs of Judgmear, 
ſtrength of Memory, the livelineſs of 


Imagination, are not neceſſary to Zu- 


mination. The Goſpel, as I remember, 
takes no notice of theſe. Such is the 
beauty of Holineſs, that it requires ra- 
ther purity of Heart, then quickneſs of 
Apprebenfion, to render us enamoured 
ot it. And the very ſame thing may 
be ſaid of the Power and Energy of all 
Goſpel Motives, and of the Proofs and 
Evidences too' of Divine Truths. To 
convince and affeF us, there is no need 
of Sagacity, and Penetration, but Pro- 
bity, and Sincerity, However I have 
two or three Refletions to make here, 
which may not be unuſeful : For 
tho' Acuteneſs, and Retention, by which 

A | wy 
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| 1 mean quickneſsin diſcefning, and firm- 
neſs in preſerving Truth, be common- 
| ly accounted Natural Parts, and ge- 
| nerally are fo ; yet I think, where the 
one, or the other, are moſt defeive , 
they may be much helped, and wonder- 
fully improved. To which end I remark, 
Firſt, That thoſe defefs of Vnderſtand- 
ing, or Memory, which ſome are wont to 
accuſe themſelves of in Spiritual things, 
are with more JufFice to be imputed 
to want of concern, and affettion for ſuch 
things, than to any incapacity of Na- 
ture. "Tis plain, we cafily anderFand, 

and eaſily remember, what we defire and 
love : And where-ever we follow the 
Impulſe, or Conduct of ffrong Inclina- 
tions, we ſeldom fail of excel/liyg. Let 
us therefore take care, that our Hearts 
be ſet upon the things of God ; and we 
ſhall ſoon ſee that our Judgment and Me- 
[ mory will no more fail us here, then in 
[+ thoſe worldly Intereſts and Pleaſures, 
| which we are moſt intent upon. Se- 
| condly, as to Memory ; it depends very 
much upon the Perſpicuity, Regularity, 
and Order, of our Notions. Many com- 
| plain of want of Memory, when the 
| defectis in their Judgment. And m_ 
- while 
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while they graſp at all, retain notbing- 


In order then to relieve this juffemity of 
Memory, it were an excellent way to 
confine our ſearch and Meditation to a 
few. Objefs, and to have' theſe clearly 


and methodically handled. A Cateche- - 


tical way of expounding and aſlerting 
the Rudiments of our Faith, if done as 
it ought to. be, is of great ſervice to 
Perſons of af/ Capacities ; but: eſpeci- 
ally to thoſe of meaver. For thus they 
may not only be enriched, with the 
Knowledge of the moſt «/efu/ things, 
and of the grownds on which our Obligg- 
tioa, either to Belief, or Pradice, is bot- 
tom'd; but alſo may be furniſhed with 
general Principles of Reaſon, by which 
they may ſteer their Judgment in all 
cales ; and with certain Heads of Faith, 
and Morals, to which they may be able 
to reduce moſt of what they read or 
bear. Thirdly, 'tis with the Under- 
ſtanding, as with the Eye of the Body : 
One ſees further off, and in a fainter 
Light ; but axother (ces as well, with 
regard to all the ues of Life, who yet 
_ requires that the Object ſhould be xear- 
er, and the Light 4ezzer. Men of flow 
Capacities, mult not be Daring, or Pre- 
cipitate, in paſſing their Sentence, and 

forming 


w_ 
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forming their Notions. They muſt ex- 
amine,  loekiet the Matters they en- 
qaire after, be not too remote ard ob- 


ſeare : whether the Obje@ "may be 


brought nearer, and placed in @ better 
Light ; or whether they may be furniſh- 
ed. with 7eleſcopes, or Mic Fs, fit 


for them.: If »o?, they muſt quir the 


ſearch of ſuch Truths, as improper, and 
unneceſſary tor them : By which theans 
they will, at leaſt, avoid being deceived, 
or perplexed ; whieh is no ſinall advau- 
tape. To be enriched with & kind-of 
Univerſal Knowledge, is a great thing ; 
but I doubt 765 great for Man. Next to 
this is, to be endowed ' with a Know- 
ledge of neceſſary, and iniportant Traths ; 
and to be'freed from  Zrrors, and Per- 
plexity, in Matters of any moment * And 
methinks it were no great exceſs of 
Moteffy, or Humility, for Min-to be con- 
tent with this. 

. There is no great need of acqui- 
re Learn in order to true Tiliminh- 
tivy. Our Saviour did not exatt of his 

Diſciples, as a neceſſary Preparation for 

Oe Docs the — of Tongues ; 
TP Hiſtory of T; , or Nature, Logick, 
Metaphyficks, Ma thematic ot the be like 

| Theſe 
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Theſe indeed may be ſerviceable to ma- 


ny excellent End's : They may be great 
accompliſhments of the Mind ; great Or- 
naments, and very engaging Entertain- 
ments of Life : They may be, finally, 
very excellent and neceſlary I»/truments 
of, or IutreduFions to,  (everal Profeſi- 
ons, or Employments. But as to Per- 
fettion, = Happineſs, to theſe they 


' can never be ndiſpenſably neceſlary. 
A Man may be excellently, habitually 


Good, without more Languages then one : 
He may be- fully perlwaded of thoſe 


great Truths, that will-render him Ma- 


er of -his Paſſions, and independent of 
the Word ; that will render him eaſe, 
and uſeful. in. 2hjs Life, and glorious in 
another ; thoughthe be no Logzctan, nor 
Metaphyſician, -- Yet would I not all this 
while be ſuppoſed to exclude the uſe 
of true Reaſor, and folid Judgmevr. 
Though rhe meaneft capacity may at- 
tain to its proper Perfeftzon ; that- 1s, 


ſuch a meaſure of XKuowledge, as may 


make the Man truly wiſe and happy ; 


yet the more- capaczous any Man's Soul 


is, and the more ex/arged his Knowledge, 

the more Perfef and Happy He. = 
4-TheQualifications previouſly neceſla- 
ry 
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ry to /lJumination,are two or three Moral 
ones, implied in that Iyfant Tewper our 
Saviour required in thote who would be 
his Diſciples. Theſe are Humility ; Inm- 
partiality ; and a. Thirſt, or love, of 
Truth. Firſt; Humility. He that will 
be zaught of God, muſt not be Proud, 
or Confident in himſelf. He .muſt not 
over-rate his own Parts, and Capacity ; 
nor lean too ſtifly to his own under/tand- 
ing. He muſt firmly believe, that 7//u- 
mination is the Work of God; and on 
Him he muſt depend. He muſt con- 
fels the weakneſs of his own Facalzzes, 
the natural Poverty and Iudigence of his 
wnderſtanding ; and fo look up to God, 


| Who is the Fountain of Wi/dom ; and 


giveth Grace to the Humble, but refiſteth 
the. Proud. Secondly, Impartiality, Since- 
rity, or a certain Purity, and. innocence of 
Fudgment, if I may beallowed to ſpeak 
ſo. That the @»derſtanding may be 
capable of Divine Light, it muſt not 


. be blurd and Stain'd, by falſe Princ:i- 


ples : It muſt not be biaſſed, nor influ- 
enced by any corrupt inclinations. Some 
to prove their /mpartiality or Freedom 
of Judgment, abandon themſelves to 
the ſerupulouſneſs of Scepriciſm, and a 

wanton 
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watiton itch of endleſs DiÞtarion, and 
Conteadifizen. ' But T cannot think it ne- 
ceſfiry to out Freedom arid 7mpurtali- 
ty, to deny the Evidence of our Senſes ; 
eo oppble the Piiverſal Reaſon of Mans 
kind ; and to ſhake off all Reverente for 
the Integrity of Man, atid the Yeratity 
of God. No, this fAvours too- mich, 


_ either (of Oftentation, br of a raw and 


uhe&perienced Afe#arion of fiew Thieos 
ries and Speculations. Ae ſecures his 
Freedom ſufficiehtly , who puards his 
Reaſon againſt the force of groundleſs 
Pre os ons and ſenſclefs Modes: and 
Cuſtoms ; againſt the Laffs of the Body, 
atid the prejudices of Parties : Who 
keeps a friet Eye upon the Motions 
and Tendencies of his iferzour Nature ; 
who admits not the Diftates of a Sree 
Perſon, of Party, for Catbolick Reaſon ; 
who confidefs, that there are Revolutions 
of Phyloſophy and Opinions as well 2s 
States and Kingdoms ; and judges wellof 
Times, and Men, e'te he 'pay much de- 
feretice to Aathority. Bur Thirdly, this 
is not all thar is neceſſary to any com: 
pleat Degtee of NNamination. Imparti- 
ality is neceſſary tothe firſt Dawwings 
of it ; But if we would have it —_ 

ed 
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fed,” and diffuſe its ſelf into a perfett 
Day of Spiritual Wiſdom, and Tnder- 
ſtanding, we muſt hunger and thirſt after 
Truth. An wnprejudiced Mind. is ne- 
ceſlary to qualifie us for the firſt Rud:z- 
ments of Truth : but we muſt be in- 
flamed with Defire and Love of it, e're 
we ſhall enter into the Saxduary or 
Receſſes of it. Therefore our Saviour 
invites to him every one that thirſts, 
Joh. 7. 37. And St. Peter exhorts ns, 
as new born Babes to defire the ſincere 
Milk of the Word, that we may grow 
thereby, 1 Epilt. 2.2. And St. Paul im- 
putes the Damnation of thoſe that periſh, 
to want of Love of the Truth, 2, Thell. 
2. 10. *Tis too 2rifling to Objet here, 
how come we to thirſt after what we 


do not know 2 For it concerns every 
Man to enquire, what will become of 


him for ever ; and if he be already 
aſſured, that there is another World, 
and a glorious Salvation to be attained, 
it is natural to thirſt after the Reſolu- 
tion of ſuch Queſtions as zheſe, What 
ſhall I do to be ſaved? What ſhall k 


do to inherit an Eternal Life? And 


ſuch is.the: Beauty of Illuminating Truth, 
that every Glance of it kindles in our 
R Hearts 
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Flearts the Love of it: And fach its 
boundleſs Prfeition, that the more we 


Ezow, the more fill ſhall we defre 76 


know. Having thus ' confidered whit 
qualifies Man for IJumination, my next 
buſineſs is fo enquire. 


| &. 2. What one thus qualified, is to 

do for the actual Attainment of it. Al! 

the Advice, that I can think” fir here 

to be, given, may be reduced' to four 
S: | 


i That we do not ſuffer our 


Minds to be ewgagedin queſt of Know- 


ledge .forreigy fo our purpoſe: 
Wn" ti we apply our felves wich 


avery tender and ſenſible Concern tothe 


Study of Illuminating Truths. 


J- That we at conformable” to thofe 


Meaſures of Light which we have at- 
tain d. 
4+ That we frequently and conftant- 
5 addreſs our ſelves to God, by Prayer, 
r the /Jumination of his Grace. _ 


.. I, That we do not fuffer, Oc.  7Þis 
is. a natural and neceflary Conſequence 
of what has beer already faid concern- 

. ing 


Ws 
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a. 


ing - /{Iumination. For if Inmination 
conſiſt in the Xnowledge, not of 41! fort 
of \7ruths, but the moſt necefſary, and 
zmportant, (yeh as parifie and perfe# 
our Narvte, ſuch as procttre us ſacred 
and fable Pleaſare, and all the Re- 
wards that flow frotfi our Azvpton to 
God, it is thin plain, he who would be 
Perfeft, ought tiot to amuſt and di- 
ſtrat his Mind: in Purſuit of :rifling, 
or divertive Kuowletge : that he ought 
to ſhuo, and not to - admit, whatever is 
apt to extangle, prrplex, or defile him ; 
and to fx his Thoughts, and confine 
His Meditations, to the great Traths of 
the Goſpe/. He that tnows the only true 
God, and Jeſus ws whom he hath ſent, 
knows exoagzh to oblige him ro Yertae; 
agd to open the way to Glory and 
everlaſting Life. Het that knows nothin 
but Feſas Chriſt; and him Cracifed, 
knows enngh itt brder to Peace, Grace, 
and Foy ; enbagh 6 promote Holineſs, 
#tid Hope : Hope that aboanids in Foy 
whſpeakable, ant{ full of Gliry. 
2. We mit apply dur ſelves with 
2 very crendeF ard ſenſible Concern td 
the Study of ZPtmitatins Truths. This 
Mike thraft be tfiderftood ro enjoy tree 


R 2 things. 


MR 


244 


Illumination What, 


— EE ———_ Ao er o——  —— 


things. x. Great Care and Caution, in 
examining, DoQtrins propoted ; and 1n 
diſtinguiſhing between Truth and Falſe- 


. hood. 2, Great Dzligence and Induſtry, 


to increaſe. and enlarge our Knowledge. 
3- Frequent. and ſerious RefleFion upon 
the Truths we know. £5: 

x. There is need. of great Caution, 
in the Trial and Examination of Do- 
Arins. This the Scripture it ſelf fre- 


- quently puts us in. mind of: and not 


without Reaſon ; becauſe the Devil 
ſows hu Tares amongſt the Wheat ; Er- 
rors, and theſe too fatal and deſtructive 
ones, are frequently obtruded upon the 
World tor the Revelations of God, and 
every Party, nay, every fing/e Author 


lays the ſtreſs of Salvation on their, 


peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Opinions. 
Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but 


try the Spirits whether they are of God Þ 


becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out 
into the World, x John 4. x. "Tis need- 
leſs to multiply Texts, or Words, on 
this occaſion. When the Peace and Py- 
rity of our Mind, the  ReQtitude and 
Happineſsof our Lives, .and the Bleſled- 
neſs of Eternity have fo.cloſe and: ne- 
celkiry a Dependance upon the Dofrins 
we 


Jy 


— 
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E - we imbibe, that we hereby either fe- - 
cure or forfeit ther , who ſees not, un- 
leſs he be ſtupid, and infatuated, that 
greater Care and''Solicitude is neceſſary 
here," than in azy\. matter whatever, be- 
_ there is no other equal moment? Bad 
or bad Wares, inſtead- of good ; 
an wr | Title, 'or Conveyance, inftead of 
| G ext and clear one, may impoveriſh 
: "bad Drugs inſtead of 'good, may 
info the Body, and deftroy the Health : 
| but what is all this, to: the diſinalCan- 
2ences* of Error and- Herefie, which 
| impoveriſhes) and” infe?? the' Mind, pre- 
i vents the Life, and damns the Man: to 
4 all Eternity 2- The Example of the'Be- 
reans 'is never forgot : and indeed- never 
pr whe to be on chi ww on. We muſt 


Sitio, "and 7 ailice) are Hg Phe 
abl&Enemiesto: Mnbwledge and *Wiſdom, 

227 We arc to' ufc great Diligence and 
Haluſtry to” 'enlarge and inercaſe our 
Koaled Freafures' of Divine 
Wiſdom are -nliholt inflaite;' and'it fares 
with'ehoſe that'Syudy them; as with a 
FOR when od aſtends:*'a' riſeg 

R 3 Grou 
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Ground.; every zew ſtep almoſt, ex- 
larges. bis Horiſon, and preſents »ew 
Countries,” #ew Pleaſures, D his Eye, 
*Tis oux own:Negligence, if we do. not 


daily exignd the Cerpaſs of our Xuaps 


; if, our. Fiew, of things grow 
not moje diſtin and ;cleap, and-.qur 
Belief 'of them mare firm and; ſteady, 
This is. tQ grow in Grace and in. the 
X nowledge Fi Chrift Jeſus our Lord, 2 
Pet. .3-.48. This -'is'.46 have theeye of 

eur - Vadarſavding opeved, Eph. 1. 17. 
me Is te. be filled. with-the. Kuo wiedge 
of God, in al} Wiſdam; -and Undertand: 


_ (ng, Col. 1, 9, this is, finally, for-ahe 


Word Hard of Ged #0; dwe(]-in ns. richly, Col. 
3: 16-: And.of what. Gp orFanco this is, 
15 manfeſt from. what: I have before 
proved: ,ngmely, that /Zmination con- 
ſills pos ig a-creduloys and ill-grounded, 
10 + {light aod and ſuperticial, pr a confue 
ſed and. qblcure, or. imperfect fort. of 
e; but ina glear, diſtiae, firm, 
eſtabliſhed -9pe.; ; And the ac- 
iring ſach a,0pe-demagds a very. of 
hr png. ap. fee offer Sts the 
vo off, Life..!\ Fo; lb the ad with 
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them engraven in the Memory in deep 
and laſting Charaders ; to' have them 


lodged and diſpoſed in that Order, as 


to be able in an Inſtant to have re- 
courſe to them ; to: diſcern, and- de- 
moalſtrate plainly, the Connex7on, and 
Dependance;of one upon another, and 
the unqueſtionable Evidence of each ; 
this .is a Work of 7ime and Labour ; 
the Fruit of a Regular and Afliduous 
Search. after Truth ; and if the Capa- 
cities.and Fortunes of all Men will not 
ſuffer them to come up to ths, [they 
muſt come as near as they can. Butif 
ſuch a ſearch as this, be #oz neceſſary 
to peretrate the Depths, and to diſcover 
the | Beauties, of Divine Truths, or to 
convince the World, and our (elves, ' of 
the. Certainty of them, yet certainly 
without it we- ſhall never be able to 
extra their Force and Yertue, and to 
derive. Parity and Nouriſhment from 
them :: Which is the zexr thing unplied 
in the Rule latd down. 0299, 2 
3.) We muſt make' frequent'-and ſe- 
rious Reflefions on the Traths' we do 
know; . This again naturally : follows 
from the Notion of  [{fumination:as- it 
1s before ſerked;. For" Fit is'not every 
| | R 4 Knows 
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Knowledge of the beſt things, that ſufft- 
ces for lumination,. but a Vital and 
operative one, that is, a well grounded, 
clear, diſtin, and well-digetied one, 
it is plain, that: conſtant, daily, and 
devout. Meditation 1s neceſlary- to 7/liu- 
mination : becauſe''tis not a tranſcient, 
and pertunQory  Refle@tion upon the 
molt | zmportant ."Traths ; tis not a 
fleeting, rambling, irregular, and deful- 
tory Meditation of them, that: will 
poſſeſs us with /acb. a kind of Anow- 
ledge. To,impriat a 7ruth in /zvely 
Nations upon our Minds, to digeſt: it 
into. Noariſhment and Strength; and 
make it mix it (af with all our. 4fedti- 
1s, and'all: our»Atzons; its neceſiary 
that: we. dwell upon it with Conſtancy 
8nd Delight. And accordingly we find 
that-excellent and elevated Souls, both 
under the 0/d 7eftament, and the New, 
have been daily, \nay, almoſt . hourly, 
converſant I the. Book of God : they 
have been paſlionately; devoted to the 
Stuiy of 'it, and delighted more'in : zr, 
than 4n- Zreaſeres, 'or Honoars.'s than 
13; 4he . moſt-profitable Employments,or 
engaging  Diverfons of Life.  *Tis 
thy nd of {editation on God, _ 

Fa) us, 
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ſus;\-rthe- World,” and our | ſelves, that 
can alone acquaint us thoroughly with 
each: *tis thu kind of Meditation on 
Death, and” Fudgment,” Heaven, and 
Hell, that' can' make us wiſe unto Sal- 
vation. " | 
The fam of all 'that'T have faid on 
this Rule amounts to'thy. That 7s 
mination' is "not to: be attained without 
Labour; 'and: Travel. | It is indeed'the 
Gift of Goa: bur ſuch a' one as he will 
ever beſtow but upon thoſe who. ak, 


and ſeek, and twock. Divine Bounty, and 


Human Induſtry. do here very well ac- 
cord : 'the' Spirit of: God generally joyns 
them together; and 'tis Bo/dnefs and 
. Impiety wi Man to go about to divide 
them, Prov. 2. 4, 5, 6:"1f thou' ſeekeſt 
ber as\fibver, and ſearcheſt. for 'her' as 
bid treaſares ; then ſhalt thou' under- 
fland the-fear of the Lird, and find the 
knowledge of God. For the\Lord giveth 
Wiſdom: out' of hi "month cometh Know- 
ledge ind Underſtanding. Norwill any 
one ſurely -think it much'to devote Is 
Time 'and' Labour tothe: Attainment” of 
Thiumization.'' For what 'is . there = 
can more juſtly cha/lenge, or better ide- 
Tree, Jerk + Gal Pleire + Theds i 
*E2:4 none, 
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none, but what flows fromi W3/dom, 
that 1s either pure, great, Or laſting 

Can Bufmeſi > What Buſineſs can he of 
greater Importance, than what ſecures 
our. Salvation, our Eternity + Wiſdom 
then is the principal thing, therefore get 
Wiſdom: and with all thy getting, get Un- 
derſtanding, Prov.q. 7. for without ths, 
the: maſt Sefireable Poſſefions, and Plea 


fares of Life; are but Cheats and. /lufe- 
Ons, Miſchiefs and Snares. Forthe turn 


Ing away of the fimple ſhall flay i them ; 

and WS Proſperity " fools ſhall" cefry 
them, Prov. 1. 32. / 

- 3, That we at conformable to thoſe 
Meaſures of. Light. which we have at- 

tained. - The more Spiritual we: grow, 

the-f/rer wetare for the Reſidence of 
Ged's \Spirit, and the - more ;capab/e of 
his: ufivences:\... The more: we | fubdue 


#1} 7hordinate dffett ions; the clearer does 
the: 2/nderiFording grow, and the. more 


Gad, "if it be complied: with,” and obey- 
ed, while) un renders us;more te Gad, 
renders:us: more; dear:to:. him! too ::and 
one” Fovair, af itbe noti ourawn;. fault, 

'us for:"\avither;'' i Whoever 


tral lerve:ths Senigtarer; will 
tnat 


ableiute ts: Adthevity Yo. \sFhe -Grace.. of 
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that - Holineſs - and Ilumination advance 
with equal ſteps, and grow up by the 
Jame degrees of Maturity ; "That as wg 
pals on from the Zvfazcy, to the: May- 
haed, 'of Yertue, lo do we from the 
firſt Rudimexts of Wiſdow,tothe Heights 
and MyFferies of it. But onthe other 
hand , Zef# obſcures and eclipſes the 
Light within: Sin" depraves and cor- 
rupts our Principles : and while we re- 
naunce our Fertue, we quench, or chaſe 
away the Spirzt.' Into a malicious Soul 
Wifdow fhall not euter ;' nor dwell in the 
Body.that is fubjeit' unto Sin :' For the 
holy Spirit of difcipline will flee de- 
cert,'\and remove from thoughts that are 
without underftanding ; 'and-will' not a- 
bide when anrighreeoſuef comerh | jn, 


Wiſd: x. 4; 5. 
nently and conſtant- 


4 We'muſt freq 
ly addreſs our ſelves'to God, by Prayer, 
for the Zlwmination of his Grace," There 
is notbrug that we do. not receive from 
4bove : *and if-the moſt ivconfiderable 
things be the Gift of God, from' \what 
Fountain, but- from- 65m, can; we 'ex- 
pet” Mumivation'? . The Raptures of 


Peets, rhe Wildom: of Law-gjvers, the 


all 


pobkft Pieces of: Rhilofaphy, and indeed = 


o ; 
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Hlumination What, 


all -Heroich :and Extraordinary Perfor- 
mances, were: by the Pagans themſelves 
generally attributed: to x Prvine Inſpi- 
ration: And the Oi Teftament alcribes 
a-traaſcendant $kill:eventin Arts. and 
Trodes to the Spirit of God: It is not 
therefore-to.be wondered at, if Z/lumi- 
»atjon, be attributed-to Him in the New. 
Wifdom and ; Underitanding are eſſential 
Parts, of. Sandity ; and: therefore myſt 
procces from, the ./avitifying Sprrit. 
We, muſt therefore'conſtantly look-up 
LO God,'\.and depend wpon: ins, f or. Thu 
the Words.:of St..Paul, That. the God 
of, ur; Lord Jeſus Chrif?, the: Father of 
Gloxy, would geve' unto:us; the Spirit. of 
Hi/dom-.-and' Revelation, \Eph.: 1. 17, 
This Dependance upon . Ged,. in Ex: 
peaation of :his:Blefiwg on: our :ſearch 
alter, Xvowledge,) puts the; Mind into the 
beſt Di/pofition andoFrame'to attain it : 
becaule. it- naturally; frees -and diſenga- 


affons, | Prejudizes, 
and. Diftraftious, whith) otherwiſe, en- 
tangle, and. diſturb:;:45, and! render:4c 
uncapable; of raiſed, :ſedate;:.and. cohe- 
rent Thoughts, \ But: what is more than 
this, thers.arg repeated and expreſs Pro- 


miſes 


bt 
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riſes. made..it ;; 10 that-it can never fail 
of. Succeſs.; Ak, and it ſhall. be \gjven. 
you,, ſeek and ye; ſhall find;; knock, and 
it. ſhall be opened, to you. The Reaſon 
of which is. added; f ye then being 


| evil, know how to give good Gifts. unto 
your Children'; - how much morg ſhall your 


Father which . is , 3n Heaven: give good 
things (oras it is Luk.11. the Holy Spirit) 
to them that ask him 2 Mat. 7.7, uz. If 
any. of you lack Wiſdom, let him ask of 
God ; that giveth to all Men liberally, 
and upbraideth not : and it ſhall: be gi- 
ven him, Jam. 1.5. nor do I doubt but 
every good Man has thele Promiſes ve- 
rified to him. There are ſuddain Sug- 
geſtions, wnexpeted Manifeſtations , 


extraordinary Elevationsof Mind, which 


are never to be accounted for, but:by a 
Dzvine Principle, Nor does this -Do- 
Qtrine of Spiritual [lumination, .or-Ir- 
radiation, in the leaſt diminiſh-the Pow- 
er and Excellence of the Goſpel of Chy #3: 
no more than the 7»f#ruftion of the 
Goſpel, 'does ſuperſede that of the Spirie. 
For we muſt. not think that the Sprrze 
does. now. Reveal any. zew Truth, of 
gexeral Ule or Importance ; ſince the 
Canon of Scripture would on this ſup- 

poſal 


| Tibemination- Wha, 


| have: 


exrvet-and flerdy- 


md, "No doubt; poſfible 


poſal be but a deſeive Rule of Faith 
and Mawners. . But firi#, the Spirit my 
uis-vr making: fuller Deſcovery 
the” Stvſs of Scripture. - Secondly," Ar 
may help us-to form c/carer and 
ntler | Notions of,” thoſe things we 
you but 412 Hhperfelf and general 
e of 3 and to fix, arid imprint 
chem irs more lafting, as well as thiore 
aw Chargers, 'it ditr Mitd3-- ot 
thay reval to our Remowbravce, fucti 
cige ad ar6 obkeerated; aid forgotten : 
ally ir ny prodect it us a inore 
Applicition to the 
Truth of - God. Thirdly, I ſee no Ret- 
fon why the Spirit may 7 whe! vouchifafe 
us particular {ubet-oxd Direfions, and 
Iutinations, upott ext/avrdinary Occath- 
ons; attd ſidldair Eeiergeticies ;- where 
Hhvly "Writ affords us' f\bLy, by, bd 
Human Priidence is at # Lo. - Nor does 
"thing thet Tetrtibice tothe Spirir 
irs al-this, derraQ; of derogire from 


| cho Dignity,” or ths Efeaty of the 


Scripture.” ' This theti Feondceive is whar 
the Spivis does the Work of 1Jumz- 
#tion.” \ But dow'if dows;1E 15 not vecefſe: 
"fo be defertifi- 


Not _ out G_ of "= 
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to to be obje&ed ag ainſt | the Truth of Di- 
Vine Nlentnation. We are ſure we «n= 
derifand ind remember, and exerciſe a 
Freedom, or Liberty of Will, in our 
Choices, Reſolutions, and Actions : but 
the Manner how we do this, is an En- 
quiry that does hithetto, for ought I 
can fee, wholly furpaſs and rranſcend 
our P hilofop 

I wilt here cloſe this Chapter with a 
Prayer of Falgentius, Lib. 1. cap. 4. 
Aﬀer he has in the beginning of the 
Chaprer diſclaimed all Pretences to the 
ferting up himſelf a Maſter, Doftor or 
Didator to his Bretbrew, he breaks out 
no theſe devout and pious Words, 
—— 7 will not ceaſe to Pray, that our 
true Maffer and Doftor Chrift Feſus, 
either by the Oracles of his Goſpel, or 


by the Converſation of my Brethren, 


or Joint-diſciples, or elſe by the ſecret 
and deliptrfut Inſtruction of Divine" In- 
ſpiration; in which without the Ele- 
ments of Left or the ſound of Speech, 


as the filew'an - ſofter Voice; would 
vouchſeſe - #0 7each ris 4 
eg = 
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ons, Imiy-dtever found/conformable, 
and Obedient,. and firm-'to\tha# Truth, 
which can neither Decezve, nor. be De- 
ceived. Fot/it'is Truth it ſelf, that eo- 
lightens, confirms, and aids,me, that [ 
may always+*obey and aſſent... to the 
Truth. | By Truth I deſire to be inform- 
ed of thoſe many more things which 1 
am. ignorant of, from whom I have re- 
ecived' the few 1 know.'+Of Truth 1 
beg, tbrongh "preventing and: aſſitiog 
Grace; to be inflructed -in-what- ever 1 
yer know not, -which- conduces to. the 
intereſt-of my; Vertue, and Happineſs : 
to \be preſerved-and- kept ſteadfaſt” in 
thoſe Truths which I know : to 'be re- 
formed and reRtified-in choſe points; 
ie which, as. is common to'Man;'Fam- 
miſtaken. ; to be confirmed and eſtabliſh- 
{ in thole- Truths wherein 'I waver ; 
and- to: be delivered from thoſe 'Opi- 
that are- erroncous or | burtful. T 


2, laſtly; 'that Truth a D 
both-in my Thoughts and al 
that ſound and whok 


have received from 729: Gi It RO d 
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quently, acceptable to all faithful Chri- 
Fans | in the nexe. EE 


A... 


Of Liberty. 


. Fter //lumination, which is the Per- 
fetion of the Vuderſtanding,  fol- 
jows Liberty, which is the Perfett;on of 
the W3/. Io Treating of which, I ſhall 
Firſt give an account, of Liberty i in Ge- 
neral : And then diſcourſe of the ſeve- 
ral Parts. of it ; as it regards Wickedyeſs, 
Unſruitfulneſs, Human Infirmities, "ns. 
Origznal Corruption. Gs 


$.. x. What Liberty is. There have 
been ſeveral Miffakes about this . Mat- 
eter. :\ But theſe have been ſo abſurd, 
or. extravagant, ſo deſigning -or ſer 
ſual, that ; they . Need not, 1 think, .s 


ſerious Refutation. However, "tis (98 | 
ceſlary .in a word or two to remove - 


this Robbih atd. Lumber out of ' m 
wy thas $5 Tan build up and eſtabliſh 
- More «and. regularly 
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Some? then, have placed Chriſtian Lis 
berty \in Deliverance. fron the '"Moſuirh 
Toke. © But this 'is to make our Libert 
conſiſt in Freedom from a Toke to which 
we were r ſybjet ; and to make 
out Gloriots Redemption fromthe Ty- 
ratiny of Sinand the Mz/ery thatartends 
it, dwindle into 'an Immmunity'from'ex- 
terxal R ites and Obſervances. *Tis 
HM] Bi Meſaick lofticurion;' as far "as 

19 outward Obſervances 


EE Rites, 15 now” di 
ng come, who way the 


wp 4, I # 


Lſeance Te, ene Shagows ; and*the 
of Holineſs = unfolded and 
| without an it upon "AT 
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as through the: Number, or Nature of 
themz- cheriſh Super flition, obſcure the 
Goſpel; weaken its Force, or prove bure 
thevſome. to us, are to be refed and 
ag9t::complied with. Thus much . 1s 
plain, and nothing farther. There 
have ; been Ozhers, who have run into 
more intolerable Errors. For ſome 
have placed Chriſtian Liberty in Exe 
emption- from the Laws of Man : And 
Orbers, advancing higher, in Exempti- 
on- even from the moral and Immutable 
Laws of God. But the Folly and Wicks 
edueſs of thele Opinions ſufficiently | 
coufate'- them : Since 'tis notorious to 
everyone, that Diſobedience and Anar- 
chy.\is as flat a Contradidtion to the 
Pearcablenef , as Voluptuouſneſs and Lux- 
ary 'is to the Parity, of that Wiſdom 
wmbjch- i from above. But how abſurd 
and- wicked. ſoever theſe Notions are ; 
yet do we find. them. greedily embra- 
ced: 'and- induſtrioufly propagated at ' 
eba day ; And behold, with Amaze- 
ment, the baffled! and deſpicable Gno- 
Bieks, Prifcilianiſts Libertines, and 1 
kaow . riot whar -0#ber ſpawn of ZZef, 
reviving in-Deiffs and Atheiſts. 71 beſe 


woah dg: not. advance. theiw- Errours 
S 2 under 


17 EE FIEY 
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” under . a Pretence of Chriſtzan. Literty, 


'Þut, which is. more, ingenious, . and 
els ſcandalqus of the two, in open Ne- 
zce, and confeſſed Oppofiti, reles to.Chri- 


; Nan, They tell v us, that,we impoſe 


on, the World falſe. and.. fantaſtick 
Kettles of Yertze and Liberty : That 


"Religion | does, eſlave Man, not ſet_ him 


free; awing the Mind by  groundleſs 
and ſuperſtitious Principles, and. re- 
ſtraining and infringing our true and 
natural Z;berty : Which, if wewill be- 
lieve them, conſiſts, in giving Nature 
its full ſwing ;\ letting looſe the Reins - 
to the moſt head-ſtrong Leſs, and. the 
wildeſt and the moſt corrupt Imagina- 
tions, But to this, *cis eaſie te anſwer, 
That while theſe Men attempt to. eſta- 
bliſh their Errours, and fortifie their 
Minds in them, by Arguments of ſome 
fort or other, as they do, 'tis plain, 
that they ſuppoſe and, acknowledge 
with as, That we ought to be:ruled 
and governed by Reaſon, And if this 
be. true, then, by undeniable - Cones 
quence, true Liberty muſt conſiſt,” got 
1n doing what we. /if, but what. we 
ought ; not in following our. Lf, or 
Fang, but our Es. not. in; being 

—_— - 
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exempt from Law, but” in being « Low 
to var ſelves. And then Tap Gl co, all 
the World, whether the Dif ipline "of 
Fertue, of Libertiniſm ; whether the 
Sctivols of *Epicurus, or - Chriſt, be he 
way to true'Lberty. 1 appeal to the 
Experience of Mankind, whether Spi- 
rifaal, or Sewſual, Pleaſure ; whether 
the Love of God and Pertne, or the 
Love of the: World and Body, be the 
more like to qualifie and diſpoſe us to 
obey the Didtates of ſober and ſolid 
Reaſon. Butithe Truth is here is no 
need of Arguments: The Lives and 
Fortunes © of © Atheiſts and DeiFts pro- 
elaim aloud what a glorious kind of 
Liberty 'they are like to bleſs the World 
with, 2 Per.'2.19. Whilf they promiſe 
Liberty, they themſelves are the Ser- 
wants of Corruption. And this Corrup- 
ton draws 'on their Ruzx. The diſho- 


nourable ' and ' miſerable Courſes, ' in 


which "theſe © poor Wretchesare plung- 
ed, and'in which, generally, they pe- 
riſh before their time ; are ſuch an open 
Contradiftion to Reaſon, that no Man 
Jdoubrs but that they have abandoned 
#g: Condii,- 'thar they have given 


thetnſelves'up 'to that of Ly? and Hu- 


* 2 wour 
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wokr : And that they exrneſtly endet+ 
vour-to- force, 'or betray their : Reaſan 
into a Compliance to- Screen themfelvesg 
from the reproach: and-diſturbance-of 
theirown Mzzds, and from' theifhame 
and contempt 'of the World. 'Þ have 
dwele long enough - on this Argument, 
"Tis -yow time to" pals 'o#, and” refolve 
what Chriftzan Liberty really 4; 
This is in a manner evident from 
w hat has been ſuggeſted already. . For 
if Reaſon be the governing Faculty: 4n 
Man, thea the Liberty ' of Man muft 
conſiſt - in his Subjefion-:to y5-40h : 
And fo Chriftian 'Likerty will be-no 
thing elſe, but Subjetzon to Reaſon en 
Irhtend by Revelation. Two: things 
therefore fre Efſential ttrue Liberty: 
A. clear and unbiaſled:Fuggment;z "and 
a Power and Capacity of. Adding "cox 
formable to it.. Lhis: is a very,- ſhort, 
but fa Account. of Liberty. Darkneſs 
28d: /mpotence eanftitute; our S/avery:: 
Eight and: Strevgth our Freedom." Man 
is then free, when his: Reaſon. ignotawed 
by vile: Fears, orbribedby wiler\&bpes :; 
When: it is not; eumultuolly tranſported 
=_ hurried. away by: Lufte;and Paſh 
OOO; anrhanidiand 7" 
| * | | "7 gi - 


: ue: tht :Goly: 81d: joff; and 


Of, Chriftian Liberty io Gedirgh FY 


goilded, appearances: of. | Suphifticates 
Good; but- it- deliderates 7pa?r;aly, 
and commands effeFually.. And becaule 
thegreat:0SFacle of this Liberty: is Sims 
becati(e; natural and contrarted. Cort 
trow\ are the Ferrers im whict we | 
bound 5 becauſechiy. Law 2 rhe BY k 
wntrs\, againf? the Lyny in the Mind, vþ+ 
ſcuring the Lighty and. enfecbling. the 
Hathority, of Reafon; hence it ow 
CElriftian Liberty is as truly; as | 
ama deſcribed; by #' over 
the Body,. by the ſubthuing our corrupt 
Zens, and" by Deliatanchs front 
Gam 14 This Notion of Zbeyry\ may bs 
fofficiendy eſthbliſhed:- -that 
Avconnt of | Servituale © Of:  BOWA6 
which the 4pe#/e gives usj' "Row. 4 7: 
where he repreſents ir--as confiſth 
Jnpotente', or ' Inability t6 to: Hoſe 
0 which —_— ;. ard 
Reaſon" approves; for #0 & prafjow? 
withme'; bit howto perform thaF-which 
i8\Shod;, £-ffhd: not,- ver. -18:- Liberty; 
therefore, muſt on. ch6 rey conſt, 
ins being! wa) -not--ogly - to 
a> do; geod;" in #hying thoſe Cann 
ave; whith (We. carliot [gs _ 
dg 4 
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Ang.this is: the, very. Notion «Which 
our. Lord. and. Mafter gives. us of. it; 
Hh 8. .For,. whe...the Jews brapg/d 
Freedom, ; he 1ets' them-know!; 
that, ND could .;not conſiſt with 
Subjeftzon to Sin.: . be: that. committeth 
Sin 4s the Servant of. 924, VErt.34. That 
honourable; Parentage, and. the . Firee« 
Sp _of the Body,. was.\but a falſe. end 
Icxrous Appearance:of Liberty::ithat 
7 they, would be-free indeed,. 7be Sen 
wad? ee thrms fa; ver. 36. roving 
uh by; his Spzris, and Dotrine, tbe 
d..from. the Servitude of Luft 
od. —_ and be. ſet at Laterty to 
wank Rightcouforſt, If ye continee in 
x vey # are: ye:my Diſciples.- in. 
edra7 and : ye ſball-\'know the Truth; . 
a1d-tht Truth ſhall make. you free, ver. 
3tx(326iFigally,,netso. multiply:Zreofs, 
oh:.a truth. that. us ſcarce; liable terbe 
6etraverted,. we; the; c4pofHe delgribes 
the: Bopdage..q ah Siouer. in Rem. _ 
ſn iP ef Liber 
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inwalks yunot after the Flelh,” but - 
rer the Spirit :. 1n the Mortifcation 6f 
the: Bod, of Sin, and Reſtitution of the 
_ to'its juſt Empire and Authutity, 
If :Chrift\be 'in you, - the Botty is dead 
anſe * of Sin; - Gut the Spirit vs Life 
becauſe of Righteouſneſs," Ver." 10: ' And 
allthis is: ids thing with. bis: 'De- 
ſerip tion of Liberty, 'Chapter 6. where, 
tis: Fecthing elſe, but for a. Man: to, be 
made free fram Sin, and become the 
Servant of God. Thus then we have 
a-plain-account 'of Boxdage and Liber- 
t5.: Yet for the clearer nidetſianding 
of : bath; \it'will not be amiſs to obſerve, 
that they-are each capable of different 
Degrees ;-and both the ove and the 
other: maybe more or /efs entire, com- 
pleat, :and+ abſolute, according to the 
cifferent / Progreſs of Men in Fice and 
Pertae. Thus, i in ſome Men, not their 
34 only, but their-very Reaſon is et- 
ſhyed. Their. V/nderflanding is ſo far 
infatdated, their. Aﬀections fo entirely 
captived, that: there is no Conflif7 at al 
between the Hind and the Body : hay 
commit $7 without any Beluftavcy be- 
fore-handytor any Remorſe- afterwards': 
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monftrance, inflifting: no 'wonnats, - not 
denouncing any Threats. This is: the | 
laſt Degree of Yaſſalage.' - Such are (aid 
in Scripture to'be dead im Treſpaſſes ane 
Sins. Others there are in whom' their 
Luſt and Appetite oo indeed, but 
not without Opp They: Reaſon 
rightly ;' and,  iclvis is-the natural-Re- 
fair of this} have ſonie Defires' and 
wefhrs of  Righteoaſneſs : but thro 
the Provaledey of | the-Boay, _ 
| umable-to a and live conformable i t0 
their Reafon.”" Their /#derſtanding has 
deed; , bur nor. chevy: Tt 
conſents' ro the” Law of God,/-but-it- has 
no" Power, no! Force to make it' be 
obeyetd: -it-produces indeed: ſoint:good 
Inclinativs, Parpoſes, and 75; tit 
tliey prove weat ant! Hreffeitnn/ ones, 
and w326/to'grapple Witotic ſtronjor 
Paſhow:raifed by* the: B And+ ts 
emmys (dL2herry'is bff Heront” +4 
es, and" different. Sryewbth. -- 
h Libevry may: beuble. ro bin 
here rior is" mucty Oppofichos' fora 
dys- © Op 'rls _ ar" Libevey bi 
,wi{36rs! the | 
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 Objequiouſaep, and. the Spirit. reigns 
with; an ' nacontroul'd ,and . ughmited 
Authority; And . this latter is. that £is 
herty which 1 would have my: Perfelt 
man: polſeſied: of. I know. very well 
tis. commonly taught by. ſame,. that there 
16; x0:{uch State : But. |.think - ris. Do» 
Grixe, if it be. throughly:confidered, 
has neither Scripture, Reaſon, nor Exper. 
ence;tq ſupport-it. For.asto thoſe Places, 
Rem. 7.and,Gal, 5. urged in favour: of an 
almoſt Inceſſant,ſtroog,andtoo-tfrequent- 
ly; prevalent: laſting of the Fleſb againſt 
- the Spirit, - it has been often. anſwered, 
and proved. too, that they are. ſo far 
from belooging to the Perfef, that they 
belong. not to; ite Regenerate. . But on 
ho—_ contrary, thoſe 7exts, that repreſent 
the: Take of Chriſt eafie, aud bis. burden 
t;: which: affirm the Commandments 
Chriſt not\to be grievous to ſuch. as 
are made Perfe# in Love ; do'all bear 
witneſs.'totbat Liberty, which I. com 
tend. for.. Ner does Reaſon: favour'my \ 
deſ&.than, Scriprare. © For if 

the: Perfett: man be a New. Creature, x 
"be be gravsfarmed. into. a New Nature; 
if his:Body:be dead to: fin, and: bis Spi- 
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if the Warld be as much crucified to him, 
- 44 he to it; | cannot ſee why it ſhould 
not be eafte for. him to a. conſonant to 
his Nature : why. he ſhould not with 
Pleaſure and Readineſs folow:that Spiriz, 
and obey thoſe 4fetions, which reign = 
and rule-in him. Nor . can I ſee why 
a Habit of Righteouſneſs ſhould not have 
the ſame Properties with. other Habits ; 
that is, be attended with-eaſe and plea- 
fare in its Operations.::and. Actions; 
*'Tis true, I:can eaſily. ſee why the Ha- 
bits of. Righteouſneſs are acquired with 
more Dificulty than thoſe.of any other 
kind: bur, .I ſay, I cannot - fee, when 
they are acquired, why: they ſhould 
not beias .uateral, and delightful to us, 
as any ather. Laſtly, how degenerate 
loever, Ages-paſt-have been, 'or the pre- 
ſent. 1$;1-date not 1o.; far diſtruſt the 
Googneſsiof: my: Caule, . or the 'Vertue 
of Maykind, 2s not. to-refer -my- ſelf 
willifgly,.ia this.point, tothe Deciſion 
of; Experzence.'. T am: very:wellaflured, 
that.T ruth and: Juſtice; i: Devotion and 
Charity, Honour and-Iateprity, are to a 
greatilnany;ſo dear: and.deli l, fo 
natural ſaceaſhe, that-it-'is harg-to deters 
mine, whether they. arc mote ſtrongly 


i en. 
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moved, by. a ſenſe of Duty, or the In- 
ſtigations of Love and: Inclination, and 
that they. cannot do.a Zaſe thing with- 
out-['the utmoſt Mortification, and Yio- 
lexce to their Nature. Nor is all this 
to, be wondred at, if we again refle& 
on.,what I juſt now intimated ; that 
the : Perfe# Man -15 a mew Creature, 
transformed daily from Glory to Glory : 
that. he. is moved by mew Aﬀedons, 
raiſed-and fortified - by zew Principles : 
that he is animated by a Divine Exer- 
gy ;. and-ſees all things by a 2ruer and 
brighter Light; through which the 
things of God appear lovely and beauts- 
fa, the things of the World, Deformed 
and —_— - juſt-as to him who views 
them. through a Microſcope, the Works 
of God appear; exatt and elegant, but 
theſe of Man caarſe, and buvgling, and 
vgly.-\-My Opinion then, which aflerts 
the, ab/olute Liberty of the Perfe#-Man;, 
is ſufliciently proved here, | and iniChap: 
the. frif:-:iAnd- if} I thought: it: were 
not, epuld:ealily reinforce it withtreſh 
Recrvits. For the glorious Charaers 
that are given . us! in Seriptaxe;. of the 
Liberty,ol; the :Chi/dren of-God, and-the 
bleſſed \Frair;cof-:at; Peace; '.and+ Joy-in 


the 
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the ' Holy Ghoſt, would eaſily. furniſh 
me; with invincible Argaments + Nor 
would the contrary Opinion ever have 
beeni «b/c ro rave kept the Field fo 
lewg as it has done, had it-not been fa- 
voured 'by a weak and | decdyed: Piety ; 
byithe Foxdneſſes of Men for themſelves, 
iw-{pight of their- Sivs and Frailtzes'; 
and by many-miftakew Texts, 

. '\But»that'this Matter "may, if  pofli- 
ble, be'freed from - a Objeftions. 1x. 1 
here'\ diſtinguiſh between Inordinate; 
and Natural, Aﬀetions. © By | Jnordi- 
nate Aﬀettions, I mean the 'Tendencies 
of the Soul towards that which: is ©#- 
'; by Nataral, its Propenfion +to 
the Body with which: it is inveſted; 
the Defire .of-its* Health, ' and' Eaſe, 
and the Compeniencies'and Neceſſaries of 
Life for this end. Now _ Religion 
enjoyns R nces to the former Ap 
any my Obedience of the- Perfef 
Man'has »s Refwtbancy :in it r: but whert 
it 'erjoyns things, as ſometimes 'oceds 
fiomally 4c tbes, which thwart and 
croſs the- artery; heve the : Obedience 
ever of *Ebe# himſelf could not be 
apt from Conflict; 'for- our Nate 
pevites, in- this ſenſe of _— 
W 
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will ever be put off till our Bodies be. 

F thiak this is fo c/ear, it needs not be 
Huſtrated by ' i*flances : or elle twere 
eaſieto —_— though you on have 
practiſedi Femperance, Chaſtity, Charz 

and pov ike" ten of thus kind, w_ 

eaſe and:pleaſure too ; yet has Nature 
forunk and ftartled at Perſecution and 
Martyrdom : though even here too the 
Courage and Reſolution: of fowe hath 
appear'd to: be much above what Hue 

man Nature ever ſcem'd capable of. 

2. I do not in the leaft ſuppoſe that Na- 

ture is fo changed, but that the Incl/;ngq- 

Hons to koful Pleature, or Profit, or 

any: other forbidden Objet, will ſoon 
revive again, even in the Perſe? Man, 

unleſs he keep a watch and guard upon 
himſelf, and paſs the time of bis ſojourn- 

ing here in fear. Not to be fubje to 
difordexly. Deſires, not to be liable to 
irregular Motions, is the Priviledge of 

Souls when ſtript of a Mortal Body, or 
cloath'd walk an ipworrat one. Till 

then, the Conjunttion of Flef:and. Bloed 
wil-ever render-the poor Soul obnoxi- 

ous to carnal and worldly.:. Appetites:: 
Andthenreinral Appetates of : the Body 
lo ſo eafily paſs thoſe Bounds that m_ 
ak be | them 
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them from” faful” ones, thatithe bef# of 
men can never be ſecure, but. when the 
Mind is taken up in C momztcties, De- 
votion, ' good Works, 'or inthe 
Proſecution of: ſore juſt, and-tioneſt 'De- 

13 or amuſed by ſome-'innocent Re- 
creation :-for in theſe Caſes, the' 
either made the Zufrumeut of R 
oufueſs ; or at kaſt wile, *fis innocently 
bufied, and diverted from thoſe-Odjeds, 
to which-it- has too too 1mpetuous 2 


#4 : 
\ 
ts 


- Zendency. 1 have now, I think; ſuffi 
ciently fated the Notion of - true 'Lidors 


ty; and I hope, ſufficiently gwarded it. 
And have nothing to do, but to proceed. 
tothe Fruits of it. Which will ſerve 
for ſo many -Motzves, or r Znguromenty 
to its Attarnment. 


4: 2. Of the Fruits of Liberty. - ' 
Theſe may be reduced under. four 


Fees. 
T. Sin being a great pol, EYE 


_ from-it 1s. tou Hi 
2. A ſecond Frod of F is Liber i is 


Grd Works." 
Ke 4 PSY us'8 near--Relaton to 


+ The 


- 
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4-7 Tho guns ang la. Froit i of-os 
Bernal Life. . | 


Thee avs ab compriſed a og Þ Ia 
I 
# 
awakened 2 . For :the end one. wh 


is death. | But now. being made free frow 
Siz, and [become Servants. to. God, ye. 


ap your frait | unto Holineſs, and th 
Life.. . For the 
yo 4s: —— the Gift of 6G 


ternal Life, through Jeſus . Chriſt our 


Lord. , And theſe.are the great, Ends. 
which the Goſpel that perfe# Law of . 
Laberty,. aims at,” and for which it Tuan 
Preached to the World : as appears from. 


thoſe Words of our Lord. to. St. ty 
Acs.26. 17,18. 'unto whom now 1 ſend 


thee, to.open their Eyes, and to tun 


thaw! gr darkneſs to light, and _ fram 
Ab. Sat gs unto God ; that they ; 


rig cd ps wa & ; in. me... '[ feet hers 
on. theſe B. *fefts of Chri- 
is Liber 3.008, $2 = 4 | be i | 


ſo. to prevent ice 


*% % 
$ 8 " 
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" Kttbus® T yen me da. 
under" every” diftindt BrancÞof-Obrifh 


S PS, 


Fe oo [3 LIRLEF © Nb TS SAY 


$3 is'a- Ronny andithere- 
fore De —__ (0th the'Domiedow-t of 
it 8'2'Ftear"Gvof Fo make this :evi 
#6) we ned? but refer a Hetleiomthe 
Nacar? ind- Peas of Si: If we .on- 
qtire irifo the 'Namre of Sim, we fhall 
"that ir wdoeyne Semana 
f" the Dignity, and defacing 
of an Nature: "and: ng er 
, In; oe "Darko "of | our Under- 
the "Pepraviry of our Aﬀe- 
Aichs? and the oth leneſs.' and Fnpe- 
tence: of the "Will. "Fhe-\ OwderFard- 
"ig of a Sinmer i incapable of: diftery- 
s, the Cerrainty ahd Force of' Divine 
thi, the Lovelineſs* of Vortues;- the 
ble: Pleaſure which now flows 
rear ahd precious Promiſes 'of 


"rhe *3nd'the inet \Or08- 

te href wilt o0e"duy Fow' fromthe 
ner en Frvcion' chem. 
tens, which if fix't6ahd bane 


ern ae rn. Ge 


m_ 


Mind, if. at 20F ticne it ch tf be 
awdkeard and render rd ſenſible. of its: 


Yew: did not. nicangt mn choDgerda: 
and Impotence: of.all the - Faculties: af 
the: Seal, whence. is-6:that the: Siner 
we «ane eecs 2-15.jt not evident that 

his (nneler/ftouding ip infatuated, when 
be: lives as if - he were:meerly, wholly, 


Redy 2+ 'As.if be had uo: Soul, or none 


: £ enpe 
aidebanel £5 .n0/: higher pur 
than-to contrive," Miniſter to, Fe 
_toke | in ' its Seuſealities 2 pron 
evident; that: He. has. lixtle: c 
of aracber Warld; who Jaies-up bir:Frea- 

arand-lives as:ifh 
weresBorn: only i. [\nake. Proj 0" 
far whe; Fleſþ to- fu the. luifs thereof + 
*L4s:'xrue;; a5: Sinvers are ndt;: equa 
fiupid -or- rw mr -but evenin 
Inwhom ——— af fs 
REGEY 


— 


7: 2s bel is tn i Generi | 
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Wibracioforchs Mas'into'a Beaſt on Devil. 
If>we-do -not yet ſufficiently. cor 
Heitid the Navote: -of Sin, yt? viewing 
it-8s it exiſts in our: Minds and Heatt3, 
ave anby te :it-in our: AG 
wer:* Andihere, 'vw Blindne(s -andfet- 
iy, \Reſhneſs and. {5,}ncogiancs, 
_— .Falſhood ao Cowatdie.':ths 
| thing" that'-is , wear, and: beſos; 
and \this: aggravated: by the moſt ac- 
| uldciddSaqminidaſe that Human: Nature 
'in «capiable-of; "Theſe and the like- Re- 


', flelfrorsamy the Nature of iSimycannd 


_cluſe*but«render\ it batefsl.\ And if, 
\ 1 Seidudly, we make. any ſcriqus-enes 
on: the Efelts ok-it,. hand je" fail of 

inp it frightſul and. dreadful to 
us; Thele-+ Efedts: may, be: eſpecially 
reduced to-Three 3-1. The ill Influence 
-Shs\ has upen-our {7ewporal- Concerns. 
rs” And \3« Fear.» As-ro the 
Firſt in [1 ell ooly lay thetiwe 
puny fy 10we- "Sine that it is-very 
rarely. any Calamity-befalls us, but we 
any jon Rr Finger-:on the "Fogut ain, 


[:; mean,” from whenge he 
Tio flows... Wbence. come Wart, and 


Fighting ono; 20% ſairh St, Jawex, 
#7] - Fore 


Bo” thee Hſe *1He>Wdidpi; arms 
reg noon epmrynt 
or ſain 64r Deſiree ung eafihys5} 
that they-all- penefal HoingPeutanr 
ja Srv orſe:yetyri;coukd | 
Sowtrhe 37» comers wir gandreibiegs = 
Intb'i#0//, \wind-but Ewfopmentednts: 


—_— hike: itenders chefighte77 

YtoHerabls ; urns Sovrotches into 
Wornth', and Wonldd:into: Gaegrelds, 
Biv-this is" r66*bopidndid ſubjett ;/ and 
would* inſenſibly- renders me © _—_ 
#0is;"whertt wonkd beas'fÞor as 
bly Tt carſ;  A®econd Bffec? 6184 
Onzte'; Whith' «is abrhing} "elſes 


ts 


Meat: fuppoſtl, 
they $009. wine lk 
Reproaches rn ps Minds; ;*WA 


& 3+ 


Eager bf Ii pgs DD 


_— —_— — —— ——— — 6446 
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muſt be: very. - reafre* to: them: 
Tb 'de" ually-vex'r '#6os owye 
Folly  rommit thote rings which we 
| jovi cds, and ber cont 
p he #honkd come to- Larktg.to 
h6-abwhys Diplafed at ines eff, and 
afr.abul; \'rioti only of -the Refletizons: of 
orers, but -6ur ows :'Ths, is,  methinks, 
»EvH; did" no ofher- ns our 
fire: Bute) Third, 'Fedr is almoſt: in- 
Joyned: with Guilt :' for- Gael 
does: net only damp- the-Chearfubneſ?, 
a#d'6nfeebk "the Yigodr, of \the + y 
i" does not only deſtroy that Confidence 
Man would otherwiſe zaturally haven 
God ' 26d revider him Cowardly and Pa- 
fiBanimoits';' but it terriffes his Soul 
with Meldhteboly ſm ome and 
indkes Hin live continually -in'fear of 
Death ard*Pariſkment. And: thus. the 
Boprprave © repreſents the fate of 'a fi 
wer's' 7h# wicked flee when woe purſue ; 
But" the © righteous are bold as # liow, 
Ptov; '28)x © If our heart condemiiiue, 
oof gener the our heart, 'aaif know- 
þ x Johnr3/'s; There is'no 
peace peace "tot A m—_ ” NO b 
8; 24. 70 deliver them; who through 
EL were all "their 'life- time 
T 4 _ 


ol —_ Loberty Gr 


#65548) 


 Subett te: bondage, -Heb..2, 15:7 beer 
Zn Sod _ 
Jucpifed 6 yh 5 ; ren 
Gy avith: tbe -denayring fret; whe 
Z u6- hal] daelt+ with :eugriaking 
Fo ;Mayaget 1s 4-1 Nor: leviany 
ane wandep, that notwithſtanding 
feaer GoMty, .of.. the. finner,. the.8pi- 
i408 cribgs the. imuardiCongition 
his. —, As. logg.as Mey :retain 
the, Belief of 7s God,-it 1ig;cimpoſiible 
they. ſhould.  wholly.;. free, themſelves 
fromithe Fear of. hirv..- \They..mmay; ite 
dgedifarges him 1n. the.Fizs of i Luſk ot 
Paſſes. : but...in. their- /atermiſioys; his 
Zerrours, Will: return; upon;glem. with 
more Fiolbnee. ... Again, 4s longias: Mga 
retain the commonPringiples.of Zeuth 
and, Juſtice; if. they. acknowle 


but 
the Obligation of. that: univer/oh Lam, 
Tine ,do to otbers,.as thou monldeft 

ey. ſbould. do. unto thee,. *tis impoſliþle 


9 ſoul refed on, their / favs withaur- 

et" and aneaſngſs. aiſag ehare-i6408 
+ but. þa5,.. more; Q@.14 2) 
any "i. t@; rat b, Tuſftice, andii Dae, 
Ea Ly Meg. LINN 
om RAIAbt 
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«in the:/World' is-ſo well efablified, 
q| 


Society ; and neceſſary tothe tolleraþle 
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a;\Zav, and that: rhey. are" atconerable 
ta-Himp\the ratural Conſcience*.canndt 
chuſo-but- by-Fees, and\upon: Occaſions, | 
ſeourge>and- torture, lance 'and' 

xn And tis a hard x "to wear 
out::hefe Notions; they- are (a. nathirel 
and: phviogs/; the' Proofs of them are 
ſoylear;' their Reputation ard \ Authori- 


and the Providence of God (0 qu 
i them. + Men. may eafily wear 
out all-ſenſe of the Beauty, and of their 
jons-I.to the Heights and Perfe- 
(hons;: of Vertwe c but ' they: cannot-fo 


eaſily do\this.in reference to Yirtve\in 
general. g becauſe "tis temper'd and ac- 
cominodated 


to. Human Nature, and 


g of the World, Men;;may 
ſoon, | Sales, extinguiſh their. Chrifti- 


 anjtygobut" not | Bo morng and "while 
pune; & > 


will leave” 2; Stain, 
dit ; and Guzlr+ will be 


them: 4r1uoh + 
wh ſaber] 


IIFD yy. 


BUN PROM: 


yen ker Authvs neg ag 
ds” that PDroth Þ fe4s: 3-4 1s 


O97 af Hhets Tie From | 
IIS Gr ves Ons 


3% "vr _—_— $6 7/6 wn Ay 

Jae" the Hd 2*1' d5' hat” dowbr ia 
Bir Lars ate hw / Whb 
; aides oO; 


Tuſe witclureittieſs: Poor 

H wg "a 6 tt whe un 
SRC Ub Irs - and 
—_— (Pety, Not npration.” "As 
will wſtheappearifrom theſy: ew 


Js is, Cobſeiends' Jepdhed ups 
: ber what if this 

tſe} and! THith + "ike | 
Grpninel bile: upon; 'the *Donovn 
bes We ant -of Power »' 


Mazhinks ug 0-.080;ſhwid vcnrre-on 
On. iahrewmed vitacs Fl 

c- 48: this:;-and much more, befote 
ane. ſhould;:reſalva to..comie\ unvit;; 
F--4y +40: bevery-/are, -thir 
theiNotion:of::8- ”-8 , and 
| the DoBtrine of Eternal F unifhnewe " 


| pony gh nary Try Win I 
| S. men == 

© Yo rpms 
= 


EE 


' of Mercies and Che 


 anithe-Dodrine. :fianian Laws 
puniſh «Sou Offence ſometimes with 
Daath:or Baviſhmew'; with loſs of -B- 
ſiate;: aad:byi:rbis; (and: divers other 
Ways; extend: the-- Puniſhment of che 
Griminaktoihis Pofterity : that is, make 
is as: Eternal as.they can: Ant ſhall-ie. 
A | [anjagh. in God $0 pai 5hs; 


. repeatedvF ofian; ; 
Ls the: Negle##-'of that great Sabie 
En top ies 

od by. the» Phearh, of his os 4p Babe 


wed. Soy -and all : this ns -4n Defi- 
avce of .the Lage of: the -Gof ” Fane 


L.ſay, be.thought | 
pilb-thu be feradle Prvniey > when 
Infinize. Govdneſs has in vain. tried all 
unaginable.. meavs -to reclaim a. Sinner; 
acti ke tacomplain:of, if. God. leave, 
tothe: Effeds of his own Choice? - 
Crs italicnares_our.- Afe(bions' from 
God, here, 6, muſt! it coeminlyr <XCiddo | 
beregers Abs aa bi Horf 
phat thols- chant d ja Re- 
gions, 


5: plain" and Keefer can find-00/ Icom — 
ſiſteacy 


po >/5 © | F I 
yew mee worker ' Or24rr6s :dwell 
which>ſhalſ\ be chafod'by'\ rhe: Projfence- 
and\6/0#3f God 6u0-of: thes dow Fed» \ 
Vos rae 0: Pens Barth. ' (or-which ”e- 
riivy- cat ever” approach-cithes 1): Aer 
itv that =bwrvandt: Datkeeſ3; wh 
Pee obe Worltor the. Bufed 


Cty 
ot ifefh-Men-ar/ of 
CEE : " Oi this 


6 Arne 
| We: ens Fir, roars | 


cy Ch rs o* ey ey Midi" Gai 
attack us by ! 2. 'I 


T1 20d Gnnnay bus think thak tho way 
Men; who:for the weff part :8r0-:0h da 
rate and>«avwſenfeble , do ſuffer: ſows: 
| _ rare returns. —  huxiety and 
:Vithy elſe are; they {ueb. avowr. 
od Enemics 10 Solitude and Retirees? 
to» all ferious-and : calm: Refleiomg, 'thar: 
they-are ready*'to- take up with'iz moſt 
trifling and contemptible: Bufragſs:or Di- 
verfian? nay; tired with a dullapd wlo- 
les Repetit iow iws'of; a Faly, they; chu 
te: * it torhew Lives End, rather 
- than be' a/pre;\ and 7 ry What 
is this but to.canfeſs, that there is: ſarme- 
ore ren -which they are-afraid::to 
2 -that there is fach a Brightneſs 
in: —_ Fraud, that or dare. ves 
Eyes: upan it, left. it: 
fill chie Soul with the Zerrours of God. 
This of Wer tchedneſs. then,.'at 
beſt, - is Ce fit only: for / Fertunate 
Ad can roab and tumble-frem 


| a ons I 
_ yer it beromes of thels poor 


| yy 


deſerves to: be expoſed, and laſhe 


"ER wary Lo 


chad are of Toſenſfibilit 
Ls "Maby "Pane on Torment 
a many a 
has he ſuffer'd firſt, i. ofteir ads! he felt 
the Womnds of Conſcience : often has he 
creifbled: and ſhrunk at the Menacts of 
Gbdl/! The Sout carr no: mote be-recom-: 
ciled to&ix," than the Body 0 Exceſs 4 
bat by 'pajſivg thorough. 
” 

| :- And'ts ie njotiwarch the white 
Mes, (0. mach in order to. be'dam- 
ved? Is it "not an infallible Mark of 


ty. Ir eofts him 


--at ſo 'dear a rate? 'To' endure 
4 ' as good Soldiers of Chriff 
Jeſus, or a'Crown, a never- fading Crown, 
thu, with them, is an rn ma chat: 

with 


the'wmemoſt fiveriey of" Spight and Con- 
fidence'; (but to: ſuffer, as it 'were, .re- 
peated ' Martyrdows, 'to gain'an Heb, 


. this is \whacthey think 4ecomes Men! of | 
their. Pavers and' Gallantry. Bleſſed: 


Sort! [* "to" What Degr 


midy Men: ofttiefinet Natu- 
rts ſink; when ahandox'd by: Thee 2 


or r rathis, when "_ rhemſtlves abandon 


Thee, 


/ 


ve A Siner does not x ſorrarrive: at 
impuelent in his: 


more than vulgar Wiſdom to purchaſe: 


ee: of: Madaeſs 2hd | 
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— Set 
y 


Zhee and-thas. Light which Thou haſt 
fer. up imvhe #0r/d 2 Qur Lord and Ha> 
fler though 


Atv þ 


. through Shame ; and Pain, Rev 
neer/s.and Sickneſs; and all the Obftarles 
that God has fat between ws and 6 0Pt: 
rate Height of. Wckedeſs. . 
-iThough ia. Sever ' may. come to 
that Paſs, \ast0 fapprefs. his: Conſcience, 
and-viafter his. Fears; yer he muſt ever 


|. be ſcious.to himſelf, of the Fruztleſ< 


neſs. and. the. Heanneſs of 2 \Courls of 
$23.- He. muſt needs be inwardly ſeafi- 


ble;: that hethas wearied himſelf ro com-. 


mitIniquity to. #0 purpuſe; that | bis 


| Mind his been. reſtleſs, and rempefiuous, | 


like . a troubled Sea, caſting, up its own 
 Mire: and Dirt : He muſt be-conſcious 

to:/himfelf, that be is falſe, and unjuſt, 
unconflant, and ingrateful ; and..in- Bond- 
age to fuch Luſts, as are meav and poor, 
and-injurious' to his Repoſe, and which 


he has often wiſhed hinkelt free from. 
| And#bs, no —_ muſk; be. a How | 


Cons 


rithe Profits and Pleafyres of 
che: awhvte World, 2 poor Compenlatiog + 
fae:ithe Los: of the Sou! :- What us: @ 
= if he. gain the whole. World, 

Geo. iAfundahs'r 6.) an theſe :Nen rather. 
chancir:iſbould::e:t::perih for ever, will: 


Yo 


m——_— 
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Condition, when a Man's own: Mznd does 
to his face aſſure him, that-he is bar 
very thing, which a the World con. 
Aemms and” ſcorns ; and'' which he: can 
not endure to be charg'd with)" without + 
reſenting 'it as the higheſt \ 4front.! Cer- 
tainly ir-were better that a#\the World 


ſhould call 'me Fool, and XAnave, and Yit- 


lain, than that 7 ſhould ca# my ſelf ſo, 
and know:it tobe true. "My Peace and 
Happimeſs depends upon my own Opini- 
on of my ſelf, not that of | others: 'tis 
the” ?mward tentiments, . that 7 have of 
ny ſelf, that ' rajſe or deje me; and 
my' Mind can 'no more. be pleazed with 
any \$e/atzon but its own, than the. Bo- 
dy can'be gratified by:-the Reliſhes . of 
another's Palate. Rl 1-42; 

- * 5/ The more znſenfible. a Sinner 
grows, 'the.more »toberable'is the Di/- 
order and Diſtration which Sin produ- 
ces in his Afﬀairs. While- Men are un- . 
der any little reſtraints: of Conſcience, 


while they are held in by. Scruples, and 


Fears, and" Fits of Regret; while, 10 a 
Word, they Si* with any Modeſty ; ſo 
Jong $i will rollerably : comport-:with 
their Intere/t, and Reputation: but as 
logn as rhey grow 3nſenſible, and im-- 

K, pudent, 
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#t; they paſs all Zounds ;' and the 
gabaent b dear and- tonfiderable' fo 
them, which they will not Stcrifice to 
their Wackedneſ,. Now: Wife and*Chit-" 
drew," CO Aion, Lon ok 3 
paAs; Oaths,' are. no fron 7A4% 

em than Sampfon's Withs, or Cords." 
Suck a'0he as 2his is very well deſeribed 
in'ttie Prophet : Thou” art | a ſwift Drv-- 
medary, Speaker 7 her ways ;' a wild AfF* 
afed'ro\the Wilderneſs; Ho Juaſſdth" up 

he" Wind at her pleaſure -in her becafoo 
tbo ci Firs ber away? Jeri 2: 22. Arn 
again; he is fitly repreſented} tot F291 
ruſhing ito hy Bartel: Pit has'as ns] 
Contempt for © his fafery'ard "ap 
as fot Reaſon and ' Religion”: Ne 
Shame, \ Ruin, and: Death, "2s: much 
| he: does God arid' (Provide iti hs. 
word,” with an impudent"and'ewd' fan 
padity; he makes all the” ha thecmnts5 
be andowe: and-fince{ heiwiS be b,zit 
were wel if he could” be\undone*' es | 
| T gr fare we have'tdo.-dvy Inſtadees' 
at--rbis:Day, ' of the miſeedhie- *and\fRea}- 
Effeftsof Atheiſm and. Deifws; 16/lebve 
any rooth /to doubt «whether { kive 
roy he Youre here or:g0.'* © 908 


7s 07 Es 


V > ' Upon 


[  CCCEET Y < 
a "=> -<—- wi > bh hit wn * w—_—w—___ - *%. 4 ——— ww - ——_— od ” 6 49 + cs 
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Yip the whale, | it does appear, that 
616,80 effend, but , incregſed;; by. 
HAYHeo: Aadaom henceithe; Pro | 
Poſuaps inicr'd. 


i Darurally: foMow,, | 
J WUGNHGE OM 18 15 bgr eds: Cond. s 
16grew/, that ifiwe.altimate. it bythe 
 cherdis:infom, 4iealth tothe Sick, 
Literty- $0: the: Captive, Dey: rq:'the 
DREJGARRE 5, WEREY, 1800 Wandring: i Frw- 
weler gia. Colth a Fort,..rm Raſevicrs 
ga Som £47408 t0 Men adjudged to. 
| Invages ror Reſemblanees of iti - Ac: ue 
Joajercwlllati warſk. term nate-with..the 
Aedascand jfe and. Pair will haveran 
bow roger her 0, But;, the: Pair: that Six 
Ne an dow, ud he Fe for 


#2 Sou Enid op es Walla. rode; 
® P , 
/ 


bp A nn. 00 SO 2x7 onrac ge AEST Pre Gb Yeo", 
2 | 
= 


am dievner, and; the Fire will not 
3 ane lit 46 Tis rrour of; ithe | Zra- 
Were be orrtected. by the approzch- 

g Jay and: his Waunineſs refreſhed at 
WRC Sagohe! comes: to but; he 
 bh96:4163 vimpenitently from che} Park 
 Unbyſbogs dof: for ever. Whenithe Day 
' *:(Gtase ian Set upon. bim, no:Laghr 
thalk exe read. his wandring Heer, into 

the Path of Righteouſneſs. and Pekce:;. no | 

Eaſe, no Refreſhment, ſhall ' ere relieve | 
(od | : | | his 


en_—I———— 
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his 76#/ arid Mefory. © While("wht Wk 
of the" Captive :bv@- Youded with: Fe?lers, 
| his Soul may enjoy" "ts trueſt' £;327ry 
7 and in the LA of Dangers, and! 0 
1 geons hike Paul and Silas, he may fin 
Ft Songs of Praiſe and Frinmph : but the 
: Captivity of Sin'defiles; op preſs, a 0d 
enflaves the Mend, hd delivers 
miſerable Man' to: thoſe intollerad 5 = 
endleſs Evils,- which inexorable” FwtH 
and-Almi iohty Wrath inflidts —_—_ 
writitade » and OFF tmacy." ' A' SHOP 
bat” wreck the” BodYy;\a fraif and\w! 
ef Bark: the Soul will derek * 
Shore, the Bleſſed Shore, where the/hap- 
py | Inbabita#ts* enjoy an undiſtu 
an Everlaſting' Czhn -:* but-'S5#' = 
| = wrack of Faith and a'good Conſcithce, 
: he-that periſhes in G does but'pats 
b- IG's fs miſerable ſtate ; for "ow the 
| wicket God will rain Snares, ' Fire and 
| *'Briniffone, fire and tempeff ; tho ſhall 
Be their portion forever, Pfal. 'rr. And "= 
Laſtly a Pardou ſends back a Condenived -1 
Crinthral to Life; that's, to Sins and Suf- 
inns; to toils and” troubles, wh 
\ if Death were the atmo#7* ton 
to'ear, world” have freed him” 
Hurt-be-that is on6e delpvered from Sin,'is 
V "”" 


ow” from Death to Life ;.and from thi 
Le- gl Hepe;.' ſhall 


Ann. $0: avoober, af Froitlen and 


IMG > £01 15 


WINOED $14 + 
5 1rd) hom. A Send Frai Py Liberey.i is 
Lag . Works; Here, |. will ſhew: Tos 
bio Finke, and: "oY but briefly, 
at: \the- Works of. Righteouſneſs Contri- 
urs mightily to: gur,' Happineſs; and 
a ately... Second, /y, That 'De- 
| WM from ..Sip. removes the - great 
bg les.and ts of Righteouſ- 
nes; andthrows, off. that Weight, which 
would. .otherwile. excumber and, #ire 
_B5/400ur Race. Is Holineſs is no:ſmall 
£ pre;no ſmall. Advantage, to: him 
who is.exerc/ed. therein, \. When .Na- 
oy is; renewed and, xeſtared, the Works 
af. Righreouſme are\properly.. and-truly 
the Warks, of. Nature; and © to do..good 
\tOVMan, and offer: UP, QUT Praifes. ms 
Devotion s itÞ. God,.-1S, £0. gratifie . the 
#Heagsh -and-4poſ, Whtfa, Tr 


& We, bave..; indeed arc.at. firſt 
g, and, ofpre 39-078 nal 
im; falſe. Pringaples. is: and 


£5: Bnt... When; 
Aarovgh thor Seed, ls = 
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the Earthy Coats they are encloſed and 
impriſoned in, and | are impregnated, 
warmed and cheriſhed by an ' Zeaven/y 
Iyfluence, they naturally ſhoot up into 
good works. Yertue - has a Ccaleſtial 
Original, and a Ccleſtial Tendency : 
from God it comes, and towards God.-it 
moves : and can it be otherwiſe than ami- 
able and pleaſant ? Yertue is all Beauty, 
all Zarmony, and Order :- and therefore 
we = view, and review, conſider, 
and retle& upon it with De/zght. It 
procures us the Favour of God and 
Man ; it makes our Afairs naturally 
run' ſmoothly and calmly on; and fills. 
our. Minds with Courage, Chearfulneſs, 
and good Hopes, In one word, Dzver- 
fion and Amuſements give us a Pancifut 
Pleaſure, an Avimal ſenfitive Life, a ſhort 
and mean one ; Sin a deceitful, falſe, and 
fatal one : Only Yertue, a -=_ a ra- 
tional , a glortous, and laſting one. 
And this is enowgh to be faid here : the 
Lovelineſs of Holineſs being a ſubject 
which ever and anon I have occafiox to 
engage in. 2, Tam next to ſhew, that 
Deliverance from $i removes the- m- 
pediments of * Yertue. This will cafily 
be made _ out, by examining what. In+ 
V 4 fluence, 


286 of Chriſtian Liberty in General... 


fluence,  felf/hneſs, ſenſeality, and the 
Love of this World, which are the three 
- great Principles or Sources of Wickedneſs, 
have upon the ſeveral Parts of Evange- 
lical Rz abreoufueſ: ?. 2, The jr Part 
1s that, hich contains thoſe. Daties, that 
more immediately relate, to our ſelves. 
Theſe are. eſpecially zwo, Sobriety, and 
Te emperance. By Sobriety, | mean a'le- 
rious and impartial . Examination of 
things ; or ſuch a ſtate of. Mind as qua» 
Iifies us for it. . By Temperance, 1 mean 
the moderation of our. AﬀcQians and 
Enjoy ments, even in lawful and allowed / 
Inſtances. . From, theſe proceed, Yigt- | 
Lance, F/ udu7ry, Prudence, mrs of 
or Patience and Steadinefs of mind ; in 
the Proſecution of what is beſt. With- 
out theſe 'tis in vain to expect, cither 
Devotion towards God, or Fuſtice and. 
| Charity towards Man, Nay axhiog 
L zood or great can be accompliſhed with: 
| out ther ; ſince without them we have 
no ground to bope for, ether the Afſſi- 
ſtance pf Divine Grace, .or the Protecti- 
on and .Concurrence of Divine Provi- 
dere. Only the pure and chaft Saul i iS 2 
fit Temple = the Reſidence of the Spi- 
rit« and. che Providence of Gad watche | 
cs | 


— 
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es over none; or at leaſt bone have Rex 
ſon to expe& it ſhould, but luch as are 
themſelves' vigilant and indaſirious. But 
now, how- repugnant to,- how incon- 
ſiftent with thoſe Vertues, is that /»fatu- 


_ ation of Mind, and that Debauchery of 


Aﬀetions, wherein Sin conſiſts > How 
incapable, either of Sobriety or Tempe- 


rance, do ſelfiſhneſs, Senſnality, and the 


Love of this World, render us? What 
a falſe Eftimate of thi do they cauſe 
us to form 2 How zrwſatiab/e do 
render us in our Defire of ſuch thiogs, as 
have but falſe and empry Appearances 
of Good ? and how imperioufly do they 


precipitate us into thoſe Szzs, which are 


the Polution and Diſhonour of our Na- 
ture? On the contrary, let man-be but 
once ev/ightned by Faith ; let him but 
once come to believe, that his Soul is 
himſelf , that he is a Stranger and 
"yes «pon Earth, that Heaven is his 
Connry, ja veins do good Works is to 
lay wp bis Treaſare in it ; let him, 1 ſay, 

but once believe zbx, and then, how 
Sober , how Temperate, how Wiſe , 
how Vi ieilaut, and Induſirious will he 
grow ? And this he will ſoon be indu- 
pa:to olſen, it" by —"""_ 
- under 
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- under the Influence of ' vicious: Pris- 
ciples, and vicious Cuſtoms. When the 
Mind is undeceived and difabuſed,and the 
Afﬀedions diſengaged, tis natural to Man 
to think calmly, and to Deſire and En- 
joy with a Moderation, ſuited to juf# 
and ſober Notions of worldly | things: 
for thi is to think and a& as a May. 
A Second Part of - Holineſs regards God 
as its immediate O0hje#, and conſiſts in ]. 
the Fear and Love of Him; in Depen- 

. dance, and Self-Refignation ; in Contem- 
plation and Devotion. | As to this, *tis 
plain,that whoever is under the Dominion 
of any Sin, muſt be an Exzemy, or at 
leaſt a'Srranger to it. The Hyfide! knows 
no God: and the Wicked will not, or 
dares not, approach one. Their Guile, 
or their Averfion keeps them from it. 
Selfifbneſfs, Senſuality, and the Love of 
&e World, are inconſiſtent with the 
Love of the Father, 'and all the feveral 
Duties we owe. him : They alzenate the 
Minds of: Men from Him, and ſet up 
other Gods in. his room: :' Hence, the 
Coveteus are pronounced guilty of. /do- 
latry, Cot.:3."5. and the Luxurious and 
Tnclean. are {aid to make their Belly 
their God;- and to glory in their ſhame, 

Song phil. 
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Phil. 3. x9. But as ſoon as a poor 
Man diſcerns, that he has ſet his Heart 
upon falſe Goods ; as ſoon as he finds 
himſelf cheated; and deceived in all his 
ExpeQations by the World, and is con- 
vinced that God is his proper and his 
Sovereign Good; how' natural. is it to 
turn his Deſires - and Hopes. -from the 
Creature upon the Creator 2 How . na» 
tural is it to contemplate . his Greatneſs 
and Goodneſs, to thirſt impatiently for 
his Favour; and dread his Diſpleaſare 2 
And ſuch a Man will certainly make the 
Worſhip of God a great part, at leaſt, of 
the BufineſS and Employment of Life. 
With 2b# he will Zegin, and with this 
he will exd the Day : nor will he reſt 
here : his Soul-will be ever and anon 
mounting towards Heaven, in Ejaculati- 
- ons ; and there will be ſcarce any Az- 
en, any Event, that will not exczte him 
to praiſe and adore God, or engage him 
in-ſome - wiſe -RefleF;ons on his Attri- 
butes. But all chi, will the Looſe and 
Atheiſtical fay, may be well ſpar'd, 
tis only .a_vain and” idle 4nuſement. 
= .and: Tag, BufineſS and 7 _ 
aveno Dependance upon it.: Kingdoms 
and C des wealths may ſtand: and flou- 


riſh, 


— 
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rifÞ, and ſenſible Mex may be rich and 
\ba Py, withont it. * But to this T axſwey, 
jen. towards God is the Fomidation 
of all tric: Fertke towards:.our Neagh- 
bour. Laws would wanethe better part 
of their Aatbority, if they were not en-- 
forced-:by:an Awe 'of God: the wiſeſt 
Eoxnſels would have no Effe#, did "not 
Pertae 6d Religion help ro "execute 
them : Aimjdoms and Conmon-wealths 
would be difſeived, and burit to pieces 
if chey\.were not united and held in by 
theſe bonds : 'and Wickedutfs would re- 
duce 'the'Wortd to one great Solitude 
and Ruin,. were it not'rempered and Te- 
firaized; not only by 'the #erewes, and 
Examples, but by the. Supplicattons and 
Fterceftons too, of devout Men, Findl- 
ly, this. is an 0bjefion fir for none to 
make,-bur the Sor7iſþ and the Ignorant”: 
Men of deſperate Confidence: and little 
Knowledge. For whoever is able. to 
confider, by what Motives Mankind has 
ever 'beea inn to be'moſt  Rirongly. | 
fefted; by what Principles the Wor 


has ever been ted- ay cine; bow 
t an Intereſt even. perifition 'has 
had, either in the Cioilieing'wnd Reform- 


4 Barbarous Nations or —_ 
| UC» 
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Succelles, of the firſt Founders of Moner- 
chies, and-the.Jike ;/ whoever, I fay,-'s 
able .to.refie4,. though but -lightly,-.on 
theſe. things, can never; be {ſo (illy, as 


to:demagd: what the 4/&;of Anigienits 


ar to imagiarit poſible.to. .r00t. up its Ax- 
thority in the World. 

"The Third Part of. Holineſs. regards 
our Neighbow:;; and conſiſts in the Ex+ 
erciſe \ of, Truth, Juſtice, and: ; Charity. 
And aombere. is the'ill Influence of Se/f- 


i/bneſs,: Senſuality, and the. Love ef £ - | 


World, more notorious than; here :: 

theſe reodring us impatient: and _ 
able in our Defires, violent inthe Proſe- 
cation! of thern, extravagant: and excef- 
froe in aur. Exjoyments ;| and the things 
of this Wer/d being Sag Gor and- fxite, and 
unable to fatigfe ſuch inerdinare Appe- 
tites ;-we ſtand in one ane2bers Light, 
in: one, avwethers way to Profit and Plea» 
ſures, .or,: too often at leaſt; /eem to do 
{o.; and 4his muſt unavoidably _ 
a thouland. miſerable Conſeqientes.: Acz 
cordingly, we daily fee that gr Paſh- 


ons, Se/fifhnef, Senſality, and the Love 


of . the World, are the #. Parents of Envy 
and Emulation, Avarice,. Ambition, 
Strife, and Contention, Hypocrifie and 


Cor- 
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Corruption,  Lewdneſs, wap and Pro- 
digality : butare utter 'Encmres' to F70+ 
nour, Truth and Tategrity ; to Generofrey- 
and Charity, © To obviate therefore the 
miſchicvous Effefs of theſe vicious Prind' | 
ciples, Religion aims at, implanting in 
the World others, of-a behiaw and. bene- 
Fcent Nature; vp poſing, Roa the Love 
of the World,-- Hope ; | againſt Selffbnef, 
Charity; and: aga inſt: Senſaalty,- Faith : 
And :to'the'end the: differents ehidency of 
theſe Different | Principles \\rtiay* bo! the 
more conſpicuous; I will briefly. com: 
pare the" Efetts they have'id- reference 
ro our” Neighbour.”  Selfiſbhnefs\ makes 
Men look uponithe World'as made for 
bim alone; anduponraÞas his Enemies, 
who doany Way” Interfere with,-or ob- 
_—_ his: Defigys : it | Seals up all our 
reaſares onfines all our Cave: and 
Thoughts: co\'ohr private. intereſt;” Ho: 
nour; or-Plealure ;:employs all-our Parts, 
Power, and Wealth, and-all' our'7ime 
rob, in Purkgit: of our particalar” Ad 
vantages!'! | Sexuality tempts a Man,” "to 
abandon the Care and Copa for - his 
Country, ' his Prixncls; and Retat ions, and 
weg the Datzes. of his Seattoh, that 
he -may a hinfelf up to ſome. ſc 
and 
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and diſhenourable Yice : it prevails, with 
him) to refuſe A/ms to the. poor, Afif- 
ance to any publick tor ..Neighbourly 
good Work, .;and even a decent, nay 
ſometimes a :weceſſary. Alowance-to his 
Family, that he -may waſte and laviſh 

- out his Fortune upon ſome vile-and ex- 
penſive Luſ#. In a word, it makes him 
incapable of the Fatigues of Czvil Bu- 
fineſs ; and much more of the Hardſhips 
and-Hazards of War : So that inſtead 
of: imitating the glorious Example . of 
Zriab, who would not ſuffer:-himfelf to 
be courted into the Enjoyment-even of 
allowed . Pheafures, nor indulge. himſelf 
in-the Tenderneſſes and Careſles.. of a 
Wife and Children, while Joab and the 
Armies of Jſrael were in. the Field ; he, 
on. the contrary,.. diſſolves. and 'me/rs : 
dawn his Life-and Fortunes in Txclcan-- 
neſs and Luxury, the ſhame and burden 
of his Coutury and his Family, at atime 
when.not only. the Honour, but .the 
Safery,'-of bis: Country lies at-ftake, and 
Prince 'and People defend it by. their 
Toil.and. Blood, What ſhould I menti- 
on the:Leve of the World? are-not- the 
Efeds of it as viſible, amongſt us, as 
deplorable 2 dogs not this, where-ever 


it 


tl. A. "oo 
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_ er to'u$ than any? 


ir" Yeigns /4Ml alt Places” with Brihe?y 
an Corruption, Falſhvod, Treachevy;*ind 
Cowirdlife> Worſe ramior” be \faif®orfe, 
and more weeds" nor''s! for” whitt So 
eties ein” thrive, or "which way ' cath 
Credit "#nd* Reputation "be" Slipported"; 
what" Treaſures," what *Connſels, -whilt 
\ what Conduit," can fave a/Peo- 
ple,*where theſe Vites prevail ?' K8& us 
now,” orithe other' fide,” ſuppoſe SSP. 


eff," Senſuality, and the Love of he 


World, 'eafhiered:; ' and ' Faith, " Hope, 


and'Charity, entertained in their Re 


what i IdEd Chinge will this eſe in 
_ World 2 how'{bon wilt Zonodr and 


pore, \/ Truth and Fuftite,” and's pub. 
lick SY revive ?” how ferviceable and 


eminent will theſe render every Man'*in 


' his Charge 2 ' Theſe are the true Princi- 


pleYf great and brave 'Ations *' rhefe, 
ſs ale, cart render oue"D y dear- 
on*: theſe" will enable ts "to'"do*\gbod - 
Works, without ' an 'Eye to' the” Retry 

they will 'make us: "Theſe" will "make 
it appear” to'us very reaſonable; to'842- 
crifice *Fottune, Life, every thi yp Wheth 
the Hononr of God, and* pubIiÞ \ goo: 


demiind ir of bs. "The Bilief \,"n 


Of Clbriftiad ay in Gel 368: 
Foe of Heaven, 'is;:4 ſufficient Hvcou: 
toFertze when all others fail ; 
the Love of God, as our  Supreamt, Gaod, 
will-make us caſily ſarmounz. the Con: 
ſideration; of. Expexce,, Difficwlty,.or 
hazard, in; (uch. Attempts . as we are 
ſure. will pleaſe Him;' arid the Love of 
our Neighbour a5 our * ſebves,. will make 
us compaſſionate to his Evils and Want, 
tender to his Ifirmities, and gy 6 of 
hu good as .ot .our. own. How happy. 
then - would theſe Principles make the 
a $4 2 and how much is ar Intereſt 
OI. -every One LO encdurage opagate 
theſe, and to — A ſus 
preſs the tonttary..ones 2 I have done 
wich the fecond:Effe. of Chriſtian Li- * 

and .will paſs 0n to the; Third, 

os as I have made 2wo- Remarks. or 
this laſt Paragraph. Firſt, 'tis very evi 
dent from what has been ſaid in ir that 
ſolid Yertue.can be:Graffedon no S! 
but that. of Religion: : that | univerſ 
Righteouſneſs can be rais'd on none. bur 
Geſ/pel Principles, who, is he t at overs 
tometh the World,. but be that th 
that Ms Tree uo 5+ 1gogee 


vouchlafed in ſundry. time by 
. An i 
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one of i Thuth, 0 ch Orme 
oHeſoi to ule Rightngufinet at 
Opry way. yo belandpidiurcd, not40abs 
Rib of! Nut are; ovi/Ho/es.: 'Butife 
Iugikaſt the Gold Probinhana of Like 
1s.und Habeiftn ab dbin day. \ four 
an& futbes in tein inven 
Bead; and the Mature: Power they-pre- 
bo on. ehoir" cwn. A to. 
tes of Yeh hoefin. i only ® 
. Deſi : the; Afevour 


are. 
of Divine rn prances is S (per 


that #vy-ſhoukibo.the lwreys pre 
Br, Who- reje@t agd: Yisbelieve. the 
ny'and- Pro-ominence. ob the Soul? 
ow 155 peſfible; theg--ſhould nov;\bo | 
over of \Piraſkre-more-than Lovers. of 
OM; whocothes believe ved 7-900 


os, haagk «pan 
Arte neuro the, 
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all their 


Sod joys got 

the Rakes 'of Yertue. - road too often 
throw off the Diſgaiſe, which cither 

Hypeerifie, or Lt fo Religzon, ones 


Notage.of Now, 2nd 
iv ; of; 74 1 orld 


| 
l 
| | 


« £280), $544 gn 


$ i” 434i 
3 . - ® 


Children," then Heirs, Heirs of i 
and: Foint Heirs * "with" Chriſt. God is 
pay Gold: \we ares. Pebple. - He'is olty 
Farker:;/ and we are: 'bis- Children; we 
are->2# fe. into bis Fawily:* hs 
| "this bs, his Deavty arty Beds 
y Bigotten Son, is ouP: {te 


3ow \fpr, our Sins, arid:  Baterceſſour i ws; 
His Sperit refides'with-us,.to' age, 
aid) affſt us ; "gs guard us, and 

: for we are ho gets 


fray ordggt F7 wu 
F 4ingrd, te «pl 


ESE 
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| OF Geir cs ri 


T1 the brad 
Kay Pevfe 
Hg + Nw, fure; we ma nejpe, now 

and tridngph ; for eerrait- 
Wy: 


work the) 
at C3 mivſt þ Poke lc; ed 


Fir wrt s-; Mas, fo db 
Hoffa ind Prhamid Men etivy &, wil 
© Aid die: of 1 WI 


find 
itt; 
fo'\unt 


Qer 1s F whom 
tho uld 
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ſhould:iws honour with, our: Soul, porn 
Bahr fe fnic Him Who. is the Aurbor. of 
beth + ox aw yo toule'es overs, i 


= d us? But this is not. alt: | 
| prove it not only to be our Dury, 

but-our 'Hpxour, and our | Z7appineſs to | 
ſerve God ;.,even on, the: ſuppoſition on 
whiclithe Objettion proceeds, and-which 
I -at ig) hoc 1. 'Tis our, Honour 
rut Elim,” welban Angels ſerve, to 
| ot thh $: 8 Heaven and i is "Barth 


bo ey c "ris 'the hi Pre- + 
pan we! can'derive from Grace or 
Natate,' to" be cypable of. ſervim e How. © 


CON. 

ceptions of Inferiour Creatures.; -and i can 
| be. hnown, c ated, a aired, wy 
"one; but ſuch as. -are but. a-. Wo 
| tle. 


odro tear LF ee Ci Lie þ Na 
davk and Crepe fell OF" Poly 
wa ” a Evert'© this will-ferve 


that whit we Tn UW Up, *e 
rieuſt feel Wit bour us. 'Sothe pep 
ent Good we' muſt Jond" vat : You 


we” mnſt-refF in, and ©#2pb/e Gur ſedvi 
oy and* this will" be our" God, this 
till /erve;/ and tdore:" Friron 


ter of +2 fall we ſerve vil 
rir$?" Theſe ate-our avowed affd i 
oo "Bnemjes, and"; abvit,” the a 


voaring' Livm," / L y dfe- 
were 10 ths ce New 


our Pelhm-Createres, eo ot fre 
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vants : 
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| <<: will-ncveri $6. 
Sc; We Ry chain Makers: Honour, 
ao rk as Kt to 
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obtains Mhen: Hs preſeribes; 1 
/ Ys / terſe bel 


us 7 tn aagtin, 


og iy l,. by Jo and. 


3 þ:x810; Aa —_ Afe4ions : But, 0n-the. 
Be, contrary, the . more. clear, and. im, 


partial our. Under andings, 3 mare. 


frees 1 te..our Wills, the. 


_abſoly 
4. IT vn our. 


and che. Pirure," Reece bu "but fuch 
a Reginianet"'as does net* rellev? ; "bit 
the Sinners AEſe: 
-< Thiv'is exarh to be | of "the 
tore of God's Service'+ And by *'the 
Conec ſlime” | itade my Olfetter about 
the* Bajiwiring- of this Head, I am'*re- 
Framed from- raking motive/ of the aye 
ghrions Bfefts of itt Yet" ſome there 
, xs * greap and govef ones, that Tal. 
wr the Compals of the Ohjetts- 
= hich 1 wt berjald wenn "The 
fob is Reft.. While Religion 
the Diferder, md reduces the 
b- ofahg— Ne. yuxp wr Aﬀettions;) it toes," itt 
ia fForne, compoſe a Fts- 
eFvy ifrour Bejoms: Whilt it &v/ogbtens 
our Mirids, andteaches ts rhe truc Fo 
tue, that Þ, "or teafdThhs"" parxt? 
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_ they" perſwade to that \which' is meas 


bye fo fee Spry and ey 
re lA of Divine Love, tg 
and Sufpit ire" all\ corebly und." caruc! 


Sin, -and Gur devoring hy tm pare 
Servir# of God, is our —_- 

from 8 y 'The Stains or 
Life-are' waſhedoff by. & 0c 


the Blot of "Jeſus : pd ras of 
God: contratts' to' vew ones :by wilful 
and preſumpricous Sin. New, therefore, 
he-can'-e#Fer into bineelf, and commune 
with his own'Heart, without any /x- 


raftneſs : he'can rele upon: his Aitions, 


and review each day when: it is paſt; 


-s 


without-inward Reged, or:Shame. ' To 


| break off a'vicious Courſe ; to vangui/Þ 


borh 7e#rours, and Allurements, when 


and#3/e;;* to be Maſter of * ones 

and\ cxrertain no © AffeRtives, but = 
are wiſe, ahd*regular, and ſuch;yas* one 
his Reaton-toweh- od duly amoege 
boy ann x Lo ard things ſc 


homo ws Vis, F they are fuk 
ficiunt ro: r peas 
fron oh? 5 _— 1th Benny, ſack 


F Ws FP os. cata tes ar "OR m 
p fe, > 
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Plagfare of e-well-eftabliſhed | Hip- 
hir.of »Righteou/ueſh, \that it, does: "are. 
than rempryſate the Difficulties, to which 
_ ether The {ttarmwmert, or the P. 
_ of, it, Ban-expolex Men: Laff: He 
that 4s xfree* from .Gadkt,..i is free from 
Fea too. :\Apd indeed; 15:-the. only 
way. to get rid of .af our Fears:: 
not by devyiug, or renouncing God, with 
Atheifs, but by doing. the thisgs that 
Pleaſe:Fhim. He ther is: truly. Religge 
ous;':t9'the only Man, who upon ratio- 
»al-Ground;- is raiſed above Melan« 
choly and. Fear. For what ſhould he 
fear? God- is | his Glory, his Beaſt, his 
Joy, his Strength : and if God be for 
him, who-can be againſt him? net 
things - preſent, nor to come ; neither 
k- Life, nor Death, can ſeparate him from- 
the {ove of God in Chriſt Jeſus. . There 
is. notbing within the\Bounds of. 7 
or Eternity, that he needs fear. Man 
cannot bare him: he is:incompaſſed with 
the... favour'\and loving kinda of Gd, 
as . with\ia Shield, But it. God  permie 
him-e0# ſuffer for Righteouſneſs lake, 
EI hind but avcreaſe his 
\Joy, and future Glory, But what 
is noſl-conflerable, Death it (elk;can-: 


not 


Þ . Chrftivn Gupta), 


wh dur Lord Jef Clrift... For 
there © mw Condewmation-'to then who 
arte" in ChriffFeſis' - who walk notiaftes 
the Fleſh" but after © the Spirit. -- Theſe 
Eonfiderations "prove t od ok Condi- 
tioa of a Servant of 6G '\ Flap 
2, in Compariſon of the re Wick 
df: vile” in Comparifon with what che 
fhaf'be hereafter, he is infinitely: ſhore 
bf ny : For and Glory of his Bud. * In. mhbis 
reſpeR, indeed," he-is yer in'a fate of 
No and Trouble, of Diſcipline and 
Probation : in this refpeRt his Perfe#ion 
and Happineſs do but-juſt peep up above 
the'Ground': "the FalneſS and- Maturity of 
both he canner enjoy, till ho COME '0 
 Hppocs: | And'rh is,” - . x 


* » 


Eg : The 'LaF#  Fruve of het 
Hh "Thar: Heaven will conſiſt: of 
all the Bleſf F, of afthe Enjoymends, 
that Euman Nature, when raiſed ito'an 
Equality with- Awgels, is capable of : that 

| Beauries and Glorzes, Foys and Pleaſres, 
will as it were; like a fruitful and vipe 


Har- 


Harveſt here, grow up therein af the 
atmoſft. Plenty and Perfeition that Onmi- 
porenee it felf will -Ere-prothuce,. is wor 
at all 'to be comroverted. Ettaven is 
the Mafter-piece of God; the 4rcvmpliſh- 
ment, and Conſumnation of al/ his won- 
derful Defgns, the /aft and moff. endear- 
ing Expreſiion of Zoundleff Love: * And 
hence: it is, that the Holy" Opirit, m 
Scripture, deſcribes it by the moſt raking, 
_ and che wofF admired things apont Earth: 
and. yet we cannot but-thixk, that this 
Image, chough drawn by a Divzme Pen> 
cx, maſt fall infinitely ſort of ir. 
For ' what" 2emporal things can yield 
Colours or Metaphors, firong and- rich 
enough to paint Heaven to the Life ? 
One thing there is indeed, which fees 
to point us to a j#/t and adequate Not#- 


0% of ary Heaven: it ſeems toexcite us to. 


frive and attempt for Conceptions Of 
_ what we cannot graſp, we cannot com- 
prebexd. ; and the Jzbouring Mind, the 
more" it diſcovers, contludes (tilt the 
more behind : »nd that is, the Beatiffck 
Yiflou> Thi isthat which as Divines ge- 


-Herally teach; does confFitate Heaven': 


and Striprnre ſeems to teach (o roo. T 
corifels | have - often' doubted, whether 
BG fy Y 2 | our 


0 CU Om—I—_ Oo - =D 


2 : Ts £77: * >= === Y 
- —_—_— _—_—_— PR = —_—> <—_— — _—_— 
= = - —__— a : ”w a 
| * 
" - FAC... ”® 4 OY . I 
24& #L 2 B/Þ. FENTON. 
: A JAE WP - TC: VE a % ho” 5 h_— we "XV TT gg”. 
—_ , . " | — —_ —__————I_—— 
; bu. DA— - ; WP _ v: 4 "5 -- —-- —__ "I py : 
_—w_ ——— + 
\ IC 4 y | $ ; 
- «« 2 \ "O@%:* \ g | ki ; In % % F EN. E W. »: 2 $ ks; 
v. o 
- D & » F a 74+ p 
* "a *% % . er t o * 4 ; & » s $ A a a \ 4 
k 2 * (4 A. ww; 4 x1 wy > wo 


c 
: 


H 


EY = Y * L - s 
p Wi 
of 


w4 (ed q 
- - H ns” © 


—_ 


lity 


of Chnjties Libeny-i Gineral. 32 5. 


AN there be between this Zrerxal and 
Majt /, and Beings which 
He 'has- forined" ont of #othing ? Ari 
when,” on this occaſion, T refleed on 
the Efettr, which the Preſence of - 4n- 
gels had upon the Prophets; and ſaw 
Human Nature in Man Sinking, and dy- 
vay , becauſe unable to fuſtain the 
of" ofne of theit Felow-C reatares'; 
br m ſelf in a Re obliged 
ſtand out no /onger againſt 
a a Notios' which, though differing from 
what was peterally © recerved, feemed 
to "have more” Reaſon on its fide, and 
to be mie intelligible. But when I 
calſe4 to mind,” that God does not dif- 
dain, even" while | we atein a niche of 
Probation, and* Humility, of Infirmi To 
and Morality, to account us not'on]) 
his Servants, and his People,” but his 
Friends, and his Children ; ; Ihegan 0 to 
queſttou the former Opinion : 
i had ſaryey'd' the RR of Fruition, 
and the various Ways of it, a little more 
attentively, 'T whi ly quitted . it. For 
I obſerved; that the” * Enjoyment is moſt 
tranſporting, where Admiration mingles 
. with our Paſſom:; where the beloved 
| |  Ohjett ſands not upon the ſame Level 
| ST with 


ED Inn g————_————__—_—_—. 
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Wigh, vs, but goudeſeends £0 meet aVere 
$4068. - 80k: 4 /piring,. 20d apitione IAfr 
feetion..; Thus the happy Favourite ene 


Jays -#: £r9c108s, : .and., ehus the 
Child. does.-with. reſpedful Lave . meer 
the tenderneſs. of his. Parent, :. and .the 
Hiiſdew and. Hertwe, which. ſometimes 
raiſes: fome eve happy Mortal, aboue the 
canmen (ze. and height: of 6. Mere 
does.. not rely . diminiſh, but increaſe 
the 1AHfedtion, _ the Pleaſure, of his 
Friends hes enjoy him, Again, hin 
Nature goyment:; Accor 
tothe various Fa hr: Saud,;and 
the Jenſes. of the. Boaly.... Owe..way. we 
enjoy Tenth, © and © another, Geodneſs : 
Qze-way. Beauty, and another, Harmony; 
and.aQ.0n... Thelc thin 085 s conlidered, { 
ſaw-:thexe was no neceſlity, in order, to 
make God the Obje# of our Fruztion, <i- 
therto 6ring Him down to any thinguor 
worr by. of his Glory,or t9exalt our Jelves 
ton. Apighs we.ae utterly wncapable oh, 
Leaflyi faw,that.we, who love and adore 
God here, ſhould when we enter jnto-his 
Preſer;e; admire and (love him infinites 
ly,more, For God. being} infieel amige 
ble, the more we.contemplate, the more 
map WG EYONEONL Devine, Roſen 


be Hafomed with" 1' P3fion we" Eras 
Aritl Pave id Rein V8 thoub?, bir rfat 
6v? Witt is5thEmilt g gf "ReS 
169; Of our £082 and"exprets 28 AR 
feeti us; for 1 met bs” Gel”. endejces fowl, 
mYYeh” Comnd?tatzont” of Hu 

Will readfpott us to the WmofF 
it cred Binds fre capable of. * Will 
_—_ that} Sold his ' Lout"in 
Mid" "Enatth WY "Spirit here; fully 
Haldsfit if Koerner > Willno# Gol wh 
Mink heje with the Foy of his Spirit 
i Tkriow not what err ways; 
Wmtimicate Himſelf in .a more 7aviſh- 
"494 FciFariek manner to us, when 
$a behold him as hes, and live for 
evet nrifcled in the Arms of his Lows 
and Glory? Upon: the whole then, 1 
cannot YA believe, that the. Beat ifick 
Piffdn 'will be the 'Supream Pleaſure of 
Feaven': yet Ido not think that this 
i5 to exclude 'thoſe of an inferiour Na- 
ture. God will be there, not only a/, 
but z# all. We ſhall fee him as he #; 
and we ſhall ſee him reflefed, in A4n- 
gels, atid al the Trhabitants of Heaven; 
my, iti a#Zthe various Treaſures of that 
Hapty Place : but in far more Bright 
YX 4 and 


ey which x F wantin | 


oy þ xe the 


Cannot atter. it;. 
the Fate of #4, Mi Tbs A 4 oh ene 
Thought of Solomon that be mult-leqve 
them, makes Lt6d the Charge. of Yawity 
and Vexation : And the: contrary is that 
which compleats Heaven ; pamely, 
that. it .is Ezerga}., Were Heaven. .to 
have an Ed, that End wopld: miake.ic 
None, 41 hat Death would be as .fbuich 
more intolerable. than. thu here,.\;as 
the Joys of Heaven are above: that 
of Earth. For the. Terrour, ;and::the 
Evil of it, would hy to be. mga] 
by the Perfeltion- of .that Nature: an 

4 ppineſs which j it would put #n:End 
to, To Die. in; Paradiſe, amidſt: 
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atone And now 
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ply aro tn err 
tr -Ttiere' was o need: off ing bows 


far + But this ſhews . what th wh: har 
Zufluence" of this DoRrine of -a Life. to 
come is ; 'a0d that it is generally owing 
10: [vfigelity, where 'tis fraftrated and 
Aefeated. What is in' tha''Cale to be 
done?- what Proof, what Evidences, are 
ſufficient' to beget Faith in. bim, 
rejcas Chriſtianity, and all Fvine Re- 
 Belation'? He that bears not (Moſes and 
 theiProphers, Chrift and his ApoZles, 
_ acithef'will he believe | though one roſe 
fromthe dead. — kk of a Life 
#6 come ws, gh by the 
Gentile World. wes indeed . very 


cad Sheard, b bik mxver extingajitn, 
Y 


F "336 © F Obrifn Taber Great, 


» 6.43% 


Ne ne been Neck Wſhitted 
ehiem"evell” tm "New WA 42 
flieir prou#” Hncifvrs.” Not” aft "we | 
Tok * wore Reg Sildnces ainvonyt = 
195;/ of alle —_—_— anoHgt the t 
Ges,” tb be Wy" Objeftion againſt rhis 
Yr timenr Of 4 Life to coir,” Tour it 
That 7th, "we" the” ubiverlet' Senſe of 
Mankingf *" decal they were\hot off 
tviconfi As tompared * tb the 
of the Few9fh,, 6r Paine Works! bat'dh 
> Drers, ard" :4pofarty froth = 
Philoſoph * arfd Nelightn received; Tc 
what” End Yhouſd' 1 proceed Ft ths 


GentHhe ant] Few to the Chriftity's wete 


Chrifftavutt) ehtettained as it wn by, the 
very /appifat 'of atly' Doabr coil erning 
4 'Life "29 2ime Would be” injpertivent. 


Fre we ltave tumerous Demorffyati- 


riot of It. Not otily the Firtine 'of 
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Fertue in 64 Life, which is: often ve- 
ry calanitous:, but even -the// , 
and. Nature: of it; do plainly evin 
_ £0. come... . For .to what End — 
tification ofthe _ by Abftratti- 
ons .und Meditations, be enjoyned, . if 
there. be nar grogh What ed is 
' thene of ; Renovation, or. Regeneration by 
the Word and Spirit of God, were there 
uo. Life to.come > One would think, 'the 
eemmorn End of this natural Life, might 
be wel enough ſecaired upon the com- 
wor Foundation | of Reaſon. and Human 
Lav. What ſhould I here add, the 
Love-of God, and:the Merits of Jeſus 2 
from both which we may derive 'many 
a«nanſwerable- Arguments of a Life* 20 
cowe. For though, when we' refle&t 
upon it, it appears a5 much above'our 
Merit, as it'is above our Comprebenfion, 
yet when oo _—_ =o RG 
Life u the Gift of -G row 
Chriſt our Lord, what eld chan gu Hea- 
Ven can WE from an infinite Me- 
ris, and Almighty Love > The Love of 
God muſt be:Perfe# as Himſedf : and 
the Merits of Feſus. muſt be imaced 
_ by the Grearnef of his Perfon, add his 
Seferings. tle that cannot be wrowght 


upon 


"by theſe. 
omen will be RR I es 
<rable.10 all others. 'Tis imwaiw't 
guewithſ/ech.a'onefrom actual Topics 
atecfers] will Fop here. : 
-::J;houldi now. hat 20:the - Third 
Tibing, the Attainment of 'Chriftian L5: 
berey.:.But this Chapter is grown much 
| tage big already: Andito the: conſide- 
ration of the Fruit of this Laberty; _ 
], have (o.long inſiſted on,; nothing ' wo 
needs.to be added; but the Obſer Auruy 
of thoſe Ales, which I:ſhall lay\down 
in the fo/owing Chapters. :For whatever 
Advice will ſecure the ſeveral Parrs of 
our; Liberty, will conſequently ſecure 
the whole. | 1 will: therefore: cloſe this 
Ehapter-here ; with a brief Exbortation, 
to endeavour after Deltverance from Sin. 
How ::weyy and powerful: Motives *have 
we.to \it2; Would: we: free our ſelves 
from the Eviis.of: this. Life:? let--us 
_- up \the Soxrce. of them, - which is 
\. Would, we furmount the: Fear.of 
-- br let us: diſarm it of 21s Sting; 


_ and this.is Sis. - . Wonkd we perfe and 
accompliſh our Natures with:-all excet- 
ng 


f/f, where- 
and Parti. 
cipatios 


oalities? *tis Rrghteox 
conliſts the _— of God, 
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 Cipation of the' Druive Nature :. 'tis-the 
cltanfin our ſelves from all Filthiveſ of 
be Fleſh. and Spirit, "and the. 
Hine i inthe fear of 'God, thiit: wut 
transforns us from Glory to Glory. Would 
we- be Maſters of - the--molt- glorious 
Fortunes 2 "tis: Righteouſneſs that will 
make us Heirs of God, and Joynt- Heirs 
with-Chriſt: 'tis the Conqueſt of our 
$:us,--and the jr Four ay". in good-Works, 
that. will make. us rich towards God, and 
lay. up for us a:good Foundation fori the 
Life. to come. Are. we - ambitious of 
Honear2 let us free our ſelves fromthe 
ſervitude of Sin. 'Tis Yertue only, that 
is truly - hozourable, and Praiſe-wartby : 
and nothing ſurely can-entitle us -to-fo 
oble...a Relation ; for this ailjes us-to 
God, \;.'For-.as our Saviour ſpeaks; th 
oaly: are the. Children of Abraham, w 
do.the Works of Abraham ; the Cb3l. 
dren. of God, who de the Works of God: 
Theſe ;/are. they, who are born:ugain: 
+ \the Will. of the Fleſh, +br of the 
of Man ; but of God: -Thele are 
5 who __ incorporated into the Bok 
dy of. Chrift ; and: being, raled and ans 
——_ by. bis Spirit, are entitled.'to all 
the m— Effefts. of- his Merit-agd- In 
terceſe 
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gerrefion.: Theſe are” they," th @ word; 
who:have overcome, and wrl,” ane day, 
fit dowwnith Chriſt in bis Throne. ; eVer 
as He alſo ruercame, and is ſor Ie 
bis Father 'iw his Throwe, Rev. 3. + 
Good God! how abſurd 'and Mveng 
all-our Defires and Projetts '#ret We 

of the Evils* of \the World ; 
and yet we hugg the Cauſes of then, 
and” cheriſh rthote Yices,” whoſe fatal 
Wounds are ever big with-numerous 
and intollerable plagues. We fear Death; 
and would get rad/of this Fear, ' not þ 
diſarming, 'but Alirpuing its Sthig'; 
by ſabduing, but forgetting it. We 
hve Wealth and Treafare : but *tis that 
which 'is Temporal, not Eternal. We 
receive” Honour one of anothey ; but we 
feek not that whech comes from God on 
We are fond of Ef and Pleaſure ; ang 
_ at the fame time we wander from thoſe 
Paths of Wiſdom, which-alone catt bring 
us'toit. For, in a word, '*tis this Chr+- 
fan Liberty tharmakes Men taly free: 
not the being' in bondage to' no Man, 
but to #o $7» : nos the doing” what we 
&#, but what we dupht. * *FisChr5fh: * 
an Liberty that makes us" frily grear, 
and” 2ruly glorious ? for this aloe - 
| ers 


JC — 
Oe DO IEA Io 


Figaro 


= I AL mae». Wo - ON ee an 


ders us, Servierabla.to.erbers, and Ee | 


19 ub wy Sling 4s with 4 aud 
Peace, and » making ns abound in bage, 
FO the ower of the Holy Ghoſt, 
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'7 THatever \ Didficulties. the Do- 
Vi) , drine of Original Sin really 
be. igvolved in, or ſeem at keſt to 
ſome to. be ſo, they will not concern 
me,. who am. no further: obliged to 
conſider. it,- than as it is. an Impedi- 
ment 6; Perfection :. For though there 
be much Diſputes about Original Sig, 
there is:latle. or. none: about Original 

Corruption: z the Reality of this. is gene- 
rally: :acktowledged, thoygh the Guile 
the Sinfulnes os Immorality of is, be 
cantraverted. And thengh there he 


Diver- 


. nity, Yit there is no ; gee made 
ul No it Hcives and” "inliguner to 


aQual Sin ; "and is the-' e&piot- of 
Human Folly, and Wickednefs, -* All 
Men 1'think, are a therthas is 
a Byaſs andfirong. nfon"in our 


Nature towards the Things” of ' the 
World, and the Body ; That the ſubor- 
dination of : the Body to the Soul, and 
of tlie Soul to God, wherein confiſts | 
Righteouſneſs, is ſubverted and: over- 
thrown : : That we have Appetite which 
claſh with, and oppoſe the Commands 
of God, not only when they threaten 
Violefice to our Nature, as in the Caſes 
of "Confeſſion and Martyrdom, bat al- 
fo when they only prune its Luxarian- 

rand Extravagance : That we donor 
only defire ſenſitive Pleaſure, 'but even 


to [nn Degree, that it hurries, and 
tranſports us, beyond the Bounds, that 


Reaſon and Religion ſet us: Weave 

not only an Averſion for Pain and Toil 

and Death, ' but to'rhac Exceſs, that "te 
us to renounce God, amnd- 
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as ts Originel, Liv... 
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d to. Entertain the Belief 


ae Eons {g prone to ter. 
I UTR and contfiti 


ar Delire s within, this viſible World 
ag, our orci 


lahyes, ao. r .than the mortal, and 
BP; -Iahabicants of it ; that this 
l6{h,. and. ſordid, proud and 
Mg falſe, ſubtle, and contenti- 
ous "the eadlefs Diſſurbance of Man- 
kind and. our ſelves. That this I fay, 
is the- ate of Nature, that this is the 
Carryption. we Labour under, all Men, 
I think, are agreed: And no wonder ; 
for did .a.Controverſie ariſe about this, 
there would be no need to appeal any 
further, for the Deciſion of it, than to 
ones own Experience ; this would tell 
every. ane that thus it is in Fat; and 
Reaſon, if we will conſulc it, will tell 
us,: why it is ſo: for what other than 
tag þe the Condition of Man, who 
crore World with a Soul ſo dark 


te of Divine Light, ſo deep- 
wY into Fleſh and 
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and to look upon oup | 


— 
P 


: pe 


AT 


- _—_— - —_  —_——_ MF VEIN Wert hee wg TP POET” 7 | Or 0 mag ps 


336 : Of Libertyur ir relates 


It Wy the Charms of Pleafare) Und the 
Bonls of Intereſt) Convenience 'and/Ne- 
coy ty. This/Account'of Original Cor- 
Felon, agrees very well with 2bar St. 
Pau! gives us'of 'it,Rom;*7: and elle- 
where : And with that Aﬀſertion of our 
Lord and Mafter, on which be:builds 
the neceſſity of 'Regeveration by Water 
and the Holy Spirit. Joh. 3. 6." Thar 
which 1 born of the fleſb,” is fleſh; and 
that which i born of the Spirit, i $pi- 
rit. Having thus briefly explained, 
what I mean in this Chapter by Orjg7- 
»al Sih, I am next to conſider theſe two 


Thi Rs 


r. How far this Diſtemper of Nature 


is curable. . 
Which way this Que Is to be 


| eſfetted. 


As to the firſt Enquiry, 1 would: not ' 
be underſtood to proceed in 'it=-with a 
regard to all the Regenerate in-General, 
bur only to the Perfett; for the ſtrength 
of Original Sin cannot but be -very | 
different in new Converts, or Babes in 
Grace, and in ſuch as are advanced to 
. an Habit of Righteouſneſs. This being 
premiſed 
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| Ground - reſolve... That. Original. Sin 


io the: Perfect Man,..may.. be to far.re- 


duoced-and\mafter'd, as-to give him: but 
very' rare. and. Shabt Diſturbance. | This 
ſeems to: me evident ; from / the great 


Change, that-muſt be wrought in him, 


who is converted from a Sinner into a 
Saint; If any' Man be in Chriſt; he 3s 
a' new Creature: old things are pa#f 
away, behold all things are become new, 
2:Cor.:5. 17. and it is hard to conceive 
this new Nature, without new Propen- 
fions,'and- Inclinations, not only diffe- 
reat from, but repugnant to, our for- 
mer Original and Corrupt ones ; or at 
leaſt we muſt ſuppoſe this new Creati- 


on, fo far to have reformed and cor- 


rected the Man, that Original Corrup- 
tion has loſt the Strength and Force, 
which before it had. This will be 
--more-clear yet, if we obſerve never 
ſo: ſlightly, the. ſeveral Parts of this 
great'Change. Firſt, the Soul of an cx- 
cellenc Perion is filled: with an unfeign- 
ed:and habitual Sorrow for, and Dete- 
Nation of, all Sin; 7 hate, faith -the 
Pſalmiſt;.every falſe way, And how in- 
conliſtegt is the ſtrength, .and Heat of 

may, E% corrupt 
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corrupt;, Propenſions, with the Tears 
and Ayenſians of. a true Pengent2 how 
tame.is the Body, how pure tbe Mind, 
when the Mans. poſſes. — firm 
and holy: Indignation-againſt; S1-when 
he iflives. in; = pious; Tenderneſs: of 
g-cantrite- Spirit ! Nexe:.the: Squl of: a 
goad: Man, is poſlefled with an ardent 
Love: of God:and: of - Feſwsy. with 8s firm 
Belicf; and :a: Ready Hope: of - a. blcf 
ſed. Eternity-;\ with.eolightened Eyes he 
beholds the Vanity of all earthly Things 
and-admires the Solidity,; the Weight, 
and Duration of Heavenly, Glory: «: he 
a riſen with Chrift, and: aa ſeets 
thoſe things that are above where Chriſt 
fits: on = right: band of God:: He has 
ſet. his. Aﬀedtion on things. abave, and 
wot. on things on.the Earth ;: for he us 
dead, and: bis Life is. bid with Chrift 
## God, And muſt we not now fſup- 
poſe ſuch a one - cleanſed and: purified 
Som all corrupt Aﬀectians, when: the 
very Bent of his Soul is.quite another 


way ? muſt we-not-ſuppaſe : the. Force 


and Strength: of depraved Nature; over- 


 powred and-ſubdued, by theſt heavenly 


Aﬀections 2 How-mortified: nault ſach a 
Man be'to the World and to. amy + E 
| ow 
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how feeble-is the Oppoſition, that in- 
feriour Nature can raiſe againft a Mind, 
inveſted with (o abſohate and ſoveraign 
Authority, and -endowed with -Light 
and Strength from-above 2 Laſtly, the 
Perfe&t Man has not only crucified the 
Tnordinate-and finful Luſts and, Aﬀedi- - 
ons of the -Body, but has allo:obtained 
a great Maſtery even over the natural 
Appetites of it ;' how elſe can it be 
that his 'Defrres, and Hopes, arein Fea 
ven; that he waits for the Lord ifrom 
thence; that he deſires to - be -difſotved 
and #0 be with Chriſt ; and groens to be 
rid of the corruptible Tabernacle of the 
Bedy 2 He that's thus above the Body, : 
may certainly be concluded, to be in 
ſome- degree: above, even the moſt na- 
tural Appetites, He that has ſet him- 
{elf free in a great Meaſure, even from 
-lis. Averfjon to Death, 'and in his Af- 
FeQAian'at leaſt very much loofen'd the 
bond, the knot, that unties Soul and 
-Body, may certainly very: reaſonably 
be preſumed to be much more above all 
-eOvetous, ambitious,or wanton Inclinati- 
ons. Theſe are the Grounds on which 
Lattribute to the Perte&t Man, fo high 
-a Degree of- Freedom from Original 
L 3 SIN 
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Sin as F-do in-the Propofitionlaid down. 
-2 ly. But yer do hot! mithe/ leaſt 
think; that che-moſb:/Perfe: Man up- 
on' Earth; ''can forextinguiſh: the-fparks 
of Original Corruption, :but:that-1f he 
do 'not” keep uy Warchiand'Guard'capon 


| himſelf, they will gather-Strebgth- and 


revive again : And'the Realborof«this'is 
plain; becauſe it chas'a Foundationtin 
our' very Nature. The Diſpute -con- 
cerniing the Exiſtence of "Original Cor- 
ruptionin us after Baptiſm, orRegene- 
ration'is, methinks a very needteſsione: 
For if ir'be about rhe Notion- we ought 
to entertain of it, thati is, whether-ic 
be properly Sin or net,” this is a'Con- 
tention about Words ; for 'what fſigni- 
fies it by what Name we call''this Re- 
mainder: of Original Pravity, when all 
grant, that the Stain and Guilt of 1t; is 
waſhed off and pardoned : But-if irbe 
about the Force and: Efficacy ot it, this 
indeed is a Controverſie:of ſome 'Mo- 
ment ; but' a very: fooliſh 'one; an -one 
ſide: for 'to what-purpoſe:can-ni be, to 
fay a great many 'fubtil-and puzling 
Things againſt a'Trath, that every: Man 
teels and-experiments-at ' one' tyme-or 
other. ' Upon .the' whole- then;' I oy 
her: So[1L.05 7 WRER-17 Hoo alek 


————— 
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Ld 


chus defaribe'the Libereyi of the Perfect 


Man withireſpe&t'to Original'Sin- He 
has 'morfSfied-it, though-not utterly ex- 
tirpated it, he has ſubdued it. thodghinet 
exterminated. it ;: and 'theretore- he: 18 
notionly tree}from- ſinful and-inordinate 
Lufts and-Aﬀ/eRions, bur allo, in a far 
greater \meaſureithan- other Men, -froam 


thoſe-infirmities and Irregularities which 


are;-as it'were, the ſtruglings and Ebul- 
litions of Original Sin,:nort' yet ſutHei- 
enly- tam'd. - He has advanced his. Vi- 


Qory-very far,/even-over , his natural 


ites ; he has no ſtronger 'Inclina- 
tion: for 'the Body,: or for the World; 
and the "Things of it, than ſuch as be- 
comes a Man that is poſſeſſed: with-a 
deep ſenſe of the Vanity of this World; 
andthe Blefſedneſs 'of another. The 
World is in a high Degree crucified .to 
him, and he counts all things but dung 
and: droſs' in compariſon with the. Ex- 
cellency. of ' the knowledge: of Chriſt 
Jeſus his Lord. His Sorrows and his Joys, 
his Deſires and his-Fears, be the occaſion 
never'ſo juſtor lawful, paſs not the mo- 
deſt Bounds of a wiſe Moderation.He de- 


fireswithout Impatience, ' cares and con» 


trives, hopes and purſuey, without Anxi- 
ety,or Sollicitude;he is cantious without 
(OY £ 4 Feap 
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Fear. audPubillanimity, he.is @dwithour 


Dejection or Deſpondency, and Plealanc 
without Vanity.,. All-this downs ſhews 
him;not. only, to-have.conquered Sinand 


Folly, but mn agreat Meaſure . allo, tus 


_  pataral-Propenſion. to them. .- But aker 


8, tbis happy Creature -muſt; rentem- 


ber, ;that be 15s ſill in the Body, 46. the 
Body: whoſe Appetites will ſogn5paſs 


| beyond: their due Bounds, if; he:he: 4n- 


dulgent-or carele(s.;-he:muſt remember 
that.he is not immutably boly;: his'Un- 
derſiandiog is not; fo-elear and-bright, 
but.[4hat 3 may: be deceived; -non-the 
Bent of his ; Aﬀedtions. fo ſtrongly; {et 
uppn. good, but that they may be per- 


_ vetted ; and :thereiore he-muſt be. fo- 


ber. and vigilant, and fear always. | Thus 
have I-lated the:Cureableneſs of our 
Original. Corruption. - And as-I think, 
L have plainly the Countenance of Seri 

ture,:fo Idonot fee, that I inthe leaft 
Flaſh -with+ that Qlauſe,: in the; Ninth 
Article of our-Ghurch,:which affirms 
eoncerning; Original :/8in ;thus- 4rd 

this. Infe ion of, Natane doth: remaingyea, 
in them: that ares ted, whereby 


egenera | 
the Lui of the Fleſb, caled in: Greek 


| Sririuees emers, which fome do expound 


wr va dom, FR ſenſuality, ſome "the 


Aﬀecdt on, 
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_ Afettivn, Jome the'\Dofire of whe Feefh, 
£: i909 ' $0: the" 'Law of Godl.-* For 
this \miuft not be tinderſtood ſorely; 85 

if-che Fleſh did always Luſt againſt the 


Spirit inah6Rehonngs, but+boly: that 
the R 


and 'obnoxious:to'theſe 'Luſtings ; w 

on ſuppolal;' thit the Perfect Man __ 
here' thought upon-by the Compilers 
of this Article, imports no Contradicti- 
on toany thing I have delivered. ' Phe 


Truvh is; | have aſferted -homore con-. 


cerning the: Cufeableneſs: of Original 
Corruption,” than- what-is -neeefhry to 
ſecure'the Ztereft of Holineſs, as 5ell 
as|the Honour 'of the Word and Spir7t. 

F have too oftetrhad occaſion to oblerve, 
that the -ſtating our tion'£o re- 
duce Original 'Corruption too laxly, 
-miniſters-not a little to the Caraal Con- 
. dence of ſupine ad | caretaſs Perſons. 
How greedily:do {ome tmbibe, 'and how 
fond are they "of this Notion," that the 
Fleſh, even in tic e, does al- 
ways:Luft 
'nexs thing' is, 'to look upon their dar- 
-ling- Errors, -as unavoidable Infirmities, 
flowing from - the uncurable: Diſtem- 
Gs Original Sin: | To therend _— 
| ore, 


epgenerate- themſelves are liable 


againft ehe Spirit ?>and-'the 
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fore) chat under Colour and Preenes of 
7e In ality of-a; perfe-Cureand 
Reſtiturion/of:'6ur Natare to perfect 111- 
nx&&nceatd unſorted Parity, we'miy 
nof' fit down' conenred-irr* am timpure 
State ; and never advance'to thoſe: De. 
grees '6f Healcly and Innocence; which 
wensy;! and onght:actually arrive-at;” 
I' thiok-fit here; to'guard the: Dodtrine 
of Original Sin, with tlus _ _— 
Caution, OOF 
That wobe very cara: not: to wy 
ſtake Cbntralted for Natural Corrupti: 
on; 'not:to :imiſtake: a! Super-induced 
Nature, Yefaced by all- the 'Slime and 
Mud, which: -popular Errorsand Faſhi 
ons leave upon it, for Original Nature, 
or Narare 1in- that State in which it. eqs 
ters the'World: '*'Tis'I 'donbt; -a very 


| hard thing-to"find,” but one vrrived: At 


any Maturay of Years, in whom -Nz- 
ore 15 theſame thing now, - that'it was 
in OO = Cradle.;' in whom - 
theſe are: no»worls ' Propenfions,” than- 
what neceflarily  flow-from the Frame 
our Origin Depravation,-be"it what- 
it-will; is'very: 'berimes 'improvedby 
Falſe Principles! and fookſh :Cuſtoms'; 


by 


-t0 © Original Sin. . 


by acareleſs Education,and-by the Blan= 


diſhmentsand Inſinuations ofthe World 
and- every\Man is-ſo-partial to biaſelf; 
that he is very: willing -to-have his De- 
fects and Errors paſs under-the: Name 
of Natural and- unavoidable ones, -be- 
cauſe ithis ſeems to' carry'in it its 0wn- 
Apology. This -is-a | fatal- Error and. 
coatinues Men in their Vices, nay gives 
them-peace in-them too, to-theirLives 
End; for why ſhould not a Man for- 
bear atteraptiog -what he- deſpairs of 
cffeCting 2 To prevent which, I carneſt- 
ly.. deſire my - Reader to conſider, that 
all, who have treated this Dorine of 
Oripinal Sin with any Solidity or Pru- 
dence, do- carry the Matter as far at 
leaſt, as I have done : They teach not 
only that Original Corruption may be 
Prund and Lop't, but that it may.be 
cutidown, mortsfied, and dried up. That 
ſince :no Man can aſſure- himſelf how 
far. he may advance his Conqueſt over 
his-natural Corruption, and the Intereſt 
of. every Man's ſafety and Glory ob- 
liges him to advance it as far as he can, 


he muſt never ceaſe fighting agaioft ir, 
while it fights a bim. * That ſince 


every. Sig is ſo far Mortal as-it is yo- 
' lunta» 
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luntary,; and has as-much Guilt in it as - 
Freedom, | every 


Man-ought to be ex- 
treamly pg eaſt he be {ubjeceo 
any Vicious Inclination,/ that is in: Reas 
kty the Product not not: of Nature, -but-of 
Qhoice... And Laſtly, -fince- though 
much.leG than habitual Goodneſs may 

canſtitute a Man in a- State of- —_ 
yer: nothing/leſs can produce Perfection, 
or a coaſtant Aſſurance of Eternal Hap- 
pineſs, : \ therefore no. Man-ought to. ac- 


quieles,. while he {ces-limlelt ſhor t of 


this; and gvery. Man-ſhoald remember 
that his Goodneſs ought to. caaliſt: ins 
Habit: of thoſe -Vertues, -to which, he 
is by -Natute the -moſt ayerſe. 1 have 
hed My firſt Enquiry,and-re- 
{ſolved how {ar gn Sin 1s curable. 
ig On ls, | | 


by —- How this ks 2H be elfech- 
ed. And here 'tis; plain, what we are 
t0,8im-at:i0-general ; for if Original 
Righteoulneſs conlilts, es T think it can- 
nat -be;doubted in the Sybordination of 


_ the Bady: to: the Soul, andthe: Soul to 


God; gad -Qriginal | Corruption i in the 


Sabverſion of this Order, then the Cure 


muſt; conkſt 1n-eeſtoring this Subord;- 


nation, 
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nation: by the weakning. and redycing 
the Power of the: Bey, and by quick- 
ning and ſirengihening the. Mind, and 
ſo. xe-eſtabhſhing its Soveraigaty and 
Authority. 'The Scriptures: accordigg- 
ly. kt us know, that this is the great 
Deſiga of Religion, and the great, By- 
Goel? of Man, L Cor. 9, BF. And eve 
xy Man that ſtrrveth for the Maſtery, is 
temperate inall-things. Now they do 
it to, oktain a corrupteble Crown, but we 
as tncerruptebie. And this St. Paul flu- 
ſtrates © and explains by his own exam- 
ple 1a the following Words. 7 there- 
fore ſa: run, "not as uncertainly : ſo fight 
1, . not as one that beateth the Air : But 
1 keep under my Body, and bring 6 inte 
| Subjetizev. The Prelerence, given to 
the Cares and Appetites of. the Body 
or of the Mind, is the diſtinguiſhing 
Character which conſtitutes and demon- 
ſtrates Mancither: Holy or Wicked, chey 
that are of tha fleſh do mind the thi 
of the: fleſh, and. they that are of - 
Spirit the things of the Spirit, Rom. 8. 
And the Threats of the Goſpel be- 
ong to the. Servants of the Fleſh, its Pro- 
miles to the Servants of the Spirit ; For 
if ye. live after the: fleſh, ye- fhalii dye: 
tut if ye through the Spirit do mortifie 
the 


- 
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he deeds of ' the 'Body,” ye fball Iroe, 
Rom. 8:229/"© - Ze" that foweth ts bis 
Boſb, ſhalt" of the: fleſb reap' corruprion': 
it be that" fowerh ts 'the Spirit; fhail 
of the Spirit reap life everlaſting,” Gal 6. 
8.) Tgrant' that in 'theſe Places, 'dnd 
| eſfeiphere 'very commonly,” as bythe 
$pirit''is meant the Mind enlightened 
and' aided by the Grace of God," ſd by 
$.. the Body or Fleſh is-meant+ our infer; 
our Nature, not juſt ſuch as irproceeds 
oa of the Womb, but as it is further 
depraved by a Carnal and'Worldly Con- 
verſation. - However ſince 0rigi#al is 
the Seed,” or Root of Yolutary or: Cu- 
Nomary+ Corruption, theſe 'Texts* do 
properly and direQly eaough, ſerve-to 
*the Confirmation of the Dofrine' for 
which they are alledg'd. This' then is 
the'great Duty of Man, this is the great 
End: which he is always to have in his 
Eye, 'the mortifying the Body, and en- 
rirely - fubj vgating it to the 'Reaſon'of 
the' Mind. Here the Chriſtian Warfare 
-muſt begin, 'and here end; for he who 
"has crucified the'Body with the Lufts 
and Aﬀe@ions thereof,' has entere@-in- 
to reſt, ' as far as this-Life is capable of 
it : He that laiesthe Fontndation-of Mo- 
bow | | " 


2 OO mr” 


rals. here, does build upon a Rock, and 


be that, here- puſhes his Succeſs. te. the 
utmoſt- point, has-reached the higheſt 
Round -in the Scale- of. PerfeRion, and 
given the finiſhing ſtrokes to. Holineſs 
and Vertue.. This I fay then, he that 
will be free, muſt-lay down as a gene- 
ral Rule to himſelf, from which.he muſt 
reſolve; never to {werve ; That he is 
by all rational. and poſiible Methods t& 
diminiſh the Strength and Authority. of 
the Body, and increaſe that of the Mind. 
By this we. ought to judge.of the Con- 
veniences or, Inconveniences of our 
worldly-. Fortunes ; by. this we. are. to 
determine of the Innocence or Malig- 
aity of ARtions ; by this we are to 
form and. eſtimate our Acquaintance 
and Converſation, and by- this we are 
to judge of the Beat and Tendency of 
,pur- Lives; by this we are to. regulate 
 our- Diverſions ; by:this we may relolye . 
of the Nature -and Degree. of our Pleg- 
fares, whether lawful, whether expedi- 
eng. or not; And in one word, . by this 
we may: paſs a true Sentence upon the 
Degrees, and Meaſures, of our Natural 
-AﬀeRions. - There are many. things, 
that' are in their own .Nature indifte- 
oj rent 


| af Liberty as inveletes 


EI 


rH char Toy not--ſo"'to me: 


ations” ” that" it | is 8 -very-hard 
matter ge Cafes, to-Uefine nice- 

ly and ftriAly what is lawfut or. unlaw- 
2h "But 1 am-fure in; ell Caſes this is a 
ge yt fe Rule _ = are to aim 
at revethnimg /t uthority of 
our Minds, ih the weakning che Force 
and [Power of our carnal Appetines. - By 


Praifes the Light of his Underflanding 


cones to be obſcured, the-Authorizy of 


his Reaſon weaken'd, and che Tender. 


_ of his Coriſcience to be fo much ' 
blanted and worn off. ''Andi-when he 


has diſcovered this, he mult avoid theſe 
ru as temptations - and fnares ; he 

hun theſe Paths as thoſe-that lead 
aw Pati and Death; and' whatever 
he finds to have a contrary Tendency, 
theſe are the things that he 'muſt do, 
theſe are the things that-he' muſk Sta- 
dy contrive, and foflow, how ' happy 
would a Man be, how perie& would he 
ſoon grow, if he did condu@ himfelf 


by a Aker how little need _— he 
ave 


ce every Man Ou oht to ex 
_ amine himſelf, by wig by-what 
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nd 


to > Original Sin 


have of outward Comptorts ; how SE 
value would he have far "Power and 
Honour, for the State and Pride of Life > 
how latle would he hung after the Plea- 
ſures of Senſe ; what Peace ſhould he 
conan \ wieiay when .he ouch do 
nothing that-ware r t.to o; 
for of his Mand.;  o_ 


would he abound with, he ry ol : 


have ſo many daily Proofs of his Tg 
grity, as.the.; living .aboye the  Bady 
would give. him 2, and how would all 
this frengihea- and! exalt the Mind ;- 
whaz. Flights would it takes towards 
Heaven, and how invincible wr A 
prove te all Semgearions 2 Jiag ? 
Perfect that Man;. who ON 

'Y po - 


dom of God thus within 
Life 4s hid with. Chriſt in 
Chiiſt who is his Life ſhall appear 
allo.thall appear with bim in pines 

This is-%- compreea ve Ruls, FNcs f 


well purſued, fufficient of ics ſe] 
the Work 4 am here aiming at : 


that it may. be more caſily Tcduced ro 
Peaftice, | think iz not amiſs, to take 
a rnore - particular - View of it; And 
then it may be reſolved into theſe 
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wi... We  wuſt tay! cue Reſlruins up- 

«75 by 'We F va Vitwigorate ang fortifie 

the Mind, ney by the' wy 7} ghr:vf:the 
bare oo pode the*Grace oPrher boly; Spi- 
"and partly: 


"accuſtorningit/to re- 
hy ard” "wich 


raw: -r three uw? nw 


| 4Y (#4 


7 _. : —_— . 
” # of © *s / 


8. "x "hs to ths eRevicagE ace: 0 


wh »0n'the Body, whatthe y are,” we 
ro ; 5 ys wg ;{for 
'F t, t E eſſy torbi us'to 

eq; Aﬀedti "of! the 


hodbur to our holy Profeſſion; bit'ato 
fe they have an ill Tofluence=apon 
Atrength and Liberty,"the Power 


26d Authority of the''Mind:; *Dearly 
Belovell I Beſeech you as" Eggs and 


, fs $9 abſtain from fiefhly* 


s which 
upninst the” Soul,” i - Pet, 2. [tx. 


And whoever entets' into the: account 


of *things, will cafily diſcerh thisto be 
_ -true; there is a Deceitfulneſs"in "Sin, a 
Feaſulity in Luſt; Who- ſees not that 
 Khere is more Artration in the: Pride, 


and 
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and Oftentation of Life, than in the 
Simpliciry/t:and-Plaingely) of it;; That 
there is more Temptation, iand Allures 
mend incRiot. and, Juxury ,-, than. in. 
frugality::a8d-ai Competency 2. that the 


Iqmagitation;of:a S/oway himſelf cannot 
but beyrecchedly abulcd; if he give, is 
leave-ro wander and;wanton 1n:variety2 


In a word, ifthe Mind follow a carnal 
or worldly Appetite and' Fancy in - all 
andDebauches, it will ſpon 
{ milerably-ignflaved and . in» 
> it will be, wholly in the.Jo- 
tereſt; of-the , Body, and. wholly given 


figd <it: 


up te-rathe Plealures, of it, Secondly, 
 Thoughthe: Scripture do not prohibie 


ſame i States or Conditions of this; Life, 


«llied-to;.. or at leaſt-wile, at, leſs .Ni- 


Rance from the. Zaſts:of., the Fleſþ than 


and; prrfue.them-':; Thus St. Paul, Rage. 


Apoſtle. does not here oblige avy Mgn 
 or-to;fly. from thoſe Adyantages, which 
- God's Proyidence-aad :his own Merits 
- Jive. aim - 4 jaſt Title to; . but 1CET= 
tainly:he goes ookgs the Chriſtian.gor 
$07 a 2 


to 


& ER. - 


—_—____ ”— DD — 


_;336. 


"of Liberty: us It ines 


to aſpire 


comminds us ia Honour to prefer'ohe 
certuinly...he- does not teach . 


_ vio Ford avdl Raiment; Yet w' bd theve 
man rw daagaes 


nby fondly to pride [wimſelf in-facce 
of. this kind: fo when-'s lite after" te 


another, 
howceo tab, - bur: ow to-act, not how 


t& coupe and--compliment, but how to 


our {elves conſonant to thoſe No- 


ties: with-which Charity towards our 
Neighbour and Humility towards our 
ſdlves ought tok 
- we are not forbidden to be rich/; '0o 


Tha again 


Mars boupdio firip bimielf of thoſe 
Polltfions which the: ts born to; or to 


«(hue out that Tnerenſe,: which Gad's 


OSD yo Diligence :netu- 
p bring in. Sd ered oe 


_ afev. Riches , ' or 10\ walur our 
ſales pon them; | and commanded: bo | 


bevomene with thole \chings! chat' we 


Iver); and; Sono ar ewe 


vaokjoy it with Modeſty and: Thank- 
falaeſs, mer: nn Rey, 
»79m.'6. 6,9, 8,4" ne 
Covtentment © grow gain fr wrdragte 


0 his Warts, od it (as Cov 
rals we ras carry nothing ons," and he- 


fat 


ambitzouſly to grear-Things, 


Pl into; tonpration; and, a — and 
into mary: fooliſh, and burifal Lugts, 
which drown Men in. Deſirudtion | anel 
Perdities. - For the Love of is 
the root of all Evil,: which white ſome 
coveted after they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themſelves therow 
with many Sorrows, Ver. 17, 13; x9. 
Charge them that are rich in this Warld, 
that they be wot high minded, nor tra/t 
in wncertain Riches, but in the livi 
God, 'who giveth us 'all things richly to 
enjoy. That they do good, that they be 
rich, in good works, ready to diſtribute ; 
willing ta communicate. Laying up. in 
Store ' for themſelves a good foundatidn 
againſt the time to come, that they may 
lay held on Eternal Life. And to myl- 
tiplyno more laſtances of Reſtraints of 
this:or the like nature, \thus we ought 
'to ſtand affected _— Praiſe and 
Reputation, Intereſt "and Power, Beauty, 
Strength, &ic. We mult neither "be. 
tod latent upon them, nor enjoy them 
wich too much Guſt -and Satisfaction ; 
tor this is that Diſpoſition which ap- 
pears tome to ſuit beſt with the Spirit 
and Deſign of the Galpel; and with the 
| A things as being of a 
Aa a 3 middle | " 
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the exa?? Degrees and: 
iff which Nature "tiſt be ſtrialy con- 


and Maſter feems to me, 'to'give 


vbrds of our- Lotd'T'may joy: th6(@'of 
4 fer the Fleſh, yer now herceforth"biow 


ws him nd more; 2*Cor. 5.46, " 
Anſwer of our Lord to's Dilcipk, "who 


35 "aid t6 ki whd bepg6t 


_Of Cabiriy war eaer 
get ſort,” arSequally Expele 


. 4 
Of 


bounds our ky _ weteſary- Ap 
petites, not'fo Tauth by nice2y defining 
' Meatiires'with- 


tained, as by exalted Examptes, of, nd 
Exhirtations to, a Spiritual, opp and 
heavenly Diſpoſition. Thos "our" 'Lord 

'give (ome 
cheek 'to the ſtream 'of natural Aﬀecti- 
on, and to call off his Diſciples'from-it 
to the Conſideration of a' Spirituz-Re- 
lation, Mark 3. 34 35- And he opked 


rod about” on” 5 Ws which fate about 
him, and ſaid, behold my Mothiv" nd 


my Brethren For whoſoever ' fhall*'tlo 
The” will of God, the ſame # my Brother, 
and my Siſter, ard Mother... ich 


Bc. Pail, henceforth Know we no Ml 


would have defere'd his following him 
fit. he had Buried his Father," 'Mar#; 8. 
Kive-ta 


g9 
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go:and bid farewell, firſt, to. his Rela- 


nans/and Domeſticls, Luke 9. 61. dor 
plainly countenance, the Doctrine I here 


advance i;and ſo, does. St. Paw, 1: Cor. 


7.29.1@oſten cited by.me, Not that our 
Saviour. or-his Apoſtles did ever accoung 
our-natural on arin and zmy- 
_ pure; for tisa Vice. to be without them, 

Row. x. 31«.00t that they went about 


to. diminiſh, or abate,. much leſs tocan- 


cel. the, Duties flowing from them, no; 
They -anly. prune the Luxarzancy of an- 
taught'Nature, and . corre. the Fond- 
neſs .and; Jufirmities of Animal Incli- 
natians,. , Qur natural Aﬀetions may 
entangle: and enſlave us, as well as un- 
lawful agd irregular ones, if we lay no 
Reſtrgint upon them. Renge indeed, 
makes them the Seeds of Vertue ; ' but 
without it, they eaſily Derry us into 
Sin-and. Folly. For this Reaſon I doubt 
not;jleſt, under pretence of ſatisfying our 
moſt.natural and importunate Apperites, 
we.{haould. be enſnared into_the Love of 
thiyWorld, and intangled.in the Cares of 
it,qur Sayiour forbids us totake thought 
for. ta, morrow, even. for the weceſſarzes 
of to.merraw, what; we ſhall. eat, and 
what wi (ball. drink, and where-withal 
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_ Seripture,. which if ary; Nan oblurue, 


hoom cefrized, we ſtand-in need, ave 


ee. ot: : COS! It, "6s 


we ſhall ie clothedy Mate. 6.;. The are 


the Refiraints.. laid ypon the. Body in 


he will ſnon diſcern Hhimlſelt as —_— 
fied and freed from Qriginal Coreupti- 
on, as. Hamman, Nature .in (this Life is 


ſapable.ch. Aed that be mays 


SE 2ly. He muſt fortifs and; vine 


rate. the Mind. And this mulk;be done 
16iwith - 


twa ways, Fact, by policing 
the Knowledge of the Golpe| and he 
Grace of ths Spirit. i = ie gr 
drawing» it oftett from the Body. 

to the tormer Branch of this Rule, he 
Neceſlity of it is apparent ; ſince the 
ſlate of Nature i ſuch, as has before 


ply of Revelation to exlipbres us; but 
lo {o. of Grace to firexugthben 7 us 3 Of: the 
. to excite us to exert all-the 

Force and Power we tuye ;. of che Lat» 
fer to enable us to do that which eur 
natural Force never can offett... rem- 
not be here expected, that Gould tear 
of the Operation. g\ i, grind 


_ cations do war iagh 


para nethe ir Ft Hage” 

dinionand Prayer, and's carefel 1 Con. . 

formity to the Divine Will, obtain and 

abr Aoeln H 
a umptuous 

nels peieve 'und extin &. ''As "to 


the Knowledev of the Goſpel, I hall nor 


need'to ſay 'nuch here ; I hve confi 
dered:rhiis Wareer in the Chapter of 11h- 
' mingtion 3 and ' will only obſerve that 
the-Doctrines/of the Goſpel are fuch, 
as if they be thoroughly imbibey, do 
eoatwmilly raiſe us above ti ſtats of Ne- 
ture; atid ſet ns "free from 'the Power 
and Prevalence of our iginal *Cor- 


tha we ER 
he Soul, That 
ear. Souls ure property our ſelves; and 
Thit our | adrtgy = #cw oth 
Thav. God 4s'irnſelf} our Sovercign 
Good, andthe Foun” of bl inferi» 
 cony'Godd+ thit ou? PorfeBtion and Hap- 
piteſs con iniebs 'Loye'thd Serviceof 


Him 


of Libera i relates 


th 
ant 
ow _ 
_— 


Him j 'Thit<weluwve! amighty Maxdia-) 
rour who vhs Died; forrus, 'andueyar! 
toms bonne = u9y. bp 

tible-andou 
and that fadeth;cinot 2away,/:i5! robennd; 
inHeaven,: for alt: \meck; fairhful; and. 
holy:Souls,: Were: we, Iſay,>but: once: 
thoroughly perſwaded of theſe Tiniths, 
with-what Vigour-would they umpreg-: 
nate our Minds? how clear: would -be 
the' Convictions, of Coaltience ;. how 
uncontroulable the. Authority-1of -Rea« 
ſor; how ſtrong the Ioſtints and/Pro- 
penſions of the Mind towards: Righte- 
ouſneſs. and Vertue » Theſe woyld-alie- 
nate the Mind from the World-and the 
Body, and turn the Bent of it another: 
way; theſe would inſpire it with other: 
Dofires and- Hopes, and-make it'-form” 
different Projects from what it had/be- 
fore;; old things are- done awgy, and. all. 
things are become” new. ' The: Second: 
Branch, of this ſecond - particular Rule; 
is; that we muſt-accuſtom our; ſelves to; 
retire frequently.from: 'the-Commerce. 
and. Converſation:of the Body. - Whes- 
ther the Eating the-forbidden Fruit did. 
open: to the. Mind :new; Scenes:of Sen» 
uality,. whichit thought not. _ 7 
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fo called ir-down, roms Sereniry and 
'of.s more'pute aod:contemple-: 

tie TLife;/ to NE the turbulent; 
--mmerſing cit':as7ft- 
wereby: this means deeper-into the: Bo: 

dy; Iprerend'not tojudge.:- But tis-$Er=: 
tain;” a'too tao intimate-ConjunRion of: 
the Miadwith the Body and the fatisfas 
Qiong'of it; does very: much debaſe ir 


Res xr pen 


"Tis our: great Unhappineſs that the 


Sout is always in the Senſes, and | the: 


Senſes are'/ always upon the World; 


we: converſe 'with the World ; we talk 
of the World; we think of the Worldy: 
' we. project for the World ; and. whas. 


cam [this produce, but a carnal and 
wotldly' Frame of Spirit? We myſt 


meditate Heavenl "Things 3 We muſt 
have our Converſation-in Heaven ;; we: 


muſt-accuſtom our ſelves .to inward: 


and Heavenly Pleaſures, if we will have 


Heavenly Minds : We- muſt let no day: 
pals; i wherein we muſt; not withilews 
ourſelves: from: the -Body,: and ſeque- 


ſter:-oue:: ſelves from 4 World; that | 
' we'tay converſe with God: and our - 


own Souls,” This will iſoan enable - _ 
to:diſdain the 'low-and-beggerly- ſatis- 


actions ofche ourmard Man, wake 


—— 
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Ke ; Liberty in. general, I-bave the le 


ilang to bg, {ct free from. the. Weight 
hes beef Body: $0:-breath in 
purer, Air; ang take our fi! of, refined 
and ſpiritugl-Pleaſure, 1 bave inſiſted 
tins long on. the, Cure of Original Sin, 
not only becaule/ it is the;; Roos; of all 
qur, Miſery, but alſo, becauſe there- is 
Afonity between this and \the 
Sin of lofirmity, which Iam; next to 
{peak to, that che ſame Remedies may 
be preſcribed $0 both : fo that Iam al. 
ready. eaſed of a, part of the Labour 
Aoich I muſt otherwiſe. | puey—nan 
10 the. following Chapter. 

i, Lam now, by the Laws of .my own 
Method, -pbliged to conſider the Efelts 
of . this Branch of Chriftran Liberty in 
the Porfei} Man; and to ſhew whit ler 
fluence it has upon bis Happineſs. - But 
having, SeF4. 1. Ghap. 4. diſcourſtd: at 
large of the ents ra Fo 6 PerieQion 
$9 our Happine(s; and in 8of?. 2,- Chap. 
3«.of tho beppy feds of the Chriſt 


gap] Ka ſay mo on potent: 
x 1 cannotwholly forbear ogra 
thing of ic. The C ayer Origi- 
oal Cotr , Suchas'l have deſoribed 
3%: raiſee 19 the kigheſt- c__ of 
td 


Pere 


Perfection chat or Nature 1s  pable. 
of ; \inakes makes'/Þim approach the- neareſt; 
that- y-ean, to the Life of Ani. 
gels ;- woryrk him on the Mount:of 
God, ' where Grace, -and'Joy,. and. Glo-- 
ry, ſhices always on himtwith more dis 
_— | ens IR OG 
? Love rruty Tiappy 3 now 
the" Aﬀurance of the Mint is never-in« 
——_— its Joy' 'never over-caſt 3 It 
fp rpetual Calm within, ad 


2-pe 
is with's peculiar Luftre that can. 
| , caonot be | 
Sound: Gint and partial Refemblanees, I 
confels; of this 'Vertue,: or ; rather of 
chis Srate or Conſurrmation oF it; hafis 
E thouph' very 'rarcly,; Gen in fone 
rly--firokes of. Nature. 1 hive 
obſerved :infomerhit fincameof T cas 
per; in-others that Coldnels endl abſt. 
Imets QCommand over- themfdves with 
reſþe&t to the Pleaſures, and id {event 
that innate Modeſty and Humility, that 
natural Indifference for the Power, Ho- . 
nour,\and Grandure of Life, that [ could” 
ſearce forbear pronouncing that they 
had' fo' far each of them eſcaped: the 
{@f Original Corruption , and 
couldinot but bleſs and love them.” = 
aitcr 


'' Liberty as it pveliver - 


aſter all, there ok vaſt Difference be- 
tween theſe Creatuxes of Nature and. 
thoſe of Grace ; the Perfedhion of the 


TR 
s \n 


a Cameaing 1 
_— + infinco pr *ehagrs as 
which add” ſortiething” of rye 
atid"Majefty 'toit that *Natare” wants”; 
ThePerfe&tion: of -the-one' is indoed; ea- 
Ke:tocirs- (elf, and" amiable; to: -others, 
but tlie* Perfection of the' other. 4s: 
ad: Glory: within, and” tommatids": 
'Veneration us well as Love fronrall: it 
coverſes":with; i Bleſſed Stare t when 
þ-—- 'F "areain- re oe Innocence! 


. . h 1 Y 4 C ” Cc * v# "o % : : ; , Þ 
4 OBS FRA PS SY - , SHEA VRGS 


BIR AILY, 90008 UERI DNTE(S Qfr 1000 V BI 
2g IM 46 INSY © Ba P. 
DER OOPS ff 147 RIIY, > a1URQ bris. 


4.0 35:343% It I. YITSIQL. AL  7A1 


IC 5'"y (443 At oh E "fa $2 T + Þ 37 oy o_ 
q If he Yh bo & wp - "ol : yew? 

2f7'' ir} FiO > 3.2375 DY 

Of Ho! 


ny 


Lk valet to $6 ” 
"Inforngiy.. | 


work YN of , 2 SIT>7 "2 
46560; Lo. pY.I if « 12394hr: + By «62 


"1 His -is: 6 Subi6fh;1 brncin the; we 
2. ry Being "of Holineſs or. Veatue, 
the(Suftinties: of Man, and: the Zlouur 
of\God;.are deeply: 


intereſſed : Fo _ 
allyare.nor fo, we deſtroy the: Rotor, 
or-evacuate the Neceſlity of Holine6;; 
[endanger- the Salvation of Man, and 
bring-a RefleQion upon. God. 26:2) Fa- 
vyourer-of Impiety. On the ather: hand, 
i6ve aflert thoſe Sins damuab/e, which 
are: not- really ſo, we miſerably 
plex and diſturb-the Minds: of Men, 
and. are:highly injurious; to -the:Goad- 
#efiof God; repreſenting Him :a5'a:&- 
vere and intolerable Maſter. . But how 
important ſoever this Subjet be, there 
Is no other, I think, inthe. compaſs of 
Divinity, - wherein -ſo many Writers 
have been ſo unfortunately engaged ; 
fo xhar. it/is over-grown with Diſpute 
and Controverſie, with Confuſion wo 


"Of Liberty as it relates 


Obſeurity, and numberleſs Abſurdities 


and Contrgdiftions, . This I have 
_ neceſfary toobſtrve in the En-. 
my. Diſcourſe, not ta inſult. 
formances of others, or to raiſe 


in the Reader ary preat ExpeRation for 
my own ; ; but indeed _ a quite con- 


to-b>Rvourible He .of what I 
here offer] towards. the eeaoing the: 
Do@rine ' of Sins 'of Jobrmity uxe- 
| nr ao preventing the . Diſſervice 

CNS about is” do to Rell 
| g——c 


By A of \lnfimiry 
and Hhoderns,'P apafts, and "Proteffants, 
do 'I think, anderſtand fuch: Sins as are 
confiſtene with a Seate'of Grace and 

Favour x from which the beſt Men are 
geves entirely freed in this Life, though 
they-be not impure to'them. This 
then bring #aken for - granted, | ſhell 
Roque inco be Tings 


x; Whether there be ary fach Sins ; 
Sias in which the moſt | Perfact live 


and dye” | 
2196] 1] there are, what theſs be. Whas 
it is thar ditioguiſhes them from Dom- 


able or Mortal ones. 3. How 


both line | 


———— 


| #0 Sins of Infirmity. 36g 
- 3: How far we are to extend the 12 
terty of rhe Perie& Man in Relation to 
theſe. + | EEE Es, 


x. Whether there be aay ſuch. That 
the beſt : Men are not without Errors, 
' without Defects and Failings, and that 
not only io their. paſt Life or unregene- 
rate State, but their beſt and moſt Per- 
fect one, is a Truth which cannot, one 


would: think, ohe controverted : For 
' what, Onderſtanding_ is there which is 
not liable to Error? what Will that 
does nat; feel ſomething of Impotence, 
ſomething. of /rregu/arity 2 What Af- 
_  fedions, that are meerly Human, are 
ever coniFant, ever raiſed 2 Where is 
' the Faith that has no Scruple, no Difi- 
dence, the Love that has no Defe#, no 
Remiſſion; the Hope that has no. Fear 
ih it 2 what is the Szate which is not 
liable. to /guorance, Tnadvertency, Sur- 
priſe, Infirmity 2 where is the Obedience 
that 'has'no Reluftancy, no Remiſneſs, no 
Deviation  Fhis is a Truth which, 
whether Men will or no, they cannot 
chuſe: but feel; the Confeſſions of the 
Holieſt of Men bear Witneſs toit. And 
the Pretenſion of the Quakers, to a Sin- 
1” ifs 


. 
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rode re lag "Abfiver, -vne fare 
etninent'of them, makes to o_ 
on, which. charges them with arrog 
ting - and 4fſuming tothemfelves I 
ty-and* Perfection, wiz.” Thit they 
were fo far. ible and -Perfetl; a: 
they *were Ye by 'the ©Spirit 'of \Godl. 
For what is this,'biit to'deſert and#trray, 
not defend their Cauſe? "Tis plat chen, 
as to Matter of Fat, chat the moſt" Pey- | 
fe' upon Eavth fre- not wither Pekil- 
ties and Infirmities:;"and- fich' Infiemi- 
ries * is "diſcover themſelves in anal 
Slips and Errots. But the Queſtions, 
whevher theſe are'tobe accounted Sas 2 
I'muft confels if we folftow-thte 
Eanguage of rhe” Scripture, we*fhonſd 
_— oe h_ by ſome other" Name ; 
this goes fo nereNfy w derftand 

Sto, a Delbert Franſpreflion of =_ 
Law of God, that i& will*be-yery-dith- 
\ exile ro produce many "Texts wherein 
the Word Siv is uſed any otherſenſe. 
As to Leyat Pollations; I haye notumuch 
confidered the matter. But as'to' Hp- 
ral ones Famiiti ſome Degree confident, 
that the word':Sin 'does/geners Nis 
feſuck a 4 1:5 asby che: Gt l 

Cove- 


boon it coin avy: onher .[cnſe; 
ElayYarddy 3 fory if Iibe:notomughi io 
ſtaleery.'the; Scniptare i; cpes; /omer imees 
cult thoſe: Infitmitics ham now.calking 
of\Sin.\ But-what- if at, did” not; 2; Dis 
plainzi That:every Deviation. from the 
kaw of God; 1f-it:hasany. 'Cancraronee 
of the will in-itz isuntric@ ſpea 
and tis as plain the Gaiawie daes 
wequently. give:us baci Dofariptians.and 
©haxacters, and ſuch:Names :of theſe 
Sins' of Infixrmity; as:do oblige us: both 
to ſtrive and watch againſt them, and 
repent of: the.:: For. it calls them 
Spots, Errors, Defets,. Slips, and: the 
like,. . Bur, what: is, Laſtly, moſt tomy 
purpoſe, it is plain; That this Diftind&di- 
on of 'Sins, into\ Mortal, and Veaial, 
ex: Sins. of Infiroaity,,] has its Foundati- 
enin ;Eexts of. xe. \Nu- 
.rhirous are the 'Fexts'cited-to this-pur- 
paſs: » Bubhe that: will deal fairly maſt 
cones; thar they: are moſt of them 
inproperly and: impertincathy- urged, 
as relaring'/either to Falls [into 'Tem- 
_ porat'Calamicy;;, or:to Mortal; not Ve- - 
aial; Sine';'or:ta the! Sins 'of am; yare- 


Jo” Wate ; _ to/a comparative 
Bb 2 Impu- 


th 
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of Lily's as & "Telates 


ITrmpurity, I 


*Freedom': froit. ' 'Peliberate- 
_ Sin; and (to admit” of another fort of 


with reſpet''to God; "" pit Opn 
flion/frequent'ih Job. 'I will there- 
fore' content my felt” to cite three or 
four; which ſeem not{liable to theſe _ 
ceptions, Deut,”: 32: 4. they bavt torr 
ted rhemſelves ; their" Spot 'n "not the 
ſpot of his Children :' They are ''a'per- 


werſe and crooked Generation. Here two 


things” ſeem to” be'pointed- out '£0''us 
plainly, Firſt, That the Children''of 
God are not Wirkiout their Spots; 'Se- 
contly, That theſ&are'not of the ſame 
Nature | with thoſe of the” wicked, 'in 
compariſon with whoſe wilful and 'per- 
verſe "Tranſgreffions, the Children*of 
'God are, elſewhere, pronounced blame- 
tels' without Offence , 'without” Spot, 
P/al. 19. 12, 13: ' Who can underſtand 
bis Errors ? cleanſe'thou me from ſecret 
Faults: keep back: alſo:thy Servant fr 

Preſumptuous Sins, ltet.them not bwve. 7% 


*miniou over me, then: ſhall "F be upright 


-and: Ifball be iwnocent" fronr- the” great 


Tranforafion. Vere:again the” Eſa 


feerns to: metro (place Uprightheſs*in 


s os 


-mra———— into which, even -up- 
right 


—— 


— 
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| lip. ſometimes. Nor. does 
his [ara ra = aſlert-Venial Sins, 
but; he; ſeems to-:me, to ſuggeſt. the 
| and Sources of.thew, namely, 
Fa kcret. Diſpoſitions in our Nature 
to.. Folly. and Error, which be prays 
 God.to, cleanſe and free. him from more 
and«mare ;. cleanſe thou, me from ſecret 
Faults... The word: Fault. is not in/ the 
d ; but. ſomething of. that kind 
muſ be ſupplied .te render the ſcoſe 
entire. 10 our; Language. The wards 
of Solomon, Proy.;2.0, 9. ſeem to relate 
to; this, Carruptionlurking 10 us, and 
never utterly to. be extirpared ; Who can 
fay..1 have made my Heart clean, 1 am 
uy from, my. Sin2;For.. if, this:ſhauld 
applied ro Mortal: Sio, everyone 
ſees, . that it will.contradiQ a. hundred 
places .in Scripture, : which attribute to . 
Rightequs Men, Purity of Heart, :and 
Deliverance from: Sin. Laſtly, James 
3+.2<.,We are told. plainly, that in ma- 
»y.. things we offend all, n1aiouw amav- 
75.5; Nat -Sinners only, but . Righteous 
and, Upright, we ge have their, Defects 
_ and. Slips. .., And accardingly.there:is 
not any. Life which we have the Hiſto- 
a of 1n Scripture,. how excellent ſo- 
Bb 3 eyer 


_ eh/Pcrfortbe,atates We mavee wit 
(anne! of theſe: trroutdedÞy ng dvill | 
fromthe (ervralMnſten Phe. 
po nr ter quent 


hn Shanipbe th Sabo: any 
fea, :*He thurwfindll freppret thisPlace 
of: Mortal ur \Prefuinpmuoss (Sins, will 
both eontravict theSeriptures; (which. 
_ door Br .oin:qhe} matrer'of 


avrong'rhe Memo 
2rMd, 1d ny ana ing him þ/ 


of 
WickedraG ata ofe'Shinr” . Nor does 
tharmmke'iany thing again —_—— 
heddds:in 8 \heapVannk, "i 
JEPer - Of ton hofor mg Vane 
ine \[wiqwities hizoe takew-hold upen me 
 fordiat'\Lam-wot 4bleroileokuphi1 ForA 
do not-affirm (that -the Pſainifſt faere 
hasreperd:only\w'Sins of "0s 
_ elfively/of-orhers, no, hertechons Hil 
r,cand 'f@Yiſcerns the 000 ag 
_ gravated by the'other-; 22nd thetBuily- 
of alt: together very 'far eahanſed. ' Nor 
a Secondly, ihtereſs -ynyiif6lf herevin 
: / between Proteſtdnts ant 
Papile. "whether 'Sins'of Unfranify ave 
got | WANs) "in their own "Nature 
EF - though 


: - A "Y 


, +.t0:Swnof of Jefpencity.\- v 
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vangat of Grace2+:Nor- do. 1, Laſbly, 
cxappige' What: a vait: Heap - of Sins of 


Iafrmity- 

Gtilt ofrthes or that” alone were i not: fo 
— T have then, 1 think, proved the 
eſtan; having ſhowed 
of Mankind; 
wickehe Scripture; [Fhat [the beſb Men 
have their Iofermitiesand:Deſes; And 
' that: theſe may. properly; enough be cal 
ledSins, Ithink itduperfluaus to prove; 
that they conſid with./a. | ftate-ob Salva» 
tioniz ſince '"tishatby: any, 'that-I know 
of; denied ; and may be; calilhs: enough 
made. out, "from what: I: have. already 
faid:- \F'am now to:Enquire, - 


$23. What: theſe Sins be. ;. and.hows - 


diſtinguiſhed tfxony Mortal or. Damaable 
ones. To. this-purpoſe we:| may. dts 


ſtinguiſh Human AQions ( under. which - 


| compriſe both Interaal and! External.) 


into thece ſorts, Valuntary, Involanta» f 


rf rar cvaghl 


F thu T There AY YA properly and 
truly Voluntary; ſach-are thole:delibe- 
rate Tranſgreſſions: of a; Divine: Law, 


though not - imputed«under the Cove: 


maj amoupt: to,. though: the 


ws REI in Oppoſition, to. 


> io-relates 


the; dire rages ener "of Gonſcks 
ence; he knows the:Action- is forbid; 
he. ſees. the Turpitude. and Obliquity-of 
@; heis not ignozanto the 
denounced againſt. .it;*and- yer he: ver- 
tures. upon 4t © This is plainly Mortal, 
Damnable Sin, :and I: cannot think; 
that: any Circumſtance or Pretence 
whatever, can .xender it Venial.. And 
therefore I muſt be-pardoned, if 1 can« 
not 'be: of- their- Opiaion, who ſuppoſe, 
that-.the ſmalheſs; of. the Matter, : the 
ReluQtancy of Conſcience, or the Length 
and: Force 'of a :'Temptation,. can ſv 
ſaiten and mitigate a Voluntary Tranſs 
greſſion, : as to! diminiſh it into: &: Sin 
of Iafirmity. 1, As to the:ſmalneſs ' of 
the '\Matter. Some cannot |but- think 
thoſe Tranſgreſſions Venial, whichiats, 
for the Matter of them, ſo flight , and 
inſignificant, that they. ſeem to: be at 
tended by: no miſchievous Conſequence, 
nor to. offer any  Diſhonour to: God, 
nor Injuſtice to Man. Bur [ doubrthis 
Notion of Venial Sin. has no i Solidity 
io. it; For cither Men perform: ſuch 
Adtions Deliberately, or- Indeliberately, 
bnowing, thera; toi be. ſinful; 'or-belic- 
ks to: be: 4nnocent. Now - if 
5} > GS, we 


; Plain,” + The Firſt Notion hit 
chury May has of Sin, is, that it' is for- 
bidden by;5and diſpleating'to God: ; and 
then to do '!that deliberately, which we 
know will :pfrovoke God, is ati-Argu- 
ment of a fearleſs and irreligipus Heare; 
a Heart deſtitute - of the Love''of God! 
the Love'of Righteouſneſs, and Heaven, 
Bat-if a Man tranſgreſs in a trifiong 'In- 
ſtance indeliberatoly”; this alters the 
Caſe j for the 'Matter not being of Im- 
portance enough to excite the Intention 
and Application of the Mind: and there 
being conſequently no'Malignity of the 
Willi an Aion, where there was thro 
Concarrence of ' the Judgment, I'can- 
not-burthink, this may very well pals * 
for” ar Human. Infirmity;' for all' the 
faulrthar eatFbe hers laid tothe Charge 
of 'Mant"is,' Ihncogitancy or Inadverten- 
ey:3/\nnd that''t00's excuſuble 'a' one 
_ as"canbe' Laſtly, where: the Matter 
of un'ARion 'is very" trifling-'and in- 
conſiderable, {and draws afivy it no'ill 
Conſequence, either” with _—_ - 
0 


BD Crngas pf Foo DivinePt 
ont. -The DiſtigRign vf the tool 
nigoCev enough here! ; it i boſe the 
w, batnatagain(k it :  or-1t mages 
the Eenter, bue./ nor. the Deſign aud 
Ioteccion of 'the Law. of God, I earn 
not think that it is conſiſtent with the 
laſivite Goodnes of Gods to puviſh fuck 
a+ ihele' with Brenna]: Miſery, op 
thas it.can become a: Man of ſenſe; © 
rioaſly to affkick his Soul. for chem.  J 
far my wn average? Gs 


—— n —_—_ 


12. ):out Saviour plainly 1 
phemous Ward, if that ela 


Saviaur, of every. adle 
ta bs One Lang 


nera] Dofwine, 


carding 
Hee 5 ; pod rptng rnnty 


;8SPracious: 


agunſt bs a, advances a _ 
.then, by an kille Word, 
a wicked one, as 


from 2 Junge a0 and nav 


ES | 


* Tſtifed, and Thy thy words = 
alt 
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FM Raillery,c of the Ginnts. l NTT, was 


Boy: TT lowed, by Jeng, Bu 


encrally. made up.of F,Prophaneneſs_ and 
Wantonsef { 5.0r. - brisk and; | Ironies, 
hs pos \both fram the Ca pany 
it: in; a»9 #4 Any, 
ine(s- and Fookſh a ts .and 
from. the, CharaQer,: givea it in com 
mon with:the. other two.- T# cu avi 
xarrz being, the very fame, that is. gi- 
ven the moſt infamous, and vileſt Luſts 
and. Paſſions. Row. 1. 2.8; Things. not 
convevient ws a dimiputive Expreſſion, 
plying ſuch things as coftain much 
Turpituade and” Wickednefs in_ them. 
a0 as appears .by. his. Notes,_read 
z, in this place, fooliſh;ſpeaking, 
'%; va or and.) Jeſting.;, which ( as he 
obſerves ) makes Jeſting the ſame thing 
with. fooliſh , Speaking, -or;Buffoonry. 
And juſtifies that ar Jeſling, which con- 
fiſts in,.'a-pleaſant, and divertive Face- 


tiouſnels | from --x Hinge. 438." 27,2 

King. 3« 2:3». 1a 14. Ix 1 _. 

os Sk that. the meer Re- 

urge aod;Oppoſitioa'ok Conſcience 

againſt $in,'is. ſufficieat-.te conſtitute. 

8 vin of ETOP: Aad. this. has Fae 
\*._ ceive 
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to Sins of Tofrny. 
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ceived no ſinall Countenance, _ th ach 
att Inter rpretation of Rom: 7. as makes 
Holineſs" ta'be netting elſe but a Vicif- 
fitude! of Deſires and ,Aﬀtians, repug- 
mart to .one'another.; But at this rate 
no: Man's Sins would be Damoing but 
his, whoſe Gonſcience were ſear'd; and 
when -ones Heart* did condemn one, 
God would be- ſure to acquit ' one : 
which- agrees very” - ill with' St, John, 
If our heart. condemn us, God 's greater 
than our heart: and knoweth all things, 
x Job. 3.21. No Man, unleſs arrived 
at a Reprobate Senſe; cando that which 
' $5 evil without Reluctancy ;. ; for his 
Conſcience will forbid him, as long as 
xt has the leaſt ,Degree of Tenderneſs 
47: it ; and reſtrain . him as far as it 
has power. And as to Rom. 7. it has 
been abundantly conſider'd ; and, I think, 
ſufficiently proved to belong to thoſe, 
who are the Servants of Sin ; as Rom, 8. 
does to thofe, who - are ſet free. Sc. 
Auſtin indeed - tells us, that he. under- 
ſiged that Chapter ar. firſt as the Pela- 
£axs.. did, for.a Perſon. ynder the Law, 
and pnder the Power of Sin; Bur. that 
he found bitaſelf conſtrained bf Mi G 
0: underſtand. it of St, Paub him 


EI 


of Liberty ar it rides 


Reaſons: Tis dares in me, rhur ye 
mn does: 


- this Opinion _ as little ground as whe = 


are indeed, ſome of grear Repmation, 


fiſir you” fo be tempt 


of tis 


L will ot xanly the Selkdicy: 


_ of -Opi Tip 
: Forhe i | p 
ſtate fave of Holineſs to- conſt wid as 
of 'Deliberate - Sin" 'apainſt -Condcibnee 
that lie will -not/excuſs nvabh;> as t6- 
beltions Motions and Appetites, if con- 
n_ to. All that he contends — by 
Man from this Chapter'is, That 
Lapted 1 Nature wilt fomerimes exert 'it 
(elf, a9 i the beſt 'Men; "in diforcier. 
mper'd Appetices. - 

Sing i" which we fall either a 
power'd by the ſtrength, or 

out by the Afſiduity | Dp Length Foo 2 
Temptation, pals for Infirmines. Bat 


ewo former, T can find no. 
that countenances this Notion.' -There 


who have promoted it ; But; -f think, 
the words of 'St. Paut make! againſt it, 


xCor. 10. v3. There bath no temprats- 
 Ow'Faken y but ſuch as is conmn''vo 


Mar ; 


uw God i faithful; who -will-wor 
ed aboud that you 


are able; but' will with the temptation 
alſo 


_ 


ons... edt. oo - co - 


= _ fo Sinvvf Infleniy. : 


— 


alſo wake) d way to ofeape-; oboe p= 
te able a bear 54, The = 
; - y tainly, to engou- 
Hans'apainſt che biggeſt Temp- 
© og urane of Relief from 
God, proportionble'te one Neceffities-; 
and - conſequertly - muſt imply, that if 
we yield'to a nm cpa *eis-vur own 
fault. God expects, we ſhould fiand 
frm, under- the / - Trials. Be 
thou faithfal-unto death, and T'will give 
thee a Crown of Life, Rev. 2.10. I 
him that #vercometh will 'l grant to fit 
with ime in -my- Throne,, even as 7 alfo 
evercame, wil am ſet town with my Fa- 
- ther in bis Throne, Rev.3. 2. But 
whoſoever - ſhall deny me before | Mew 
him mill-T alſo deny before my Fapher 
which ig in Heaven, 'Mats. 20.33. If 
cheeefore, /by Sins of Tnfirmity, Men 
man, ſuch: & are-conſiſtent' with the 
ſlate of. Grace, -z..c. ſach-as, good Men 
may- frequontly fall-into, without. 'for- 
citing theiPeace of Conſcience, and 
the. Favour of *God, T-cannot -poſlibly 
thbink,. that-any \Deliberate -Sin, cartbe 
fach, (upon. the fore of the- 'Tempta- 
tion; \or that apy of theſe Ying, -reckon- 
*dncho/Gucaloguc, Gal:w, and-Bpb.s. 


can 


ec ew—_ wm 
—— 


. 
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can;be ſuch on-the account. of the Vi- 

olence or” 'Perfeverance,-- with -which, 
they attack us/ But, Secondly, if by Sins 
of Infirmity they” mean, \luch Sins as 
Righteous Menrare- liable-ta,; I know 
not what they are, from-which, they: 
are-exempted. Bur-if, Laſlly; by Sins 
of Infirmity, - they - mean -ſuch, for 
which God: is more eaſily: entreated, 
then there is no'Queſtion to-be made, 
bur that there is a-Difference 'in Sins ; 
which is to be eſtimated, -by the dif- 
ferent Meaſures. of. Grace and - Knows- 
ledge ; by the diflerent Degrees of De- 
liberation and Surpriſe; 'and -by - the 
Force or-Weakneſs, the Continuance or 
Shortne(s, of -a Temptation : And” Fi-. 
nally, by. the different Eftes,: and 
Tendeacies of Sins. - To: all which, I 
do . not- queſtion, but that ithe-/ Spirit 
has regard in-'thoſe Direqions, which 
it gives us, for- our -Behaviour towards 
ſuch as fall, Gal. 6. 1. Brethren, if a 
Man be overtaken in a fault; ye, which 
are ſpiritual, reftore ſuch a '0Me 7: the 
Spirit of Meekneſs; confidering thy ſelf; 
left thou alſs be tempted. And of ſome 
have compaſſion, making . a difference : 
And others ſave with feat, pulling them 
out of the fire, Jade 22:23. & 2. 


4.12. A Second fait of Attions are 


ſuch; as we call Involuntary ; that 1s, 
thoſe, wherein we: exercile no Delibe- 


'. ration, ao Chaice, Some have reduced 


Sins of Infirmity to this Head, but with 
what Colour of Reaſon any one may 
judge. For fince Actions, truly Irvo- 
, are neither the Object of the 
" Underſtanding nor. Will, *tis hard to 
conceive what, Morality there can be 


inthem. The Grounds, on which this 
 Opiniog.is built are ſuch as theſe. Firſt, 


the Meaſure, lay they, of Good and 
_ Evik is the Law of God ; But Tnvolun- 


tary. and unavoidable Ations are rior a 
proper. SubjeQ of Laws: for to whar 
purpaſe is it to preſcribe Rules, or to 
ropoſe. Rewards and Puniſhments to 
ſuch';Actions,: as are no way ſubj et 
to our-Choice. Secondly , they tell us, 'tis 
inconſitent with the ood of. :God, 
and #he Riches of Goſpel Grace, to _im-> 
pate thoſe things to a Man as Damna- 
ble $1ns, which tall not within the Come 
of his: Power or Deliberation. 
Now, 1 muſt -confeſs, I am ſo far 
| fram denying any. Actions, that can 
__ Aa. juſt Clan, g0. this Apology to ro 


Of "Dibevig he's Og ; 


2 _ 


= Venial, that'l canhot” forbear RY 


Ws, that they 'ofe *Rot"'Finfubs! For 
ere” there [4 ab Eitb" there's wd Travj- 


ion.” 'But po colin boy of av 
guing, for® the*Excu N 
Forty Tra 
rhoſe other DoQrines wbilh they jth 


| tain concernit 
'we are bound to'Repentance-foritheny; 


p them'; 'Hltnehj; That 


That theſe Sins are tot Veal in'their 
own Nature, but'6nly through the Fa- 
vour of God. For the' Law, takenim 


ts Rigour, denounces Death againſt all 


Sia in general, "without -Limitarioh'or 


| Exrepeoll ſo thit if God ſhould judge 


orouſly, even [nvoluntary Sin, "0bakd 
fa under that Sentence, the wages" 'of 
Sin s Death.-- "This, T marc 'confets, 
ſeems 'to me very incoherent.” For: if 
an Aion be of that Nature, :that- it 


cannot” properly 'be * the* Marterer - 
Subjet of a Law ; *how-earr tit fall 


tinder the Condemnation of -Law:> 1f 


-it be of thar Nature, that it is incapu- 
'Ble of any Moral" Regulation, nor ſub- 
je&.to the' Influence of 'Reward'or Pu- 


yiſhment,” how can it be! meer Mar- 
cer of Grace," that'a Man:is not Dam- 
'ned _ it 2" Inns, if-'an Aqtionbe 

truly, 


traly, and properly Involuntary, it can 
by no; means be Sin : and if it be Yo- 
' luncary, it is fubjeRt ta the Regulation 
of Laws: 'Fis aproper Inſtance of De- 
liberation-and Freedom,, and capable of 
—_— _ pln ga Ph the 
Truth 4s; the; one needs: no. Apology, 
and the . other is got capable of _ ; 
' the one. is 2 Mortal Sin; and the other 
aoiSin-at all.  And-therefore, we muſt 
look: for Venial -Sin, in ſome other 
Species.of Action, . 


- 9,:-3- The laſt-Claſs of ARions are 
thoſe which are ofa mixt Nature ; part- 
ly Voluntary, and-partly Involuatary ; 
And-here,.I think, we muſt -place Sins 
of -Iafirmity, by whatever. Names. we 
may: call;:them. For theſe ſurely, if 
they are to berankt (as by. all they are) 
amongſt Actual.;Sins, - muſt be ſuch 
Actions, as have in them ſomething of 
Voluntary, ſemething of Involuntary , 
much of Human Frailty, and ſomething ' 
of;: Sinfu}, -much - of unavoidable;. and 
ſomething of Moral Obliquity. Theſe 
are the Tranſgrefſions, which the Serip- 
tureiſcems to; me, to intend by Errors, 
-DefeRs, :Slips, - Motes the + Spots: of 
:Y \'5 Cc 2 God's 
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_ God's Children 58nd. :rhefe certainly, 
f' any, muſt*be-the' Sins that can ''worn- 
fiſt with # ſtate of Grace. ' For 'theſe 
dd not imply -a'Deliberate Wickednels 
in the Will, thuch Is am! Habitual one ; 
nay, they:ds tot include inthem any 
Witkedweſs'at all,” ftrictly ſpeaking; buc 
are truly the EffeRs of! Human Frailty, 
and the untiappy- Circumſtances:of this 
Mord Life: Thrig'then 1 deſtribea'Ve- 
nial Sin zit has in it ſo much of Voluntary 
as to mak it Sin, ſo muth of Involuntzry 
as to make ir Frailty ; it has ſo much of 
the Will in i, that it is capable of be. 
_ ing tedaced; and yet ſo much of Ne- 
ceſlity io it,..it is never utterly to be 
extirpated :-it has ſame thing in it'Cri- 
minat enough to 'oblige us to :watch 
agaioſt | it, repent of it; and” yet ifo 
much' in it pitiable and excuſable,; as 
to entitle us to Pardon tinder the Co- 
venant 'of Grace. And thus I'diſtin- 
guiſh-Venial from Mortal Sin : /Mor- 
ral Sin Hon from a' Heart, either 
Habiteally corrupted, :or deceived-and 
exptived”'for the time; but Venial: Sin 
reſuſts'from the ImperfeRtions ahd*In- 
 feljieittes of ourNature,” andzonr' State. 
Mortat Sin/is truly Voluntary: and'De- 
liberate in the- Rice and Birth of it, 
and 


.. 0 Hrs of lofurmity. | 389 
and: miſchugyous and injurious in its 
Gonlcquenes :.; But: Venial Sin .is very 
hr indeliberate ia its Beginning, and, 
46:.Q0t. indulged, alwaſt harmleſs in its 
2. Deficiency is, 25 it were, the 
Eſſence: of the , ane, Maligaity of the \ 
ather:z is the qne-we fee more. of Frail- 
£&y, vv the other more of Wickednefs : 
1&.theonc-. ſomething, nearly ally'd. to 
Neeeflity, inthe. ther to Prefumprion : 
the ene. is the Tranſgreſflion of the Law 
of: Perfection, the other of the Law of 
Sincerity ; the one.is repugnant to the 
Letter, the other :to- the Defign and- 
Endof -the Law ; the one-is-2 Violati- 
on of God's Commands, taken in the 
moſt favourable Conſtruction, the ather 
2 Violatian of them. .in- a-rigorous one. 
That this: was the Notion of St. Auſiv, \ 
Ste/Ferome, and others, -who impugn'd 
.the-fnleſs PerfeQtion of. the Pelagzavs, 
is very plain. x. From the Diſtinetion 
they made between Kaz and; 2puar- 
Tujuce, Crimen and Peccatum, 1. ec. be- 
sween'Wickednels and Defects, between 
Crimes and Faults: far-this is plainly 
the Senſe wherein they uſed thoſe:Words. 
And next from thoſe very. clear. and 
_ gs” of Vemal-Sio, which - 
Cc 3 Occur 
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occur - irequeatly i in St. - Auſtin ; after 
whom, | 'tis welt known,” others writ. 

Such is that * through 7pno- .. 


rance or -Infirmity, for want 


ofe xerting our atmoſt frexgth 


Fon it ut per Temran- 
tiam vel Infirmitatem 
non exertis adverſus' cam | 


totis wviribus wolunt 
eidem ad llicita eticn 
nonnulla cedamms, tanto 


magis (5 crebiua quanto - 


deteriores, tanto minys &r 


rarins quanto melibres ſu- 


mus. Tom..7, De Peccat. 
Rem. P. 689g. 


Ph, againſt Concupiſcence, we” are 


Irawn” away by it to" 
unlawful things ; and the 
worſe we are -Jo' much the 
mort avt{ the oftner, but the 


"better we are ſo much the 


lefs and the ſeldoer, do we give way 


ft Hoc of mos: dicimus, 

poſſe Hominem non peccare, 
fr velit, pro tempore, pro 
loco, pro imbecillitate cot- 
porea, quamaiu intentus 
eft Animus qnamdiu chor- 
da nullo witio laxatur in 
Cithera Dial. 3. adv, Pe- 
lag. P- 201 I. | 


70 it. And thus f''St. Je- 
rome imputes Venial 'Sin, 
to our not making uſe 'of 
our utmoſt Streygth' and 
Diligence. 'I might *con- 
tent \my elf with havin 


given this general Deſerip 


rion of Sins of -Infirmiry, 
did In not know, *how ill a Talent ſome 
have at Application "of "Generals to 
3ny patticular Caſe ; and how little ſa- 
tisfactory, ſuch Account 5, to 'theweak 
and ſcrupulous. For the ſake of theſe 
therefore, I think, fit to be a litthe more 
diſtin&t and particular on this" Argu- 
ment. Tn VeniaFSin- ET two Things 
muſt be conſidered. 
1. The: 


w— 


It + 
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= AN# Vetita ft 
4} "x. The TS af; it. 24" 1 4 ; 
ON The (annex, of Committiog i it. 
if wy As: rae, Viarer, 1 coping it 
au to F {nconftderable; 
There.-is. no.raom for. a.Venial Sin.in 
things..of a crying. provoking Nature; 


as. in-Adultery, lgolatey.. Murther ; 5 for. 
nels, 


in .theſe the Ipjuſtice. and. Wigked 

with reſpe&t to God.,and:Man, .is. pet 
pable and formidable ; and. can, never, 
for- ought I ſee, bs extenuated by. any 


Circumſtances ;ante;;20s . of lofirmity. | 
But. when Lſay, the Matter of the Sin. 
of Infirmuty,; mul} nat-be a deteſtable. 


and crying Proyocation, I do not mean © 


 to,,extend this: to the firſt Tendencies, - 
and Diſpofitions even towards ſuch Sins, 


Thus though Adultery. cannot be a Ve- 
nial Sig, = the. firſt Sallies of the De» 
fire, the firſt Glances. and Wandrings 
of. the, Eye, may.. And the lame _ 


may, be laid, 0 the . firſt Motions. to 


wards any. other $40. 


_ 12»; As to the next thing tq be conſe. 
dered- in, a Venial;, Sin; , that, is, the 


mayer. of committing, it, it muſt pro- 


ceed from /gnorance, Frailt Jo. or Sar- 


priſe. Cc 4 . From 


. 392 


_ — 


= - Wie OT _— 


. ; % 0 


x. From ſgnorance. By Ignorance I 
do not mean that wieh- is utterlyzn- 
vintibye;: but that whith has ſome. De- 
fe, fome Frailty, tome Degree of Neg- 
ligence itt: 'O# this Kind;; Itake thoſe 


Errors 10 be, ogtinſ} hich; - Divid 


prays; Pfal. 19. 12: ho can undctftund 
his Errors ? cleanſe thou ue from"feveet 
faults. He that. eanfiders Human Na- 
tare, and- the Power of Education ; the 


ia; betimes, antl:: fuch-like, will cafity 
acknowledge, that there may be-ſuch 
Errors. When we-bave uſted a moral Di- 


 ligence in examining! our Lives; and try- 


ing-our own Hearts 3 Yet: conſidering 
the vaſt Vanety of 'Duties, We are 
o- mn though, no humble |Man-can 


be Confident, that -he has omitted no- 


Indeed have been prevented or \remo- 


thing, that he is:miftakes imnothing, 
This 1 take to be the fenſe of Solomon, 
Prov. 2.0. 9. who can ſay, I have 'made 
&y heart clean, T ans pure from ty-Sin 2 


. And-this I take to be the ſenſe - of; St. 
_ Paul, 1 Cor. 4. 4. For I know nothing by 
. py ſelf, yet am 1not hereby juttifed : 


but he that judgeth me is the Lord There 
are Miſtakes and: Etrots, which 'might 


ved, 


O . 
_ = - - - - wt «as - ah 
= _” 
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 vedy bythe frife#-impirtiality, and 
the frifief 


ence; \ But':alasthow 
often do! goodi Men fall: ſhort 'of both 
theſe >: how common is it for good Mey 
tw be-too far tranſported byi'the' beſt 
of- Piinciples;even-Zeal > how often do 
good Men: mix their Errors -in-Reproof 
and Reprchenfion, and in the: one nnd 
the other, they diſcern it noe. ©." 
! 2. Surpriſe and: Iwadvertency is and- 
The Mukitude-of : Aﬀairs and Tempe 
rations, ' the :Suddenneſs and Unexpe- 
Redneſs of ſorme':gnufaal Temptation, 
or ſomething of this kind, 'may betray 
2 good Man into ſome Slips or - Errors, 
in Word or:Decd, This 'T take to be 
the Caſe -of Sarab, when the faid;' / 
laughed not: of Jonah, when:he repli- 
ed upon -God,:/ do well to' be angry, 
Jon:.3. Of ' David, when he profhoun- 
 ced raſhly, do thou- and Zibah divide 
the Land, '2 Sam. 16. 4 Of Saul and 
Barnadas, when they broke out, into 
Heap -and:Anger. But that which was 
a 'Sin-of: Syfrm#ty in the beginning, be- 
came, 1 doubr, ''a Deliberate one in'the 
end, when they parted fromione ano- 
ther. - Some extend-+his- Circyrtance 
my of 


_ 
LY 
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of /Surprite to: excule;) Sins, which in» 


ply (nororious (Wickednels,'.and<.arc of 


yery: 'l Conſequence :: But I think ve-. 


ty erdoneouſly:{ 'Tis--truc,, theſe: Sins. 


of: Surpriſe, whatever --the - matter: of: 


them be,..are penerally-conceivet,; ito. 


be much: extenuated;- through: want-of 


(Qpportunity to ſummon our: Krength;: 
and to make uſe--of mature and i ſober 


Deliberation ;-aſpecially + where the 


Femptation is - Not only: ſudden, but 24 
olkent too. : For in- this:cale,: the Soldier 
of Chriſt, taken, as itwere, in an Am+ 
buſh, :or; blown up with a Mine, ſeems 
to be loſt and defeated, before he dife 
cern-his-Danger : I do-not doubt.then, 
bat this faddenneſs of a Temptation; 


does very much diminiſh the Guilt ofa 
Sin. - But we ought. to remember: too, - 
that there- are many . things, that 'da 


abate,. and | take off from: this Excuſe: 


AS Firſt, It is not caſte to conceive how. 
any thing, that is a dire Wickednels, 
that is a Sin'- of a deeper Die than or-+ 


dinary, onthe. account of its miſchie- 


| wad uences, ſhould make its Ap- 


proach-fo ſiſently, -andſo ſuddenly, that- 


we ſhoyld- falt into it indiſcernably; 


Sorldlyy [The 'Chriſtian is: bound to. 


ſbun 


mn 


ns > > 
C | ; : 
z & 
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ſhun not only: every Evily but--every 
Appearance it; and *tis hard: to-ima» 
grime, that a fincere Man, who does in- 
deed ſtrain at'a iGzat, ſhould. ſwallow 
a Camel. He that preſerves the Tender- 
nefs of Conſcience, - as: he will have aa 


Averfiow for ſmall: Sins, ſo-will he have 


an. Horror for great. ones. | Thirdly, 
The Mind of a Chriſtian ought- to be 
poſſeſſed and awed by the Fear of God; 
and that not a ſlight and tranſient, bur 
a deep and laſting one. - The Pſalmiſt 
was not content to ſay, 7 am afraid of 
thy Judments, but to expreſs hew tho- 
roughly this. Fear had ſeized him, he 


adds, my fleſh trembleth for Fear of 
tbee, i'Pfal. x1 9. And certainly, this 


Fear is.a' ſort of impenetrable Armour, 
which extinguiſkes all the fiery .Darts of 
the Devid. In vain. is the Suddennelſs, 
or:the-Briskneſs of a Temptation, uns« 
lefs wefirſt lay afide this Shield. Fourth» 


OE 


ly, We are bound to be always on our 


 Watch-.and | Guard ; and therefore if 
we'relaz our Diſcipline, if we. live ſe- 


cure and careleſs, if we-raſhly caſt; our 


ſelves upon Dangers, :our Sia then: will. 


be-but the Conſequence of: our Folly : 


and therefore one Error cannat be. an 
| Exe 


2395 of Libre 9c telotes 


eg Offecs it cxonotproperly bave 
. In grea?- ones,' Or: if /it 

maybe urged in. Mitigetion: of our Pur 
piſhinent ;but never, yt ang Tor tor 


{al ty.” | 
Wl 3 Venial Sia hab its Riſe 
from the Defects and ImperieQions of 
our Nature, and thei diſadvantageous 
Carcumſtances of - our State.” Here 
yas: in the 6 Tens ahd —_— in -> 
:ſuses rand ces Duty ; 

chele can. be _— ly reckon'd for 
$1as.:. L lay, if they. can; For I do not 
(ce that'zhis: is a good. Argument, - we 
are..bound to. the higheſt Degree of 
Love by rhat Law, thos:, ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all. thy Heart'; there» 
fore whatſoever falls ſhort, of the high- 
eſt and moſt abſolute Degree of Love, 
is a Sin: -For at this Rate, whatever 
were ſhort of Perfection, would be Sin. 
q We mull love nothing better .than God, 
cqual to-Him,:. 'Fhis will « 

ſtirme us.in Sratg of Siacerity. . What 

1s further required is, ghat we are bound 

fo az at, and purſuc aker the - higheſt, 


and 


"it 


tl 


bs 
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and moſt perfect of Love : but 
we are not'bodtsl under Paiti of Dans 
uation''to attaim them; But -on the 
other hand; T readily grant, ' that 6ur 
falling th6rt, in the Degrees of Faith, 
Love, Hope, and-the like, may be 
properly reckoned amongſt Sins ; ; when 


they ſpring from Defe&s of Vigilance 


and Induſtry : And if theſe Detedts be 
ſuch, as can-conſiſt with Sincerity, then 
are, the Imperfe&tions, or the- Abate- 
ments of our Virtues, pardonable ; and 
then only. Here apain' fall in Omiſf- 


ons, wandring Thoughts, Dulneſs and Hea» 


vineſs in Duty, the ſhort 7itrllations of 
fome zrregular Fancies, Forgetfulneſs, 
ſlight and! Thort Firs of Emvy, Diſcom- 
rent,” Anger, "Ambition, Gaiety of Mind. 
Thus we find the Diſciples falling aſkep, 
when they ſhould have pray'd, Mat.26. 
and David praying, quicken thou me, 
Pſal. 119. Thus his Soul too was of- 
ten caſt down, and diſquieted within 
hitn, Pfel.” 42. 2 Ghrov. 30. 18, 19. 
Job curſed The Day of his Birth. Ia 
ſhort, our Natures are Zaman not Aw- 
gelical ; 'and onr State'is fall of Variety 
of Accidents, that they are too apt to 
iſcoimpble the Mind and divert it from 


its 


Of Ivbentys\ it-velates 

its great *End. ; The Ebbs:;and\Flows of 
Blood and Spirits, and atrualucky:\ cori- 
Niturion,: or | a Diſtemper ; 'the -Multi- 
tude'or Confuſor of: Aﬀairs.; the Vi. 
 olence or ther: Length 'of- /Tryals, ithe 
Eaſt and+Flattery: of '-Proſperity , the 
Wearinels of:the; Body, or ofthe Mind, 
.the Incommodiouſnels of : Fortune ;, 
Roughneſs of Converſatiop, theſe, and 
a thouſand other things, are | apt to 
produce Defedts-and. Failures in our 
Obedience, ſhort Diſorders in'our Af- 
fections ; and fuch Emotions and Erup- 
tions as abundantly prove the beſt ito 
'be but Men ; and the higheſt Perfe&i> 

* on, if it be but Human, to be wanting 
and” defetive. I think; I have now 
omitted nothing neceſſary + to form a 
true Notion of Sin of Infirmity. My 
next © buſineſs therefore 1s, to © conſt 
der, > 71091 


' $, 3, How far'the Liberty of the 
Perfe& Man, in reſpet& of Yenial Siu, 
ought to be extended. 'There"'js:great 
Affinity © berween Venial and Original 
Sinz* and therefore the 'Perie&.Narn's 
Liberty, as-it relates to:the one'andithe 
orher, conſiſts 1n- much: the 'fame De- 
y grees, 


- to Sinnof Infirmiity. "| 


grees,' ard:is 40'be attain'd by theſame 
Method:;z*{o: that © might: well:cnough 
diſndiſs this SubjeR, and :paſs' on:ito 
Mortal : Sinc)'' But :refle@ting on: |the 
Nature 'of Man, : how prone we.are-to 
Sin, and'yet how-apt we-are to think 
well of: our ſelves, I judge it Fr) 

. to-guard the Doctrine: of Venial Sin, 
by-ſome few Rules, which may at.once 
ſerve to ſecure: our ſincerity, and-point 
out the Perfe@tion:we. are. to aſpire: to. 
-xft. ' then, If:we would: i;prevent any 
fatal event of Sins flowing'from 4xno- 
rance, we mult take: care, that our:Ig- 
norance it ſelf be not Criminal: and 
that it will-not be, if our Hearts be fin- 
cerely diſpoſed to do our Duty, and- if 
we uſe moral Diligence. to know -1t-: 
if we be impartial, humble, and honeſt, 
and» have that Concern for the Know- 
ledge and Practiſe of our Duty, that 
1s in ſome ſort, proportionable to the 
Importance ofit- The Ignorance, that 
ariſes from natural Incapacity, ar want 
of--ſufficient Revelation, 1s: ##v;xcible ; 
and therefore: :2nnocent, Joh. 9.41. Fe- 
fur Jaituntoithem, if ye'-were blind: ye 
ſee, therefore your 87n remaineth ; ahd, 
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on —_ Vol ted 
. 


15" DL. o——_ come and Jpoken 
hn tm wot: had-Sin': but 

wow they have" no cloke for their Sims. 
Sl RS iro of meouy- 


be room for Sins of i "to 

bo imperſe = _ 
1 e@ trons'of Mind; and 

latent Prejucices z' _ Aer be -In- 

ftances of Duty ight : 


be, without: he ' Aim, 'or cleups the 

Diſcovery 'of a moral' Search,' that is, 
of '« Human one : which, though it be 
without Hypocrifte, 1s yet not without 
More or leſs Frailry. As: to PerfeQt- 
on, it differs in this, as it does in other 
Caſes; from” fincerity only in the” De- 
grees, by which ir |. adrnced above 
it. Hethar will be Perfe&, muſt -(carch 
for Wiſdon as. for hid Treakares: fs 
"maſt [be in the [Law 'of the 
; and in His Law muſt he meditate 
night : his Dhieſt of | mma 


Lor 
day: and: 
"myſt be "yore eager; cand "ini 
his Diligonvs more” wakefal,” © 


 circum- 


Fane Jo. = coodgnt than. that of the 
Beginner. or. of .one who is no farther 
advanced,. than. ſuch Meaſures of Faith 
and- Love, as are indiſpealably neceſſa- 
ry-to Sincerity, will carry him. 2ly. 
Sins that are occaſion'd by Surpriſe and 
Tnadvertexcy will aot prove deſtruQive ; 
if, the Inadvertency it ſelf be in a man» 
ner-iunocent : That 15, Firſhy there is 
no room for Inadvertency i in compleat 
Acts of crying Sins. Secondly, There 
is no- preteace for Inadvertency, if we. 
had aoy Miſgiviogs within, or. Warg- 
ings. without concerning that particu» 
lar . Sia, into-which we tell afterwards ; 

much leſs, .if we cheriſh ill Motiens till 
they grow too ſtrong for us. And 
| Laſt. of of all, if we repeat the ſame Sin 
frequently and contemptuouſly. And 
to this 1 may add, he. cannot be aid 
to Sig through | Surpriſe, who throws 
bim{elf into .che Way of Temptation, 
even though. he be. conſcious of his 
own era ag 3ly., As to thoſe Mo- 
Defects, ..which flow; from natural 
ray, abcy. will got deſtroy. us ; 
if che lofigmity...it (elf, be ,pardonablc. 
af Rates which we BEQUE 3 
nfir- 


henry hacih relates | 


——_— 


ShEemmicics win ranger, by 
Indulgence z; 5) en | 


_meetly- becan>we do got take, Pains to 
: fubdue rhem+»Our MorthDefets-muſt 


_ -nbt flow from theſe» kinds of Jnficmi- 


ties; but from \ſach, -as+ conſidering 
"Human Nature, and the Yate of \thus 
-Wortd, *tis impoſitble utterfy: to! root 
: our.” Theſe moral Defets will; do;;us 
\no-harm ; if, 'Firft we. take Care: to 
fettte in our Minds: the Habits of thoſe 
Vertues that: 'are direftly ' oppoſite to 
them. - Secondly; 'W we wateh and fight 
againſt our natural Infirmities.; and en- 
deavour te reduce our Appetites, even 
our natural Appetites, within ſtritand 
narrow Bounds. - Thirdly, If we waſh 
off the Stains of our Slips, - and Defects 
by a general Repentance : For uponthe 
Notion I have here given of''. Venial 
Sin, Repentance appears ..t6\ be very 
neceſſary : for I require in them, ſome- 
thing of Voluntary, /ſomethiog; of Free- 
dorm ; enough to make an ARign fin- 
ful, though not to-prove the Heart cor- 
.;rupt, or, -wicked; And ;beeguſe the 
. Degrees of. oluntary and lavolanary, 
"are not; ſo-caftly diffi e; from 
_ c vnothier;7 'tis  plin;our hed honey 
againſt . 
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fe = | "19 Sinn of Infieenity. 


abainftilry ilt:Conſcquence of our. De- 
'4nd>Frailties:'is ' Godly Sorrow. 
Add therefore 'T wonder not, if David 
charge' -hitnſelf more ſeverely than God 
"ny <S28s arc mere in.mumber than 
#he-hairs of my head :'this was a Con- 
. keflion that became the Humility. and 
-Solkeitude of n Pehitent ; That became 
the Reftections of « wife and Perfect 
Man; /and' the Corruption of Human 
Nature 7 'the' Alloy of ' Haman Perfor- 
rmances'; the ſlips 'and' Defects ; the Tn- 
texruptions, Negledts, and Deviations 
of the beſt Life. ing 
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aig [oburty. as 4 it imports F reedom | 


>. ” _Of Libarty an it relates © 


_How far,. exfect 
be TN tree, or de] TR em gs ha Fen 
of. Sins ; or how, remote he is rom the 
Twit of them, 


Which wal .this is L85hs, yo 
wi grained... 


IF. 


Fg I, The ri thin Er is, 

to ſlate the Nozjo aj Sin, whis 

Px les -under the Ag ls of Mortal, LA 

\ Preſumptuous, or, Deliberate, Sin-: 

For. theſe 1a Writers are Sik 
if 


Terms, and promiſcuouſly uſed to 
nifle one and the. ſame thing. 
(faith St. John x Ep. 3 4.) s the Tranſs 
greſpon of the Law.- "Tbs? 15 2 plain and 
fill Definition too of Sin. For the Law 
of God is the Rule of Moral Actions; 
'tis the Standard and Meaſure of Right 
and. Wrong, ;of moral Good and. Evil : 
whatever is-qot. within, the Compals, of 
the Law, 1s not within the Compals of 
Morality neither :; whatever cannot. be 
comprehended' within this Dehigition, 
cannot have in it the entire and com- 
Phat Notion of Sin ;.or, which: is all 
" I canngt. be. Gin, in a ſtri, .pra- 
& and adequate Senſe of the Word - 
ence Sr. Fohn in fant. Verſe tells uy 
That 


TIES _ > Cre geo _——_ ED NES CESS. ag 
en ———_—_—__—_ er non, VG eocs \ EE COOEuluTT re oO — — — —— 
—_— —— : c £ Y 
13%3 2b MABrPBP"S9h." 5 
V2 / of 
- —_ = - _—_ CO ES uy — 
[S679 


Tat ho; never #1 neth tranſgreſſeth a 
12; and Se. Paut, Rom, 4. 15. where 
94 as Long Ale Fran 
Sin then muſt Fog ſuppoſe a Law ; 


The” Tranſgrotfion of jt wilt be truly. 


7 


ſ5%og;; And it is as reary, that the 


3 I} 


4 £0 _.Y pens | relates 


us, Obs ok 
yg if foe weBg 


EA Ara ant ns a 


A y ob hte, mT = 
wh ive Lat 
& ore Coprin to our 47 Wap ' (nd -8 


Lap to qur Paths:: not,” ive an /qwis 
fetus, 10 barray' us. .ito- Brakes; and 
wake ces, and Ryjin and Deaths 4 £1 
Bc ef nee 4n {t he .2'Fo 


tary One. ac 1 


FG IT the rag a of i its Find, 
Fa to; the: Rook of 'the Law. , All 
1 {hay 4 HPIOG, a9-fous words, 


Tran pA, __ n it isit: fe 16Xa#+ 
7 ha 0 rhe) ſpon Cop 


Crimina|, 


41544 Morel, Sid. + 


Criminal; rhe! cffeof it, muſt; be = 
toc Weenmaſt never-think 0, excuſing 
our: Sins by: alledging, at {gnorance, 
into>which, not.out ownilntapacity, or 
any other reafomble Caule, bus-N 


or;. Contewpr -of- the Truth, —_— 


other vicious: Laft- or: Paſſion, has ' be- 
tray'd us. Secondly, As. to the .Con- 
ſont of \the-Will.- This is neceilary-to 
demonſtrate uny_Adtion-finful or vertu- 
ous; without this, the Mind will be 
no Partner in-the Sin z/ and -by . Conlſe- 
quence cannot. be involved in'the Guile 
of it. | Whatever we cannot help is 
our Misforrune; not our Fault, AQtons 
meerly natural, or meerly / foro'd, can 
neither be good nor evil. The concur- 
rence -of Reaſon: and 'Qhoice, -is indif- 
peaſably necefiary, tothe Morality of 
an-Adton.' ' All rhis is plainly taught 
us by $t. James 1. 14,15. But every 
Mas us tempted ; when he u drawn away 
of bis.own Loft, and emiced ; they whes 
Emft: bath conceived it bringeth forth 
Six; and Sin when it is finiſhed bringeth 
forth Death. Which words do certgie. 
ty mply, That 'the Spring. aod Princi- 
plo-of Sin | is- within our ſelves; That 
ah one cacaral Corruption, thar cntices 
4 Dd 4 ang 


_468 : Of a Sp 


and allures us ; and 'tis ouriConſent to 
its Enticements, that, gives: Being, to 
Sin, and defiles Us with. Guilt.: SS Re'$ 
From. all this-now.put: together, : cis 
eaſie to. conclude, what.fort of a. De 
ſcription we are. to form of Mortal Sin. 
'Tis ſuch a Tranſgreſſion of the Law-of 
God, as is vicious in'its Qriginal, detzbe- - 
rate in its Commiſſion, and: Miſchievous 
in its Zendencies or Effetts : The: Heart 
1s corrupted. and. mifled by ſome Luſt 
or other,..and ſo conlents.to.the Breeeh 
of the Moral Law- of .God,. a Law: - 

Frernal and Immutable Goodneſs: 
if the. Sin.conſiſts in the;Breach of any 
Poſitive;Law, it muſt yet: imply: in it 
ſome.moral Qbliquity inthe. Will or 
jn the. Tendency of the Action, or both. 
So that Preſumptuous, or Mortal Sin, 
- _ call it by what Name we Wull,:'15::a 
Deliberate Tranſgreſſjon, of. a browy Law 
of God, tending to the Diſhonour of God, 
the Hrjury of our Neighbour, orthe De- 
pravation of our Nature. . Such are 
thoſe ſins which the Prophet Zaieh, ex> 
horts thoſe, who -will-repent, . to ceaſe 
from. And ſuch. are thoſe we have a 
Catalogue. of Zpb.. 5. Gal,5. and elſe: 
Winer & Now tbe Werks of the Fleſb. are 


Mant- 
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manifef, ' whieh are theſe; Adultery, For- 


efs, Laſe; Ptoafarſs 1- 
dolatry, " Witcheraft;” Hatred,'V, ariaxce, 


Heveftes, s, Murders,” Drunken- 
weſt, "Revell ings, Tandt ſach- Phe. 'Thele 
are*the ſins; of which, as of ſo ma- 
np Members; *the Body of fin” conſiſts: 
Theſe conſtitute the'old' Man : Theſe 
are fomerimes called, 2he filrbineſs of the 
Fleſh and Spirit,  U/ngodlinefs, Wicked 
eſs Twiquity, 'thie 'LufFs of the Fleſh, 
worldly. Luſts 'and: fuch-like: * Thele 
and the' like ſins have; as I ſaid, ia them 
very apparent 'Symptoms of Maligni- 
ty and: Mortality : They are always the 
Effet of ſome'carnal and worldly Luſts, 
prevailing''over the Law of the Mind ; 
and they \imply a contempt. of 'God, 
Injuſtice 'to our Neighbour, and ſome 
kind of Defilement, and Pollution of 
our Nature: And that theſe” are the 
plain Indications,” of fach a Guilt, as 
excludes 'a Man from Heaven, and the 
Favour of Gad, is very ' plain, - from 
the account, which the Scripture gives 
us, both of the Origine and Influence 
of fin ; from'the Care it 'takes:to for- 
tifie the Heart againſt : all InfeFion, wy 
: tne 


Emulations;”' Wach,” "Strife, Seditions, 


it is Mortal cleugit io proce? vſih 
ther than-the Heart.” There is 'Nonetd 
at all, \ chat it ſhould 'be forth 
ints- Action, to rerfder it" Fatal, \ant] 
Dainnable. - This is evident, not only 
frotn the Nature of Divine Worſhip, 
which muſt 'be entire, ſincere and fpi- 
ritual; and therefore 'can no more” be 
reconciled to the 'Wickedneſs' of our 
Hearts, than of our Actions ; |but'alfo, 
from the expreſs words-of our Saviour, 
Ont” of the "Heart proved  Fornication, 
Adaltery, Fbeft, &c. » Andelſewhere, 
he -proniotiaces -the 'Adititery of the 
Heart :Dawnable, as well as-that of the 
Body, Mat. 5. 1.8: But - F fay uht' yoa, 
#bat whoſoever looketh upon” a Wonan 10 
tuft after ber, bath committed Alulpery 


alrtady with ber'is tip Furs 


. i Tn exvtogine foro cecoune 
of ts: -LDetty of the Perfeed Man, in 


= ak 
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rejects, "wy. Gnz- Tani, diſt. 
L-ſhall nat. figed, (£0. E 
at; pry Geogral or- Preliminary. 
vations as, That Abſtinence ot /3 
regards all che Commandments of God 
alike +98; to; do otherwiſe were to. 
wa. and; main Religion; .and to; 
:-God, while we pretend to. 
warſhipand-obey Him: For the Breach. 
UP: (ingle Commandment.is a mani» 
Vielation of the Majeſty, and Au» 
bob God, whateyer Obſervance 
we -may; pay all the reſt ; For, he that 
Said de not commit . Adultery; faid alſo, 
4. ngt: kills; Now if, thou:commit no. 4- 
dultery, Jer if thas hill, thaw art become. 
5 Sragre fer ;af; #he Law, Jam. 2. xr. 
"That 4be Reſtraints, Man.is to lay up-: 
on. humlelf,- relate no eG 16. the:Lafts: 
Fr the; Sopl,, than the Nay. vai 
3. Encept your Righte B 
the Rirhtoenfar of the Screbes aud Pha» 
rifess, you. fpail by ma means enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Dat. 5. 10. 
Thes —_— well will avail. us _ 


inlpoaabl Propenties of Saving, Ja 
ſiſying 


of par relates 


og; Faith Theſe thingsthetefore;, 
rr mentioned, F'ptdeced'to* 
= 76 be/enquir'd into)! and rec” 
ſolve. $0000 ati} ntht: / 
2x. To be: free, from hs wbaina - 0 
and Power of /Mortal' Sin; is'thie' firſt 
and loweſt: ſtep; this is indiffſeolable to- 
ſincerity, 'and'abſolntely mecefiary ro 
Salvation;3® Let not ''S3» reign in your” 
mortal Bodies to fulfil the Laſts" rhertof, 
Row. 6.'x2.' And” the advancing” thus 
far, - does, I acknowledge,” conſtitute 
Man in: a ſtate of Grace'; For iff '$crip:' 
tare, Men: are :Denorinated righteous 
of wicked; notfrom ſingle Adtsof Vice 
or. Vertue;:burt\from the:Prevalence and* 
Domunon,” from the'- Habit or'Cuſtor' 
of: the one, *or the other; '#wow ye no, 
tbat. to 'whom ye yeild your \ſelves Ser- 
wants 'to obey; bis" Servants" ye are' to 
whons.ye obey: whether of Sin'anto Death; 
or of \Obedience' unto Righteoufueſs | 2" Rom: 
6.1x6::Buy then Þ muſthere add/two Re: 
marks by-way''of: Caution; *xſt. We ' 
muſt:nov: prefame'roo- ſoo of Viftory' 
qveri\an>Habitual: Sin. ' An-evilt Habit 
isnotſoon-broken off; not is ita ea! 
ſie:Matter::to reſolve; 'when we: have 
ſct:our felves'free::from the Power" of 
tA SR it, 
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. it,,, . Sometimes: the: \Temptation does 
nat. preſent it; {elt; as, often; as) it was 
wont, ;. or,ngt; with, the; ſame Advan» 
tages: ſometimes one Vice reſtrains/us 
from. another ; ſometimes worldly Con- 
ſiderations, or ſome little Change in our 
Temper, .w&hout any thorough Change 
in.our, Minds, ,puts-us out of humour 
for a little while with a darling Sin ; 
and ſometimes the Force and Clearneſs 
of Conviction, produces ſome pious 
Fits, which, though they do not utter- 
ly. vanquiſh .a Luſt, - do. yet force it to 
give way. and retreat for. a while, and 
interrupt . that Love which they - do 
not ex/tingaiſp: All this. may, be, and 
the. work, got yet bedone ;. nor our Li- 
berty .. yet gain'd. If therefore we 
fall, though but now and then, and 


though y Diſtance of time, . into. 


—, a_ 


the ſame.ſin,. we have great .rcaſon to 


be jealous. of its Power and our Safety : 
Nay, . though... we reſtrain. our ſelves 
from the outward; Comaullion of. it, 
if yet,, we feel a ſtrong Propenſion to 
it; if we diſcern our ſelves. ready to 
take fire on the Appearance. of a Temp- 
tation ; if we are fand.of approachi 
as near it as.We. can, 20d, are pear 
wit 


, E . een tpedy on emp rn 


—__ of Lvarly av "—_ - 


with thoſe Folelpencies, which! 
year a-kin' iy weltve reaſon * _—_ = 


thar' our Cungatet is 'ndt! yet-centir 
"oy, the Trath is, we cab core 
' Grounds af : that'we are. 
fters of orfr ſelves til wolave ut 
ed Averfion for the fin, Whieh before 
we doted or; and flivn che Otcafio! 
which before, -we courted : fil we'be 
poſſelrd” of- # Habit 'of thar Verkth, 
which is a dire@t Contregdi&ion to it; 
and eake as much plenfure inthe Obe- 
dience, as ever we Jid; in the Tran 
of #Divine Cotnniand. © | 
'2ly. There 'are fone” Sins: of ear 
Bs | 8 'Nataye; {6 crirtinf int their 
- Birth; miſchievous 'irr thei?'Conſe- 


 quenees, That 'one ſingle AB,” or 'Com 
miſjon of one of 
to a Zabie of others : A vr 


; ft "is S- 


—_ \tq: Merten: 


mpſt-qomimie 70 My in)order,, to 
| rate long, — > ants > and;/in 
_ Defance-of God and:Conſcience'; and 
what ,is che Efe} of Habis in- other o- 
i. neceflary Preparative. in 
thels; that is, Okduroton. In this Caſe 
therefore, the unhappy Man, that -has 
been guilty of any! z; muſt 
not look upon hint as ſet free, when 
he is come to- a of. never 
repeating it again ; But: the when. ho 
| loaths, and abhors himfelf, in Duſt and 
Aſhes, when. he has: made the: utmoſ? 
Reparatiog of the W my he is capable 
of':. when, if the Inteveſt of Vertue ve- 
quire-it, he. is. content to-be opprefd 
with Sharge and Suffcrings : when, 'in 
of: Mertification,. Prayers, Tears and 
good-Works have walk ed «tho Guia 
mo muſt be from, not only Gom 
Habit, but from fingle AiF5- of deli- 
| herate-profim rep i BL The:Realon 
þ dE ein 


bur fingle Acts too!" gp morayrebr. 
deed:arly rodm'for «Doubt or" Diſpute 
here; but in' one Caſe ; which is; If « 
Righteous Man ſhould be-raken off in 
the very Commiſſibn of a Sm, which 
 hewasifallen into? Here: indeed, much 

maybe ſaid, and with much Uncertain 
ty.” But the Reſolution” of this Poihr, 
dots. not, as far as" T can 'ſee, miniſtef 
to; any - good or neceſſary End 4'and 
therefore I will teave- it 'to God. In 
all other Caſes, every. thing is clear 
_ and plain; [For- if the Servant of God 
fall. into a preſamptyous Sin; tis '@ni- 
verſally. acknowledg'd, that he'cannot 
recover his Station but by Repentarice. 
If -he repent preſeritly, he's fafe ; but 
if hecontinue'in his Sin, -if he reptar « 

it, he paſſes into a ſtate of Wickednefs 
wiſe: the -Preach- betweei'God and 
hisSoul beer eeer Ly "into « Hes 


ali, he, —— F with 


Fls be, As it Were, > 
.and with a diyi= 


an: inaperſect | 
ded: Soul ; though the. Awe of Region 


nh rt wg Ti - got utterly to 

a | 

of. his fig, = bi 8 ; t nite him 

the, xery Mine, itis finidh'd, col 
pentance and Remorle take off the Re 
ep the ughappy "rants, yh 
't -;$is 10 ture Dam 

= noting ba wt th Blood of Jeſus can 
— Perſe. Man may be ſuppo- : 
fed?” -not. only. actually -to abſtain from 
Mortal Sig, but ip, be by peace ſo far - 


1.in the. 


104g. IVA%Y A all his 1 dis 
ras As x10 a with, e 
we, with Conſtaxcy and Delight. | 
Fart FY oy þ conlonghly be [rags 
y and 


m'd | and 
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act ferifs 

qu SirfSbur) bysDt- 
ONO ts Slant Pg- 
or SouP Fenders  biin romviin» 
ble > hen ad par 


i i let or Babe 
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i 2a Bay ——l yetegn ara | 
: Mo the Efd and Deſign vficthekaw; 
276 the "Perfection *6f His: Nirure:4:20 
the Purity ard Elevation" of hid Sow! ; 
and therefore he*eEpounds'the Prokibi- 
- flons bf the Law inthe moſt» enlargtd 
Snfft, and'1g terprers'therti by '(& Spifit 
: of Faith 1nd Love: Heolig-opt coiftent 
© refrain- from*Adions divedtly-:2ri- 
og -but"ſhuhs "every Appeavariceof 
- Evil ; in Hboiits -46mortific all'vhe 
Di ibis and Tendefcies of chis'Na- 
bark Ln bs mental 
End 'rhE88 Tifei" Lone! ofihs 
or 
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aur,.: 2HfP 59 P oWer, 
hat rofir, hike PHYS e Sipnens,. 
ice, is t; rt ls, : trop 
Mer minha, born FORE. 
| | Hg from later 


FEEL of. his.S9 
09s 0 SET and 


| NN. xn my) it. far above the. Pomp and 
Shew ob Life, Jn cnc word, he.caquires 
fy hy. he may Exjay and be Safe, 
:hut how-far ke may glepy himfelf and be 
-wye> hgcis-o, far tram deſiring forbid- 
den RavefhRtiong, that. be is unwilling 
$26: airaid 40 4nd ,top much Satisfact1” 
Oi the matural the matural, and. neceliary AQ 
-:@B8:0f 40: enimal, Lite. | 


Of Librregiadlir-elates 
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the beſt Authors have' 
.aoy thing of Life and. Spirin1in-thew 


Y which. is, an, heavy 


"tiſe,.. Te js notbings-: :bpt What iconſe- 
.nanc to'the whole Tenovr ofthe $c 


tore; and to, the Example. of tho-be 


able t9' whar 
Tit; -whoo have 


Times. -*Apd 'tis 


'Works: or have, -any..true Notion-«of 
the great Deſign of Chriſtian 
aveoly.. Converſation. 
Let any -one but cg \his Eye on; St. Ba- 
#1, or aty other jairer him, who aid 
"ve the ſame thing' now: do, the) pro- 
*moring Holinels:jn/the World ;in,'the 
Beauty and. Perfe&ion of it, and. he 
will acknowledge.” that 1 am far-4r 


having carried this \-matter too high. 


1 will quote but one or two 


(a) WB xgrres - pure Paſſages of Sr. Ba (a) his 
££9y TV aveyagiar «Fe Deſcription of + "Perſe 


Touzyor, 


Ka? "'&; nemo- Man: with ' regard- | to: his 


veyiay evexi va579-  GolBdenial - runs thus,.; He 


uvT% -TH QUO, 9 d\g- 
X$exivorre 16 mw 1.9105 


is 6fie- that the Ne- 


Tis Treetrau nt dareiBs. cefities, not the P, Pleaſure of 
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Nouriftitnent of a corru 
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Ogor 44TH Tan. P: his Nature; and: ſeems/to 


ar the Time which he 
beſtows on the Su Dyrkand 


Holſt Ft from \upan gar 
king, 5s : 


World;the Luft ofthe Eyes, 
andiche Pride of Life. (&) 
Alt 'Vanity and: Aﬀection 


of Praiſe and Refped , all 


the 'Oftentation ( ſaith he ) 
and ſhew-of Life, is atter- 


1y-yelawfal for a Chriſtian. i 


And/all this is direQly CON- 
fonant'to his Gloſs: (c) on 
thoſe words of S: Paul, they 
that uſe'the World. as not 
abuſing; it; whatever: 1 is be- 


rhie{tic. rather: xecoulits/ bs + A Take 'or 
rroableforie Service,” which the Frail- 
ty-of iis Nature demands: at his hands. 
Nor was this grear Man more” ſevere 
the Luſts of theFleſh,than agaioſt 
thole'bther Branches'of the Loye of the 


"() iwwliic »Y 
avIIOT Eg tRa2 X% T0 
Tex Emdukiv 7 maziv, 
GAws 6b @4rros apay 
HATCY \xermeavois am- 


Yyorure P. 456. 


(c) Tlaggngis Ss Cap 


vey mv Jouasr Sadrn, 


P33 - 


yon 'ufe is abuſe ; direQly conſonans 


to-his/Defidition of Temp- 


_ erance.”':(4) Thar it is the 


Extirpation of Sin ; the Ex- 
rerthibation of unruly. Paf- 
ſions; pnd. the Mortificati- 
on of 'theBody, extending 
even ta": the - L.2-oo_and Ap- 

eRions of it, 


-iplesor Miſtakes 
Ivance concerning 


(4)* Ex ouv i FYKeg- 
Teldy ewagrias ava gens, 

dTENITf Iwo on 
warQ- Pixgwors Wee 3; 
auToy Puonuwy TAN udp 
Tv T6 1 Ghvvuuay. Þ, 
Ah; - 


this 


if; it "be! not bw ule; 
Fdo' not affftriy'of ther, as the Heres 
<4 it P ihcpneiuh" LyHenefis did "f 
Pitt, that they arEpriviledg'd from 
Pg n by a peculiir Grace,' afid tranſcen. 
og Forde” : it T affiren; char” they 
ſhall not wart Ofaebt6 preſerve then 
 Fromit, unleſs they be wanting to thems- 
ſeives.1 do not go: about fo rmairithify chaſe 
Hd fees no fiff in His Children; Bur 1 
maititaſn,' Thist Mortal, Sin is 664- the 
by ot of his Childrefi.' "Bir do'fiot. I-ith 
fall #9 With the s; who on 
the Poſſibility' 6f kteping" rhe” Cony 
inartds of God ? I #h{wer, Thar' by 
 Ehbifft in the (ent; "ih which a—_ 
Telyes.n in the Conſettite at \Ra9 -Y 
_  Grfend this DoBtiire, 186. png 
©... tell us; that WH&veney talk _— 
.. take the Law'vr EotfnBarits of 
hk not” Se SÞ ftrig\afd" 1H ES 


+— 


PAR 
a—— Ges 


TIT ”_ Markal Si, I's d- 


beieg; Hy Jt Fm a6 
coufe61in; a plain Bring. vp the. . Que. 
Ripn- .in-Controverſte..... But, am Fear 
runyJims: the Error, of Te Pelagians, 
and;fuaters + L anſwer, if the 'one or 
che. orher aſſert, That-the. Perfect.Man 
paſſes. rharough: the whole Courſe of 
Life without falling into any Sin ;. or, 
That! in. the beſt-part of Life, he is im- 
peccable, and not ſubject ro fin- (as in 
the 'Hear of Difputation (ther Adverſa- 
ries ſcem ſometimes tofaſten on them /) 
Fam *t a'wide - Diſtance from: them, 
But if -they. teach, That the Perfect 
Man has. Grace and. Strength <nough 
. £0-forbear Wilful Sin, and that many 
«Rually do-ſo, 1 am I muſt confeſs ex- 
aAly.of. their Mind. . But then, Jam 
ati the, fame time of the ſame Mind 
witSt..: Auſtin and St. Jerome too; For 
 thay;: teach the very ſame: Dodtrine': 
Sox;/they | never contended about! the 
Poſfbility of Freedom or Deli | 
from Merral Sin, but only from FVenial. 
St. Jerome * ſhall explain his own Senſe, 
Eemwing alige vitio, ; Hes omg yy 


_ Didl. St» 
cand. _ 
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of Llp wenn 


Our:Glureh teachgs | 
_ -\Thak; themoſt:Perieſt Dagit. B are, never 


monly. amis, ThatMan: mey-be 
Tn Contrnge bao Gor 7rcatr 
:out;; Mortal: butrnet: withous:! Venial 
;Sn- - Andi 5 \this.-they argi: cex- 


caioly, of the, Mind; of /the;Seripnire:; 


which, every where repreſents:the;Per- 
fect Man, 8s holy;-blamele,,vndefiled, 
without Spot walking, with God: and 
.3n; one word, -as free trom:-Sig.;; Ifany 
Man can reconcile;thels. Texts; which 
| ann very eumerpus;| with Mortal! Sin, 
1 will not ifay;-.in- the; beſt ſtate; of: :the 
beſt-Men, but a ſtats of:Sincerity;i-and 
Regenerarion,;I will-acknowledge- my 
Miſtake, But till, ghen,} L— ;but 


think, :xhe Doftrine I advance, inece(ſa- 


xy t9ieſtabliſh; the; true Notion :of cHo- 
lineſs 3 and: convince us of- our Obliga- 
$i0n tt. This DaRtrine-1s again-ne- 
cellary. to wipe off thoſe. Aſperlrons and 
-Calumaics, the 'Quabers caſt upon-our 
.Charch;; av if-itheld, That the Regene- 
rats: themſelves; may continue: in their 
'Sigs 4. ny; cannot, þe; freed ſram: them. 
indeed-(Artiairg4) 


- oa _—_ ax; - mod 


i F-: Ma, = 
1112 \»farMortal Saw. (:: 


1 


— 


peach! ocherwiſe::: 
og i: LA 


G_ theiwhole Controverke i its ces 
ro> this; we'agree' in "the"thing, bur 
difler''in the Name; And /in this: Diffe- 
Teiicey/we'are'gor only'on the tumbler, 
but'rhe fafer fide'too : for acknowledg» 
ing them: 'Sins;- we hail be the better diſ- 
poled ſure; to be forry-for them; to beg 
pardon of them adi watch againſ them. 
:{tThe Fruit of this Liberty has: been 
ſufficiently accounted for _4 3 And 
——— proceed; - 
To: propoſe | ſome Rules: bh 
he Axcainment of it. NL 


i227" The: Mind muſt be' grounded/and 


roored (in the Faith j/ it 'muſt-be tho- 
Ss convinced -arid/ perſwaded of 
| -{That''there is 'a ' God, and 


| Rehgjon God, Holy,” Juſt, Omeiiſcjent, 
and ; the 


reat Articles 'of the Chriſtian 


- 
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$26 Of Dbareyubiatirelates 

| "An iy ek = 
tithts; and fl" His" Neiinth wielri 
Fears , 'and* uneafie' Reflections. - 

when the Mart finds tro! Roft;/ Ho/ſow: 

Hep his Sins, "this will: 10b- 

kim #6 endetvour che of 

ne ot thei; we muſt tot” Qifle 


cid lapproſÞ cies Fhoughts, we muſt 
give ' Conſtience' full»! Liberty ; we 
muſt tear che 'Dietates* of ' our own 
Minds patietitly:; and conſider feriou] 
thoſe terrible Triiths, which ' they lay 
before us ; till we gofromthis Exerciſe 
deeply ithprel#d- 4vith'foch Notions as 
_ _— Sins, ſooner. or {arvr, 
certain brivg-upon us' temporal 

ani overdaJ Ml ry; That nothing; bur 
fincereRighteouſn (6, can produte'eruv 
and ieſting 'Heppiatls ;' Thart-:it '(is 
 Ureadiul po to dally-coo long wich 


Meets pſt too ar o0n'the 
CEA he gh. 
wont 


" FF Fg . , '£ 
; : ; 
WY - ” 7” LI 2 =, 
6 & * [3 : , 


more. "int6heaba har! that «  Tytw 


Skdpr, Sed 49d I $4 E: 


Pledſutbs of. ry nm 
of Heaven; how: [it > ha the E 
ſteer or-Love'of Man.-to that of God? 
How | worthleſs _ all: nay SA 
Hopes atid Pretenfions in att 
IntereRin-Jeſus 2 Now the. Soul that is 
Once: d- thoroughly with - theſs 
Netionds! what will it aot do; what 

is not ſuffer, rather than fall thort 6 

or forſeitats "Crowd 2-Ia' what ſtate will 


t-not:beiconitented; nay, - in what ſtate 


will it -Bot-abound in | oy, while it 


pon i 
id \ lr of ths Love of Jew 


A 
om OIORm 
_ my he er A eee 


of Likes yuao dh relates 


0 - Ln Secandi;Ruls;: org if ;you:cpleale, 
another! /Brapehnof: the former, Rule, 
Chats will-be: :fret 


indeed, muſt.qor only) believe thegreat 
Truths; ofthe; Goſpel, but muſt fre- 
nely and ſarjoufly ponder-them,; till 
ey. have ;imprinted 'in themſelves as 
clear, diſtintagd A ldeasiof them 
as We arc : of. This awwill : ſoon 
mortifie the Appetites of the:Body, cot- 
rect. our- falſe :Qpinions . of | worldly 
Things; and baffle; all. che, Sophiftry 
and Conkidence.of Luſt. ; AlivelyBaith; 
is. a Faith that,imports- the Kc ; clear 
and. natural, .che moſt full el arg'd 
Noetions-of: its; Qbjecs ; a: Faith-iith 'that: 
not only :looks:upon the Artigles of our. 
Creed as true, but beholds them in a: 
manner 85 preſegt z and fo rgprefented 
and drayn . tothe; Life, that; cf they:dGll 
:Youl with great. and; meving/Con- 
derations. This: Faith does-not- only: 
Beliove,' that-there, is a Gods: but.it be- 
helds, Hina 'and walks before ikbim- as: 
reſent ;; nl Him: array'd-in all bis: 
ry,:20dcin;4ll; bis Majeſty,.in all: 
che,Pawer, =p ec mg in ath 
the. Begutigs:a0d all: the, the 
Qian: Nerve _ 


01% . 


"aku Moreak yl.) 


Ce Oe na cake. Lam. 0 TY 


lieve charrhere are Rewards and/Puniſh- 
ments, ' bucks extreamly»(enfible of the 
Tetrors of the'one;-ard AttreRtions'of 
 therather 5" amdilooks wpow botly #s/at 
the! dyor: :iIt does notohly* acknow- 
ledg-a-Mediacor, but takes/afull-view 
of the'-Miſery ' of that ſtate, wherein 
we-lay:  Sini; and'of the Bleſ- 
ſadneſs ors mo 0 which ve are ni 


orien i/alt the 
'Sceries© of *his' 
git and chearful- ones of Ts 
| his is: the: Faith that :fers tus 
point £39133 M361 "2X £00093 96 3 30664 
w_-_ Wemuſt not op he Fanh, ill it 
- be: imaderr perfect - rpg We® muſt 
hg Dirios Truchs wilt choy-have 
-ou#: Souls; ti theyhave caltindied 
_ AﬀeRtions, 'till:we. be: 
-an- ardent _Icove of Got of Jeſus; 
Righteouſneſd7 and of Heavea; cit \ Ut 


our ather: Deſires and Paſſjons#beicon- 


verted into\und fivallowediaupofiLove; 


dry =- 'Gentarvofvobe 


I glory, 


Cr, - CW OR 0 _— 


of proranry eeates 


— — — - — 


gary end oo bim- We! mjoxeec3i 
-Lbve, Hi grear; \glerious 

: $:thet- ar ich of: rhe Fig: vhwob 
who doſtimpregoata andanjanars Fairk 
x (alf; 'tigthou whe dot farmaumtehe 
Diffiqulties/ of: Duty,/ aath>thake/ he 
Yaheof Chriſt cafie- andi:hir Burthen 
_ bght<fris thou; whodoſdcaft our Fear, 
and make Rzligion full of Plealuro 5 is 


h Int—pancR: Duty i=-/$is:how char 
 makodtrusch6refiſh the Pleaſuroziof whis 


| peer vo 
- aveninthis Warld who: attaincit. + Bart 
-one' Caution I muſt here add; Thar our 


-Love elk not; be ts but 


Long 


ſuſfer- 


GI to. "Tis rake Godt 


= 
. 


Joe 7mm gry pariey that Za 
Which wilk remove us far 


. anly-from-the Sin, bud elfot-dwen: che 


_ - - atdinary ;Temprations:ta it; _—_ 


{s/ almoſt ie the Danger-'of 
Relaple:  / T73"'> Th" 
_ Tothis 


former Rulo, & ſhould: add 
this other '; 'Thar when once carr 


| roſalwed pon: 4 :now- of ares 
- whatever : Dufficultics-: (bet in his 
.Mays,: whatever: Baffies bei meats.with, 
* hemulb nevet:quit.the Deſign-of |'Ver- 

we andLie ho melt cover over 
" Lighting, be Gonquer.:: B Reafbn 
_— for hdeuſt either _—_—_— 


- keverpaas!: in: Mortun, tha rake wrt 7 


aingef it,ctherafore 1 but 
+5 " , s X . - _— | / 6 
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44+ Of Liberty a5 it relates 
54a vill not - be -imprudent in : this 
Moral «Fin Phyſical. 'Cures to obſerve 
_ tiligently, 'and'follow-the Motions, and 
Tentencies'- of : Nature? Where: there 
are Seeds of: Gendiofty and: Honour ; 
the Turpitade ond Shame of' Sin,” the 
Baſeneſs:and 1 deiobar, the Love 
of God: ant: © \ Jeſus;\ and: — 
are fit” Topicks to:dwelbupono. 
Fear: is apt ito prevail; as "he 
Ferrors ob the-Lord/arethe molt: pow 
_ erful Motive : Amb Gmatidererth hs 
Frame -aadConſtitution of :Nature be; 
it will-not be» difficalt'ito- find: Argu- 
' ments: in':the :Goſpeb:adapted i to it; 
. which will be 7 much the. -more 


 prevalent;\. as they are h__ More #4 


tural; T5 92G 
6. Laſt .We-muſt uſe all Means 
to obtai't Spirit of God :and'to 


ancreaſ& wndocheriſh his Influence : 'We 


muſt iock,! _ eek, (gnd- & z.el 
3 Tra: 


roots. 4 yon mer er 
OE =EE 
= or Negligence, by ſcalual Free- 
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-wogmnſ mens Evil 
we mnſt-preſs.on:towards; PerieRion ;- 
weemuſt-watch unto Prayer z. we mu | 
_ ſpend the Time:of our (ojourving herein 
fear-g\we:muſt-rejoyee and;glory in the 
Lon end = _ tor the os 
ed+HOPE;- and. I 10us- aPPEaran 
of nGatenteancvy ur Civil. 
Jeſus, :And:now- I have finiſhed whar 
I had to:fay on this: SubjeR,. of the 
Perſe Man's Liberty.as: it- relates..to 
Mortal-or 'Wilkful Sio.: -L have: ſhewed 
whear-this Sin is; how-far Manmay.þe 
freed-from- it, and referring. the Reader. . 
to Chap. 4. for the Fruit of this Free». 

dom: have hereg Laſtly, given that 
Advice>»which I thought .molt ſervice- | 

able \to the» Attainment of it. And 
thorough this/ whole- Chapter, I have . 
had-regard; not only to. Perfection but 
Sinceviey5"it being: indeed improper to- 

do otherwiſe;z" ſince--we.cannot arrive . 

at the one,butthorough the/ather, For 

7 is Perfettion.in ny ern > | 
cllo-bux; mceri Ye cultizared by Mee. 


tation 
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tation and Diſcipline, and cheriſh'd by 
the Influence of Heaven. And now let 
ao Man's Heart fail him while he con- 
templates the Difficulties which block 


up the Way to his Liberty, The Way 
deed is ſteep, and the Top is high ; 
and Happineſs, Security 


but Serenity 
and Glory dwell there. Many indeed 
are the Temptations which would for- 
bid our Aſſent and thruſt us down : But 
we are Armed all over; they cannot 


ra 5 US; and nothing but our Cowar- 
e and Inconftancy can prevent our 
Succeſs : Watch ye, fland faft, gait ye 
like Men, be fFrong; and then, you 
ſhall be (ure to Conquer, and enter 
rmto Reſt. 


ET 


CHAR WW . 
Uafſruitfulneſs « it conſhts 
_ in Ldleneſs, Ly 


Nyfrut nf is a fit Subject to 
LU n_—_ a Diſcomſe of Liber 


. with, or begin one of <eal ; for ly- 


ing, 


hayt us ;- the Spirit ſupports andencou- * 


"—_ 
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_ progrels into that! 


conſftr in Idlonef, 


ing, like a Tra& of. Ground, between 
ewo bordering Kingdoms, it may indif- 
ferently be laid to either. As it implies 
a diret Oppoſition to - Spiritual Life 
and Sincerity, it naturally falls in at 


der the Conſideration of Zeal ; As it 


implies a ServileSubjeftion to ſome - 


vile Luſt or or other, it naturally falls, 


in under the Conſideration of Liberty : 
So that by allotting/ic this Place, I ſhall 
at once compleat my Refleftions on rhe 
Argument of re 7 and make a good 

'Barrenneſs, or/Votfruitfulneſs may in 
general beſt be udderſtood, by compa- 
ring -it with a State of Wickedveſ7: 
From which, as it is uſually diſtinguiſh- 


| ed in the Notion of the Vulgar, ſo does 


it really differ on many Accounts. The 
one has in it an Air of Defaxce, the 


other of ©/nconcernment for Religion ; 


the one forgets God, the other contemys 


Him ; the one has no Reliſh nor Savour 


of that which is good, the other finds 


'too much Guſt and Pleaſure in that 


which is evi/ ; the one makes us b) 

Degrees Enemies, the other Strangers 

to God: In ſhort; there is little Doubt 

to be made, but that the Omzſfon of a 
F 


F:  -: Duty, 


— . 


— 


436 = Unfruitfulneſs as.it | 


Duty, and the, Commiſſion of a Crime ; 
Lukewarmneſs in that which is good, and 
Eagerneſs and Confidence in that which 
is evil, may, and - generally do difter 
very. widely in the Degrees of Guult : 
From hence it is (the Sinner being al- 
ways a partial and indulgent Judge of 

himſelf) that it is not unuſual for many, 
who ſeem to have ſome Abhorrence of 
Wickedneſs, to be | far enough from 
apprehending much Evil, or much 
Danger- in Unfruitfulneſs. This is. a 
fatal Error; it fruſtrates the great. De- 
ſign of Religion, and robs it of its trueſt 

' Honour, good Works. For what can 
Religion effe&t by that Man, who re- 
tains nothing of it, but the bare Form ' 
and Profeſſion, and" dares promiſe him- 
{elt- not only Impunity but a Heaven, 
in an uſeleſs and unprofitable Life ? 

_ . Unfruitfulneſs, if more particularly 
inquir'd into, conſiſts in two Things, 
a Neglet of Duty, or a lifeleſs and un- 

profitable Performance of it. The Fox= | 
mer I will call 74/enefs, the Latter Luke | 
warmneſs, Coldneſs, Formality; andfreat 
of each. in order, Of the Farmer..in | 
this, and of the Latter in the follqwing ; 

. Chapter. _ And becauſe each. of ' them {| 
| are þ 


conſiſts in Idleneſs.” 437 
are encumbered with Miftakes, and Er- 
rors,- which ariſe not | only from Self 
Love - and Partiality, but alſo from 
Shallowneſs of Judgment, joyn'd with 
Tenderneſs of Conſcience, I ſhall en- 
deavour ſo to 'mannage .this Subjeq, 
as neither to diſcourage the weak, nor 
embolden the careleſs. ILLELTs +8 


'$&. x. Of Idleneſs; The Omiſſion of 
a Duty may be either Zabitual cr 
Occaſional and Accidental : And accor- 
dingly the Caſe of Omitlion may be 
very difterent. ES 


tr. An Habitual Omiſfjon of Duty 
cannot confiſt with Sincerity : A ge- 
neral Negle& of Duty defeats the main 
End of Religion, which is to Honour 
God, adorn our Holy Profeſſion, and 
promote the Good of Human Society ; 
all which can never be attained but by 
following after Righteouſneſs, and a- 
bounding in the Fruits of it. By this 
Rule, an idle, though 7nnocent, Life 
mult neceſſarily be accounted zrreligi» 
ous and vicious, being a flat Contra 
dition to our excellent Profeſſion, 
1. He who does not pray, nor meditatey 
f Fr'n nor 


Tr Rn 


438 -- Unfruitfulneſi as it 
nor purſue any End of Charity, though 
he be ocherwile civil and regular in Pls | 

| Life, yet becauſe he: does not work 

Righteouſneſs, becaulZ he is fo far from 

imitating - the Zeal: ot Charity of 
the Bleſſed - Jeſus ,. thiit he acts. di- 
reftly repugnant. to-both ; therefore . 
muſt he not be looked upon, -as a 'Dif- 
ciple of Jeſis ; but as an- Alien, and a 
Stranger. - He whoſe Life: is ſpent in 
Panity vr Drudgery, in Pleaſure or Bus 
ſineſs, though his Pleaſure be not: am-" 
pare, nor his Buſineſs ayaſt, yet is he, 
before God, a Criminal, becauſe unpro- 
fitable : he has received the Grace of 
God in vain; the Light. of the Goſpel 
has riſen upon him in vain ; and he has 
ſerv'd no Intereſt of 'Vertue, or Reli- 

- gion in his Generation : and therefare 

will be excluded Heaven, with zhe 
Seothful Servant, who hid his Maſtery 
Talent in a Napkin, Luke 19. 20. 


— —_— 


- 2. The Caſe of an accidental, or vc- 
eaftonal Omiſiion of: Dt, 15 very dif- 
ferent from.rthat of - babitzal Neglect 
of it 2 an occafional Omiſjon may be, not 
only /awful, but neceſſary; ibut:the Neg- 

h ieit af Duty never can be either. #0 
ST: GC 


LE — 


conſiſts in Idleneft. ; 


— 
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Circumſtances of pofitive Duty, and 
the Meaſures or Degrees of Moral Good, 
are not ſtrictly fixd and ſetkd; and 
therefore a ſingle Omiſſion, either in 
the one or the other, where-ever there 


is'a ſufficient Reaſon for it, can neither. 


grieve the Spirit, nor fruſtrate the De- 
ſign of Religion ; nor conſequently im- 


ply any Corruption 1a the Heart. But 


then we muſt rake Care, —, 

r. That our Omiflion benet too fre- 
quent, We muſt always have regard, 
in this matter of Duty, to the great 
End and Deſigns of its Injunfion ; we 
muſt take care that our Omiſſions in 
moral Duties be not ſo often, that ei- 


ther the Honour of our Religion, or the 


Welfare of our Neighbour ſuffer by it. 
Nor muſt we fo often omit Inſtrumen- 
, tal Duties, Prayers, Reading, the Sa- 
erament, and the like, as thereby to 
abate, or much leſs extinguiſh, our 
Spiritual Guſt and Fervour. Omitfſion 
of Duty, too often repeated, breeds a 
kind of Indifference, or Lukewarmnelſs ; 
and ſoon paſſes into Coldneſs, and In- 
ſenſibleneſs : and this often ends in a 


robate Mind, and'an utter Averſion 


for Religion. 
WS Ff 4  21y, 
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ants 


__zly., We muſt endeavour, ſome way. 
or other to-compealate the Qmiſſion-of 
a Duty. ; to makeup by Charity, what 
we havedefalc'd irom Deyotion;: or ta 
ſupply by ſhort. Ejaculations, what we 
have been forc'd to retrengh from 
fix'd and regular Offices of Prayer. And 
be that watches for Opportunities, ei- 
ther of Improvement, .0r doing Good, 
will I believe, .gever have Reaſon to 
complain, of - the want :of them: God 
—_— put into. his hands either the. one 
or the other ;' and for the Choice, - he 
cannot do better, than follow Gad's. 
 3ly. A ſingle Omiſſion muſt never 
proceed from a fiuful Motive ;+from a 
Love. of the World or Indulgence to 
the Body ; Neceſſity or Charity. is the 
only juſt,.and proper Apology for it. 
tnſtrumental or Poſitive Dutics, may 
give way' to. moxal ones ; the Religion 
of the Means, to the Religion of: the 
Exd : and in Moral Duties, ithe : leſs 
may. give. way .to, the greater. - But 
Duty . muſt never give way, to/ '8hr, nor 
Religion r0 Tutereſt. or Pleaſure... 

Having thus briefly given am account, 
what, Omiſſion.,of Nuty is, ;and what 
1s.not ſinful.; and: conlequently-fa- Rt- 
td the notion of Idlenefs, that neither 
ory the 
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the careleſs, nor the ſcrupulous, can 
eaſily miſtake their Caſe, I will now 
propoſe ſuch Canfiderations, as I judge 
moſt likely, to deter - Men from it; 
and fuch Advice, as may be the beſt 
Guard and Preſervative againſt it. 

I. The Firſt Thing, I would have 
every one lay to heart is, That a State 
of Idlenefs is a. State of damnable Sin. 
Idleneſs is direaly repugnant to the 
great Ends of God, - both in our Crea- 
tion and Redemption. As to our Crea- 
7:0n, can we imagine: that God, who 
created not any thing but for ſome ex- 
cellent End, ſhould Create Man for 
none, or for a filly one? The Spirit 
within us, is an active and vivacious 
Principle: -onr rational Faculties capa- 
citate, and qualifie us for doing Good ; 
this is the proper Work of Reaſon, the 
| trueſt and moſt natural Pleaſure of 
2 rational Soul. Who can think now, 
that our wiſe Creatour lighted this Can- 
dle within us, that we might oppreſs 
and ſtifle it by Negligence” and Idle- 
neſs > That he coatriv'd and deſtin'd 
ſuch a Mind to ſquander, and fool a- 
way its Talents in Vanity and Imper- 
tiacnce? As to our Redemption, 'tis evi- 
dent both' what the Defign' of it * 


F 
m—_— g —_—— 


of Dara: as it 


. Barren Fig- 


and how ' oppoſite ' Idleneſs is to it. 


Chriſt gave himſelf for us; 'to Redeem 
us from all Tniquity ; and to purifie td 
himſelf a pecaliar People, zealous of 


good Works, Tit. 2.4. and this is 


what our Regeneration, or ''Sandifica- 
tion aims 'at : We are God's Workman- 


. ſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus tmnto good 
Works, which God has before ordained, 


#hat we ſhould walk 'in them, Eph. 2. 
10. How fittle then can a uſcleſs and 
barrert Lite, anſwer the- Expettations of 


God » What a miſerable Return muſt ©] 


it be to the Blood ' of his Son; and 
how utterly'muſt it diſappoint all the 
purpoſes of his Word, and Spirit 2 ' Bat 
what need argue further,” the Truth 
F contend for 1s the expreſs and Corr 
ſtant Doctrine of the Seriptares': is 
not Idleinefs, and fulneſs of "Bret," rec- 
koned amongſt on Sins of Sodom: 
what "means the Sentence againſt the 
-free, Licke 21. 7. but the 
— and > the fea of the Idle, 

| 'Sluggilh > tonation of 
Get is not enkindled inf the Ber 
rennels of *7#ees, * but ut can 


_ be plainer," Han the Ovtideinination of 


the rioptofiteble” Sefvirtt; wid periſh 
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ed becauſe he had not improved his 
 Falent, Matt. 25. 38. and how fre- 
quently does the Apoſtle declare himſelf 
_=_ the idle, Pin diſorderly > and 
this pon plain mb neceſ= 
ſary Grounds : Our © Thad was an Ex- 
anpl of Vertue, as well as Innocence; 


he did not only refrain from do _— 


Evil, but he went about doing g 
'We can never fatisfie the Intention of 
Divine Precepts, by Negative Righte- 
ouſneſs ; 'when God prohibits the Fil 
 thineſs of the Fleſb and Spirit, he- et- 
joyns the porfelting Eolamf: in bis Fear ; 
when he forbids us to do evil, he at the 
ſame time, preſcribes. the learning to 
do well, What need I multiply mor 
Words ; Idlenels is a flat Contradiction 
Pp Faith, Hope, Charity ;- to Fear, 
Vigilance, Mortification ; and therefore 
xray, muſt, be a damning Sin ; 
ſe" are all ative, and vi 'Prin- 
ciples ; but Idleneſs enfeebles- and diſc 
(oivity; —_—_ yy fetters us: Theſe 
are pure, oe ceoying Pris Prin- 
Gp bo phrary is ol gory” 
e Conquer the Wor 
y, raiſeand exalt the Mind; but Idle 
pi is far-from. ronreprl ng-20y thing ; 
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from attempting anything that is good ; 
it pompers theBody andetieminates,and 
diflolves the Mind; and finally, whatever 
Innocence;or Inoffenſivenels it may pre- 
tend to,it-doesnot only terminate in'Sins 
bur has its Beginning from it; from Stu- 
pidity, and Ignorance; from Vanity and 
Levity ; from Softneſs, and Senſuality; 
from ſome prevailing Luſt, or other: 

2. Next after -the Nature, the Con- 
ſequences of. Idleneſs are to be-confi- 
dered;. and, if it be taken in the ut- 
moſt Latitude there 1s ſcarce any Sin, 
which is. more juſtly liable.to ſd many 
tragical Accuſations ; for'it is the Pg- 
rent of. Diſbonour. and Poverty ; and of 
moſt of rhe Sins and Calamities of this 
mortal Life, - But at preſent, I view -it 
only as it.is drawn with a half Face, 
and that the much leſs deformed of the 
two I conſider it here, as pretending 
to Imecence; and flattering it (elf witti 
the Hopes of Happineſs :''And yet even 
thus: ſuppoſing /it, as harmleſs and in- 
offenſive .:as.-it can be, yet ſtill, theſe 

wilt be the miſerable Effects of it : It 
will rob: Religion, and the World of 
the Service due to: both ; it will bereave 

us of the Pleaſure of Life, and'the Com: 
fort of 'Death ;: and fend us down at 
laſt 


% conſiſts in Idleneſs. q 


laſt to a curſed-Eteraity. - For. where 
are the Vertues,that ſhonld maintain the 
Order, and Beauty of Human Society ; 
that ſhould relieve and redreſs the Mi- 
ſeries of - the World 2 - where 'are the 
Vertues: that ſhould. vindicate the Ho- 
nour of Religion, and demonſtrate its 
Divinity, as effectually as Prediftions 
or ; Miracles can do? where: are the 
bright Examples, that ſhould convert 
the unbelieving part of Mankind, and 
infame the believing part with -a gene» 
rous Emulation 2 Certainly ;'the lazy 
Chriſtian, the ſlothful Servant, can pre- 
tend-to nothing of. this 'kind. As to 
the' Pleaſure of Life, if true and laſt 
ing, if pure and: ſpiritual, 'tis caſie to 
diſcern, from 'what Fountains it 'muſt 


be..drawn. Nothing but- Poverty of 


Spirit, -can- procure our Peace, nothi 

but Purity of Heart, our Pleaſure, 
But ah | how.:far;ate the Idle: and .Uns 
aQive from-theſe Vertues? Faith, Love; 
and Hopei:are | the. Seeds; of them: 
Vidtories: and. .'Triumphs, :: Devotion, 
Alms, and: good Works, the: Fruits of 
_ them); But.,what a ſiranger_ to- theſe; 
is-the: Drone'and/ Sluggard 2-'Then for 
the Comfort of Death, it muſt:proceed 
from-a well ſpent Life : 'he- that ſees 


NO- 
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446 Of Vafuiſweſtans 
nothing, but a vaſt Solitude and Wilder- 
neſs behind him, will never, like the 
[fraclites,' ſee a Canaan before him, 
Life muſt be filld with good Works, 
or —O_—— but dark and 
| , When the Conſcience enquires 
CR aſter the Effefte of the 
Word, and the Spirit, and the Blood 
of Jeſus ; and can diſcover in all the 
parts, in all the paths of Life, no Tracks 
of any thing, but Farxcy and Fortune, 
Elumour and Indulgence : How will it 
fhriok, and faint, and tremble + what 
penſive, melancholy Doabts, will damp 
and choke its Hope. And how can 1t 
be otherwiſe 2 Alas, the Mind of a Chri- 
ftian, ts ſufficiently informed, that eve- 
ry Man ſhall receive according to what 
he has _—— Body ; God will 
judge every according to his 
Works ; what. then muſt become of 
him, who has none to ſhew. If In- 
mortality and Glory, if Life and Peace, 
be the Reward of  wel-doing ; nay, of 
arient contivnaxce in well-doing, what 
will become of the drouſie, and ſupine, 
and careleſs, 'the Sot and the Slugpiſh, 
who have ſlept, and fool'd, and triffd 


_ 
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,- I might aggravate the Guilt of 
Kalenels, by-takiag 8n Eſtimate of the 
Talents — the Obl; —_ "WM 
lights, .the Hopes it forfeits, 1 
' might render Mat incrs jealous and 
apprehenſive of falling into it, by ob» . 
ſerving how generally it prevails ; 
which is 8 plain Proof, either of the 
ſtrength of the Temptation, or our 
Propeaſion ; a plain Proof, either that 
there is, I-know not what ſecret Ma- 

_ gick in the Sin, or elſe, that the Cheat, 
it impoſes upon the World, -is a very 
clever, a very dexterous one. But 'I 
have {aid enough ; and where - the for 
mer Conſiderations fail, theſe will hard- 
ly fuceeed ; Therefore 1 will now 
oa from Arguments to Advice ; whic 
was the next thing propoſed to be done. 
_ And here, my Advice muſt have re- 
gard to- two different ſorts of Perſons. 
x. To ſuch-as are born to plentiful, or 
competent Fortunes. -2. To ſuch as 
are to raiſe their own ; or to. provide 
for the Support, and Maintenance of 
themſelves, and their Famulics,: by their 
Labour.or Induſtry, in ſome Calling or 
profeſſion, .'To the - Foxmer, the beſt 
DireRions 1 can give are theſe, '-- =_ 
Gs a” 


wuch'will be required: v'Nor hs ſbeh >! 
' one any 'Excule'left;- either-for: Ot” | 
ſion, or a haſty and ourfory \Performs-: + TE 

ance of Duty; but- one; "one! Ghar i 
will -increaſe his Guilt, z! e. Lazinel3," 

Pleaſure, or--ſome'Sin or other; \Sicth X 
a one therefore, -ought to beiconfſtthit, Hy 
and diligent itt frequenting the publick 
Aſſemblies of 'the Chureh';/ his ons of q 
dance-upon Prayers, Sacra netits;” Sere- 
morts; muft be*ftich, as becorties tMan,' © 
who, as it has pleaſed God; ſeeriis' borer PR 
not to provide'for Life, but only? 758 


rolive 
only to: improve, and enjoy Life: aint : 
carry on the nobler Deſigns: of it : and'as 4D 
becomes a Man,"whoſe"g00d;or'4I] Bxs' 
ample, 'is of ſach wk. wy oy] 2.4 


the Service or Diſ-ſervice '6f Relig 
Nor muſt ſich a ones ' Atteridaitce* 
the 'Publick, excufe him'fromr the 102 
Iigions Offices of the Cloſer}""6e% his - 

Family; he ought to abound Weeds” 


He maybe more frequent pry. 66a] 
andP 1 rer's. in Readi ; es” 
on; and-perforim-e 


neſs, "and Sole thaw others cal.” 


2. Per. 
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- Perſans of Fortune, ought to be 
carcful/in the Choice of Intimates, and 
Friends. . - Converſation is-not always a 


Los, .but ſometimes a Gain of Time: 


Weroften need to have our - Forgetful- 
neſs reliev'd,: our -Drowſineſs awaken'd, 
by : the Diſcourſes: and RefleQtions of 
our Friends. If Diſcourſe were gene- 
rally ſealon'd with Grace, , Converſati- 
on Seals be the greateſt Bleſſing ; if 
with. $nle, and Realpn, Ignocence, and 
Prudence, it would. be: the. moſt agree- 
able Entertainment , .of. Human Life. 
But ..how: miſchievgus 1 is the Acquain» 
tance. which.-infefts.. us with Vaaity, 
and--Lightne(s . of - Spirit, (hay Nos 
us nothing, but a Gaudy. out-ſide 
a Fxothy iSou}.; whole x io Ge 
Men.inCivility tobe fo 
Copfidence, and Vice, and Miſ-ſpence 
of Tame, a Faſhion... 

-3- Jt, were. to be wiſhed, That Per- 
 ſonsof the beſt Rank, were ever bred 
ſomething ; to ſamething, .that 


might amuſe, and innocently en 
their Minds; to ſomething, that we 


y. Life without encumbring i. 


And yet alas, what need I wiſh this ; 
Gg how 


- ja - = 


improve ; .to-:fomething that. 


rtf ds rg us 
et” Let Bite pUr(h& te ; Py 
are the a Mon 
, rev AVie2 Chieſleh Noble for 
attend #Þ#ſe ;* Ew 5 an 
Y Fits; to' mike f NY 
oh of Father," 


r00d Hsband, a 'e govt 
| fy, 2nd! aft 


| fide, ra; Th #'Timt he 
us aſe-alÞ this Diligerts "We Clin gol = 


ins Hcl favlic#"ve 6 Nuh"! 
Years, thty"of-Keviledge- and" rc 


" *tus,'' 


, 4 The 


Wy, ought-t>: be well regulated ; 
ſhotx as herame ho Character. of # Gen: 
tlewan, and the Dignity of & CÞriſti 
that is, that; muſt be neither meax nor 
vicious... But I.bave' treated this, and 
' the foregoivy Heads, mdee .Copiouſly 
in Human Life ; to which 1 refer my 
qe 
$ ich, in the ext; place, who 
arte ms d ifs Profeſſion, I have par- 
ticularly conſidered their State in Rve- 
'ral Places ; and find little to add here ; 
but erffy to'Hind thefm, Thit they 
194y 'be of Idlench too ; Thar 
theit Jdledels is the more ctimninal, the 


ls Todhpration they haveto it. ' They 
t-clie Duties of their Cal. 
ling! 


i F-aedn; their Secular Calfing ; 

4806 1f' they: be utifaithful atid negligent 

in -tlivie Fettiporsl Concern, it is nor 
"#6 de:- expected, that they ſhould be 
dre Soltititous and Induftrious about 
oe hn one; ' They may agaitr, 
| r the-Cares- of this Life to thrnft 
GaEmhoſs of afiothet ; and then they 
#re-triily' idle and Nlorhful. Setvants to 
G6d; tow indnoftrious; and- faithful fo- 
kad they ate, roche World: for Life 
| GK 2 -  W 


of Perſons of this — 
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in Lakme Coldneſs, 
or F ormality. 


N the former Chapter, T conſider's 
| F that part of Untruitfylgeſs, which 
confiſts in the Omiſſon of Thy = am 
now, to conſider another part of it, which 
conſiſts in too perfunttory a . Performance 
of it;  Befides thoſe, who. are truly in- 
profitable,” becauſe they light of nieg- 
tet the Duties of Religion ; "there 
another Sort of Men, who at the la 
Day, will fall under the ſame ChataQer, 
and Condemnation ; not becauſe they 
perform no Dares, but becauſe” t 
Performance of them. is. depreriared by 
Coldnefs, arid” Formality : Men, who 
make -a fair: Appearance 'of Religion, 
_ yer have no inward \piricual Life: 
Men, 


7 Els nn Qlteſ, 8 Ke 45 5 
ET wh : da. ge ; genorally obſerve the 
external ;:Nuties 0 cligion, ut with ſo 
Cr with ſuch [adifference and 
Lukewarmneſs, thar they are neither 
to God, nor uſeful to them- 
ſelves. THY State of Deadneſs, may 

be conſidetdVeither more generally, as 
it runs thorough the whole courſe of 
ot Lives and Actions; or more part/- 
nexiig 4n' this or that Inſtance of Re- 


ligion. 


-.x.. When 'tis fo general, that t 
Bent and. Courſe of our Lives, is, for 
want of reliſh of the Things of God, 
perverted. and depraved; when we have 
no Deſigns, drive on no Ends, that are 
ſuitable ro the Excellency and Dignity 
of our Natyre; to the Holineſs of our 
Profeſſon and to the great and mani- 
feſt QOBlig ations of God : when we have 
ne forso or Pleaſures, no Thirſts or Ap- 
perites,; that do truly become a Chriſti- 
an: when we make no- Progreſs, ao 
Advance towards our great End.: when 
our Difcourles and Employments, bave 
no Tindure of the Spirit, and no Ten- 
dency ; ro, Edification.. I think we may 
then- ' boldly ? conclude, that this is a 
Gg 3 ſtate 
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Nate of Carnatity, ad” (Deaths! Az 
that this wane of Relith ja che genergl 
Courſe of qyr Lives, proceeds tom. 
_ real want of-a Sincere Faith; gnd 4rue 
Illumination. For werg the Mind, once 
ory Enlighten'd ; were it ppce Glear- 
ly convincd, fiemly apd':habitually 
perſwaded, of the Beauty and+ Excels 
ne of the Things of” Gad; a5" we 
ſhapld haye Nowps difterept from 
thoſe of worldly, carnal Men, ſo would 
there conſequently be a Difference in 
the Natyre' af qur Hopes, agd'Fears ; 
af our Deſires and Deſigns; of our 
Joys and Sgrrows ; and a6 neceſſarily 
10 the main Scope, 2nd 'Fendp 
of our Conyerlation. Whoever: there- 
fore finds this general Stupidity 10 the 
Corſe of his Life, let him nor flatrey 
himſelf in the Performange of 4 = 
the Duties of Religion: he 'has''a 
rupt, carnal and blind Heger; his Per- 
formances proceed not from'frue Priq- 
ciples, and have nax that Life and Vis 
gour in them chat they: oughe'4' choy 
are as diftereat ffom' che Perfgrmanchs 
of a Man, Re wor 


regone generate; and fag- 
Aified, as the Civilizies and! Comples 
ments s of a velFore Ruan, 

rom 


— ——_ 


_ in fanywarnug/e Geldavfe, Bee. 4 
from che Gbſtamial Qilices \of -2 Sin: 
e0ne;;) and: affetftionate- Friend. New 
qan;:any ; Man, who willtake the leaf 


Pains: 60 axamin- himſelf, be ignorant 
abr: erimiſtaken--in;-:the Condicion.vf 
bis Gout — aharky it, hh whoover, 
will a@:hopeftly and ampartially, oughe 
oee to-pals: 2Sentence 'of Ablolution on 
himſelf, xpon the bare:[Performance of 
Ne ie ae get - 
5 c 0 { 0 Inquire, : 
Firſt, What Vertues hePcafbiſes, which 
put: Him upon: Bryerce; - Hdatard or 
Teavel ; what ay Sn as of -Fiety ior Ol 
rity ihe performs ; ;. and what Proport 
tiorthey: bear! to- his Ability. Nee, 
he::dught: $0 conſider the Defige. and 
End,:he propoſes; to-himfelf, 4n-all his 
ious: Performances; whether . ho 

feck/;tho Honour of God, the Welfare 
of; Mang:and his. own Irpprovenont 
andj Growth\in Goadneſfs,/ or wherhev 
he does: this: | meerly - £0.. acquit - him 
RIF of: aitass, and. diſcharge. himſelf 
of-whathe: takes for. granted, -as- 4 
Duty6 though: he Gnds. AQ beck 
no 'agvantege 16-ito, Thirdly. 

eb; wpon:the. Frans and Teng 


— 


_ aegompanies:”! 
Peace, and Plegfure- his: Reflection. oh 
Shag 4: Of. whether Religio rm 
_rthen OI krng 1 laſtly, 
om only reconciles io 
he ovght.to examine _—_ Qperation, 
what Jnflnenca: bis Religious Nerforme 
ances: have upon him. -Prayer;Hiear- 
Ig, Reading: nd ſock tae Dutieszido 
yarorally eng 1a; enlighten.theNind, 
rg the Heart, -1ocreaſe' our:Love, 
ngthen our Faith, and; copfirta our 
- and. therefore, where this 19not 
| ct of, them, - we imay=:conciude, 
o_u they are. pot \difchargds m:that 
Manner, "and with.that- Sincerity, 1thoy 
Nught. | He therefore that wYbhexamin 
huoſelf. aright, muſt; not:esſ6:chirsſelf 
_ how often he xeads, how oftenrheihears, 
_ Fc. and; then _xeft -there-gi- bur; muſt 
f ak hicaſelf;; what Efed:cthels Perfar- 
4 WIRE haduponhis Mind ;iwhich 
. he: will ſaon; diſcern; ;- ik he:demand-of 
* " the. bent: and; _ of . 
i4 wal, hai mych:;he ances, 
i wore det Goagaa _—_ 
nem ice, 


God, and'what for thethi > 

Andi#t-awvord, how he Lows: aſter 

Uniuerfal: ſaefs; and how'he 
oP rity offlagrt; an Po- 


6, or Coldecſe ay 

wg Cube; ut 

diliovers\ ir felt in-'the Performance 'of 

this or:thic Duty ; in Hearihg, Readi 

Prayyerg\und Participation of the Lore 
Sapper: Now tis certain, that thiſte 
50:£Deadnels' in theſe 'Duties, whith. 
proceetsſrom a carxal,” and unſautifidt 
Heder 32a0d” is'a plain Symptom ofa 
Srare of: Siw7 And yet it isto0 common, 
that thiey;-who are ſubjedt-to it, make 
_ linſe-Refle@ion /upon” it, -and- are lit- 
| te: 'concerned* for'it. '' On the other 
band; cmmany complain of Lifelefsneſi in 
"Dury;-where thers is no/ juſt - ground 
for- this Com laint's and this' is' no 
ſinall-Eeib <o- ucts; for it diſturbs he 


| oe ng way 26 they cgi, hur'd Bu» 
7 buftas7 ao 


14 xtray'd py afrraned 


" bacy 'of © Spirld:;Janduul'! 
ked of rfinent fach other Duties: 
in ſuch a manner, as cannot þut reflec 


fa y' ap" Sy a-- 
 mongſtſach,''wpare+ 7. vers! 
in the Scriptures; endhave a0y-Eaper 


ence of the Powty'of God's Weord;and 
Spirit, upon their Souls. Bur whet ſur. 
peiſes me moſt is; ther" ſome, | of wary" 
diſee'ved. RE _ taught; "Thar 

Fit aſure'in Prayer; 
| ky, oo Fog arerrsnn 'That Heud 
and- Ardar” "of Spigir in *Preyety; does;: 
often happon'to the weak Cheittiar 
and very feldom'to the -Ptrſedd):: Bur: 
my bulineſfs' not being! to combat'the 
Qpinions of Men, but coadvenen Traths: 
in the moſt charitable, and: 19/the: moſt 
—— thaeT go Therefore 
wit t rileing- Notice: the 0Motives, 
or:Reafonk, :yibith yalkd-any:on 
rhis-Sabjotd; Twill layefown' we or 
thiee Pri fitions; "which will, Þrkope, 


LY ques Fra! 1231 w-1L the "of : F121 clear 
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"35 Thea, £i/wefaed, or Lukowanme 
ay type _ never. he $a 
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which--giſtradt, and ;Clog: - the be 
from beth which, -becaule we ſhall 8e- 
vexibe ytterly free in this World, theres 
fors aur Devation will never be {o cope 
Gagt;. and: ono that it mA 
have its /wterrgptions; and yoke "1 
Dulneſi.and Lifelebnels, will ſomptunes 
ſcize upon:the beſt of Chriſtians. Bye. 
then, if-this ſpiritual Deadneſs, in Reli- 


gious Exerciſes, be £x7, ronſiget, and 
haliituak it. muſt ngeds þe 6 Prof of. a 
penn 3 For: th tha 
thers:- thauld be 4: trug- Principle of 
Geage.within,.. which ſhould gever,: or 

very-xqrelys ewe BE the. SIQceFh+; 
ty,.and Bervency ,of.-gyr. Devotion; 
wo is K pollible, thas that Man, who | 


ee i a ET TI ns, WES 


"ivigen erally Might, «and Pernc 

onfetlion,. ould haven ride Co 
pundtion, 'and* ſincere! "Contrition, for 
How 8 it e'th E wie 


colt . - e x 2 3M 358 
juſt Senſe, fe of his Wants D the 
ger; "or 'a trite Valne, for the” Glace 
atid' Favour of Gad Þ The Sum” is, 
Beadrieſs'4n Duty, "iscither General or 
Rive! Comimod'or Accidental”: If ir be-' 
falls'us Commonly, tis an Arguriient of 
4n -  Unregeticrate 'Heart ; "if Rhrely,” wy 
bt. Bar-if che* Returns of Life '4t 
Deatneſs "in Duty, be fo frequent and” 
wiconſtanr, 'that ' *ths *impoſſible to*'de-. 
rerthin, whether the one'or the” orhes, 
prevail moſt ; rhen"*ris plain, *chat this: 
State*alſo of "fach a Man is | very” ths 
bious. B46 


o 
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NS; Duty muſt never - he | Deſithite' Of. 
Sineerity, though 'it may of 'Pleaſu we: 
and bn rm it muſt neverbe * 
olit --Serconſnc/s ad: > 519 hang "þ 
though? #. may” be," very” defeRive*in | 
rh6* Degrees" 'of Love; nd!  Ardenty.” 
Fhitis: inPrayer, the ' Ten $'and* 
Gvniteition 'of ' the'=Sotil;” diffolv'ain* 
Love 


at.” qt wi 


of God, 1a.to do, is, what 
ant., . $0-; AGRID, Joy-and 
4 rdor & uit 4 
Eftecd of a clear Un: 


© upon. it. thay 
| | theſe things , arc 
ent, to unite our Hearts, and: our 
Ly in the ſame Petitions ; to make 
us. 10, earneſt, in all the. Duties we per- 
i 5g & '#n careful to intend, the main 
| th IE | F WE IS2S 3245 


F ot be rayer of the Perfet. Man 
SS 1+ x& hol i Baer d. Ps, with-the ; tex 


dereÞ ard. moſt exalted, Paſhon,; and 
2 boky y Dear mg ls, it_ſel6 in ove: 
ry 


FE 
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&— irotheraſes alt "Hot eht6f2- 


hag 


"ll of that Love of Cl 


PA att ef his Qffibo : his Pe titi6os ard 
Praiſes ;;hid4 Cotfeflions,: Depyect 
miner 


"At hog Lit 6) well: conierive 


- the Divine = oth. 


of brings vert rhoſs Ce AN 
Evinurition, that- tave-«1l- eh& Tender= 
nels, tat holy Zeal; and the buryfeſt 
Refleftions, can infÞire- thent- with-> 


which ate powered fe Ir by 4-Soult'en- 


Tighin'd,” purify'd, firoh g arte Faih 


rooted! and groundet ! rh Love, 
Soul conſequently, that liz the livelieſt - 
Senſe of the Deformity, and Danger of 
Sins, of the Beauty and Phaſureots Ho- 
4Jire(s; of the infinite wo. ope ge God, 


tions 


KK Cati: finafy; tha Peri. 


- thals of che Porſet« Marr g6- 
noe LS 
"others, 
domonſtrare: all rims; \co/be 00 air! & 
ealrion'; but reab.' Mareer of - 
Ziv tive, (Wight andiDugniry\ of Pie: 
tary Oraviey and oy of Z£x- 
freſh, ate the Charters, wot con 
(piouons_ ity-PublicÞ Offices” icrths beſt 


3s Velienteh@e of Expreſſion: 'Bur i 
.wirtue' 7600) 'Fhat the Devotion 'of- 4 
d 'as It Were,” front the 


wikasy' ©, riifed by daily Comertt- 
plarions and! 'aceuſtonn'®: tv. | Converſe 
. wikft, Hoaven; flows: - Md'ea- 
Sp: Thoſe: greens: Tifeas, which ſuch 
"BD © Per a9 that of or Lofd's Con 


polure 


never to bo flighted that is, Eikiws, 
Unijeadineſs,08: Inconſtancy. Many 
there are,; who often ,purpole, 


down another,- They put.00s: as-many 
various moral Forms,. as Protein the 
Poets. does, natural ones; ſometimes 
they. are in- a fix of Zeal ; ar other times, 
nounng but Coldnel A hony owe 


= eee eſe ets 
by-; ny the Cheeks and Aw 


- and Bormaliry;' ks may” beulſoof very 
good we'to all ſuch, as fall-ſhorr of the : 


altogether ſo far from kay | 
te - as others. This 


ing 
being! premiſed, * I-proceed, and 
14 'wil "Enquire "into the: Cauſes 


ww Lakewarmneſs, ard all 
abortivs' 'Attempts-after Vertue, flow. 
2. E-wilt ſhew the Folly, Guilt, and 
Danyer-of a Enodicean State. 
F x Col ET 
hv T#%'Of the Cauſes, Se Theſe 
gene ally Four. * F 


| " 'Men findiog qhanſives undet 
great® Difficulties 11 coming up to Ho- | 
linely" in the crane __ -and _- 

Q= 


Notion of ie, hapdende on tees 
lags the- Way; 20q:rwiooht he fete 
| is lags orhoq and aens-pboine 
_ forih's . roi) thamiilyerr;: more ft 
arid pliane Nations,19f\Miee-g nd Ver- 
zue © Such-as-mayn:be more , + gael 
commodated,-icather! to »their-pdaticuler 
Inclinations, on #o'\the Modess 1906 Far 
fbions of the Warld;than tho& of Chill, 
and his Apaſtles can; :Henoe tus) that 
amongſbſuctras pretend,to ſagmarogard 
for Religion Humility,Poverty-of Spuus, 
Self-denial, Abſtinence:and 
' 0n;/'are ſofar frat being vilthle inthay 
Practice, 'that: we ſeem:to have-almeit 
bHoft*® 'the: Notion of them.--Aad-) he 
Pride of Life,' and the Luſt of che Eyes, 
are:{o univerlally practifad;thas:though 
we know, that: theſe 1n: Sto Jebu, ace 
the/Names of. Vices;: we iearce know 
what the Things 'themielyes-are;c, We 
have confounded the Mears 
of Vice and Vertue ;; and. ſach:are;ahe 
Freedoms; [ wil.cow ay of theo - 
profeſs Debauchery,: but; N 
that. if.: they beiconſifient, wh 
Rity;-and: Purity :of: the Golpely,ſexill 
be: harg ito determine; viliatRxcels Ip. - 
Bind 50 —_ —_ apy an ths 


d& yer tive, wi dtebuſines of Lt 
e wget; enjoy as mach of this 
Worn chey can;'who-'profeſing 
therfalver- che | Diſtiples of Chriſt, 
whoſs& Hemet” \was' lowly, his Fortute 
mitan and'tifs Appearance htmble, do 
yew lay'out their Time; their: _ 
heir Wealth, on this ones 
ones ſuch} w ſhow, "ſinlsa' Figure in the 
Word; 6s" OT yoo the 
Get AdEnvy-o erienr urs? 
Aau8)-av3var Indn boogheo. nc ttt 
ttieſe'things, which relate to the Pride; 
and Vanity of Life; and' the Eaſe arid 
Appetices' of the Body, is very 
{6 ow the 'fame ground, . and Grohe 
_ fee revfbn, is our Zeal for- the Tate- 
| reſt of Verrue; and the'Honour of God, 
very little; faint and remiſs. Conver- 
ſivion has very: lictle Savour, very' lit- 
el&Gracs in it"; and we are ( far, from 
eing refbkite; /and/indaſtrious to awe, 
ofthdme Viteabroad, that we our ſelves 
ſhvoldibe'almoſt oat 'of Countenance, 
if we Mould/be' obſerv'd :ro pay: any 
pittictar ReſpeR 4 Religion or 'Ver- 
tue 
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6ir Families, /is {þ lax and eaſie,,that it 
fauours more of Coldnels and, lggiiffe- 
75 0d” Wy - ey » i» Bags 
rency, than Fervency of, Spirit, Tis, 
tine. indeed, theſe 1 am ſpeaking of, do 


generally frequent. the Houle of Ggd ; 
and they fit before him as his People; 
and delight to bear his Word; But. {0 
aid the Jews, when God tells.chem; in 
the Prophet Zzek...33. 31. that their 
hearts ment after their Covetouſneſs: And 
in the Prophet, azah, we have but an ' 
odd Character, of the Morals of thelc 
feek me daily, and delight to. know, my 
ways : nay further, they delight in ap- 
preaching to God, Ia. 58, 2..,; Now 
though ſuch, as Iamſpeaking of, may 
not be guilty to this ;Degree, ſo as to 
be chargeable with open, Wigkednelſs ; 
yet Fam very much afraid, that even 
in this Duty, they. but promote the 
Cheat, and Impoſture ;they put upon 
tlis (ves; and make their Diligence 
in,ttus' poine, miniſter to;-quict their 
. Confciences in their, Laodicean. State ; 
for were caſie to prove, that ſuch as 
theft, do mare generally aim, at the 
Entertainment of the Ear, than the Re- 
PR or COAT forma- 
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Srifiariby of 'the Heart.” "And'we we ma may 
ſay of Preachers now, as God kid. of 
Bubkiel; 4nd 10"'thou art unto them a 
a Ievely. Jong, 'of one that "has a7 very 
tote, Ezek. 5 3 Fig The Mu- 
{ik of the Voice : the Gracefulneſs' of 
Delivety A. Flow of Words ; the Sar- 
rize' of + Novelty, and 'Notion'; tt 
y of *Sentenees; and” the As 
oe Wit and Fancy, or an Appear- 
of Letning, Fir eſe are, T douh 
- atten” the t at je rw tc 
ther, ahd 'chirm an o Ai or) : An 
vlt*are ptraſed, but no! he overt; I 
edited ;* for who ſweats or | bluſhes 
who/ reEthbles or grows pale at KG e 
Serfrions ? who g6es. away. from th 


Wounded, 'or ſtruct through, [eric 
: b 
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| and *pehſi Ive? full 'of Hog Fears 
deFour f Deſires: an too 

J ith, 2491 Car State," Giing gs 
 Sto8h and' Phſillenimity, 'or the Want 
NY thorough, and, well-grounded Re- 
Ghition.”' This was onie Cauſe of the 
I/tzelires Fludtbation, and' Uncertainty; 
they were'itideed; delitous of a Canday, 
bit were not forward'ts purchaſe ir, by, 
redighs'Marches, hazardous Encounters, 
IJ: % 9 h 3 and 
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but mauld.nog anbebas ang 
ae'z they wayld be accopnted-the 
oof Chriſt, and hare;in'ahs 
Merus of his Sufferiogs, butthey, would 
rhe europe ns 
w him. Bat r as 
yell have: gaiged their Liberty: Withs 
cut going Ne of - Egypt ; ora Garda, 
without Travel and. Hardſhig.y, and 
Blood, as theſe, Vertye, and Heaven with- 
out. Watchfulneſs and ladufiry 3088 
may as well hope i to-ſupport,;and-;in- 
creaſe the Health and-- of;nhe 
Body, without Fapd.or Exercifc, 6 that 
. of, the ;Soul, without Medizgpion, 
Prayer :wergay-as'agn Can 
nemies, withous: Pilciplion Brpeacegad 
Blows, as maſter our Corruptions, Rnd 
become; -Vertuons, :::without '-ſpirityel 
eerhif ulneſs,. Trayel, or .Contention. 


There 


* in iinhararmnefes) Calne, roy ann 


Thad bniadeed. Fatceichhe:' Effichcy 
enohgh,14uÞ the'Wotd'of God,” to en. | 
=: [Miath:and-purifiethe Hearr; 
if we. wayld but: frequently and feri- 
ouſly Read,” tnd .Nedicite: ir. The 
Grace of the Spirit: is ſufffcierit to con- 
bur 'Corruptions, 'and' ſtrengthen, 
Te ths faux) Oh G 
an ent! 
pray for-it  and-Cheriſts pal ps ra 
or eter 
? E 
ts { ait}ſhlrabſe; powerful; arid ef- 
uakitd *the: Attainment, Preſtvati- - 
on,/49d" fnereafe. of Holine(s; and''alf 
his: Ordinunces, have a Divine Vettue, 
ang Roergy | in them, ' if they 'be 
bue duty" and- conſcienſcioufly made 
uſd of15Bat if we-do; not watch ; if we 
dot metlitate ;'if we-do not pray ; 
_ Alveexpoſe our ſelves:to a-vain, an 
Converſation ;' if we Indulge 
1 aft the Eaſe it is inclin- 
and>-pnr our: .felves . upon' no 
Juties ;fru & no Diſcipline, that/we 
haveany RelaRaney for, /tis not to; be 
wonde#U at," if our Vertue be crazy, 
and fickly ; if our Performances be 


cold, ard 7" - our Faith weak ; 
h 4 our, 


fa 


"#4: 


and Ne Ges h 


ol.qur4 by 

tween God and Baal ; nar ur | le- 

neſs, and Sloth in Religion, joyned 

with: Puſillagimity, and, ; Cowardiſe, 
which moves us to: ceclige.all-Difticul- 

tics, and diſables us to make- @ bald 

Refil Reſiſtance againſt te we how 


cr iminal and .guilty,..t 


us ia the fight of God, tis no. -oiaky 
to guels.. S this NN cal, the R evgnge 


4:15 Ga ale one plz 
en ſown iS 1S Pp an, 
commonly. the re 


of an humble, and aQivePenitent 2 Ts 
this to redeein the . Time, ;and effare 
the Memory of our paſt Sins-and Pro- 
vacations? Is this. the. Converſation, 
that 3 [Frames the Children of the Light, 
and 


with. | | true and Jie \ Faith, who EX» 
preſs in mW "the: whole Tenour. of. their 
Lyves,: fry tquch Caldneſs, and .Indiffe- 
rence *for *that Salvation,” which the 
Son- So-of \God, -thoughit worth the pur- 
Oh chaking,' by fo CE Hons .and.ſo 


ge: Sor 5 and ſo 
| mach Bloc | 


- - Ss £ - a a It 1 

” s a> - " 
ty, # . 
w 


wiy A- "Third. Cauſe: of. ole "Haking 
nies. God and Baa! 'is ſoine: Pi A 
of Jnliievry, "This was the :Caſe of 
Tfrae!'-too, "They were ever'prone.to 
Tiotary + partly+-craind} up to it ;in 
\ Bgype,; and elſewhere ; partly. being 
more-capable-of forming: an Idea ol a 
Finite and Tbpical God, than of an In- 
figite ahd Univerſal one, Jer. 23.23. 
_ Partly; being fond- of following the-Fa- 
ſhions 'of Shes Nations. + And ;laſtly, 
moy'd, | 1p by that great: and long 
Proſpe- 


were” got too lively 'a Deltiprity'of 
ZEEDs Obtiſtiuns ;/ 


or Ofigite ; inet: ford! 
Infidel; I wiſh the ProfÞerity 
i do" not Tornewhat' a 


witibier: we an of a Tredhare in" 
Workd; we do' Ln 


oother 

chink' it rod 
I'am a thuit © 
ine 'Didſdturjons' of bur” Miture "1 

Be © Rbitenneſs and 
of” the "Giave, arid | the ' Variery'oF 
"and Fortunes, 'our very Duſt 
dergoes, may teript us to ſoitie 
Scrup and Jealouſies qbout a poſt 


humous 


—— pleineſs,; Sac. 47S. 
hugmnous: «but however | ut. be. in 
Pk a oe cy MRS! 


af by and. Snipe by. Faith, | 
o—_—_ Te, themſelves, tw pre. 


ble, 


_4x6 Of" _— | 
ble,” bur aan bit they 
muſt 'take-us $0 *rwere> only hk chip 
they mulb;enkind{ein ws bther ſort 
of. Defire, .andthis Dofirs Would'ſoon 
produce andiher: fore of >3Bhletvours: 
anothee'ſortrob Lite; Whin Mſes be: 
beld- Canain from Pp; how paſſio: 
nately did he deſire!tor emer: into 'rhas 
; Land. #:When ihe Diftiples had 
-Jeſus/+Aſcend: up*'ihto'-. Heaveh; 
how: wereithey: itranſportet with a Det 
fire of feiowiny him't: how unſpeaks- 
ble was their :Fop}how-fervent 'their 
Prayersbthowlaſting and-etvlirped their 
Gratitude) ithvy ieagh [tg Jeruſfilem, 
mith igredt Joy ; ; aud thbre 'tontihually 
inibe Femple, praiffug” und'bleftnt God: 
How does :a Pralpect 'of -Gawf capti- 
"mu the! Covetous 2 How does the Fan 
of 'ExpeQtationiof Pleaſurt? enflanie 
the Yoluptuary 7: how :d6c#the Sight 

of Vanity, and* Granduts, infec rhe 
proad 2 and | the: Hopes of Glory fire 
the Ambitious? Whar, hath- the Beats 
ty. and \Pleaſures'of: Holineſs; no" At- 
tracgidn+- has \Heaven' no:'Oharms' in 
it/2- has the Favour and: Love of God; 
and; of1Jeſuriho{\Force, ino Power tr 


raed Suroly We-have dot the face to 
| deny, 


but that the: Promiſes of God, 
ae pecans - and-if they 
ie np: n in us, it muſt not be 
chro want of Excebent -and Love- 
lineſs. in zbew, but want of Faithin ws. 
Ang then judge you, how acceptable 
this kind - Infidelity muſt - render us 
to God ;, what Value can; God have- 
for a People whom no kindneſs can ob-: 
ige, no Arguments convince ; with- 
m, no}. Miracles..can| gain Belief ; ; 
. Aſſurances or. Promiſes find Cre- 
dit. > Hell: is the portion of the fearful, 
and «nbeljever, Rev. 21. 8, And what 
dreadful Judgments did overwhelm 7 
rael, . as often as they thus halted be- 
tween God, and Idols ! It did -not 'ex- 
cuſe thera, . that. they had ſome ſort of 
Veneration. tor the Memory of Moſes, 
and, his- Miracles ; ſince. this was not 
able to over-rule their Prejudice, and 
Spe eoties ; that they retain. ſome Ho- 
a for  Abrabam, Tſaac, and Jacob, 
that. God, which was the Fear ' 
of their. Fathers; : ſince they had. as 
much, ar-more,. for the Natzons round 
about them ; and their Gods too. And 
whatever Power they did acknowledge 
in the God of Heaven; or whatever - 
Bene- 


Benefir': thty-did-<wi hanWvcso 
have deriy'd ROAR; Regt 


the Guilt of '# Laodicouy" Vireite;: ard 
an uncertain lalting Faith, yer'F off 
2dvance on, Ae Shree ee of 
worſe Principle, iff worſe: uvtl/ ofthis 
; X it "yety" whiet _—_ 3 OBE 

1 911 K jt 


ſtew; 4 The oo wp of ih 
adineſs an em on, 


vilericy 0 , 
eher. - Lohr my are* 
Indications of their: Afections!?? 
Eife '\ſooks* two ways; we ti 
dbUubr, but" ther the 'Hexre"de 
Fhis was that made' the” youll 
is the Goſpel” fuGuat®"'fo *t 
Ch" and Mitmmon ';* this 
CME" of FR2%; We" had 
dbibt,' 16-the" Power: ant* For gf 
the" Baprys  Retofons;" "564 he had*bt 


Ae; and-dimigaſheth the Price 
of 'Cauagni'( Without dozibt, Men would 
apply. 7 chamlbres, more vigoreufly, 10 
by To Body —_— at 
it ; they warld eenrainly ſock the: King- 


hg Orr Lever; More hoe: wks 
e a better prgviſion than 


4c . 


for the other World, were they not tao. 
much, makes ; with this ;. and: therefore 

0: ſet up aheir Refi on-this fide 
_ WT: i6,, this: be ſo, what.can 
We EX .c;they, only . who canguee, 
o,Þ| hay ths fon tthe eh 


they are. pear ro cojhe 


Fs of any. ones: Patton” 
rally the more fata/ ; becau 
= more apt to andulge 
The Canſes 'of Lukewags -'} 
mal thus pointed ont,'tis evident, w 
the Cure of /it | confiſts in, namely, in 
forming juſt, and corre Nations 
Vern: and Vice; in ſtr ving, 
and- confirming our Faith ;\and in 
ſecting, and - compleating, our Re 
mation. I will now a pos 
ſeſs the Minds of Meo, with 


of 


ſion and Dread of this State o Take 
Warfnns, by ent a TY 34 o | 
Te The Folly. Til 7 Jy 5k 
2. The Gui and; - x 
* The Danger of it. <7 
. x. The Folly How reaſonably caay 


ry addreſs my: ſelf td 'the Luke-/ 


warm, 


hw. b4--: oh : if you 
ends che World, he Fic be 
the TY: hen Nas "theſe : : if you, 


ue and Reli "ag 


Tor ou $5 &6:7 Ple: 

ſpe, and Pomp, a 

proper. Portion, and fo- 

of Man, | ther devote, 

offer up Your ſelves to thele. For 

| folly -1s that. ife, which will 

hex procure us the | ppiriels of this 
d=not of another > To what pur-" 
vole is it, to liſten only fo 'much to 
Conſcience, as to damp and chil our 
Pleaſure ; and ſo much to Pleaſtire, as. 
to diſturb the Peace” and Repoſe of 
Conſcience ? 'But indeed, as'the Words 
of Elijah were rather an Jrony than 


or NUIS.\ \ nad Bai or the 
| Lord 


= of 


Ldtd were _ iter a/fcorntul De: 
rifion' of 'thei®'Folly,' and Stupitity; 
thin a'Sericiis 'Exhortation'to: delibe- 
rate, whether" 1dolatty or /the-/Worſhip 
of. the*true 'God;' were: tobe: choſen : 
f doubt 'not; *ntmine will em to you, 
td carty no other Sound'in'thiem.- The 
Difparity 'i3 ſ6'vaſt between God and 
the Wortd, berween Religion-and Senſi: 
ality, Covetboſacls: or Atnbition 3 be- 
eween "thoſe 'Hepes' and Enjoyments, 
we'may reap" from the 'one;-andthoſe 
we boy ictichi: other 3::thar-thete 
is tio' place for doubting,” what: Choice 
we are fo make,” or'to which Side we 
are to adhere: Nay, in this: Wwe: are 
more crimimnl than the 1/frae/zre 51 be 
itig {elf-condemn'd;” The:Tfraclites-in- 
deed, feern' to be 'at a'Loſs,; whether 
the Lord,” or ©'Badl' were God; "they 
Foo utider whoſe Protgaidn:;:they 
t' thrive beſt; "Bur at!+this day, 

Re believes a"God, knows very : 
well there is none beſides bir: What- 
? aſſion we have for the Workd, and 
Thingsof it ; wharever ſpiritual 


a —_ 


ih Lickewar meſs; Coldneſs, 8g 4.83 
jike! Diviaity, - Whilſt' we dote; on, 
wedlth, weiat the ſame. time know, 
thar'-is makes, its ſelf Wings, and flie. 
awtiy2'whillt : on Greatneſs, and Pow 
erive know,; that-/tis but a piece of 
empty; and: toillom / /Pageantry ,;: and 
often the: Subje& of Milery and diſmal 
'Ttagedies; not incident! to a lower 

' State : whilſt we dote.on Pleaſure, we 
are welt :affar'd, thar 'tis: diſhonourable 
and fhorr, and intermixt with Fears, 
and! Shame; and Torment : .We know 
that nothing here below. is able to. free. 
\ our+State, and Fortune from . Calami- 
ty; our Mind from Guilt ; the Body 
from Death, much leſs the whole Man 
from © a \ miſerable | Eternity, In. one 
word; we know that what we admire 
id Vanity; and what we worſhip is .in- 
deed an-Idol. : This being fo, I will a» 
Mtnolonger on this Topick for ſince 
_ the World: bears no Competition with 
God in-.our Opinion; though. it often 
_ rival hin our AﬀeSions, we are-not 
xo mbputt the halring of a,Laodicearr 
Chriftmn'to any Perſw 
- on; ma Fo 
2b] 1 2 n 


«RR? te, 


| find out Rt —_ Reaſon of it... And 
that is generally. this, we are wi 
to believe, that opr Fondoels for. 

World, and our.. Indulgence to the Bo- 
dy is. confiſtegr enough with/Religion; 
'That.it is no, Violation. of, our. Faith, 
nor .Provocation. to. God ;.. nor ,.conſe- 
quently, Prejudice.to, our Eternal .Jn- 
tereſt : And thea'tis no wonder, if, we 
blend and.. compound Religion, - and 
Scnſuality ; and, Rand divided, in our | 
AﬀeRttions : .aad conſequemly : balt.. in 
our Service between Ged and the. World. 
hs Prevent this will ſhew. : ..... +. + 


i That. this.is- a great. Six; which 
1s ent evident. from.his. Single 
Conſideration, [That it fruſtrates: .the 
Efficacy of the; Goſpel and the.Spirit.; 
and' entirely [defeats the great- Devgn 
of the Chriſtian Religion. .For,-x. Reli- 
gion has no effeRual Influence upon ; 
Lukewarm himſelf : the Goſpel. works 
no thorough Change in him. :.TheSin- 
ner./is not.converted into..2 Saigt ; nor 
Human Nature y. 
tion of. a Divine one... uÞ4"f The. L; 
_ceans;can. never offer. up. to God. :any 
| ibs any... Sacrifice... worthy, of.; him ; 


nor 


"ol Dube armmeſs; Oolneſs; Sie. uh © 


nor render himany -Sefvice acceprable 
to him ; 'the' X ingdom of God is Righte- 
— 8 and Peace and oy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, Rom: 14. : He that in theſe things 
ferveth C brifh, i-acceptable to God, and 
approvet- of Men. But alas ! theſe Men 
arealmoſt utter et to thele things; 
a'few.'faint, 'and irrefolute Wiſhes, for- 
mal and” <uſtomary Prayers,” nigardſy 
and grumbling Alms, ' and an Atten- 
dance upon God's Word, rather out of 
ſpiritual 'Wantoninefs, than Devotion, 
theſe are the Offerings, they can make 
God; and will God be better pleas'd 
with. "theſe, than he was with thoſe of 
THael, that were deform'd with: Maims 
- and Blemiifhes, Mal. r.'8. offer now theſe 
70 thy Governour : will he be pleaſed with 
ths or ace ept of thy Parſon faith the 
| 5% hd The Magi indeed, left 
rev untry, and offer'd Gold, Fran- 
kinctnſe” xd Myrrh to our Savionr. Mat. 
Z. "David would not en ag to God of 
that” which coft him nothing, 2 Sam. 24 
: hs Primitive Chriſtians offered 
E-5: "X0 Oy, Prayers, and "Tears, La- 
Travels; ; Nay their Honours, 
ortu their Lives,” their Blc 
Ra have theſe Ment offer 3 
Ii 3 they 


they have erp : enough te 
upon any Expenre, "hey | Fai 
ta, put them' ſol . A 
the lake 'of .God;'an 'For 
though they think: wr ues rth nd Sri 
creaſed in goods ; and to have weed a 
yotbing, mi are they poor, wretthiec 
and miſcrable, and blind, and” "naked, 
Rev. 3. 17. And ſhall theſe "receive a 
Crown of Righteouſheſs > ſhaft theſe 
ſhare jn the Kingdom of Tefis? ſhall 
theſe partake in the Triumph of” the 
Laſt Day, it can, never be; they''do 
nothing worthy of the Goſpel, nothing 
worthy of the Spirit of God; nothing 
that can entitle them to the” 'Benefir of 
the Croſs of Chriſt.. $ 


Brets 'The Life of the Prom Chii- 
ftian will never do avy' Credit ro-Re- 
h ion ; 'or refle&'any Honour off the 

olpel. No Man will be ever 'able co 
diſcern the Beauty of Holineſs,” or the 
cacy of Divine Truths, 


Ut E A ile and Fork y ond of 


the, Primitive Times zen (ich as his, 
I haow, not what ce w 


done, ' F am ure 
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: ny. Profiles. 
$, ; £1 n, acted | thole Vertues, 
the; Pagan pretended to : 

and FLuh in Joins archibv'd choſe Vitto- 
Lies..OVer: = World, - which the Jews 
( ©. debauch'd. and ſtupid were they 
grown,). did inthe Declenfion of that 
*$tatenather underſtand nor pretend to: 

This .was that which . made the World 
admire, and love Chriſtianity. After 
thus -much faid- of the Effefts of this 
fort: of Carriage ; Ineed ſcarcely put 

any.one in Mind, what will be the laft 
and-laddeſt Ee of it ; for ifour Chri- 
Nianity be ſuch, that it neither truly 
"letgius. free from our Bondage- to the 
World and Fleſh; nor enrich our. Soul 
with true and ſolid Vertues ; if it/nei- 
promote the Honour of God, nor 


the, Goad of. Map, it muſt unavoidably 
fallow that: having no true Title to 
God's Fa avour, ; aor any.rational Ground, 

on which. to. build an Aſſurance of it, 
we cen reap.ao true Comfort or Plea- 
om, Religion , here, nor any 


wall %  deria "The Scripedr 4s 
plain ; God will ſpue them out of his 
Mouth, as he did the _Laodicean-:- He 
will ſhut the Gate of Heaven againſt 
them, as _— the fooliſh Virgins that 
had no Oy! 1n their Lawps: And their 
Hell will have.one Toms: in it; which 
i5.incident to ne others, "that: they. had 
.once the Hopes of Heaven; and it is no 
{mall Aggravation of Miſery to fall in- 
to it, event from-the' xprvaiot? of 
Happineſs. 

\ This is not, as Loblerved ama to 
be. apply'd. to - accidental. Dulgeſs 
| Deadne(s in Duty; nor. are the'Decay 
or: Abatemears of Love, , which. godd 
Men ſomtimes ſuffer, immediately ito 
be prohounced damnablc;, in But! yet 
Theſe are to be put in Mind of +uhe 
Danger they, are iin.; aad-,xecall'd:to 
their "former ..Zeal, in the : Favs 
the Spirit. to the; Church of Epheſas, 
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of: Zeal. Or the Firſt thing 
Ns op A 'in 2 State of Foal: 9 
,. what Holineſs or Righ- 
nn be. uuy8e juggoſoe to 
bave arrived at. 


| Am Wiriv'd at the laſt Stage of Per- 
jon, which I chuſe to call a State 


on; but alls' becauſe, it ' ſeems to. me, 
midre-full and proper than others, char 
aieh 27 dr "ive + -made uſe of, for the 
RESI. ©: A State ef Unzon pale 
preffion that berrer” ſuics ' avs? 
thaw2bi:” For the Leſkn, the Faces 
Mad is" 'ever and "ion to" revo 


Stars. 'of Love! 'it eſis my pu 
enough ; but does not come up fo: juſtly 
and exactly to'1t,//as) dig okiZeal; 
for I take Zeal” to be Love, 4a the uts 
moſt Elevation and Vivacity; that: ir is 
capable of. 
: Ap ng what a noble, wha efraits 
ul Argument; -am I'eatering-\upon ? 
Metthinkes, 1 & ſcel : my Soul grow warm, 
and: entindle upon my approaching it; 
and my' firſt Views] 'or conternplations 
of" it, "aſpire me_with--Defires: of: the 
fame Nature, with it 'felf. \ I am:con- 
cern'dto fee my. (elf;  confin'd/ and: hi- 
mited, by 'the Laws'of' MHeebad 5 and 
find my {lf inclin'd to with, That 
were- gow. to- write, rather -aguſt Ho 
lame, than a'few Pages. '' Here the He 
yoick As, - or whar is 'more,''the be 
—— Lives of Saints - Martyrs: :and 
| rs, prefent -themſclves te:my 
Tho 5 tes Human Nature; ecorich- 
&d, | offied,: and” elevated tothe: us- 
moſt Degree,:by"a Participation- afcht 
Difviuc/ one  Heto the Power-:of God's 
Wera, the-Eovtgy'of 'rhio a” 


Dfi Zeal. 


the Triumphs:of Faith; and the Exfla- 
ſes of:Love; would be deſcribed ; Here 
ferent | Execllencies of different 
Fertads, 20d; the difterent Value. abs 
gobil Works ſhould be ſtated and ſetleg, 
and the: vagious Paths, in which, Men 
purſue the Zeights of Veriwe; and the 
nobleſt Deſigns be examin'd, and ſolid 
Piety and true Wiſdom be refin'd, from 
the: Alloys and Mixtures of Euthuſi- 
aſm;; Superſtition, Fancy, or. whatever 
elf they: are disfigur'd,, and; debas'd 
, by... Bux this cannot ew be done, and 
it may be it could not at all be done 
by me : No Mealure of the Spirit, per- 
adventure, below ; that with. which the 
Apoſtles were inſpir'd, is ſufficient. to 
treat \this: Argument , as it - requires. 
Befades , according to my Capacity, 
have beenall along making this point. 
When; in ithe Zirf. Section, I. ſtated 
the Notion of Perfettion, ſhew'd by 
what Steps we advanced to it, what 
Means we are to make uſe of, and 
what would be the Fruit- of it, 1 did 
m Effet deſcribe to my Reader, the 
State of Zeal, and mark'd out the Path 
that leads to it. - When, in the Second, 


of ian, :upbn tho Overthrowyiend Ex. 
tirpation.-not only: of - \Mortat Si ;"and 
ir might be/:everr-of" 9" of 
Tufrmity; and/Originat Corruption; wh 
olſe was T'doing;-but-: proſecuting this 
one namely, 'the': — ; 
and propagating: in'the'i World, .. 
State -of : Zeals However, forcing 
there ſeems :to; me yet wanting, ''t 

compleat my Undertaking; and: that T 
am to endeavour now: - * To Which 
End I wilt hore  dilcourſs: of wa 


; han56.Dft 
Bir. What it is -in general Imeanby 
Zeal. - "mY =: WiJ- - 23 £14 A. 


oY Whati is _ PerfeRlion of "Folie" 
wh or Rightoofurſs;: ; wherein 16& con-" 
'And-- If (ES 7e11®, 

_ Of the Efficacy -or Aire ' of this: 
Holineſs, F,-as it:exerts it (eli © oval" 
Works. ''Of.theſe the :two i Former: hail 
be: the Argument of this 3 pqypariervmk 


_ Jotning Ghaptor.... , 41 * aig 
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aha Soak, Zeal in Generalyrhuviit is 
L danot exclude; ſame Degroes'of Zealj. 
from) every Period::of the: Cir 
0918 C5 


Life i5-Sipcerity: = able wholly 
Without? it. 1 i.The | Hanger and. Thixih 


after Righteenſecſs,: which is the ſubjeRt 
« ooo Weviour' Cans, _ 


" iathe one, the Conguaſdob: bY or rar 
ther, of the [Reliques and: Remains of 
| former; ſinful Habits, and -the - Attain- 
ment. of; habitual Goodneſs is the '08- 
jeft, of this Hunger and Thirſt: In the 
other it.imports, a vehement Deſire of 
whatever is yet wanting to a further 
Accompliſhment, and Conſummation 
of Ri uſneſs a/ready fix't and eſta- 
bliſh'd ; the entire and ultimate Per- 
fetion. of -it in Heaven ;-and in the 
mean Time, the promoting the Divine 
Glory upon Earth, whatever it coſt 
him to do-fo. By. a State of Zeal then, © 
I here mean Vertue or Holineſs, not-in 
Fay ;bud;-or ” _ bloſſom, but in - its 
Strength and Stature, grown up, 
and _—— loaded with Vletled Fruits: 
I mean that Holineſs that'is the Reſult 
of. Illumination, or Clearneſs of Judg- | 
ment, .of the Strength and: Force of 
Holy — andthe Vigour'and 
| Energy 
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Energy of: Holy/Paſtions.. "Jha a word; 
E-mean that toll} ſpiritual, : and opera 
tive Religion; which 'may-be felr' "Urn 
enjoy 'd by us. ar _—— in hd | 
il and whey © 


Word, i 
the Modeſty ro our _—_ Fw 
neſs and Hoaalliry of all chings eMe, 
that percaier'ro the Pore of Life, in the 
Ternperarice of our » Meals, the: Purity 
and HeavcnlineS'of Converſation, the 
Moderation of our and* 
ments, the InſteuRtion of our Families, 
with a render'atid undefati ble Warch: 
falneſs over them, the Cotftatiey of 

our Attendance apon,; and the'Devout- 
nefs of our" Deportmient #;-the pub- 
lick Worſhip of God; and. finally; i 


. the Adtviry,and Generoſitof ouf Cha- 


 Holinefs, which abounds # the Work 


Chrifhy awobi fighr of 'Goi, ud on Fa- 


rity; Or, to ſpeak my Thougfits' in 
tbe Language of Se,Paul, d'Stite of 


of Paith,  fbt Labour of Love, 'thd the 
Patience of +Fi0þtj''i ou "Ld Feſis 


ther, 


_of \Zrabi: 


PO OI —m—ÞA. LES 2 Ah 


—_ :0cLhheT, WL T7 _—_ 
all. 1S {16 TRE! vyancing: 

of; oo bor end well e- 
nougikdeſirib'd, -or- defin' dy an ar- 
dvance two Ways : : Firſt} 
Perſena and Jubcront Holineſs: 
,\ by the Fruit of it,: good 
Works... Of both which, I will now 
(eons: 7] lictle more particularly. £ 


OY @. Of that-- Perfattion of Hal 
ne- which conſtitutes | the State of 
Zeal. - Here I din <7 a into fw0 
Things:-- 


| the Perfett Mao, muſt 
of of a7 the Treaſures 'of 

oodnels 4 Whether he muſt be adorn- 
ed. by a; Confluence, -and- aft II 
ria of af: ; ow | 5 


Bp. What- Height I Vertne, he 
Deal Holineſs, he may be ppt 
95-00: 00ive: TO 


| \-T6. ' Of the Extent of 


Ir. greecally, 0 
Gality,.is -as Uſer 
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Property of Go(pel Righteoufnels, as 
Sincerity, - and Perſeverance; + Thar 
there is an inſeparable Gonnexion and 
Ugion, between «Z: Chriſtian VAtues, 
ſo'that he who warts ay, muſt be con- 
_ cluded, to have weve: This wait being,. 
not-like « Blemiſh that diminiſhes the, 
Beauty, or a Maim- that weakens the 
' Strength, but like « Wound: that diſ- 
ſolves, the Frame and Contexture, of 
the _— Body. - Opinion is 
partly - built ' upon '\Reaſov, which tells 
us, That there is a native-Luftre and 
Beguty in all: Vertues ; and; therefore, 
there is no one in the whole Syſteme of 
Morality, but muſt be lovely and ami- 
able. to- a good Man. Partly; up 
Scripture, in which, we find»the Chri 
ſtian repreſented as holy in af' manner 
of Converſation, 1 Pet.1. 15. - perfett 
in every good work, Heb.'13.21.::a 
fll'd with —_ FulneſS of — Eph. 
3- 19. / 4s. fruitful in every good work, 
Col I. 10..and-exhorted, in 'the- moſt 
comprehenſive Terms . imaginable, to 
the Practice of every Vertue. Finally, 
Brethren, whatſoever | things| are rac, 
whatſoever things are bonet?, whatſoever 
things are. juſt, whatſoever things are 
- 8) | pure, 
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ports. the whole. To rr he 

ter of Fat ;"1 read of the Faith "of 
Abraham, the  Meehneſs of Moſes, the 
Patience Of oy the Love -of Mary 
Xa 7, and 


tfore, 1 tave ben ths pecnu- 
of that" \Perfoiis/; and 


to 


F- come up tothe Perfeifion of 


to have ſhone-in them with.more:tran- 
ſcendant Luſtre, than any other::'Thele 
ſcem to.'\have - been .the- Vertues, for 
whicly' Grace 'and/-Nature eminently 
qualified 'them 3.and.to;which the: Pro- 
vidence of God, :more immediately, 
and. directly; :called/-them.. All this 
conlider'd,-- ſeems: it /not h,.-to 
Men ? may. it cot; ſuflice, © ſr 
theſe Vertnes, which: Nature, Grace, 
and \Providence..preſerib'd?.- may. nor 
the: Perfelt be: a w'd to. want, 'whet 
_ not. need 3) would one-aotthiak, 
i mary Reipedts, it were. enough 
for him: ito-:be free; from this or-chet 
Vice;.\rather than: NIN 'he 
ſhould-be:iadvern'd )with $his-or © 
Verrue,; which: he has;no ule for-2 = 
pecially, :if;by-Vertue, we :uaderſtand 
ſtrictly, —_ a Habit /as enables.us to. 
at cally ane gr iagy..: Thad 
jt rr IE 


AT The Perf Mn maſt, as I thar 
proved before;\not ſetſreefrom 
the' Dominioa of. ———— abſtain 

from 2 
as Nickednls + be ml rear Or 
| m - 


OA. 


minally-onic 2:Duty3) nor: Deliberately 

comml?: 20: I to IEG 93) 

| 144.5 vx "$140; rr ba we + 

TS: wibays 
ritual:Wiſdom.and, 1] 

Faith,: Hope,. Charity the Grace 

which, 1 will..call: Univerſal, 


| tbliza@ing ſnow their par 
that:t00, : ina eminent Degree ; : ſo:6s 
to. be:ftrong in the':Grace. which' 12:21am 
Chriſt Telus gl \2./'Tim: i 2Q6Jhs [{This,; wall 
rendex.hum, boly.ix a0}, mavner . of ,Con- 
exfotion © and thorqughuy. furnifb'd. to 
; good Hionks:1E 'Theietwo ekings;:can- | 
Ciomsi Z/hhverſal c Righteouſneſs, __ 
pleat thexiPerjetMan,rand, fully, fatis 
fig thggTaxrs alledgdo;) Qr., ſans what 
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which are moſt Nateral;: I call. thoſe 
Verrues Natoras to which, Grace, and 


| NE their ep; «do 


not 
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dot alt ehis-whits fuppoſe, ne the Pey- 

fett Man; ovgtit net'fo far'to ſaibthits, 
and getific his Temper, as not only to 
ie” ithe' 'Suh of his -Conff Bution, 
fore * Degree , paffeſs'the” 'Ver 
ce; ablar Ie iols d jgnant to it. 'But 
trrexpect him tObe"eminent here,” is, 
kidoubr;"toot hard rand unreaſonable, 
Forsbete, wheniht has beſtowed'much 
Pams and 'Travel,much' Care and'Coſt, 
his Progreſs nay: "*not-be fo much, as 
where he beſtowed” /zaff. -Butthere'T 
 rhilſiCadd ' :wo Cauttons ; * the. one” is, 
Thatino Man 'miftake | contraQted EF. 
bits for ''Natuve,*'*nd- then conclude, 
that it will be dro cr en for him to at- 


content * Kimi -i0 a weak and imper- 
fe&.State of : zbat Vertue, which is di- 
reHly oppoſed to the'Sin of his Conf7:- 
tation ; ; but - 7s think, that 'here, 


whys"/vain 
but thar ours 


T2 ry 1B af 


ter 


'P ice; B36 © Man fats, and 


P # 
hog 


The Peytf Nauttnaſdbe 
in. pong ph rnch Mes 
_ Station and4/Calling, \'op\-anyt 
other Diſpenſatien of Providence; he 
is uader,” 'of| hinn.”// oe 
Verfhes: may 'be' mere \delrg brful,” thef 
are "more '79portant ; others may be 
Morer\mathiral, theſe: have'more  Tifſe 
and -mort 'of Merits: A Man may'full 
> — can -_ erfeftion rift others, without 


ement, or @vilt ; but 
| Defines i 4m hatUly eſcape 
bubh! "Beſides, every» thing is lovely 


"its pace; and itt its 2ime." Fhere is a 
fera/jar Grape! td: Luftre: that arrends 
the Vertues of *a Mianr's $rarion,' thatis 
ſciretly to 'be found in%any other. "1 
weuld therefore; have myiPerfed? Man; 

reat it 'his' own | Butfweld und 
Dine" the a da 7 | Lift 


# . "_—_— «4s 20s, th. 
- | be - = ——— a EIOIY 9 


Of Zol 


cording te_the proportion. of Faith. 


abies Jet us wait on our-miniftri 
that: teacheth on: teaching : or he 
ahas eth,. on Exbortation : he that 
giveth, det: bim do it with, Simpli, 

; thet ruleth, with Diligence - Woes 
Jhewerh Merg, "with Gnnbrfalvs. 


Ss Lafily, as there i is.9. .differcat Gaile 
6a: $ins;. ns is different Aerie ,in 
_— VUracuious,, [o. 


Ana than others; and. he i is 
the mot Fevfa;? Mas,. whois enrich'd 
with thawei# Perfet Gifes.. . The three 
Heroick i{Vertnes of the Goſpel are, 

Faith, Love, Hlumility.\: Nor dol pro- 
y, contrary.to the Apoſtle, 
exclude Hopes but comprehend it un- 
ger: Faith. + Of "Faith. Tha I'have often had 
occaſion-tolpeak. ; Eiirmility will make 
the /afs\Chapter of +bis Section ; and 
therefore, L will , .exhort to Lows, 
Leveis the.nobleſt Fruit of Illuminati: 
on-and Faith, -the true. Source and Pa- 
rent Work a and..Peacs. Leave is the 


. ws, SS. 
" EP » os , «@- " ph. © : 3 
| 4 mayes 
” e % a4 


7 Lama ie" ee ond Shining 
_ EE 


is. Love: CI oe! 45-1h6\fu 
of the Low "tis the Beauty and Perſe 
bn of a Dilciplecof- Jeſus4, and eie great 
Saeed of Praile:and. Glory ih che Day 

f Judgmens, 4 Love-is. thedaſt:Round 

7 the Scale.» of /Pexfedtian'z-9nd- thete- 
Fore, my: PerfeltMan,: anult.abound\vin 
this, . What Negrees of Love: of :Defiro, 
-Or Complacecy): x -the-\t # ofthis 
Freſere Lie, may. Sig ys :Sinceri- 
, Avhat-With i\Perfe7on, may be-ea- 

54 earn't| from teveral.patzg»of-this 
Work. ; Theres nodoubthux the Per- 
fe Man,» muſt ave: Gedc0-thap Degree, 
that. he./muſtralways icleave;rgo; :him, 
iwalk as always Before bims,//&fer_ medi- 
.tate_arnd coniem m7 on-Himziand-his 

| Works; coatrive and :iJabour:aad 
<antend-. 20 ghegl Him: krimbuſtibe an 
A hium-*to be: ere from 


end Gloty in 


PR alt mu + eo Torre Ars a ah; 
;" wichout" Pleaſure," | 


oo 
'Vifion" 
choPpeſencr unRicon of ny ry 
hemuſt | fire" v0"be L:fſobo'd, 
arid pane; arndtonpitobe Jiſmiſſe for 
Hh) r7#rmage of this World and'from 


rruptible Tabernacle of the' r=" 
Norgs4,” Laſtly,dbubt, but thartths 
Lows'ts often init orr ; "is 
a'firexwithin; that 'frives > reak 
andiexeftiir folf inthe Fruiti 
ven: tis"a rich-und-mighty* on 
that raiſes” Nature above it ſelf, and 
-iakes i all Puricy;. dEGlory. © © 
«Thus ave 1'confid 'g, the' Extihe 
r Compaſs of the Perfet? 'Man's' 'Per- 
"I525. the 'Sim"7oral is:' In' ſome 
heimuſt nc; beetuſe Natural: 1 
Eaſje2y*in othiers, : becauſe neceſfar 
Univerſal ones ths: Canwor ag ' 


of Zeal 


rey: Fortirade, Moderation, -Vigi 
drank Be Shri ;the Vertyes of Earth, 


£54 


Tens 
whith- he moets with, ig 
this Glorious Deſign." - atn gee: 
” | ; Heigl to what De- 
advance, 1 ond iq" part anticipated 
this Enquiry —_ yet | cannot for- 
bear : adding here | /wp Obſervations, 
Firſt; That Reaſon and Scriptiire ſeem 
ro iprefius 08 tewards an endiols Pro- 
geelk -— bn "And: yet, — 
ſecrd to propole to us; fach 
a'Feare of attainable; bo- 


yoo _ we abdat g's that ſothe 
| Beginner 


| | whichnoting 
Jar ver jd ar 
which, there.\is \no room -to- ſoar, FI 
| prns.a;— and. this World, is is 


ghr Such» Perfection 8 this, that 

is incapable 'any lacreale,'., belongs; I 
belive, ' to God alone ::0x;, if we, may 
allow it to: Angels, we'mulſt: certainly 
deny it to'Mas: In whom; one -wou 
think;:'the-Appetites of the Body can 
never b&ſo'entrely ſubdued, 'that there 
ſhould-be-no place-to extend his Con- 
queſt, - or renger his Victory more en- 
tires: —— : and in whom, one 
wenld-think; the Spirit: of -God ſhould 
never reſide-in that Meaſure, that there. 
ſhould be nothing to be-.added to his 
Fulaeſs.:: /Tis chard «des how 
we; ſhould: fludy- the :SyNeme of. Di> 
tion Fang, how 7 we- ſhould daily reflect 


upon 


grity- in pep amy vr gmt 
ertafiug) \qQuei;Streagth :and- Aﬀfurarice:r 
and Love:aftuſt naturally: iocreaſe: with 
theſe. Where ibis, thatsSt. Paw; 120% 
 knowledging:bimſelf nov- argc 
reſolves,” that: forgetting: (theſe + 2 
that are: bebind;\ and. reaqhing): Yes 
zo: thaje thingyit thay are. befares he-woul# 
preſs on towards the Mark» fer the prize 
”; the 'bigb-Calling of Gid,5in Chritt 
Jeſws,- Phil, 3o1 3s 14 Amd ©.St. Auſtin 
reſolves, p | Gharitas,"1quam din 
hic bomo-wivit, © oft {in Neming'; an ab. 
folute Plenitude of C ET 6 &+ hs no Mor- 
tal upon Earth. 
(And yet, we come: to: » FS and 
Pradice, one would be tempted+to think, 
that the Dz/ciples of our Lord and Ma-- 
er, had: ed at that: State, wheee-: 
io their buſineſs was not todlimbhigher; 
but rather ta-make good | the * Ground. 
they. bad gainid. : What cobild render 
St. Paul's Victory over the Bodyrmore 
gampleat, --whoaſſures us,” 7 8+ cruci- 


fed 


Of Zeal V\ $0 9 


| fed. with Ghriff 2iAnd again, 1am 
ot to the Warld, and. the World 
fed to,me 2 What::could render 
hn hority.' and Dominion of bis 

Mind ry ora wean its:Graces.more 
conſummate, aad;entire? who could ſay 
with: Truth, i475: net {-whbo: live, but 
Chrift who {ines in me. What. would 
you-have' adged to that Faith; and Love; 
which' made bz» ready; 'not.owy to: be 
bound, - but.rto die cat. Ferufalem, which 
made: him , Jeng) to be ©: diſſolved: and: to 
be, with- Cheriſh 2: ee —_— of 


las aha ems rae _ 


= "hay relate:to' his ant Per- 
tormances, : ito.tus- Perils: Canflicts, 
net. to his: Attginments::he;-does not 
hereideny.himGltts be. Perfedl; though 
that might: well-enough have become 
his Modeſty, aad Humility but only, 
that. he -was:n0$-tor: look npon himſelf 
_ aSalready:athys Goal, Conqueror and 

Crown'd:ztherabeing muck yet-behiad 
to.do,-and: fiifler, notwithGanding) all 
that. .he had - paſſed throvgh.:: This is 
the Seoſe.of hieedy : 672 Hom; cm RS 
which we.tender, gd though I were als 
_ perfe#:; - As $0.1St, du/ting;1 am 

wholly 


q 


go. 


Of Teal. \ 


of his Mind z for he ſpeaks. —_ 
2ioely, — ate” 
affirm, That no:Man living 
in ::his World; hs oe af 
which no | Man ure \can -ever Jnr] 
—— If we conſult Reaſov, will it not 
be apt £o tell-us, That as every Being 
has its Bowes {ct it; ſo has every Per- 
feftion £00 7 That there is a Stature, as 
of the Netera, ſo of the Spiritaal Man, 
beyond.which it cannot grow 2 That 
as to Grace, no more" can be jnfaſed, 
thanour Natures are capable of ? Other. 
wile, like teo-rich a Cordial, jit will not 
Qrengrhen; "but fire - our Natures ;''of 
a Light, it wit cot af: 
- dan. dg 'our "Faculties, And 
docs -notthe Parable of ur Maſter coun- 
tenance this, Marth. 25. 2, whereinhe 
tells us, That 'God gave" to one; five 
Talents, to another, two, . to another, 
one, 'to every Man acc -to/ bis 
Ability. By which onexw think 
our Lordi 'Thar the Mcafures 
of Grace are uſually diſtributed in'Pro- 
portion to the Capacities of Native ; 
and that be who improved his'rwe Ta- 
tents into" four, artiv'd 'ar'4b5s--proper 


Ferfaliton, 'as well as be, A" 
3 


Of Zeal. 


———— 


his fve into ten ; ir being as abſurd to 


&, That the. Perfetion of ever 

| dive. ſhould be the oo” as to 4 
that Ml Meas Bodzes ſhould be of the 
ſame Height, or their Minds of the ſame 
Capacity. | 

Refic@ing on all this together, Ican- 
not but be of Opinion, That-ſomehave 
aQually arriv'd at zhat ſtrengrh of Faith, 


at tbat_ardour of Love, that they'ſeem- 


ed to have been uncapable of any con- 
 ſiderable  Acceffors in #his Life. But 
yet, fiew--oceafions may - ſtill demand 
new Vertues ; which were indeed | be- 
fare contaifted- and included in Faith, 
and -Love ;- but 'no otherwiſe, -than as 
Fruits and Trees are in their - Seeds, 
And \ſome*Degree of Original Corrup- 
tidn--may-ſtill be lurking in- the: moſt 
ſancified Natneo;;: and ſome Venial De- 
fefts and ImporicRions or other, may 
Riiil- leave room, *- for* the greateſt of 
Sairtts 'to- extend 'his Conqueſt. © Be- 


fides, 'ris hard-to determine or fix the 
Boutids' - Knowledge, and every new | 


Light - ſeems \to make way 
yy rr after / al, nothing 


Deges <& 


for” more. 


jo: Mov, may, /as well with reſpect to 


tynders,- but that -the. Path of rhe Per- 


his 


"ER 


$89.2) 


of Zo 7 _— 


his Righteoafueſs as his Fortunes, be. like 


the : ſhining Light, which ſhinet b 1 more. 


and more unto the Perfett day ; | mean, 
the Day of a bleſſed Eternity, i 


| The Motives to Perfefion, the Fruit 
of.it,' the Means and Methods of atrain- 


ing it, laid down-in the Fir SeQtion,. * 


will all ſerve here +: therefore I have 
nothing to offer of zbis ſort ; only,: if 
. I forgot to pay that Deterence to the. 
Inſtitutions of \ our-Cburch,. which they: 
juſtly deſerve, Ido it.zow a:gnd do ear- 
neſtly -perſwade- my:Resder,:to a ſtrict 
Obſervance. of! them. - I do not -only: 
think-2hjs neceflary to. maintain- aiFace 
of Religion amongſt:us, but alſo, highly: 


conducive to true - Perfedtion. -I-iam._ 
fully-ſacisfied, That there |is:a peculiar; } 


Preſence, of God in-his-pub/ich Orginan-: 


ces 5 That the Devotian of good Mea: 


does mutually inflame and.enkindle ong 
another ;\ That there 1s: a. holy-Awe 
and Reverenceſcizes the. Minds. of good 
Men, when they draw-near t6 Godin 


publick Worſhip; And-finally,, That-if 


the; Ofices: of our Ziturgy:do not affeck- 
our. Hearts,..'tis becauſe, they are very, 


much-indifpoſed, and an : 


| of God. 
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- his Spiris, 
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ct hm ſpiritual d Worlkip. 
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CHAP, x. 
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of Zeal, as * Works conſiſt in \Oood: 


;ND now, kt not. coy one: think, 


vance' the Illumination of a Sinner, :to:- 


knock/off his Chains / and: Fetters, to. 


be above- the: 


raiſe him as far as might 
Cor 


lazy\:Fogs and Miſts which hung-upon 


roi Vertues ; let no:Man, 1 ſay, fan- 
cy,thatt: ive: laboured to. do-all zbis, 


joy--aimſelf ; m 


'1that: 1 have taken Pains to. ads. 


| ruption. of Nature, and the Defedts: 
1 and Infirmities of Life; to-ſcatter thoſe. - 


and to enrich him with Hes * 


 Perfeft. Man might\ 
fit down like an Epicurean God, and en- 
mighe talk; finely of Solis; 
hr Shades and Gardens, and ſpend a. - 
| mah; 6g the heongrs ry 


I Ao 370s pon, is che-PerfeGion 
_ _ '{o-is. _— the Paco 


a = Fan as wit — 


.of God. ::i Aacordingly, the Scriptures 


-deferipe this great, - this happy Nan, as, 
fil of the Holy Ghoſt, feruent-in Spirit, 


- Moſes, mighty 1in'Word: and Deed, as 
- wdtas Bund in all the; {Knowledge of 
«the Egyptians\; Suchi a one was St. 
"Srenhas asſull-of a Divine Ardour. and 
irrsfiſtibleFervency: of Spirit, .a5-0f an 
irreſiſtible. Wiſdom: And ſuch-a ane 
vas . the excellent; Conveliusl a  dewout 
Mai, one'thati:had” rranbfus'd and de- 
riv'd'-the fear of: God from his-own 
Boon, throughout his Family, and Re- 
lations;'and-Frieyds too; one- that gave 
\nneb" Aims, and prayed. 10 God always. 


is: ithar, which diſtinguiſhes the Perfef? 
; Man from all+ others ;. 'the-Vidtoxies,of 
_ -Faithy: che Labaurs of. Clarity; the 
.[Goaſtancy and Patience of Hops,jand 
4 we ''the-Ardors of Devotian; :- {45 ++ 

b, EEE 17 Now & here diſtioguiſh 8;Ze0/, of 
God; from the Fiercenels;o6Facion,: 


-indetatigable Artivity; of 
 Avatiovats CITY from the uoruly 


Oat Heats 


= 


of. Wertite : | cab, Ztal. 1s:that - Principle 2 
of Aion, which :I requie-in a. Saint 


zealous of ood Works.:\'Such a one was | 


What: i\need T muhkn ply: Inſtances? this FS. 


neſz; | 
#16 Crue -of -Sp f 
try perſtidion,., from-rbe 


% - 
, £ 
\ - 
# i 


os 
J 


in Good Tal” 


Heats of Pride and Paſſion, and from 
'the- implacable 'Fury of Revenge ? it 
not + No fooliſh, no falſe, fanta- 
hly, or devilifh Principle can 
countetfeit a Divine Zeal.  'Tis a Per- 
feion, that ſhines with ſach a peculi- 
ar Luſtre, with ſuch an Heavenly Ma- 
jeſty 'and\Sweerdiels, that nothing+ el(e 
can_ imitate it ; 'tis always. purſuing 
Good, the Honour of. God, and the 
Happineſs of Man: it contends tarneſt- 
ty for the Faith 'once: delivercil to the 
Sazuts ; but-1t coorends as earneſtly 
too, to root 'out Wickednel5, -and im- 
planr-the Rigtiteonſneſs vf the Goſpel 
inthe World. : It'is , cager for'rhe 
Hrtieles of a Se or- Pay ; and uncon- 
y_ for -Catholick ones. "When it 
preſſes for Reformation it begins at home ; 
and ſets: a bright Zxample of what ir 
awbild recommend: ro others. Tis 
-ree] and gentle under its ows Atfronts, 
{bitwarm and botd!againſt choſe whith 
ate offer'd-taGad. . Ih a word; rhioogh 
* Love fill-it8 96s, Divins Wiſdom! and | 
:Deadence give it Ba/zfF": andrit his no 
Heat, bur what'"is verney WET _ 
aa Clilavity an uurrache: 36 Fs 


w77 Zac it tonſſts © 


-Need 1.in the next-place, hx or ſtate 
the various Degrees. 'of' Zeal? Alas; it 
is nor  requiſire:?. "Zea? being 'H yhing 
elſe,- but'an ardent Thieft'of yon 


ring the Divine Glory by the #28 Works. 
'Tis-plain; the more xxebltert theWork, 
ahd'the more. it:coſt; the more PER, 
wr moreexalted rhe'Zeal that p! 


When like' Mary, wequitt vain 
bas and DeſttaCtion of this World,” and 
chuſe Religion: for our Portion,” _— 
we love it in good earneſt.” ; W] 
with the :D3ſciples; >we. can fy" 1 A1 
.we 'bave imfabos al and followed thee 
of \art ready to do fa; git WE.are Con-. 
tioually -bleſſing: and! p w_ God; 
when;frhe Neceffities 4c Chriſt sChureb 
require'it, we arc ready. to call Farroas 
our lon; when we.are prepared, ay 
Wiltof God: be fo, to" refit even 
Bled ;:when nothing (is dear, nothing 
delightful to us but God:a Hol nels; - 
;thenrhave'we . reactied”' wo Hejg obt.of 
Zeal, Tra word} Zeal is'nothigg cl 


ts — 


noma. be Nos te & 10-06, 
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wis ys Love, when.the whole Warld, 


Mrerges, was the: 'Objeft of it ? how 
ndelſs igable was his: ;Zeal2 how. wake- 
vl 2. how. meek? how. humble 2 how 
k and. reſc ova; His:Labours and Tra- 
vols his Selt-denial, Prayers and Tears, 
his. Silence , and: \Patience, his Agony 


andBload, and charitable Prayers pour- 
ed gut; with it for: his Perſecutors,. in- - 


ſtru& vs. fully, what Divine . Love, 
what, Divine: Zeal 15; And.now, even 
* this time, 'Love reigns 1a. him, as he 


ns. in Heaven : Love is ;ſtill: the. 
Prot inant, (the darling Paſſion of his. 


Soul. - Worthy: art »thon,' O Jeſus. to 
receive Honavr, and". Glory, arid. Do-. 
minion ! Worthy art thou, to fit down 
thi't W. "Father: an: his Throne! 'wor- 
1. art; thou.to judge the World; be- 
Frogs haſt loved, becauſe thou 


{l © aVercawia !- Some there are in- 


at a preat'L 


, and Conteſlars.. 
To their Kingdoms.in | 


Righteoulness'; to: whom, the Honour 
Rv Ll 3 of 


# 


2 how. tranſcendent when a World of 


have followed th Ex--. 
KN rn y bright 


Ne ext, 
Princes, 


"aun 


— 
— 
_ 
|» 


* Of Zeuly's a 'it + cdnſifts 


:þ demand! of: us: a Rah iunfup ey vac 


of God, and the Gadd of the World: 
has been\ fgr: deaper; than Pleaſure, than 
Empire; than abſolute:Power,: o 
omPpincus Blze that: iis now.calle# Glo: 
fy. . And next follow, bold!:this' is the 
Work of Aogels ;" they! muſt Mark! 
the Field of Glory in: the End: of 'all 
things, Oimy-God, 'may 7, at- leaft, 


be, one, -$0-fill-the: Frain' of this: Tri: 


umphantProcefion in that bleſſed Day, 
wheathon 4 Crown. the | Zeal, ' and! 
Patience of thy Saints!" Thus have L 7 
gxven, a: fort Aceount-ob Zeal." wilt: 
now eadeayour to kindle it in every” 
breaſt+ by \(brne- few Confiderations : 

whichwill av oncegevince; the Necks 
3; 40dideclere obo Frave of it: TEFE-SY 


I>: Our own. Seobricy nid Happine 


6; 


Works. 
2, x incifÞenlect ith Welſine' 
andiGoatof our Ner Ws. TH 1657 - 


t E 


. 14n. Good Works. + 


——_— 


| God, ppainft oar (own Souls,” 'twas for this 
| Chriſt Died, rhat he . might purifie ro 
14 peculiar People Zealous of 
good: Works. This is the great End. of 
our Eleftjon, God hath choſen us in Chrift 


h 


befare. 'tbe'\ Foundation of - the World, 
that we fhonld be holy and without blame, 


before him in Love, 'Eph. x. 4. which is. 


to: be explain't by Eph. 2:10. where 
God is-faid to' hve before ardaiw'd that 
8: ſhould walk in good Works, And the 
beginaing of the ver. minds 'us, that 
*is for this End-God . imparts the Light 


of-his Word, 'and the Vigour.. of his 


Spirit-;«that for this End he fandtifies 
and renews our Nature: We are bis 
Workmasſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
#nto good Works. St. Peter tells us, That 
this: . that which all the great and pre- 
cious [Promiſes of God immediately 
aim. at: Firft Godlineſs; then Life : 
Firſt Vertue; then Glory. What ſhall 
Ifay more? Our. Lord in, bs Narrative 
of- ohh Jadgmenr, and elſewhere ; 
Nh his AvofAes in.almoſt-inn! 

nes hes with "—=— Power, and 


\ 


[& wy of Zeal, 4s tt Tnnbſts 
"Uiy. _ Glory. ,is: the Portion, not of || - 
Knowledge, but Patience and Giro: + 
Not, of , as Orthodox: Belief, and: | 
- Qus..Pretention, but . of, Right neſs N 
and Zeal: for. the incorruptible, the | 
weper-fading Crown, is.a Crown of  Righ- | 
zeouſneſs..,, Or if, Men will. be.judgd | 
by their Faith, .which is not the Langy- 
age. of the Goſpe/, this does nar alter the 
Matter, at all: 7 Socp Faith it ſelf will be | 
Judg'd by its Works. , Aad as 2 happy 
Eternity. dgpgnds , upon our. Zeal, 1 - 
pothing ell ;C40..8iVe us any, comforta- 1 
.| le any, ratiqn: Afurance of it in this 
Life. . The Non is ; becauſe'cis 


EY that is the ..only. unqueſtionable 
rpof of  -pux. Integrity ; z- and ,,Good | 


Works, are the Fruit which-aloge cag 
evidente the, Life and . Truth of; our 
Faith and. Lowe: hereby. we know, that 
we.know him if we keep big Commandments, 

+ Jo. Se '3þ Lea Man ms. lage apa 
thy +a Fa ſean ike rh. 


Ie 


* <a ; S abies 22 us . —” GO a 


in Good -W orks. | 52 er 
- flew. him > why doſt thou nor walk as 


; [8  heeawalk'd + Deſt. thou believe-a Judg- 


 mengto-come? why'doſt' thou not wrt 
out:' thy- Salvation with: fear and. trem- 
bling? why doſt thou 'not prepare ts 
meed thy God? why art thou not "rich 
in igood Works, that thou mayeſt /ay «p 

a: good foundation by AT the time to 
come, and lay * bol, Eternal Life > 
Nor: are ond Works 'lels neceſfary to 

_ prove our Lovethan Faith. Certainly 
it .we-love Holineſs, if we h er. and 
thirfÞ after Righteouſneſs, we:ſhalt never 
live: in a dire& Contradidtion tothe 
-Rrongeſt Paſſions of our Soul: werſhall 
neyer refuſe to gratific an [nclination, 
.which-is not only fervent in us, bur 
its Gratification will procure us Eternal 
Rewards too. ' Certainly, if - we love 
God, -we-cangot but ſeek his Glory ; we 
cannot- but- be [defirous to | maintain 
'Commiunion with him. And if '6, do - 
we:know any Sacrifice, - that is * more 
acceptable to: God than good Works > do 
we. know any that he delights"in more 
Than Zeal gteotoe Love the*B. Feſu : 
_ [re nor- Works the very Teſt 
this: Tony! wi (MI i 


: * 
\ 4 
F_ 


of Za \ as if  conſifie 


wc 
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maed" you,” Joh.” 1'5. 15: The 
Chrift, favxh the Apoſtle, conſtr 
what to do Zo [ive 'not to our febves, bit 
16 him that Died fo us, aud oGagels, 


2 Cor. 5.r5. What other: Returns can 


we make to Jeſus what "other way 
can' we "our Gratitude 'o him 
He fits onthe Rig] it Hand of God : a4 
Power ' u' orven him in Heaven and in 


Earth: he does not! himſelf needour: 


ry; nor want” our Service and 
arity :' Bur hear what he ſays," io as- 
iittti-as 3 you 'did-it to'one of theſe- "my - 
lathe: ones, you bro pence AY 
Mare. _— . ng FOI” "Y an" 6 WAY 
Ayn 4 OY 14 "Cy" 

3: Our Zeal is idihenſby ces 
Jp the Welfare and Happine(s: 'of 


Ds we regard our 
Eero Invert 2 2 "01s Zoul veptcſſes Won 


Conmundments, Joh. 4.15. - Tolave” 
my" friends if ye” do whatfocver: '£ com 
inef 


*z**} 


g 
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Ea; tis? FIY thas' baffles all 
Objections, no 00 CY and 
.va 8 all. tions raiſed againſt 
gel! ho AN dares its Enemies 
with" ag and Confufion. *Tis, -in- 
a word; Zeal and Feal' alone,: thac caty 
_ Re appear lovely. and de. 
þ and reconcile the 1d to it: 
Bu this alons can adorn the Gi 
it. .renders 'Vertue- more” con 
| bin 

iv ears bein the- Precopts | 
tions of Words. Nor'is arr wot 
viceable wo-the 7 than Brernal 
1Inemreſtof damking God laid 
the Foundations of the World, he laid 

_ -* the Foundation of Ferre tmo:andwher — 
' he form'd Mar, he wove'the' Neceſſi- 

ty: of good Works i into-his very Nature. 

How: is FufFice-to poor Crea- 

tures who: lie: hs to-Wr and 
Injuries? how: indifpenſable'is'c is' Charzey, 

OT: A wt dnt _ expos'd 
tor \ 60g to '{0/ many 
rofack s Vicſſcade of Forvune: 
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 tiencez\und. Gentleneſs>. In word; Sin 
and M:/ery abounds inthe World atid nd 
if there were- not Vertues :and good: 
Worksi to- ballanve - the: oje,> and $o te- 
lieve::and lupport us under the! orhey;. 

Life would: be « intajlerable.. "$0" | that- ' 
and. Natural Religion do'ne-- 


Reveald 
celſarilyiterminate and -center.in a Zeal 


for | good, Works as their ultimate End, 


at. any Saviour, whitfbedert 
woutd that. Mew ſboild-do to-you,: -do" 
Ye. vey! fo:unto- _ Is: -anVAbſtragt, 
'Y 62s | ” LIL" pl — 


chis fingla.Reioriple, if neo pur- 
ſued, ,vpall: ferment and:work: us'tujs to! : 
the agble(}, Heights of Zea. : -Imighe ; 
here,\[thit-were:neceſſary;, eefily ow 
ep few Pie nt roy re 

£ i; \ P * 


- Wot 4 Ps =. - FY —_ >. P—__ 
xy ® « " W_. * 
3 1 : i 
wy * 


ſaid che Tragh of my. Third Confiders. 
rion: natragly Repo Sar "NN 
"0 That Zeal mide ter ef- 
tothe Glory of Gbd:) For-if ' 
Zeal.be,in it ſelf :thus: lovaly,/ thus ne- 
cellary ; if.the Fruits and. Effeas. of it 
be thus ſerviceable to the;Temporaland 
Exernal Intereſt of Man:what «Lovely, 
what an agreeable Notion of God ſhall 
| Ve: form from:this'one Canſiderationof 
] Him, Thathe inthe great Author of it 
77 ex , s-the Tom ypryeviongers 
Ightand: Heat, (0) $ Areagth 
and Power of, which: 'tis+3 ed 
hs agree ; He: — and 
exads. it ; KXCUES | 'ENCOUrages 
Crag,” _ neue, meer 


ri, -»:Ho ;grack 
oe Dis Hue hehe, 

$118-.F2e, zDilvine Goventmont ! when 
| ID 


4a .« a ca 
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= of Zebl, "as - PY conſiſts 


comfort.the-aGlicted, forgive one ano- 
ther, -if 'need + be, feyen times a. day ; 
and-ſuch like. If rado'iall this, 
Argument- bf being. 


borwof Gidiy if dP of his 


| Spirictuling/in us; lis Nature commu- 
.. cicnred 10:us;' and his Inhage ſtampet 
 upob us how! amiable: muſt God! be 


-ſo-mauck/Pleaſure, andiſv much Beauty, 
arid: {o- much Lovelineſs/in thoſe Qua- 
lities whictr are-but fainr and imperfect 


"of #53 Children:and Servants, 


- is: n Demonſtration 'vf che. Holineſs 'of | 


God himfelft and i6 thibcomiRts the' ve- 
ry.Luftre-of: Divine" Gloty. : -Holinef 
Is TtheF lower of all-his tor were the 


when ho diſcern {o auch Benefie, and 


Reſemblanoes of Him! tin & word, the = 


i- 


$27 


| be ſeparatedifrom- ther Notion 'of ZZolz- 
| meſs. Laſtly as ito Pawer,. this muſt 
1 pearetiecd fs @ 064 for Bewe- 
fro ,whichis at leaſt one greatbranch 
linefi,, muſt. uoavoidably ' imply 

| He in the Benefaor and impotence 
and-Want: in the Beneficiary. And _ 
is the- Notion wherein Holineſs, -when 
aſcribed to: God-in Scripture, is gene- 
rally taken. ' Holy, Holy, Holy," Lord 
God of Hoſts : Heaven and Earth are 
full of thy Glory does-exprels the Great- 
nels and Majeſty, as well as the Re&i- 
tude, and Purity, of: the Divine'Nature : 
and.to. ſavfifie the Lord: Gael. int: our 
_ Hearts iis, in the- Language of the Scrip- 
' tyre. got only to: love him for:hisGood- 
nels, . but: revere; and fear him- for his 
Majeſty: iand Greatneſs. Need I here 
- add ;thet; he +Exoctlencies: of the: _— 
Fa765; their-Fitneſs :and Sublerviency 
.tl x Ends'of thizy:Crontidizcionhes 
{opok 4he.Creator; /jult-as'the'Beau- 
and: Convenieact of the 


"II 


— 


| andRrabaf i Perrur 3 fer'this is. is. 
thar:iabich docs: di | and 
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greateſt "0s the Joweft:Condes: - 
ſceafidns ; He —— lo-ull 
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x | View, and the more aſſured 1 Hope he 


' has of Heaven, the more unconcerned 


| muſt he be for all thoſe things which: 


1} the Mrld pays a Reſpect and Honour 


to,: the more he muſt 'be above them : 


; The more fervent his Love of God and 
| His Neighbour grows, the more confi- 
dently muſt he place all his Glory in 


| this one thing, the Conformity 'of his 
| TAﬀections and Life to that of the bleſ- 


fed Jeſus, Thea is he Perfe ; and the 
ſame Mind us in bim that was in Chriſt 


Feſus. Finally, the more he knows God, 


the nearer he is admitted into Commu- 
1/on with him ; the more plainly will 
he difeern- at how infinite Diſtance he 


ſtands from the Divine fr o— Tana 


| Purity, and will proftrate' himſelFeven 
into Duſt. and Aſpes before him. The 
PerfeF' Man admires, adores, obeys, 


loves, relies, truſts, and reſigns up him- 


ſelf and all that is dear to him to 
God, He is nothing in his own Eyes; 
he pretends to riothing, he lays Claim 
to nothing on any other Title than that 
of the Goodnels and Bounty of God. 
Whatever Vertues he has, he aſcribes 
them to the Grace of God : .and the 
Glory and Immortality he expects, he 
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expets only as the Gift of God, through 
Fiſua C Bri os our\L.ord. And whatever 
he be in 'birſsif, he compares ngp:him- 
ſelf with' otþe5, bur he''ptoves his on 


Work, that he may heveRtjoycing In him- 
e and not in another. Nothing | 


lf alop 
Hor Zeal for God or. CBarity for ' Man 


can put him vpon'the afferring hisowh 


Merit or Servive's but wherſhe' glories, 


' It -15- like" St. *Panl, . in his Tofirmities ; 


ny the "Power of Chr may reſt apo 


"Need There inſt Gn the Fruit of Hlu- 


mility ? Surely 'tis confpituous;to eve- 
ry one that thinks at all. *Great is the 
Peace and Reſt of the humble Sol heres 
and t will be his'Gloty bereafter. 
He who loves not the World nar the 
things of it, the Luit'of 2b& PP, the 
Luft of the 'Byes, and the Pride of Tife, 
enjoys a perpetual Calm'and- 
of Mind. "There is no ObjeQt that can 
raiſe any Storm in him ;''there:is mo- 
thing that can breed in him uncaſic De- 
fires and' Fears. He that loves the Pa 
ber is fixt on an' immutable atid 'per- 
fe Good-:"and he thit 'now quits gfl 
for God; 'Thall ' ove day participate of 
the 'Fulneſs of God, , and'thar for-ever. 
Neeg 
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ovNeed bb anwite and: exhaAtt : Man to 
Sfumility 2] need I guard. him againſt 


__ fied Pridert.one would: think 'twere 


alro - uſeleſs to attempt it. Is; it 
potfhible» that the Creature ſhould think 
timlelf! ſo independent of his Creazor, 
that hefhould be able to pay him more 
Service than were due to him22 Is it pol- 
fible that 'Man ſhould ſet fuch a:rate 
upon:hisown Righteouſneſs, 'as to think 


it:capable of deſerving the utmoſt: Re» 


wards that an Infinite God can beſtow 
wpondhim:: Is it poſſible, in a\word, chat 
Maw; *poor, fred, Gntul, Man, Manthat 


car do-nothing . that is good; but. by 


the Afiſtance- of Divine Grace ; - Hax 
deprav:d, and corrupted: in his Nature, 
and but a. very ut husband of Grace ; 
i#\t. poſlible, 4 ſay, that May ſhould 
be. \provd towards God, towards that 
outs | and incomprehentible Being, 


_ «whocis the.Creator and Lord, the -Mo- 


aarehand Patron, the: God and Father 
of Heayen/and 'Earth 2 But as abſurd -as 
this/is, naiverfal: Experience teaches ug, 
wht Han ility,. true: Hawility:is a hard 
Sa9:aeact out of the Dangeriot falling 
imo vicious Eations-of Mind. In of- 
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der therefore'to promote'the vrie' and | 


ſecure us againſt the/other,, Þ'wil pro- 
poſe theſe" two or three ypmoyet 
Ons. | 


' x. There never was meer Mati: yet 
chat! 'did'not fall ſhort of 'his'/Duty.' 

- 2, . Man is the Creature yzof ' God, de- 
pends upon Him, 'and* has receiv'd all 
from him : and therefote let hum do the 
utmoſt 'he can, he does no more than 
his Daty. | 

3, God ſtands-1n - no/Need: ef 6nr 
Service: and**tis'our own not 'bis Inte- 
relt WE promote by it. 


"2; 'There never was 'mere Man: yet, 
Sec: For Proof of this, I will not fliero 
Original Corruption,” or Sins of Tofir- 
mity. ' Alas! I need  not.' | The Apo- 
file, Rom. 1, and 2. lays the Foundati- 
on of Juſtification by Faith,” in the-uni- 
verſal DefeCtion 'and Depravation of 
Mankind. They are altogether gone-out 
of the way, hed is none that theth Good, 
»v n0t one; \'And' what S7zs he there 
charges the World with, the Catalogue 
he gives' us' of them "will inform us. 
But gre 1e no better than zhey > wa 

| wer 
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ſwer.the Light of the Goſpel, and the _ 
Preventing Grace of God has undoub- 
tedlggiven a great Check to. the .Pro- 
greſs pf Sin. in the World : but fince 
no Man can- be Juſtified but through 
_ Faith, the Blood of Jeſus, 'tis plain 
_ that we'too muſt be. concluded under 
Sin. . And though our Sins may not ia 
'the Number, or Scandal: of them, e- 
qual thezrs, yet we ought to remember 
too, that: every Sin is the more pro- 
voking, the more voluntary it 15; and 
the greater -the Grace is which it re- 
fiſts and deſpiſes. But what need I com- 
pare our Selves with the. Faw or Gentile? 
what need I prove by. Argument and 
Authority. that no Man ever yet liv'd, 
or..will live without Sin ? I mean Mor- 
tal Sin. Who ever yet look'd back di- 
ligently: into his paſt Life, and did not 
meet. with Stains and Deformities e- 
npugh 2. when 1 conſider what Legions 
of Sins are. rang'd under thoſe two Ban- 
pers. of the Devil, the Filthineſs of the 
Fleſh, and of the Spirit ; when I call 
to' mind -Envy, Diſcontent, Murmur- 
ing, Diſtruſt, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Am- 
bition, |, Wiltulneſs,  Conteation, For- 
wardne(s, Paſſion, , Diſlimulation, Falſ- 
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| ow _ bit} "Ing this 'feddiv'd'all 
q es i wn = 


hood, Flattery, Rd: 'P thoulihd other 
Sins '; and” heh F''refle& |  upof1/ the 
Weakneſſes  and* Properifions *oly Na- 
ture, and the atrhoſt" innumerable Tem. | 
ptatioris to which we are expoled;': 
muſt confeſs I an frot at'all fv piled 
to think, chat rv Fleſh (cani'be Juſtified 
in the Sight of God by 'a'Covenint-of 
Works: And when ever I find any 
upon a Death-bed; as T do ſome, 'ac- 
quitting theitiſelves fromthe Guilt: of 
kar Deliberare Wickedneſs, I' rather ad: 
ale their Igriorance, and ike A 
than their Innocence. And: yet, after 
al}, a good Mart is not to exafiine hier 
ſelf, only coriceriing the Evit that he 
las done, but atfo concerning the Good 
which be has omitted. He muſt ens 
quire, how far he has fallen ſhort of 
that Poverty of Spirit; 'and.'Putky' of 
Heart, which he ought to have come 
up too ; and how far he has been wars 
ting in thoſe Duties which a thotough 
Zeal- would taye -puſh'd him'vo' roo) 
And when he ties done this, ler hit -þ& 
prom ihe cat.” {3 li ara agene 


2, May 4+hs Creatuto Fey ads 
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1 from Himy;;. And therefore 4et- him do 
| the utmoſt /he can, he, does no more 
thanghis Duty; and ſtrictly ſpcakiog, 
caanGmerit of him; He that will pre- 
tend to. Merit, muſt be his own Maſter ; 
he muſt have 2 Right over his own 
AQtions ;: be muRt, be free to diſpole of 
his AﬀeGions and Services as he plea- 
ſes. For if he be antecedently bound, 
if he have-no Liberty, na Freedom, no 
Right to; diſpoſe of himſelf, or any 
thing-he- is polleſied of, 'cis plain ſuch 
2-006 cannot .werzt. And this is the di- 
re& Caſe between God and Mar. God 
is-the great Lord, the great Proprietor 
of Heaven and-Earth. He that gives 
Alms, does but reſtore. a part of what 
God leat him : he that takes patiently 
the. Loſs of Goods, or Health or Friends, 
does but give-back what he had no right 
to retain : be - was but Tenant at Will, 
- and had no-Right to any - thing longer 
than God .thought fit to continue it. 
- And in all-other Inſtances of Duty the 
Caſe will be. ſtill plainer. . If he adore, 
and worſhip God, there is infinite Reg- 
ſon that > ſhould ; for - —_— 
upon him. for. his. Being, : and  Preſerva- 
flon, It he love God never ſo much, 
207 Mm4 *' Gol 
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God has ; deſerv' d- much. Om. than he - | 


can pay Him ; not 'only the: Enjoy- 
ments. of, Life, but even: Life:\g/ ſelf 
being derived. from Him. Frog: this 
Argument it. will. follow, | that it: is'im- 


_ poſlible for a Creature to meritiof its 


Creator. Angels themſelves never could. 
For might it not be ſaid with as-much 
Truth concerning them, /as concerning 


Mano, who made thee to differ, or what ' 


baſt thoa which thou didſt- not receive? 
and if thou haſt received. it, why doſt 
thou boaſt as if thou-badft 'not received 


' 2t 2 x Cor. 4. 7. And the ſame-may 


be coupleded concerning Adam in Para- 


 dliſe. For I'demand, chad he' kept- the 


Covenant of God, had he done this by 
Drvine Grace, or by bis own Strength? ' | 
If by the Grace of God, -as Divines ge. 
nerally hold, then may- we apply- the 
Expreſſion of St. Auſtinto- Adym, as 


well as to any one now: under the Diſ- 


penſation of' the Goſpel : *Fhat when 
God rewards the —_—_ of Man, be does 


only crown in bim his own' Gifes.- But 


ſuppoſe he had done this by- his own 
natural Strength : were not the Endow- 


_ ments of . Nature, as much the Gifts of 


God as: the Endowmeats of Grace | the 
Lea one 


'one' vere” NathPal, | the" ther"; 
=_ Gifts #both' Gifts ftifl, i 
i & different kind. Wh it be here Otjefted, 
if this be fo; how comes ' St, Paid to 
"afﬀirch, "v0 ha that worketh is the *'re- 
'trard" "tut not ' of Grace but of Debt > 
-Ront.'4.'4. 'T anſwer, Firſt, God ſeers, 
whe he enters into  Covenarit with 
Man, 'to ſuſpend, ' or lay aſide 'the na- 
rural Right which'He has over him as 
- His Creature ;* andto tranſact with him 
as free, and-* * Maſter of © himſelf :'But 
_ "this is all -infinite'condeſcenſion. © Se- 
.condly;> it ſeems unſuitable 'to the infi- 
_ nite Goodneſs of God, ' to bereave Man 
of the Life and Happineſs he has once 
.conferr'd upon him; unleſs he forfeits 
ie by ſome Detherir C The Gifts and 
calling' of God are without Repentance ; 
nor Sb think how Death, Thich has 
ſo much” Evil in it, "could have efter'd 
the 'World:' if "Si "Had 'nor. enter'd it 
firſt: * In this Senſe, unfinming Obedi- 
ence gives a kind of 7zght to The" Con- 
 "Finudxce of thoſe good" things, which 
-are at frſ# the meer Effects of Divine 
"Grace and Bounty.” = 
- hant 'of 'Works'being' once” "ftibliſh'd, 


"24187 need rhat 'as'Sin 'forfeits = lo 
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Obedience mult given right-to it : 5 and 
25 the Penitenv could inot- be lined, 
but' by an AQ'"'of -Grace, ſo.he 
commits no Sin, would need ino, = 
don, But then Life itſelf; and: an A- 
bility to work Righteouſneſs, muſt be 
owing to Grace antecedent to the ''Co- 
wenaxt : and (o ſuch a 'one would. have 
whereof t@ boaſt comparatively, with 
reſpect to others who tell; but not by 
fore God. The Sum 'of all is; Man 

has nothing to render to God, but what 
he, has received. from ham : and there- 


fore can offer him 8 bis own: 
Which is no very Fouadation for 


Merit, But ſuppoſe him abſolute /[Ma- 


ſter of himſelf : Suppoſe him'ho 
all independent of God. wo 


the Service of a few Day s tmerit Icamar- | 


tality and Glory, Angelical Perfection, 
and a Crown? He mult be ——— 


Vanity and Prefumption, that 4 5 
fre this, 


_ God ſtands in no need of qur Ser 
vice, and * tis our oa not bzs latereſt 
we 'promote. b t.-: The FeunSann 


of Merit at 
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and Tribute of. the, Subje@ ;, the ..Sub- 
' je the Proteftion/ ofthe Prince : the 
= needs the. Minifliry: /and-- the Ia 


an a 


the Poor 3 the Poor Support 
aintenance fromthe Rich. 
it is thus in Imaginary, - as. well as Re- 
al. Wants. i; Fhe Luxury and Plkealure 
of one; muſt be provided for and ſup- 
ported by the Care and: Vigilance = 
others: and the Pomp and the Pride of 
one'part of the World. cannot ſubſiſt, 
bution: the Servitude' of - the other, ” 
theſe Caſes therefore, mutual Warts 
create mutual Rights, and mutual Me- 
rit.. - But this is not. the Caſe between 
Ged and Man, | God is riot ſubjet_ to 
any Wants: or Neceſſities : : Nor is his 
Gloty, or Happiaels capable of Dim» 
nution or Increaſe: Ze is a Monarch, 
that needs no Tribute to. Support his 
Grandeur, nor any Strength'or Power, 
beſides his own, to. guard his Throne, 
If we revolt, or rebel, we cannot.-injure 
Him: if we be loyal and obedient, we 
cantot: profit Zim. He has all Fulneſs, 
all "Duelzon in himſelf: He is. an Al- 
anon yp God... But 
God have 
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his Majeſty and: Felicity. be ſubjet to 
no Viciflitude, we are ſubjeQ& tq. ma- 
ny. Our Service. to .God therefoge is 
our , own Intereſt ; and our Obediegce is 
defign'd to procure our own. Advantage; 
we need,: we daily need'his Support and 
Protection ; we depend entirely on His 
Favour and Patronage :- i» bim we /zve, 
and move, and have our Being : and © 
from Him,' as from an inexhauſtible 
Fountain, ' we derive all the Streams of 
Good, by which'we- are refreſhed and 
improved. To know, and love Him 
is our Wiſdom; to depend upon Hin, 
our Happinels..and Security; to ſerye 
and- worſhip Him, our Perfe&tion and 
Liberty.; to: enjoy Him will- be 'our 
Heaven ; and thoſe Glimpſes of his Pre- 
ſence, which we-are © vouchfafed - tho- 
raugh the Spirit io this Life, are the © 
Pledges and: Foretaſte of+ it. 1 This :is 
the conſtant nome of Scripture: Eve- 
ry good Gift, and every perfet#: Gift is 
Pa. above, and 'cometb.-from the Forbes 
of Lights, Jam. 1.17. If I were. hun- 
gry, { would -not tell thee; for the World 
zs mine, aud the Pulneſs thereof. Will 1 
eat the Fleſh of Bulls,. or drink:the Blood 
of Goats? Offer unto God Thankſgiving, 
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—_ 
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and paythy Vows unto the moſs high : aud 
call upon me inthe day of trouble ; I will 
 delhger thee, and thou ſrale gforife me, 
Plalaygo.'1z, 13. Wc. If thou be Righ 

teens what givelt thou unto him? thy Wick- 
edneſs may burt a Man, &c. Job 35. 7,8. 
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SECT ME + 
Of the 1m pediments of PerfeQion. 


TT" Hough I have been all aloog car- 
* JL ryiogon the Defign of this Sef7:- 
ox, that is, the;Removing the Obſtacles 
of PerfetHon, yet 1 eaſily foreſaw there 
might be** ſome which would not be re- 
duc'd . within the Compaſs of the fore- 
going Heads : For theſe therefore I re- 
terv'd this Place. Thele-are Frve. 

.. I. Too eafie and Joſe a Notion of 
Religion. 

_ - 2, An Opinion that Perfeion is wot 
\ attainable... TT ERa | 
3- That Re/zg7ox is an Enemy to 
Pleaſure. ae 

| 4. The Love ofthe World ;/in a high» 
er Degree at leaſt than will conſiſt with 
Perfettion. | 5. The 


CY ; of wha Inpecdimene 


51 The Iofrmity of vhe Veſt 
TIL 311; VE 4 nM) 

4 '®, Seme;feemn to fave 'emerntia'd 
1662" Nothin of Religion; a6) if nfode- 
ration (ere; were as neeeſfir yoas any 
where cM: © They 460k *npbir BY as 
as an Exceſs " of | Righteouſheſs: and 
can be well enough content''to want 
Degrees cf Flory, if they-can but ſave 
_ Sonls.. To which End they can 


po. Newer y.ot PerfeFion. Now 
T ebony Aoedh ſuch” — to db - 


7 that Salvation - 
oaks of 0 comin q fon : 
and E irhighl y.concergs them 
not.to” be od Sykes in 7 iis Wetion they 
form. to themſelves bf  Relzgion. For 
the Nature of Things will-yot be gite- 
rettby their Fancies; nor witl G69 bc 
mocked or impoſed on. If. wo" wit 
 gdealfineerely with our ſelves,” as in this 
- Caſe it certainly behoves usto Go, we 
muſt frame aur dta of Re ; riot 
from the 'Opinions, "the -M; 
the Faſhions of- the World, i 
the*+ ay, Andave -mitft- Rot'in- 


terpret zheſe by our own laclinations'; 
þat rſs Jos E of rhe” Duties: they 
preſcribe, by thoſe Deſcriprions' with. 


by 


| bl 
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by ery nia Eifedts, which - 

we find there. We mult weigh the 

' Daly 140d End of 'Religion-; which is 

to -the Glory God; and the 

Good :of -Man, -and to-raiſe us* #bove 

the World; and the Body : and =o 

our Platform; or - Model of Rei 

faite with it. And ifafter we have 

this, we are-net fully ſatisfied in the 

true Bounds and Limits -which ' part 
Vice and Vertue, it cannot but be faſeſt 
for us 20 err on the right hand. - We 
ws £0 remember-too, _ 
| and hor chemeſt eirinaſt 
a ae able ,- to "Vigilance, ''to 
Trending , to yer 09h to 


bb eee Fxanple == 
Work, /bar: of * *che beſt'Men, 'and'c 


=== Difepter a Fe pref 


towards | 


tomards the: e:wark1 Seewvith, what: Cou- = 

ry ow / Joy noeeiey took. up je 8 Þ 
Croſs: and followed Ries, how 1 
were;;their lms b fo; char the. cher 
of their. Liberatity were conipicy - OUs: 112; 
the yery "Pept of their Pouerty. What: 
Plainne, : and "Siwglenels . of: Heart .; 


what Grare-.aond-Warmerh, what Peace + 


and Joy; ſhew/dit. ſelf ia cheir Conver-. 
ſation }, ] what Modeſty, what Humili- 
ty, in. their - Garb, . Deportment, and 
the whole. Train of Life! how frequent, 
ues -ſerxgns and. how long too, were 
yers. and Retirements! In one 
2062 the Sp irit. and Genius of a Diſ- 
le-of Chuiſt diſcoverd it ſelf :in all 
op faid and did :. and; the Vertues of 
het Lives -did as: evideatly fie 
Lys Chriſtian, from a Jew;-or + an, 
ir, Faith. How lovely was "__ 
giot bes./ how full its Joy, \ hy 
Spnfidence | They did Chriſtians tru- 
ly overcoms the World : zbex did they 
above the - Body: ' then was- the 
os of. Chriſt more -dehightful,. than 
furs, DEAT Lie: ths dt = 
ure, of a ife : 2 
truly thorough the Spirit, wait Ker 
| s by Faith. Let 
us 


4 and:h 


Let' 1 
at alt ets; and, if we-havt any Mo- 


clty, the Inequaliry-will put us. oue 
of Countenance - 


| dence to expe the ſame Crown, the 
fameKi with. en Buc as too 
laxe- 4 Noriort of Religion is apt-to be« 
get too 'inuchi Tndifference, and Un: 
eoncernment”z ſo will- it be ſaid, too 


exalted « one is-apt to beget Deſ or 


which is a Second and no leſs Tg 
Perfiition- 


$: FY May 1 there ate, who forming 
their -Judgment upon: the Slips and De« 
felts-of good-Men, and'the Corruption 
os m Nature, conceive hom: 

fo meer imaginary Notion, 
ve \uideed, that, confi idering boy 
{Þts: | aht3s to _ fall ſhort of his Duty, 
ft - that- the Rule preſtrib'd 


it /elf-i8' 


"wa oats 


—— 


{ us now- coitigjare 6 our Lives with theirs, | 
| and then ſitdowd content with-- poor 
ly Attainmerts if we- eat. 
ut .ovr Vertues in the Scales 


9 04 Go ooo WI 5 oY oo ooo > one” 


we ſhall bluſh ac- oue- 
Vanity3 - and ſhall not have the Confis. 


tov. 60 lou He Aſtor 0. 


{uch: be: the;;War;and. Ts 


attain . in this Life. = t L46 
on |, muſt oppale;4he/e few. 
I believe: will. þe buffigieat to _ aQye.lt. 
x. {Fhe Beginning: of. Vertu is the molt. 
difficult part gf: 1x, + the, ys Tr Ys. .6 
proach-ta Perfeftions. the caſter, 

as. plealanter, 1s: Religion... And, ther x 
ſore; whoever Gartles at the jos, the : 
which: lie-in -the' way to, an . ju | 
Vertue, has as-muah reaſqn to.be ſtarts 
led; at ithpſe; which, will. encounter lug 
in; bis firſt, Enterance; upon. Religion < 
and yet theſt mult de Aeon y' 


Gone quking .the:Difficultics of Rehiet, 


but-plung us into worſe. -; We 
= neceſſari y _— this Dilemmas 1 
If we will wo the —_—_— Tran- 
quilityi: bb: Meind;. We: mortafie 
agd. teducs the Ap ob.he Begyir: 
i£ 90: #be - other; hang, we: propoſe, ; t 
gratifiethe ;Appetites;0 {the,B = 
enjoy. the Pleaſnre; of Six, Wer caggot 
doſo :withouat offering mugh, Vi 
ro;the Hind, :And it; this. be. 1 ; A's 


w_ the . Sobl:::and.. the 
tnere 18 No; '\WAY te-& Lt 
led: Peace-and; Gf 60A Ke 


ww 
by 


duction and dfrtifcation' of th pe 


of Perfibiion. 
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or the other; then it will be eaſic to re& 
ſolve what 'we ate' to'd6. For thoſe 
Ap wh which Atheiſts themſelves make 
| 5 Regks ri; - proclaim the:Sod/'of Man 
| tobe 5 ms and' Nobler- part of 
him." Befides, the' Sout 'is* the more 
Vital, the'more tender, and ſenſible pare 
of us; and conſequently, the: Aﬀidtion 
of this: miſt render us.far: more-miſe- 
rable,: than ary -Hardfhips, 'or Diflicul- 
ties, Vertue can impoſe upon the Body. 
..| Whatever |be the Difficulties of Far. 
end; they Will ſoon: vaniſh''f 'we+ often 
call-to'mind, That: Peace:and Joy are 
the: Fruits: of Fett but: ſhame! and 
Remiarſe of Sm - That no'Man' ever 
yetididtotrepent-offotlowiog his Luſt 
unkeſs: he-diruhas! mucty a Brute as he 


livid]: Fhar Heaven is'a cheap- ptir- 
; Whatever: i6- cofts - ns;z; but the 


Pleaſurc. of vine very detir \'one} how 
ever We come byit”: And fi 
- That we-are' not our own: Ma- 
ſters'z there 15a Bod to whom we ſtand 
accountableifor bur Actions: and con- 
fequently, whether we with, or will-nor, 
we mult 7 react oe' the: Hardlhip 
arid Diſcipline of an; 'or the Eter- 
rat-Plagues and Puniſhments i of Sin. 

Na 2 Laſtly, 


of tbe" Intpediments 


Laſtly. _ the Truth . tis this!: Opin 
on. of . the .Zmpoſibility of -Perftftion 
has both been begot and «cheriſheg: by 
thoſe wild..Schemes.of. it, - which; have 
been drawn by the hands.of, aflaming, 
indeed, but- an. indiſcreet” Zeal; - Burk 
have. here. recommended to the:-World; 
on 6 RING, or. Enthuſiaſtick Ferfeitt- 
- I haveadvanced no Heights of Ver- 
—_ but what rnany'do,4.baope, at this 
day” aQually fel and: experiment - in 
themſelves :: none, Tam fare, but what 
the: Followers of the: bleſſed Feſns: au- 
ally attain and practiſe. ” Beiye followers 
of us, ſaid. the. Apoſtle, as we: -ave. 
Chriſt: Their . Lives were as bright-a 
Rule. as: their:Dodrine:: and. by: Their 
own ARions they denionſtrated +che 
Power -of the Faith they:taught. . They 
did not. like the Seribes, and Pharijees, 
bind heauy Burdens upon others, aud wot 
\ MOVE, _ with their finger they! did 
not like. Plato and. Araffete: :m 
Temperance and Modeſty at the Ta- 
bles; and Carnivals: of Princes ; nor 
commend the. Pleaſare-of Wiſdom in 
in, the Gardens. of Fpicarus:>but they 
lived as #hey:t4ght, unipotted | by 
the FU vabrolies bythe _ | 
es, 
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bles,of the World ; . rnodeſt, Serene; ec equal 
and Heavenly minded;inHonoar,or Diſ- 
hooaar, Want,or Abundance, Liberty,or 
Priſocy/ Life,” or Death; Let" us "then 
no: longer 0hjef, or Diſpute, but with 
Faith and Patience be followers of thoſe 
who have inherited the' Promiſes : be- 
ing encompaſs dwith a C loud'o "Wimeſſes, 
let « us tay” afide every , and the 
Sin which doth Jo eafily beſet us ;* and 
let up noe with Patience the race that 
$5iſet "before ws : looking unto Jeſus, 
the pts. "and finiſber of our Rs : 
who' for the Joy that was ſet Before him, 
endared the Crofs, deſpifing- the ſhame, 
ant} is ſet: down at the raehe hand of 
tbe Throne of God. © For ' coufider him 
that endured: ſuch Contradiftion of Sin- 
ners\ againft himfelf ; left ye be wearied 
and: faint in your Mind, Iz, 1, 2. 
have done with thoſe whoendeavour 


ro- ſoftex or- ſhun the Difficulties of Re. 


Uigion not to oc are them, 


$: Js There. -are bers who will 
look. upon this ſetting+up the Doctrine 
of 'PerfeRion, \ as. a Dehgn againſt the 
Pleafares of Mankind. '' What,” ſays 
(or 4-one, ſhall 1 Jet go my em an 
| Nn 3 Pear 
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Pleaſuras;:ont,;pk any; hands; :t0: bunt 
after Lknow- hot what, and1iknow, aot 
where 2\Shall:i.quic-/Pleaſurts/ thaBary. 
every abeeotobedous; for (ach. aa.havs 
no Being, it.ojay:be;} but Speculati- 
on: ot) at eaſt! are _neveritoibe.wajoy- 
ed; by any; but' ſome few, rare ww 
bappy. "Creatures, . the... Favgyrites: of 
God: fer re? Bleajures that: .-havs 
Matter- and-\Subftance, iniathem,; for. 
ſuch as 1 coins more\pialp and :relifh 
than'i can; Dreams :and Viſions ?- But 
to this I anſwer, this-pretty talk is all 
but \{tupid: hc ing 'and -grols' Mi- 
ſtakes.  For;.z. As to: innocent andþ 
vertyous Plaſare, no Man needs part 
with it. ;+:endeavour- not+ to deprive 
Men of this; but to refine. and pu-- 
rifie it... :And .he that prefers, either: 
filly, or ;vietous. Pleaſure: before Rel 
gion, :i$-weetchedly! miſtaken. '- For, 
2. Perfet} Religion -is fulf'of. Pleaſure, 
Had we but once. arrived at true Pa-- 
rity of Heart, what could be ſo full 
of: Pleaſure as. the Buſineſs! of Religi- 
on ?: What .can; be: more delightful than 
blefling and praiſing ;God, 'to grate» 
ful-Soul gi Hlelajabs,:ito'a Soul fratch- 
ed nom the brink of DeſtiugMion, ws 
the 


; . 
4 


55! 


—— 
.» 


SIP 


hadear Magaaten + 
and Kilfes, Sorrow and Love, Humility 


imperfect, and our Life unſteady. A 
cotſtanitand exalted Pleaſure is, 1 grant 
it, the Fruit of PerfeA:or alone. The 
Peace and Foy of the Holy Ghoſt . 
rei9ns no where, but: where that Zea/ 
and ' Love, which is. an Effet of the 
Fulneſs' of the Spirit, - reigns too. I 
had once propoſed to have inliſted 
on' the Reaſons of this here : but this 
Labour is prevented; for they are ve- 
ry obvious to any one, who hath read 
the Chapter of Zeal with Seriouſneſs 
4nd' Attention. Laſtly what is inſt 
5 Nn 4 . nuated 


"PP IL Pore 


Of. "abi Impediments | 
nuated in the O4jefiop, that the Plea- 
ſutes' of the World are. more.,nume- 
190k, or nit ew « than,thoſe of Rgiigs- 
is. alroger A hls and. groypdief 

ey, Ig every. Pl ce, 2nd.in exery 
State, .do the Ph veer Vortis wait 
upop the PerfeR. Man. They, depend / 
.not, like thoſe of the Bady, on a 
thouſand things that are not in.our 
Power, but only on God, -afid. our 
own Integrity., - But this part -of the 
'Objeion 1 have, I think, for: over 
baffled, Se. x, Chap. 4. | Theſe 0S- 
ſtacks of Perfeftion being | this - fe- 
moved, and the Mind "x Maa: 

Fully conviticed of the Happineſs that. 
reſults from a.. State * of Perfefiow 
and 'of his Obligation to. ſurmount' the 
Difficulties which obſtrut his way to 

it ; there ſeems to be no now 
ket: * to diſappoint the Succels''of this 
Diſcourſe, but” ſomewhat too- much 
Fondaeſs far the World, or ſomewhat 
' tog_niuch Indulgence to the Body ; 
which I am zexs, though but et 
briefy, to conſider. 
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&f this Lind of Love of the World are, 
too much :concera - for the Pomp and 
Shew-pF Life ;' too much EneInelt in 
the Modes and Cuſtoms of it ; "too 
quick Senſe of Honour and 00S: 
'tion, Pre+eminence and- Praiſe ; 
much Haſt, _and'too much indafry to to 
»grow'- rich, to 4dd Houſe to Houſe, 
\Land to: Lawud,: and 10 choath our Selves 
-with thick and heavy Clay; too brisk a 
Reliſh of -the Pleaſures of the World ; 
$00:great 4 Gajety of Mind upon the 
Knccelſles, 'toomuch Dejeion upon the 
Diſaſters' and 'Diſappomtments of 
it; too much 'Care, and too much 
| Diligence ; ; an encumbring atid em- 
broiling ones ſelf too far in worldly 
Aﬀairs; too much Diverſion, too 
mych. Fafe. Theſe, I fay, are the 


Symp- 


and {riot 5 
the 
i j _ Life, 
ws he Ma el dong 
7 Mo 2 * V's Ven 
on uM hr a Etats J the Rich 


of "Beet th, as he hi of "Temp, Hh 
otjes, he”! and never EY one ava y, 
ſorrow ful, 2 be kb dviſed to 
have og Cn Treaſli of Burt 
for, thoſe &. Bat "the. So ul 


of ' Martha "been as Me - al 
with the Thoughts 'of ' Zrernity, 2 7 
that of Mary, ſhe would have thide | 
the fame 'Chozce as ſhe did. They 
who oftea think, how foort the Fa- 
the -Pomp' and, Grandeur of 
& "Wottt © jaſkes” away, and how 
th better their "Heavenly Country 
is thao their” Farthly; - tow Nidch: more 
laſting, 


as. n- 
W_— — 


of Pobju 


nd Tow anc more” = rio! 
dhe New Jeroen; ; that Czey" = 
brilder 'and make 
is NT ah than wy Ciry of ours, which 
may. be over-thi . in a .moment ; 
will neither. w rejoyce, with 
too «much - -" neither *buly, nor 
poſle(s, with; too "nbch” A Gba 
of. Mind. Th "one" word, he-that 'fo 
often and 'devonrſy "thinks : br . that, 
day; wherein Chriſt, whd 3s our” "Life, 
ſal; apptiir; ap as” alfo appear with 
biim in Glory, that he comes toloue 
and- lows for * i; - fach a cone 
will v4.3 no” regs Taſte of the:Ho-. 
nours, or the. hieTevy or the 'Inte- 
reſts: of Life :'*'tor will he be floth- 
_ -Of remiſs; but ' fervent in Spirit, 
' the Lord 5 Whatever Depprees 
| Aion he had for any thing of 
<0 :Nature; 'they will all vaniſh ; Fr 
will have no Emilation, but for good 
Works, no Ambition but for Gimy 
I mean, that which is Eternal. "hn 
the purſuit 'of this will he' lay out 
the Stren th and Vigour of his' Mind ; 
for this he will retrench . his Profit ; 
for this he | will deny. his Pleaſure ;_ 
for ' rp he will be. cntealt to . ob- 
cure, 


ity i ſt. 3 
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K: ge 6-H this Frailty: 
yg Fickleneſs of, oux., Nature; are 2we.) 
Firlz,” , Godly Fear ; : and .this,.. the. 
Purity and Preſence of God the 
Stridtncls and, the. Impartiality. of. x 
Judgment to come ; "he Lok of an 
te [0 Es the ; Torrens of. Ge 
ternal Puniſhment ; the Number, a 

Strength of Ft s oe ; the deplo-- 
rable Falls of the. greateſt Saints z.and 
the Conſcience __ our own Weakneſs, 
will not fail to work, in us: Leg us 
rag only begin but allo parſe? 2e+ 


lineſs 
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inf x" the Fea £1 "Gu. Bleſſed is 
be tht fearett ut s. Secondly,” The 
Steriiaſtnieſs of Xiope ; of Hope that 
waits, and longs for the Coming” of 6ur 
Lord.. This will - invite us often to 
take a 'View of Canaan : rhis will fill 
the: Mind often wich the Beduties 'and 
the Glories of 'Etetnity': 2h3s will of: 
tors 'call 'to our" Thoughts, ' and Secu- 
\the Reſt; the Traniſports' of ano- 
ther! World ; the Live of Got and 'of 
Jeſus'; incorruptible Crowns ; the Hal- 
Ichjah's of' Angels, the Shouts of Vi- 
@ory, the {Frait of the Tree of 'Life, 
the: Streams' that -witter the 'Paradife. of 
God; - And every ſuch Obje&* "Will 
chide cus out (of our” Weakneſs * arid 
Cowardiſd:: \every* ſuch Th pht” wi 
upbraid*us out -of "our Lazinefs and 
Negligence' : We” ſhall hear . Oy 
\irr -our* Ears the” Words''© 
: tohis Diſciples, What, Can x 
porn with'wme _ hou#;. and yet de 
you: expe& ro reign with'me'for ever? 2 
Oriithoſe tothe" Church *of+ Laodicea,. 
to. hins that - oveyrometh will I grant to 
fit with' me\apon\ my Throne”; as Thave 
overedme, and nd far: down wirh: - my 
A on" bis Throne, - © » 
once A 
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14nd-nows/ Readers "lf you ad hve 
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oder any:Obligatibn: 

tte Bhary: L hay. tm you pos —Yj 
you;| will firf?, Praiſe-and Thanks 
unto -God.ziand; ext welienever” your 
are ans in;ohe Nigour of the! Spirit; the 


Ardarsob Faith: and Love, before>Godt 


in-Prayer,.pot -up theſe] or the like 
ens x7" Ae Ah: & _—_ MIO = 
foray! (el - 4 J 


Q 7 #6694 Bos io "Rather ne 
the Knowledge :of . thy: Word, aid 
the. Graeg of thy Spirit. bo: Enable 
me to Perfet Holing/S\in thy) Fear ; and 
zo. hold fatthe Beadfaſtueſs of my Hops 
wate the End. Pardon af the: Sins, aud 
Errors. of my Life |; and_dcce pt-of mijr3xie- 


perfett;. Services. through Le Chets. 


And-becauſe, though ſgſeer all we can do; 
WE, Af [unprofitable Ser wvants,. thy Tufrite 
Bounty, will yet - certainly recompenſe:our 


fincere Endevours. th promote thy _ 


let me. find \my \Reward from: thee - 
rather do. thou. thy ſelf nouchſafe to be 
my. Reward. - '1 ſhould -bave ever thoughe 
my ſelf unworthy to have put up this Pe- 
tition 


apy : Sexn3ve,, if; you think | 


a__— ——— 
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Zition. "to. thee; 01 thin: 18ſerkoat and in- 


comprehenſible: Majeſty, had 'noti.. thine 
1 Gooduefs, thine own Spivit kindied 
this © Amb Jon ; in me; Behold ? what 


| own 
| is 


manuct of Love is this, that we ould 
67 KN the ge of .6 0 D.! theſe arg 

Serigy at, St. John g 
| pr pes 4 Fe ain con ever fe 
at ref, til I awake at the laſt Day af- 
ter thy Likeneſs x \F can wever- be ſatisfi- 
ed till Hebokls thy —_- vouch! 
ſafe. me, 1 Gefech 4 wells by Mercy; 
and thy, PaithfulveR : I A Suffering 
and Interceſſion F W —__ Tv 
"I WILDE 


} 


"La ai by Dr. Zacad; 

 _ ie. Stever's near yg a 
Smith, an 

Emo Arms in w% Per Oh Cone | 


"yp Chis : Goſpel 
Joyns, wich che Motive 6 it; os. YR 
wma Toca 


Ping or, a Tied Part _ 
| after Happineſs, r696. 

The Duty of Apprentices and Servants; 
with ſome Prayers and DireRions for the 
worthy Receiving the Holy Sacrament, 
1685. Price One Shilling Six Pence. 

- The Plain Man's Guide to Heaven, Con-- 
taining, 1ſt; Fi Duty towards God. 2ly. 
Towards his Neighbour, with proper Pray- 
ers, Meditations, and Ejaculations, deſign- 
ed chiefly for the Country-man, 'Trades- 
man, Labourers, Ec. 169 1, Price One 
Shilling. 
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